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—EDITORIAL BOARD—

Florida Political Chronicle

Peer-Reviewed Regional Scholarly Journal for Faculty, Students and
Community of the Florida Political Sciences Association (FPSA)

e Editor Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D., U.S./International Security, NATO & Europe (Saint Leo University)

e Sean Foreman, Ph.D., U.S. Politics/Elections, Latin America & International Affairs (Chair, Barry University, Miami)

e Aubrey Jewett, Ph.D., U.S./Florida Politics & Elections (University of Central Florida, Orlando)

e Kelly McHugh, Ph.D., U.S./International Security & United Nations (Chair, Florida Southern College, Lakeland)

e Dan DuBois, Ph.D., U.S. History & International Studies (Director International Studies, Saint Leo University)

e Frank Orlando, U.S. & Florida Politics, U.S. Elections & Director of Polling Institute (Saint Leo University)

e  Austin Trantham, Ph.D., U.S. Politics, U.S. Presidency, Constitutional Law & Political Philosophy (Saint Leo University)
& Editor of Political Scientist, FPSA Newsletter

e Robert W. Robertson, Ph.D., International Business & Academic Administration (President & Chief Executive
Officer of University College of the Cayman Islands & Senior Research Fellow at University of London--School
of Advanced Studies & Commonwealth, Great Britain)

—FLORIDA POLITICAL SCIENCES ASSOCIATION—

JOIN FPSA: Membership see. www.fpsanet.com

The Florida Political Sciences Association is committed to promoting political science research, education
and service throughout the State of Florida. Our Board of Officers represents the diverse educational
opportunities available for higher education in Florida. From the University of West Florida in Pensacola
to Florida International University and the University of Miami, our FPSA association spans the state
bringing together political scientists at public and private institutions to network, to collaborate on
research and to discuss innovative strategies in the classroom.

Join/Renew Membership in FPSA (Includes Annual Conference Registration): CLICK HERE
- Faculty: $75 (includes membership fee)/$85 by time of FPSA Annual Conference
- Student: $35 (includes membership fee)/$40 by time of FPSA Annual Conference


http://www.fpsanet.com/
https://drc.wufoo.com/forms/florida-political-science-association/
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PUBLICATIONS:
FLORIDA POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION

Florida Political Chronicle
http://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html

The Florida Political Chronicle is the bi-annual peer-reviewed scholarly journal of the Florida
Political Sciences Association, which encourages submissions from all discipline sub-fields.

Call for Submissions to the Florida Political Chronicle (FPSA academic journal):
https://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html. Scholarly articles from past FPSA
conferences are welcome, plus any papers not previously published. Please contact the
Editor, Marco Rimanelli (Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu) to start the peer-review process.

The Political Scientist:
Newsletter of the Florida Political Sciences Association

http://www.fosanet.com/the-political-scientist. html

The Political Scientists newsletter is a semi-annual publication of the Florida Political Sciences
Association. Call for Submissions to The Political Scientist, the semi-annual newsletter of
the FPSA: https://www.fpsanet.com/the-political-scientist.html. Possible submissions
include short research articles, reflections on classroom activities, reviews of teaching
resources, and/or short book reviews. Participation by graduate students and junior
faculty is encouraged and welcomed! Please contact the Editor, Austin Trantham
(austin.trantham@saintleo.edu) for more information concerning submission guidelines.

See FPSA website: www.fosanet.com

i Find us on
| Facebook
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Florida Political Chronicle
— SUBMISSION PUBLICATION GUIDELINES -

ESSAYS & BOOK REVIEWS SUBMISSIONS: FPSA MEMBERSHIP & CONFERENCES:
Editor Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D. please go to the FPSA website:
Professor of Politics & International Studies http://www.fpsanet.org/

SAINT LEO UNIVERSITY then click on:

Social Sciences Department Join FPSA/Conference Registration
MC-2127, P.O.-Box 6665

Saint Leo, Florida, 33574-6665, U.S.A. E-mail FPSA Treasurer:

E-mail: Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu Aubrey.Jewett@ucf.edu

Current (since 2020) and past (2010-2019) issues of the Florida Political Chronicle, as well as the on-line Archive of older

issues (1989-2009) are FREE for readers by clicking on the Florida Political Sciences Association’s Website either:
http://www.fpsanet.org/chronicle.html or http://www.fpsanet.org/archive

The Florida Political Chronicle is the peer-reviewed scholarly journal of the Florida Political Sciences Association (FPSA),
published twice-a-year, on-line, in colour. It is free for access on the FPSA website to serve the academic disciplines of Political
Sciences and International Relations, practitioners, students and the community of readers in a balanced, non-political and
analytical way. The Florida Political Chronicle journal encourages scholarly submissions from all Political Sciences disciplinary
subfields: American Politics, Theories, Comparative Politics, International Relations, International Security, Diplomatic
History, International Political Economy, Public Administration, International Law and International Organizations.

SUBMISSIONS: e-mail as WORD (NOT PDF) attachments all Submissions (Essays or Book Reviews) to the journal’s
Editor Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D. of Saint Leo University at Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu for consideration:

1.

pw

LN,

10.

Essays & Book Reviews in Word (12 Font, single-spaced, Calibri style or Times Roman), not PDF.

o Essay length: single-spaced from 5/6 pages minimum to maximum length of 50 pages with 1-inch margins,
inclusive of Abstract, Bibliography & 1-paragraph Author’s Bio.

o Book Review length: single-spaced from 2-to-10+ pages-long in Word with 1-inch margins, with
Bibliography & 1-paragraph Author’s Bio. Book Reviews of either one book or compare several related books.

Footnotes preferred style (at end of each page in Calibri style or Times Roman) is the Chicago Manual of Style,

but accepted are also APA, APSA or others if the author has already a finished work for review.

Abstract (a long-paragraph; no library reference codes).

Maps/Graphs/Tables/photos in the text or as appendixes (use 11 or 12 Font to make it fit) must fit the same

vertical format with around 1-inch margin--No landscape-size Tables! Must fit in a standard paper page

portrait-size! Photos can be sent separately for inclusion. | will reformat all work, but it helps if it fits initially.

Bibliography (10 Font, single-spaced); preferred use Manual of Chicago Style, but other styles accepted.

Author’s Biography at end paper (a long-paragraph, with Ph.D. and M.A. Degrees, position, publications).

Do not use the First Person (“I”); instead please use as neutral: “This study” or “This work” or “The author”.

Do not use colloquial contractions, like: don't, it’s, can’t, won’t, etc.

“2 Blind Peer Reviews” scholarly process (yes, | have 2 blind mice!) and those accepted for publication will

incorporate editorial modification and suggested changes by Reviewers.

Best Graduate Student Paper Award & Best Undergraduate Student Paper Award reviewed by related

committee. Both Award Winners and any Alternate Best Papers will be published in the journal.

DISCLAIMER: All interpretations, opinions or conclusions printed in the Florida Political Chronicle are solely those of the
author/s and should not be attributed to or considered to be reflective of an institutional position by either the Florida Political
Sciences Association (FPSA) and its Officers, or by Saint Leo University, its Board of Trustees, officers and staff, or any
organization and individuals supporting either the FPSA or Saint Leo University as institutions.
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FPSA Awards

Manning J. Dauer Award
Best Graduate Paper Award
Best Undergraduate Paper Award

Manning J. Dauer Award

Manning J. Dauer was a distinguished Professor in the Department of Political Science at the University
of Florida for over half a century. When he passed away in 1986, he left a legacy that is unparalleled in the
State of Florida. He had served as both a formal and an informal advisor to scores of governors, the state
legislature, mayors, county commissioners and city council-members. Indeed, it is said that he left his
imprint on many public policies at both the state and local level. He is perhaps best known for leading a
team of scholars and public officials that devised a reapportionment scheme for the State of Florida in the
aftermath of the famous Baker v. Carr and Reynolds v. Sims cases.

As an academic, he wrote numerous articles and books on state and local government and politics, and
his work was frequently cited by other scholars. He also edited a well-received book on government and
politics in Florida. Professor Dauer was a well-known figure within and outside of academia including both
the political science and public administration communities, local and state government and the media.
But, his heart and loyalty were perhaps tied closest to the organization that helped to co-found—the Florida
Political Science Association (FPSA).

In the late-1990s, the FPSA decided that it was time to establish a lasting and fitting tribute to the person
who had breathed life into our Association and devoted so much of his time and energy to the FPSA and the
state he loved. To that end, the Association’s officers, Executive Council and membership in 2000 created
the Manning J. Dauer Award to be given every three years to a faculty member at a Florida institution.

Recipients of the Manning Dauer Award should have a sustained exemplary record of research, teaching,
mentoring and service related to Florida politics and policy and supportive involvement with the Florida
Political Science Association. Like Manning Dauer himself, recipients of this award should be recognized
experts on Sunshine State politics and have impact and recognition beyond the discipline of political
science reaching out to their local community, the state, nation and/or internationally.

Manning J. Dauer Award Recipients

2020 Aubrey Jewett, University of Central Florida
2016 Jonathan West, University of Miami

2009 J. Edwin Benton, University of South Florida
2006 Joan Carver, Jacksonville University

2003 Susan A. MacManus, University of South Florida
2000 Thomas R. Dye, Florida State University
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FPSA Best Graduate Paper Award

The FPSA recognizes the Best Graduate Paper presented at the annual meeting. The recipient of the
award is recognized at the next meeting and receives a $250 check from the association. In addition, the
paper is published in the related next volume of the association’s journal, Florida Political Chronicle.

FPSA Best Graduate Paper Award Winners

2024

2023

2022

2021

2019

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

David Olusanjo, ABD & M.A., Florida International University, Miami
“Political Violence and Demaocratic Transition in West Africa: A Vicious Circle of Relationship”

Alexander Krest, University of South Florida-St. Petersburg
"Citizen Departure: Investigating Party Dissolution Within Urban & Rural Populations”

Sara Belligoni, University of Central Florida, Orlando
“Held in the Grip: Governing Institutions and Emergency Management Procedural Arrangements in the
Cases of Florida and Puerto Rico.”

Craig Wilding, University of Central Florida, Orlando
"Florida Campaign Money: Are Constituents Being Represented?"

Davide Dell'lsola, University of Central Florida, Orlando
“Immigration and Demise of Social-Democratic Parties in Western Europe: France, United Kingdom,
Germany and ltaly.”

Sandor Fabian, University of Central Florida, Orlando
"Why Does David Sometimes Defeat Goliath? Effects of Military Culture on the Outcome of Asymmetric Wars”

Christopher Faulkner & Joshua Lambert, University of Central Florida, Orlando
"Sign on the Dotted Line: Contracting Private Military and Security Companies in African Civil Wars"

Jennifer L. Hudson, University of Central Florida, Orlando
“Legislative Gridlock, Partisanship and Trust in Government”

Thomas Just, Florida International University, Miami
"Post-Communist Recovery and the State: Case Studies of Poland and Ukraine"

Enrijeta Shino, University of Florida, Gainesville
"Absentee Voting: A Cross State Analysis"

Essien Ukpe Ukoyo Ukpe, Akwa Ibom State University, Nigeria
"The Arab Connection and Upsurge of Insurgency in Africa: A Case Study of Boko Haram in Nigeria"

Tammie Marcus Clary, Florida Atlantic University, Fort Lauderdale
"Politicians of a Feather, Tweet Together"

Magda Giurcanu, University of Florida, Gainesville
"Europe at Stake at first European Parliament Elections Organized in an Enlarged Europe"

Jordan Michael Ragusa, University of Florida, Gainesville
"Chamber Hopping" in the U.S. Congress: Structure-Induced Learning and Development of a Partisan Senate"
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FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper Award

The FPSA recognizes the Best Undergraduate Paper presented at the annual meeting. The recipient of
the award is recognized at the next meeting and receives a $200 check from the association. In addition,
the paper is published in the related next volume of the association’s journal, Florida Political Chronicle.

FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper Award Winners

2024

2023

2022

2021

2019

2018

2017

Adam Bernstein, B.A., University of Florida, Gainesville
“Pay Fathers to Work Less? Paternity Leave Policy’s Impact on E.U. Women’s Employment”

Colin Kennerly, Stetson University, DeLand
"Mauritius: A Question of Democratic Development"

Carlos Gonzalez, USF-New College of Florida, Sarasota
"Paving over Democracy: The Relationship Between Highways and Voter Turnout in Florida"

Alyson E. Johnson, University of Central Florida, Orlando
"Explaining Income Inequality in Florida: 2000-2016"

Meghan L. Stevens, University of Central Florida, Orlando
"Differences in Vote Margin of Candidates in the Florida Legislature”

Alexander Bruens and Mirella Miranda, Florida Atlantic University, Fort Lauderdale
“Redefining Post-Conflict Peacekeeping Success in Regional and International Missions”

Bradley J. Caouette, University of Central Florida, Orlando
"Regional Political Power in Florida”

Copyright © 2015-2024 Florida Political Science Association
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FPSA President’s Message: Reflections on an Eventual and Historic Year
by FPSA President Kelly McHugh, Ph.D. (Florida Southern University, Lakeland)

As a Political Scientist specializing in international relations, the most frequent question | get from
students is whether we will see a major global war in the near future. When asking this question, students
typically cite events in the news; they worry that a localized conflict somewhere in the world will draw in
outside powers and eventually bloom into a world war. Here, they imagine a conflict similar to the major
wars of the 20t™ Century, with powerful nations engaged in direct combat with their adversaries.

Since | started teaching Political Science classes in 2008, my standard response to the question of whether
there will be a global war anytime soon has been a resounding “no”! In most cases, people who worry
that war is imminent are focusing on the threats issued by political leaders in countries such as North
Korea, Russia, Iran and China. Rhetoric, however, is not the same as policy. Many of these verbal threats
directed towards the United States and its allies are often intended purely for domestic consumption.
Moreover, as a Political Scientist, | operate from the presumption that political actors and governments
are motivated by rationality. None of the countries mentioned above have anything to gain from stoking
a global conflict in which they would be vastly outmatched by the U.S. and its allies.

This Fall, several students in my survey classes asked if we are in danger of seeing a global conflict centered
in the Middle East. Developments in the region are undoubtedly troubling. A little over a year after the
October 2023 horrific Hamas terrorist attacks against Israeli citizens, the area is engulfed in a series of
overlapping conflicts involving sovereign states (Israel, Lebanon, Syria, Iran, Yemen), as well as terrorist
groups sponsored by Islamic Iran (Hamas in Gaza, Hezbollah in Lebanon and Syria, Houthis in Yemen). The
Israeli government under Premier Benjamin Netanyahu continues to fight a bloody war in Gaza against the
terrorist Hamas; but he has yet to articulate an exit strategy, pledging to fight until Israel secures a victory.
For its part, Islamic Iran continues to use a mix of conventional missiles strikes and unconventional warfare
against Israel and refuses to recognize the country’s right to exist. Moreover, the prospect of any political
settlement between the Israelis and Palestinians, or the creation of a viable Palestinian state (“Two-States
Solution”) is more unlikely than ever given the opposition of both Hamas and Netanyahu’s government.

Despite these developments in the region, | still believe that a global war is unlikely. Currently, there
is little incentive for Islamic Iran or Israel to engage in an all-out regional war involving ground troops
and the possibility of an Israeli strike on Iran’s nuclear research and secret arsenal. In fact, the
behavior of both countries has been largely calibrated to avoid such an outcome. Moreover, no major
world Power had a reason to become directly involved in a Middle East war. The U.S., under the Biden
Administration, has been a reliable source of weapons and diplomatic support to Israel; the U.S,,
however, has no mutual defense pact with Israel and the American public has no appetite for
involvement in another ground war in the Middle East. Reciprocally, though Russia has formed a tight
alliance with Islamic Iran since the 2022 invasion of Ukraine, Moscow is in no position to assume any
significant military role in the conflict. Although any Middle East conflict will likely remain regional
and limited, this is not to downplay its devastating human toll. While parties to the conflict can claim
tactical victories, it is unclear whether anyone will be better off once the violence finally ends.
Unfortunately, it is not clear that the end is anywhere in sight.
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The year 2024 will be a watershed in the history of the modern Middle East. However, the year will be
remembered for numerous other reasons. As of this writing, the U.S. is in the final weeks of a hotly
contested U.S. Presidential race. The election of either Vice-President Kamala Harris (Democrat) or
former-President Donald J. Trump (Republican) would be truly historical. If elected, Kamala Harris would
become America’s first female President (a challenge that bested earlier Democrat Senator Hillary Clinton
who clamorously lost to Trump in 2016). If Trump wins again, he will become the second U.S. President
elected in a non-consecutive race (in 1885-89 Democrat President Grover Cleveland was the first
Democrat to win the White House since the 1861-65 U.S. Civil War, then as an unpopular incumbent lost
in 1888 and won again in 1892 to then overwhelmingly lost again in 1896 due to widespread unpopularity
after the 1893 Financial Panic and Depression, compared to Trump’s 2016 surprise victory over Hillary,
then his narrow loss to Democrat Joe Biden in 2020 and then run again non-consecutively in 2024 first
against Joe Biden and then against Kamala Harris). A winning Trump would also be the oldest person to
be inaugurated President, after his even older and increasingly senile rival current President Biden (D) was
forced by his own party to halt his Presidential reelection on 12 July 2024 and was replaced as Democrat
candidate by Vice-President Kamala Harris (again historical, as this had happened only in 1968-69 when
then Democrat President Lyndon Johnson chose not to run again over the disastrous 1964-75 Second
Vietnam War, while not strongly endorsing his own Vice-President Senator Hubert Humphrey, who like
Kamala Harris in Summer 2024 was the first Vice-President to win the Democratic Party nomination
without entering a single Primary, and then was overwhelmingly defeated by Republican Richard Nixon).

Here in Florida, the 2024 hurricane season will stand out for years to come, with two back-to-back major
Hurricanes Helene and Milton making landfall in less than two weeks in the Tampa Bay area and adjacent
Central Florida. These natural disasters are likely to promote further conversation about the impact of
climate change on our “Sunshine State” and the wisdom of continued development in coastal areas.

The Florida Political Science Association is committed to the understanding of the importance of
government and international politics in both academia and among the community, while engaging with
these topics in our publications and our annual meeting. The articles in this new issue were also offered
at the Spring 2024 FPSA Annual Conference at the University of Florida in Gainesville. In Spring 2025 we
will meet at the University of South Florida-Saint Petersburg on Saturday 30 March 2025 to continue our
yearly exchange of ideas about politics at the local, State, Federal national and international levels.

| hope that you will get to know our organization through our publications, offered free to the public in
our website https://www.fpsanet.com/: both the Florida Political Chronicle, our scholarly peer-reviewed
regional Journal, and The Political Scientist, our professional newsletter.

Please contact me if you have any questions on the FPSA, or wish to join and become involved in our work.
Sincerely,

Kelly CAIeICush, G D.

Chair & Associate-Professor Kelly McHugh, Ph.D.
President Florida Political Science Association
Florida Southern College, Lakeland
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Editor’s Introduction: FPSA and Florida Political Chronicle in 2024
by Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D. (Saint Leo University & Fulbright Chair College of Europe-Bruges)

Dear FPSA Political Scientists and “Fellow-Travelers”,

welcome to this new Issue of the Florida Political Chronicle, regional peer-reviewed scholarly journal of
the Florida Political Sciences Association (FPSA) published on-line and in colour. All current, recent (2009-
2020) and archived issues (1989-2009) are available free for access on the FPSA website
(https://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html) as a community resource for members, scholars,
students and public interested in domestic and international affairs, as well as the work of the FPSA. Since
2018, EBSCO Library collection of sources include also the Florida Political Chronicle and all its past issues
as current references in library and university searches.

This current Florida Political Chronicle Issue at 128 pages (vol.31, n.1, Spring-Summer 2024) welcomes our
readers with an introductory “President’s Message: Reflections on an Eventual and Historic Year” (p.11-12)
by our second-time President of the Florida Political Sciences Association, Chair and Professor Kelly McHugh,
Ph.D., of Florida Southern University in Lakeland, and together with my own “Editor’s Introduction: FPSA
and Florida Political Chronicle in 2024” (p.13-16) contains several essays from our recent 2024 FPSA Annual
Conference at the University of Florida in Gainesville, including our 2024 FPSA Best Paper Awards:

e FPSA Best Graduate Paper Award, “Political Violence and Democratic Transition in Western Africa:
A Vicious Circle of Relationship” by David Olusanjo, ABD & M.A., from Florida International
University in Miami (p.54-69);

e FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper Award, “Pay Fathers to Work Less? Paternity Leave Policy’s
Impact on E.U. Women’s Employment” by Adam Bernstein, B.A., from the University of Florida in
Gainesville (p.70-83); and

e 2024 Runner-up for FPSA Best Undergraduate Award, “Turnout Effects of SB-90 in Florida’s 2023
Municipal Elections: How do Voters React to Legislation Changes in Florida Municipal Elections”
by Anna M. Lackovic, B.A. from the University of Florida in Gainesville (p.84-101).

The first essay, “Azerbaijan and the Non-Aligned Movement Strategy” by Associate-Professor Houman
Sadri, Ph.D., from the University of Central Florida in Orlando and ex-Officio FPSA President (p.17-32),
analyzes how the demise of the Soviet Union (USSR), Azerbaijan was building strong bonds with the West
by courting many Western major oil companies to revitalize the outdated Azeri oil industry and build the
Caucasus Southern Pipeline to Europe, while shunning Russia’s request for joining many of her regional
organizations. As Azerbaijan grew closer to the West and even established formal ties with Israel and joined
as a Partner both the European Union (E.U.) and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Thus, Baku's
2011 declaration of active membership in the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and 2019 NAM Chairship
shocked regional observers. But the NAM supported Baku in condemning Armenia’s 1990-2020 occupation
of Azeri territories of Nagorno-Karabakh. Finally, in the 2020 long second Armenian-Azeri War, Baku relied
on the NAM to secure in 2020 U.N. Security Council for Azerbaijan until Baku’s surprise victory in December
2020 against Armenia with the first use of explosive air-drones in war reconquered its lost lands.
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The second essay, “A Blue Primary in a Reddish State: How Preferences are Shaped by Expectations,
Issues and Sexism” is a co-authored work by Professors Daniel A. Smith, Ph.D. & Michael D. Martinez,
Ph.D., both from the University of Florida in Gainesville (p.33-53), examines the effects of expectations,
issue preferences and sexism on Democratic primary voters’ preferences in Florida’s closed Democratic
primary for Governor in 2022. U.S. Representative Charlie Crist (D) and Commissioner of Agriculture
Nikki Fried (D) vied for the Democratic nomination to challenge incumbent Republican Governor Ron
DeSantis. During that political campaign, each candidate tried to define the other on issues and claim
that they had the better chance to defeating DeSantis in the general election. Drawing on the Florida
data in the Comparative Primary Survey, this work investigates the relative effects of issue preferences
(particularly on abortion), general election expectations and gender on likely Democratic voters.

The third essay, “Political Violence and Democratic Transition in Western Africa: A Vicious Circle of
Relationship” by David Olusanjo, ABD & M.A., from Florida International University in Miami and 2024
Winner FPSA Best Graduate Paper Award (p.54-69), explores why some attempts at democratic
transition do trigger political violence, while others end peacefully in Western Africa? To answer this
guestion, this study attempts to empirically investigate the impact of political violence on democratic
transition using balanced panel data and cross-national evidence from Western African countries (2010—
2022). The main argument is that the incidence of political violence is more likely to bring delays in
democratic transition in some Western African countries compared with others. The results from the
multivariate regression analysis provide support for the hypothesis that political violence is associated
with a delayed or results in a negative impact on democratic transition within the Western African sub-
region. The result suggests that there is a vicious of relationship between political violence and
democratic transition.

The fourth essay, “Pay Fathers to Work Less? Paternity Leave Policy’s Impact on E.U. Women’s
Employment” by Adam Bernstein, B.A., from the University of Florida in Gainesville and 2024 Winner
FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper Award (p.70-83), discusses how under European Union (E.U.) Directive
2019/1158 on Work-life Balance, all members of the E.U. have been required to implement a minimum
harmonized paid leave policy specifically for fathers. Much of the rationale for this policy focuses on the
promotion of gender equality. As the oft cited drawback for maternity leave policy is that generous
schemes discourage employers from hiring women, it should follow that generous paternity leave
policies help to counter-balance this issue. However, remarkably little of parental leave literature
addresses the impact of paternity leave policies on women’s employment. This paper attempts to rectify
this gap by analyzing the impacts of paternity leave policy throughout the lens of E.U. policy — a sample
representing heterogeneous economic and policy landscapes with high-quality data. Time-series data is
employed for all E.U. member-states from 2005 to 2023, utilizing a triple differences-indifferences
model to consider whether states implementing more generous paternity leave structures over this
period experience higher levels of employment for maternity-age women. The results show that
countries implementing more total days of paid paternity leave — but not necessarily schemes more
equal to a state’s paid maternity leave scheme -- produced greater levels of female employment across
the motherhood demographic than those states will fewer days of paid paternity leave. Additionally,
the Work-life Balance Directive’s paid paternity leave passage appears to have generated increases in
female employment levels specifically in states lacking 14 days of paid paternity leave in 2019. These
findings have important implications for policy-makers considering paternity leave programs as a
method to improve female labor market outcomes.
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The fifth essay, “Turnout Effects of SB-90 in Florida’s 2023 Municipal Elections: How do Voters React to
Legislation Changes in Florida Municipal Elections” by Anna M. Lackovic, B.A. from the University of Florida
in Gainesville and 2024 Runner-up for FPSA Best Undergraduate Award (p.84-101), compares how in Spring
2021, the Florida Legislature passed SB-90, a bill that increased restrictions on voting for election security
purposes. However, some of the changes limit voter access to resources. Prior to 2022, Floridians who
requested a vote-by-mail ballot would receive a mail ballot for any election held through the next two
general elections. One of SB-90’s provisions was to end Florida’s semi-permanent mail ballot status by
requiring eligible voters to request a mail ballot prior to each election, starting after the November 2022
election. The author examines the turnout effects of the new mail-in ballot request requirements on
Florida’s municipal elections in 2023. Through empirical analysis and comparison, Palm Beach County overall
turnout declined compared to similar 2021 elections, with this decrease aligning with an almost identical
decrease in vote-by-mail turnout. In Miami-Dade County, overall turnout decreased, but overall breakdown
of voting methods shows that voters substituted vote-by-mail for another method. Additionally,
demographic analyses show the voted electorate is becoming more diverse, which signals that vote-by-mail
usage decreased. These patterns support existing research that both finds that legislation changes cause a
decrease in turnout and when turnout does not decrease, substitution effects are seen.

Thereafter, follows the full reprint of the “Program of the 2024 Florida Political Sciences Conference” at
the University of Florida in Gainesville, 9 March 2024 (p.102-121), which allows the readers to compare
the breadth of papers offered by scholars, graduate and undergraduate students in Florida.

The sixth essay is our Book Review: “Presidential Swing States by David Schultz & Rafael Jacob, eds., which
was reviewed by Assistant-Professor Austin Trantham, Ph.D., from Saint Leo University, Florida and First
Vice-President of FPSA (p.122-125). This third edition of Presidential Swing States, by David Schultz and
Rafael Jacob, eds. (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishing, 2022) analyzes the changing nature of
“Swing States” and their continued value through a series of instructive case-studies. The book chronicles
long-Swinging States, with historical, political and geographic factors cited as explanations for their positions
as prized political possessions by either the Republican or Democratic Parties on their path to secure victorious
Presidential elections. The authors also divide the book chapters into three types analyzing them in-turn:

1) historically “classic Swing States”,

2) States “on the bubble” of losing their prized status, and

3) States currently “emerging” in electoral importance.
This 3™ edition of Presidential Swing States is a useful, accessible text that captures the intricacies of
battleground areas within today’s electoral politics. Students, scholars, campaign staff and major-party
Presidential candidates will all benefit from a close examination of its contents and taking its lessons to heart.

Finally, this issue reprints the Florida Political Sciences Association’s Statement of Support for Academic
Freedom in our universities and community colleges (p.126). This is followed by our traditional display of
two Back-Covers (p.127 & 128) for the Florida Political Chronicle, highlighting the institutional profile of
current FPSA University Members: Back-Cover | depicts Saint Leo University in Florida, and Back-Cover Il the
Information & Policy Analysis Center (IPAC) of the University of Central Florida in Orlando. As FPSA sponsor,
IPAC’s Deputy-Director Houman Sadri, Ph.D. and Associate-Professor at the University of Central Florida in
Orlando (also ex-Officio FPSA President in 2012-2013) has generously funded the FPSA Best Undergraduate
Paper Award to meritorious candidates in 2015, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2022, 2023 and 2024. Dr. Sadri proudly
reconfirms that IPAC will kindly continue to sponsor future FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper Awards.
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Our Mission: since 1989, the Florida Political Chronicle is the peer-reviewed, regional, scholarly journal
of the Florida Political Sciences Association, serving the academic disciplines and professors of Political
Sciences and International Relations in a balanced, non-political, analytical, intellectual and non-
discriminatory way that fully embodies both our regional association’s and U.S. Department of Education’s
requirements for public policy in universities. The Florida Political Chronicle is registered on EBSCO and
encourages submissions of scholarly academic essays and Book-Reviews from all Political Sciences-related
Disciplines: American Government and Politics; Political Theories and Philosophy; Comparative Politics;
International Affairs and Security; Diplomatic History; International Political Economy; Public
Administration; International Law and Organizations.

Our FPSA regional scholarly journal supports submissions from current and past FPSA members, as well
as domestic and foreign scholars who have either presented their work at any FPSA Annual Conference or
support our organization’s mission.

Thank you for your enduring trust in the Florida Political Chronicle (see Submission Guidelines on p.7).
Most sincerely,

d’{;zrco @imanellﬁ g% D.

Editor of Florida Political Chronicle, FPSA’s regional scholarly journal, https://www.fosanet.com/florida-political-chronicie.ntmi
Full-Professor of Politics & International Security, Saint Leo University-Florida, U.S.A. htps;//www.saintieo.edu/facutty-bios/marco-rimaneli-ph-d
& 2013-2014 Fulbright-Schuman Chair at E.U. graduate College of Europe-Bruges, Flanders/Belgium.
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Azerbaijan and the Non-Aligned Movement Strategy?
by Houman Sadri (University of Central Florida in Orlando & ex-President FPSA)

Abstract: Following the demise of the Soviet Union (USSR), Azerbaijan was building strong bonds with the
West by courting many Western major oil companies to revitalize the outdated Azeri oil industry and build
the Caucasus Southern Pipeline to Europe, while shunning Russia’s request for joining many of her regional
organizations. As Azerbaijan grew closer to the West and even established formal ties with Israel and joined
as a Partner both the European Union (E.U.) and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Thus, Baku’s
2011 declaration of active membership in the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and 2019 NAM Chairmanship
shocked regional observers. But the NAM supported Baku in condemning Armenia’s 1990-2020 occupation
of Azeri territories of Nagorno-Karabakh. Finally, in the 2020 long second Armenian-Azeri War, Baku relied
on the NAM to secure in 2020 U.N. Security Council for Azerbaijan until Baku’s surprise victory in December
2020 against Armenia with the first use of explosive air-drones in war reconquered its lost lands.

I. Introduction

Baku’s declaration of Non-Alignment caught many regional observers by surprised, considering
that Azerbaijan was building strong bonds with the West, after significantly distancing itself from Moscow
immediately upon gaining independence.? Contrary to the conscious and prudent policy paths of many
former Soviet states from the Eurasian region, the Azeri leaders shunned the Russian request for joining
many of the regional organizations, including the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO in 2002),
although they took a passive role in the Commonwealth of Independent State (CIS), established in 1991
following the demise of the USSR. To rekindle its prestigious past, as former-Colonial Empires have
historically done, Moscow established the CIS and CSTO after the fashion of the British Commonwealth of
Nations. However, the British, by contrast, having anticipated their empire’s gradual, but eventual demise,
created theirs well in advance on 11 December 1931.

Moreover, Baku aimed to establish a solid partnership with the West by courting many of the
Western major oil companies to revitalize the outdated Azeri oil industry and building the Caucasus
Southern Pipeline to satisfy the European hungry for fossil fuels. The E.U. states were already interested
in diversifying their sources of imported oil and natural gas by decreasing their dependence on the Middle
Eastern oil. The “Contract of the Century”? became Baku’s way to create a global consortium of major oil
companies, mostly Western, to build the long pipeline toward the West, ending at the Turkish port of
Ceyhan on the Eastern Mediterranean Sea for supertanker transportation to European destinations
without passing through any Middle Eastern states, War Zones, or the Suez Canal.

To reach its own policy goals and to meet the hopes of its powerful regional southern neighbor,
Islamic Iran, Azerbaijan had originally proposed to connect the Azeri pipeline to the trans-lranian North-
South line in order to cut the construction cost and to reach the international oil market of the Persian
Gulf where supertankers would anchor. However, Washington could not approve such a pipeline path
that would have given the Iranian Mullah’s a major strategic advantage. In fact, the U.S. even persuaded
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Baku to dismiss the National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) from the “Contract of the Century” consortium,
which led to open hostility between Tehran and Baku for years.

The West, however, accepted a limited role for the Russian oil companies, as the price to pay for
keeping Moscow in line, since the Russians were not pleased with the South Caucasus Pipeline and were
advocating the use of their own North Caucasus pipeline which would have brought the Azeri oil to the
Russian Port of Novorossiysk to be shipped to Europe. The Russians argued that there would be no extra
construction cost, since the required infrastructure already existed for the transportation of the Azeri oil
to Europe. Nevertheless, Washington did not want to provide Moscow with the same strategic advantages
that the Iranians would have gained if the pipeline would have gone through their territory.

With a solid link to the West first via oil exports, and later for the modernization of the country by
Western technology, Azerbaijan grew closer and closer to the West to the point where it even established
formal ties of Israel. Moreover, Baku showed serious interests in joining any European regional
organization (including the E.U.) and aimed to become a member of NATO.

Given this one-sided overall foreign relations strategy, Baku’s declaration of active membership in
NAM, and recently even chairing the NAM movement, naturally shocked regional observers. It appears
that the Azeri attachment to NAM is more than skin deep. What reasons could there be for this turn of
events? This article aims to address that:

1. What does NAM mean to Baku?

2. Why has Baku selected such a strategy?
3. How has Baku conducted it?

4. What has been its results for Baku?

Il. What is the NAM?

The post-World War |l era (1990-2021) led to a fierce rivalry between two international camps
including the former-Allies against Hitler's Nazi régime and Nazi-Fascist Axis bloc. The USA began to lead
the Western democracies with their Capitalistic systems, which became known as the First World. On the
opposite side in the Second World, the USSR became the self-appointed leader of the socialist camp which
advocated a Marxist-inspired political system with one political party. The latter aimed for a totalitarian
regime trying to reinvent their citizens as regime loyal “comrades” who did not question the party’s
leaders or authority.?

In this tense environment arrived the developing nations of Africa, Asia and Latin America which
aimed to survive both politically and economically after their official emancipation from the status as
colonies or protectorate states. These states that become known as the Third World constituted a mix of
many different types of states with a variety of backgrounds, experience, and socio-political as well as
economic systems. Some were newly independent states that were still in process of nation building from
their life as people living in an archipelago with thousands of islands (e.g., Indonesia) or a multi-ethnic
(e.g., former-Yugoslavia) system. Others were building a nation from a tribal society, like many sub-Sahara
African states (e.g. Ethiopia and Liberia). Still others were proud ancient civilizations that had recently
gained their independence but already had a sense of their national identity, like Egypt and India.
However, their economy was in shambles and still dependent on their former-Colonial Powers.>

With many economic modernization, political development and security challenges, the Third
World states were not interested in being pawns in the dangerous international chess game between the
two SuperPowers. Thus, the leaders of the Third World gathered in Bandung, Indonesia (18-24 April 1955)
gathered for the first time to declare a new foreign policy strategy called, “Non-Alignment.” The latter was
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defined differently from the historically recognized policy of “neutrality,” which was considered to have a
negative and passive nature. For the Third World leaders, like, Sukarno of Indonesia, Nehru of India, Tito
of Yugoslavia, Nasser of Egypt and Nkrumah of Ghana, the nonalignment meant a positive diplomatic path
to conduct their foreign policies while they worked with both superpowers and their allies, avoiding the
passivity and political isolation associated with the traditional notion of “neutrality.”

The Third World became a large international group that aimed to have productive ties with both
SuperPowers and their respective camps in order to meet the many challenges of the development
process. Within the U.N. General Assembly, the newly established Non-Alignment Movement (NAM)
states formed a large voting block that were often courted by both superpowers, similar in function to a
caucus in the legislative body of a nation-state. For the NAM'’s support and vote of the superpowers’ goals
and actions, the NAM members often received technical services and foreign aid packages. This game of
playing one superpower against another provided some diplomatic breathing space for NAM in a very
intense ideological, political, and military competition between the First and the Second Worlds. Beyond
enjoying some diplomatic space and foreign aid, one could argue that the NAM balancing act also
supported its main goal of protecting the fragile sovereignty of its states.

Ill. Why NAM? Baku’s Declaration and Motivations on NAM

On 26 May 2011, Azerbaijan became a member of the Non-Aligned Movement in Bali (Indonesia)
with the unanimous support from the attendees at the NAM conference. Searching for allies in its
diplomatic mission to attract supporters for its cause of protecting its territorial integrity in the Nagorno-
Karabakh region, Baku became an active member of NAM following its membership.®

On 25-26 October 2019, Baku actually hosted the 18™ Summit of the NAM Heads of State in
Azerbaijan in a large ceremony. About 120 United Nations states along with 42 international organizations
representatives attended this NAM Summit. The latter event led to Azerbaijan’s Chairmanship of the NAM
states during the 2019-2023 term.

In a prudent fashion, Baku has promoted its policy goals regarding the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
within the NAM structure. For example, on 9-10 May 2012 during the ministerial gathering of the NAM
Coordinating Bureau in Sharm el-Sheikh (Egypt) at the initiative of Baku, a paragraph on the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict was incorporated in the adoption of the conference Final Document. The latter
supported the notion of peaceful settlement of the dispute according to the norms of respecting the
territorial integrity, preventing the usage of force against territorial integrity, and recognizing the accepted
international borders.

At the 16™ NAM Summit of the Heads of States in Tehran (Iran), Baku was again diplomatically
active during the entire 30-31 August 2012 period. In fact, Azerbaijan succeeded by including Article 391
on the Final Document which addressed its grievance against Armenia. In support of Baku, all conference
attendees representing different NAM states expressed their support for the peaceful settlement of the
conflict while respecting Azerbaijan’s territorial integrity, sovereignty and internationally-recognized
borders along the Caucasus region.

During the 28-29 May 2014, the NAM states met in Algeria for their 17™ Ministerial Meeting. At
this conference again Baku’s major achievement was the inclusion of Article 421 in the Final Document,
where the NAM members voiced their sorrow regarding the persistence of the Yerevan-Baku conflict in
spite of the U.N. Security Council resolutions which aimed to settle the conflict peacefully and via
diplomatic channels.
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Four years later, during the 4-6 April 2018 Mid-term, the NAM Ministerial Conference met in Baku.
There, the participants again showed their disappointments regarding the persistence of the unresolved
Armenian-Azeri conflict over the Nagorno-Karabakh territory. The NAM representatives pointed to the
relevant U.N. Security Council resolutions. Moreover, they backed the notion of peaceful settlement of
disputes (PSD) to resolve the conflict and protecting the territorial integrity of the victim—the Republic of
Azerbaijan.

In the 18-21 July 2019, the NAM Coordination Bureau at the Ministerial level was held in Caracas,
Venezuela. At the end of the conference, the Caracas Final Document repeated its support, as it has
presented in past documents on the Azeri-Armenian conflict.

On 25-26 October 2019, the Heads of States met in Baku where they voiced their disappointments
with the lack of PSD progress on the Azeri-Armenian conflict. The latter had persisted despite the passage
of several U.N. Security Council resolutions, including the S/RES/822, S/RES/853, S/RES/874 and
S/RES/884. At the time, the Baku-Yerevan conflict had remained unresolved and continued to endanger
both regional and global peace and security.

The NAM leaders called on both parties to continue negotiations to resolve the conflict through
PSD, towards maintaining territorial integrity, sovereignty and internationally recognized borders. By the
way, the NAM representatives stressed the unacceptability of forceful occupation of territories and
confirmed that no state should approve the legitimacy of the situation resulting from the occupation of
all Azeri territories. Finally, they also stated that no state should provide any assistance, including
economic aid, in supporting that occupation.

On 4 April 2020, the Coordinating Bureau of the NAM approved a Communiqué on the "elections"
held in the occupied Azeri territories of Nagorno-Karabagh. They stressed that the any forceful occupation
of territory is simply unacceptable based on international rules and standards. The final document
emphasized that the military seizure of Azeri territory is not legitimate under any conditions. Moreover,
the NAM communiqué declared that the movement members do not approve the March 2020
“Presidential and Parliamentary elections” held in the occupied territory of Nagorno-Karabakh as legally
acceptable. Addressing the Final Document Article 662, the Coordinating Bureau repeatedly showed its
support of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Azerbaijan by acknowledging its internationally
recognized boundaries. Finally, they supported settlement of the Baku-Yerevan conflict according to the
U.N. Security Council Resolutions 822, 853, 874 and 884.

On 9 October 2020, the following NAM Ministerial Meeting was organized and conducted virtually
on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly 75t session. This meeting overlapped with the Armenian
aggression against Azeri territory and citizens. Thus, an extra item was added to the meeting’s agenda:

“Discussion on recent armed attack by the Republic of Armenia
against the positions of the armed forces and civilian settlements
of the Republic of Azerbaijan, along the entire frontline”’

Plus, a Special Declaration was also adopted under the same article. This Declaration conveyed
their grief regarding the loss of life of innocent civilians as the direct result of the military engagement.
Once again, they endorsed their support for the PSD of the Armenian-Azeri conflict according to the
relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions. Last but not least, they reaffirmed their support for
the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and stated their unanimity with Baku
based on the principled position of NAM, as listed below:
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1.

9.

Respect for fundamental human rights, and for the
Purposes and principles of the Charter of the U.N.
Respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity

of all nations.

Recognition of the equality of all races and of the
equality of all nations, large and small.

Abstention from intervention or interference into

the internal affairs of another country.

Respect for the right of each nation to defend itself,
singly or collectively, in conformity with the U.N. Charter.
Abstention from the use of arrangement of collective
defense to serve the particular interests of any of the
big powers, and abstention by any country from
exerting pressures on other countries.

Refraining from acts or threats of aggression or the
use of force against the territorial integrity or political
independence of any country.

Settlement of all international disputes by peaceful means,
such as negotiation, conciliation, arbitration, or judicial
settlement and other peaceful means of the parties’
own choice, in conformity with the U.N. Charter.
Promotion of mutual interests and cooperation.

10. Respect for justice and international obligations.?

The U.N. Security Council conducted a closed consultation on 19 October 2020 in order to
deliberate on the Armenian-Azeri intense conflict in 2020. In this session, a draft statement by the
President of the Security Council on this topic was debated. Baku enjoyed a major diplomatic victory when
it convinced the Security Council to add a reference to its 1993 resolutions on the Armenia-Azerbaijan
conflict in its President’s statement mentioned. This Azeri diplomatic achievement was mainly due to
Baku’s efforts to line up support from the NAM Members in the UN Security Council. Thus, the long-term
efforts of Baku had a big diplomatic payoff.

The following statements during Azeri Chairman of NAM helped promote a positive reputation for Baku:

1. “28 November 2022, Statement on behalf of the Members of the NAM that are States Parties to
the Chemical Weapons Convention and China. The 27t Session of the Conference of the States

Parties.”?

2. “24 April 2023, Statement on behalf of the NAM at the Security Council open debate on
Maintenance of International Peace and Security: Effective Multilateralism through the Defense of
the Principles of the U.N. Charter.”1°
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IV. How Azeri NAM was conducted?

Any study of the Azeri NAM strategy must carefully analyze and compare Baku’s ties with both
Moscow and Western Capitals. Among Baku’s relations with all states, its connections with Moscow have
been vital for the Azeri’s sense of independence and for protecting its national territory via regaining
control of Nagorno-Karabakh. Early after independence, Azeri leaders learned that they cannot
completely ignore the Russian elements in their policy calculations, although they have shown great
interest in pursuing a Western orientation. Azeris discovered that the West has limits in assisting those
non-NATO and non-E.U. former-Soviet states. Baku also observed that Moscow has made it very difficult
for those former Soviet states which aim to significantly distance themselves from Russia. This discussion
requires a brief review of the major events in the Azeri-Russian ties since 1990 in order to fully understand
the Azeri NAM stand.

For Russia, Baku is significant for projecting power and keeping influence in its so-called “Near
Abroad”. Therefore, the Kremlin considers Azerbaijan both as a prospect and a risk.!! After Azeri
independence following the demise of the USSR, Azerbaijan’s dependency on Russia has considerably
decreased. That is due to the fact that Baku has significant national income because of its vast fossil fuel
sources.'? Azeri’s main strategy is to protect its independence and territorial integrity, while the Russian main
strategy is to develop its regional or global prospects. However, both Moscow and Baku must keep cordial
ties for the prosperity of their states.!®> Baku leaders have often had doubts and concerns about Russian
efforts for regional integration because such ideas would harden Moscow’s regional hegemonic status.*

In order to maintain solid ties with former Soviet Republics, the Kremlin established the CIS on
December 8, 1991. Baku joined the CIS, but the super nationalistic Elchibey left this regional organization
and minimized its Russian ties after coming to power.> At the time, Russia was concentrated on national
economic and political challenges. Thus, the Kremlin ignored such regional changes. Soon, however, the
first Nagorno-Karabakh conflict provided Moscow with an opportunity to recapture Baku into its sphere
of influence.1® By rejecting intervention in the dispute and providing aid to Yerevan, Russia established
that Azerbaijan should accept Russian regional hegemony. Unofficially, Russia provided about a billion
dollars of worth arms and ammunition to Armenia free of charge, which empowered the Armenian
military machine.’” The catastrophe brought by Azeri defeat led to the domestic rebellion that forced
Elchibey out of power. Nevertheless, Russa was not pleased enough with Elchibey’s loss of power. The
Kremlin hoped an Azeri leader who recognized Russian hegemony and behaved accordingly without any
challenges. It was only following President Heydar Aliyev’s request for renewing Azeri membership in CIS
that Moscow brought an immediate halt to the Armenian military operation.

For Moscow, CIS membership of the former Soviet Republics is advantageously significant to offer
an official structure to protectits sphere of influence, including all countries that lie within its Near Abroad.
Generally speaking, the Kremlin leaders have always considered the Caspian Sea Western and Eastern
shores in this fashion. This is a Russian historical perspective that the Near Abroad is a crucial geographic
region since it geopolitically acts as a “buffer” against invasions from the South. In this region, while
Moscow has a significant presence, operating a major military base in Armenia, it has no military presence
in Georgia and Azerbaijan. For defensive purposes, Russia used to manage the Gabala Radar station in
Azerbaijan, but the lease for that base was not renewed in 2012.18

Theoretically, the CIS aimed to defend the sovereignty and territory of all its member states. In
practice, however, CIS only focused on the protection of Russia whose main objective was to reassert itself
as the core power overseeing the peripheral states in its “Near Abroad.” This point was clear for all former
Soviet states who considered Russia as a regional hegemon among themselves.'® During the Putin era, the
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country has become stronger and more aggressive with other Republics, motivating certain CIS leaders to
suggest a need for a “dignified divorce” to regain their own sovereignty.?? Their lack of interest in CIS was
clearly evident when Moscow and Astana were forced to cancel the 2006 anniversary of the CIS. Some
observers wondered if the cancellation was caused by the Russian failure to convince CIS members to
support Moscow’s objective for restoring the regional group.?!

For Moscow, any Western intrusion into the Russian geographic sphere of influence triggers
anxiety. In fact, the expansion of NATO membership among the Eastern European is seen as threatening to
Russia, which has not been offered membership to the same organization.?? In response, Moscow
established the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) in 2002. The latter aimed to oppose NATO.
However, Baku has stayed away from joining CSTO so far, using its NAM strategy as a reason.?? In fact, Baku
is one of the former Soviet Republics which have the weakest connections to the CIS structure; and they
are looking for the right opportunity to depart CIS. The main challenge is that the CIS members consider
the organization to serve mainly Moscow’s strategic and tactical needs as well as Russian hegemony.?*

Beyond maintaining Baku within its security structure, Kremlin also has business interests in
Azerbaijan. Following the demise of the Soviet Union, Western oil corporations moved into the Near
Aboard, such that Moscow lost control of the energy deposits and facilities that it dominated during the
life of USSR. Hence, Russia lost both energy revenues and political leverage. From the perspective of the
Kremlin, any oil or natural gas pipelines which does not cross Russian territory decreases its economic
revenue and political leverage. In fact, following the completion of Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan line, Moscow
extremely protested to the planned Trans-Caspian Pipeline, which would have transported natural gas
from Turkmenistan into the Southern Gas Corridor, since it would have further weakened Moscow’s grip
on the former Soviet Republics, particularly in the Near Abroad.

In fact, the control of energy resources has been vital to Russian interests, ever since Putin
proclaimed his county to be an Energy Superpower. During Putin’s era, Russian economic recovery has
been predominantly based on energy income. In 2003, when global energy prices increased, Russian main
oil giant, Lukoil, public disclosure revealed a 38% increase in revenues. This sudden growth significantly
improved Russia’s economic development, which led to Putin’s enormous popularity.?> He employed the
political capital garnered from that popularity to centralize political power in Russia and rebuild the
international image of the country abroad.?® Therefore, Russia’s position as an energy superpower brings
for the country economic as well as political benefits at domestic and international levels.

Azerbaijan usually recognizes the reality of Russian energy interests in its decision-making
calculation, as Moscow has plainly indicated that it would move to protect its interests. However,
Azerbaijan has succeeded in untangling itself from Moscow’s web of influence. Not all of its efforts have
succeeded, though. As an alternative to CIS, Baku established the GUAM in 1997 (Georgia, Ukraine,
Azerbaijan, Moldova) and two years later when Uzbekistan joined, it became the GUUAM. In reality, the
latter has been political insignificant when its 2004 meeting in Yalta consisted of only two member-
states. In the following year, Tashkent withdrew from the GUUAM, which became GUAM again. Despite
all the attempts of its members to bring some substance to the activities of this organization, no major
policy has been made. In fact, GUAM has even failed to create a mutual security force to supplant the
Russian troops occupying Georgia. Thus, GUAM really exists only in name or form, without any
substantive accomplishments.?’

Failed though it may be, that enterprise clearly demonstrates Baku has aimed to maintain
reasonable distance from Moscow., Yet, it also has been a sobering reminder of what Baku leaders had
already internalized. To keep their sovereignty and territorial integrity, they must recognize and respect
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Russian power and position in the region. Their membership in the NAM, provides Azerbaijan with the
opportunity to avoid offending Russia with its growing economic ties with the West. Moreover, Baku
remained neutral during the entire Russian-Georgian War in 2008. While they provide badly needed fuel
to Georgians, certain Azeri leaders even seemed to support Moscow’s campaign. Nevertheless, reliable
reports that Russians were suppling more weapons to Armenia than Azerbaijan during their military
engagements made the Baku leaders even more cautious.?® In the pragmatic tradition of his father,?°
President Ilham Aliyev maintained balanced foreign relations with the West as well as a pragmatic position
toward Russia despite their opposing interests.3°

The 2010 visit of the former President Dmitry Medvedev to Baku brought a great deal of hope for
the Azeri-Russian bilateral ties. Several treaties were signed which indicated that both parties were
seriously interested in cooperating at an economic level.3! Nevertheless, Baku did not put all its eggs in
the Russian basket. Not only did it sign a protocol with the E.U. membersin 2011, the Azeri also signed an
agreement with Ankara for the development of the Trans-Anatolia Gas Pipeline (TANAP). The downside
side of these treaties is that they created some tension in Baku-Moscow ties.3? This provoked the Kremlin
to counter with proposals such as Nord Stream 2, which has the capacity to transport about 2,000 bcf of
gas under the Baltic Sea to Germany. That way Moscow could also gain some political leverage in its ties
with the E.U.33 Yet, during the same time period, Moscow discovered that it could not peacefully resolve
the Armenian-Azeri conflict over the Nagorno-Karabakh region. Thus, Russia began to limit its role in the
dispute settlement process, as the diplomatic gap between the two parties was too wide bridge. In 2012
when Putin returned to power, Moscow disengaged even more from the peace negotiation process.3*
Interestingly enough, these political challenges did not impact Azeri-Russian economic ties. In fact, the
volume of their 2013 trade increased ten-fold above those of the early-2000s.3°

Since 2013, Baku has gradually started to distance itself from the West to persuade Moscow to
support the Azeri position in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. This development provided Moscow the
opportunity to reinforce its regional position. During the Russian absence from the negotiation process, the
E.U. agencies took charge, but the E.U. was unable to resolve the dispute either, and showed major limits to
its ability to bring any significant change. These developments taught Baku leaders that while the West can
assist Azerbaijan in a “balancing” act to decrease the impact of Russia at the general level, the E.U. is not
able to help Baku with this specific conflict. Thus, in Baku, Yerevan, and even many E.U. capitals, the
expectation of the constructive role that Moscow could play to resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
gradually increased.

In the light of such expectations, Baku showed a major diplomatic signal in its flexible NAM strategy
by focusing on economic cooperation with Moscow. It began to purchase a significant quantity of Russian
weapons and military equipment with the revenues gains from selling oil to the West.® This failed to tilt
Moscow’s policy line in its favor when another military campaign began in April 2016. Moscow hoped to
avoid making enemies of both Baku and Yerevan, but instead ended up disappointing both former Soviet
States. The bright spot is that Baku at least kept Moscow from helping Yerevan, growing its dissatisfaction
as well. Armenia depends much more on Russia than Azerbaijan after all. In 2017, the rumors suggested
that increasing Armenian attacks against Azerbaijan were supported by Moscow.3” Nevertheless, the
diplomatic traffic between Baku and Moscow meaningfully increased in 2019. This signal gave them hope
their relations would grow closer to one another.38

Some claimed that Moscow’s past arms support for Yerevan might have complicated such efforts.?®
However, it did not prevent Moscow from presiding over the ceasefire agreement to the second Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, which was signed on 9 November 2020 under the leadership of President Putin.*® During
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the 2020 conflict, the Azeri forces regained most of their territory that they had lost despite their heavy
casualties, putting the Armenian on the defensive position for the first time. The trilateral ceasefire
agreement among Baku, Moscow and Yerevan officially returned the remaining occupied Azeri territories
surrounding the Nagorno-Karabakh region to Baku’s control. Thus, the Azeri military on the battlefield ended
a persistent conflict which would not go away via diplomatic efforts prior to Russian invasion of Ukraine in
2022. The military conflict also brought Baku a major diplomatic victory, while it initiated violent
demonstrations in Armenia for signing such a humiliating agreement that brought calls for resignation of
Armenian Prime Minister. Despite their anger, he had no choice but to accept the military, political and
diplomatic realities, since Yerevan lost both the initiative and the upper hand in that conflict.

The 2022-invasion of Ukraine has also altered the regional politics in the Caucasus and the Near
Aboard. Overwhelmed by its own military campaigns against Ukraine supported by the West, the conflict
which was supposed to be only a “limited war” from the Russian perspective has become a “total war,” which
is grabbing all of the country’s resources to achieve victory. Domestic conditions have become very difficult
for Moscow, which has lost much of its traditional influence in Baku. In turn, the latter has taken advantage of
this opportunity provided by the distracted Russian leadership and the bogged down Russian military to
advance Baku’s national agenda and expand its military, security, and geopolitical position against Yerevan.

A clear example of Baku’s upper hand is associated with the case of Ruben Vardanyan, the local
Armenian leader of the Nagorno-Karabagh region. Azerbaijan President denounced Vardanyan, banning him
from negotiations about the future of Armenian residents of the Karabagh region. In the past, Moscow
would have made sure that an individual such as Vardanyan would have a place at the negotiation table.
Nevertheless, the deteriorating impact of the overwhelmed Moscow was clear when President Aliyev stated
that there are several platforms for Azeri-Armenian talks beyond the traditional role of Russia, including the
U.S.A., E.U., NATO and OSCE. The latter, however, Baku considered ineffective, since the negotiations via
OSCE have not had any success in the last 28 years. Moreover, Azeri have also rejected the role of France
for their pro-Armenian perspective, which could be due to the impact of the active local Armenian
community in the French politics.** Furthermore, the declining impact of Moscow in Baku has been obvious
when Russia’s repeated request to keep the Lachin corridor fully open fell on the deaf ears of the Azeri
leaders. Azerbaijan has also ignored Russia’s direct demands to keep order in the region by controlling the
unruliness of Azeri environmental protestors who have harassed Armenian travelers in the region.*?

V. NAM Gains, Lessons and Conclusion

In the Political Sciences’ field of International Relations (I.R.), the experts and policy-makers always
hope that regular diplomatic channels will resolve any dispute in a civilized fashion. However, history has
shown that “might makes right” and “diplomacy fails to resolve many conflicts.” Such experience had led
to the resurgence of the oldest I.R. Theory perspective, Realism, which emphasized the vital role that
power plays in world politics. From the Realist point of view, it is the power level of the state that
eventually helps them to survive, grow, and promote their values in the world.

Based on this I.R. Theory, it is only natural that Baku would take its chosen path. After all, when
Baku was politically in chaos, economically poor, and militarily inferior to its main regional foe. Armenia
used its military muscle to capture and control about 20% of internationally recognized Azerbaijan’s
territory where about 120,000 Armenians have lived. Moreover, the Armenian military campaign led to
about one million Azeri forced to leave their homes and live as refugees elsewhere.

Of course, it is easy to argue that the 2020 Azeri-Armenian military campaigns finally turned the
tide against Yerevan simply because Baku enjoyed a well-trained and equipped military which was not
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afraid to pay a high casualty price to regain its territory. However, this view emphasizes only on the impact
of “hard power” and tend to ignore and undermine the “soft power” side of the story. There is no doubt
that Baku’s military in 2020 were and still are “a force to be reckoned with.” While the Azeri could and did
overwhelm the Armenians, but what if the well-equipped and superior Russian troops stationed in
Armenian bases would have intervened on behalf of the client-state, Armenia? Then, there would have
been little hope for Baku to be victorious. Thus, there was more in managing that conflict more than using
sheer military power.

Besides building its economy and military, the political reality suggests that Baku played its
diplomatic cards well for decades. Plus, Azeri leaders learned valuable lessons in terms of how to deal with
regional and global powers involved directly or indirectly in that conflict.

Lesson One, although democracy is the desirable system, the political chaos that enveloped Azerbaijan
crippling the Azeri decision-making process, and Yerevan took advantage of its inability to respond on
the battlefield.

Lesson Two, the super nationalistic Azeri leaders were not helpful in putting the young republic on the
right path for democracy, development and stability. While their speech united and pleased many Azeri
citizens in the short-run, they also made other ethnic groups, especially Armenians insecure, wishing to
ask for autonomy with the long-term plans for merging with their motherland, Armenia. Plus, the super
nationalist speech of the first generation of Azeri leaders made Iranian leaders seriously concerned about
Baku promoting a separatist movement in the four Azeri-dominated northwest provinces of Iran next to
the Republic of Azerbaijan, where 75% of Azeri nationalities live. This led Tehran to side with Armenia,
even though Azerbaijan is a Shia majority Muslim state. The Islamic Republic of Iran is obligated by its
constitution to help underdog Muslims around the world, especially when they are of the Shia sect. Soon,
the moderate leadership made a sharp course correction, and spoke instead about “Unity of Populations.”
For example, President Aliyev stressed that:

“Multiculturalism is a state policy in Azerbaijan. There is no
alternative to multiculturalism in the 215t Century. Therefore,
| believe that the formation of multicultural societies, the
promotion of these ideas should be an integral part of the
activity of every responsible politician, public figure. Today,
human values are the basis of any normal society.”*?

Lesson Three was to walk a fine line between the political interests of the East and West to make the “Deal of the
Century.” The latter in turn led to the creation of the main source of Azeri national income from the sale of the oil
and gas commodities at the international market, especially to the Western Europe. They have been great clients
for Azeri oil and have been willing to provide their modern technology for the right price at the service of
Azerbaijan’s extensive modernization projects and plans. The Azeri military could not function if it was not for the
great infrastructures that many European states including Turkish companies built in Azerbaijan.

Lesson Four was to re-think the regional political realities and reconsider the limitations of both regional
and global allies and rivals before making hasty decisions. In this regard, Baku learned that an extremist
distancing policy toward Moscow was not helping for Azeri policy goals and means, since Russia could be
spoiler of many deals. After trying many different policies, the Azeri leaders eventually learned that Russia
is the 1000-pound local bear that is not going anywhere. The bear must be satisfied to a degree, so
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Moscow would give its blessing or at least avoid spoiling the outcome. Neutralizing Russian support of
Armenia was very important. This ensured that Russian troops stationed in bases inside Armenia as well
as the local peacekeeping forces would not fight against Azeri forces. Moreover, Baku learned that the
West cannot be counted on to help resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh crisis based on Azeri’s terms.

Lesson Five was that Baku needs a strategy which helps both the domestic and international needs of the
country. They found it in the Non-Alighed Movement, whose main goal was protecting the “sovereignty”
of the little countries in relation to bigger powers. In addition, the NAM also advocated the protection of
“territorial integrity” of all states based on internationally recognized national boundaries and
international law. Last but not least, a NAM strategy would legitimize the zig-zagging nature of Baku’s
foreign policy between the West and Russia.

Lesson Six was that Azerbaijan needs supporters beyond the great and regional powers for its cause. Again,
the NAM provided the required environment favorable for a prudent foreign policy strategy for a weaker
state which has had the ambition to rise to the rank of a “middle power” on the world stage. Following its
membership in NAM, Baku became such an active member with a dynamic diplomacy that championed
many of the causes of most NAM states. Thus, Azerbaijan in a relatively short time moved to the role of the
Chairman (2019-2023) after the NAM Baku Summit in October 2019 a year before it initiated a campaign
to reclaim its territory from Armenia in 2020. The NAM allies of Azerbaijan were helpful in the U.N. Security
Council and other International Organizations to protect the rights and interests of Azerbaijan against
Armenia when there were needs for drafting Final Documents or Declarations.

Lesson Seven was about the rare opportunities provided by unexpected events, like the invasion of
Ukraine. Unlike Kazakhstan and Georgia, Azerbaijan did not accept any Russians escaping from the Russian
military draft after the start of the Ukrainian Crisis. Besides, Baku has made itself economically
indispensable for Russia which is under serious international sanctions and has had major challenges for
cash transfers, as an Azeri diplomat stated during our interview.** Contrary to Armenian-Russian relations,
the ties to Azerbaijan do not cost Moscow anything. In fact, Azerbaijan pays well and on time for all
products and equipment purchased from Russia including the fees to train how to use the Russian tools
and equipment, especially the military ones. Moreover, Baku has provided Moscow with a reliable transit
route to and from Russia. Finally, Azeri banks and financial institutions ease the monetary transactions of
Russia under sanctions. All these factors led Baku to neutralize Moscow’s support of Armenia, which also
does not enjoy any major economic or military support from the West, although active local Armenian
communities in the U.S.A. and Europe have succeeded to modify their adopted countries’ policies and
leaders to support Armenia at least by encouraging words and speeches, such as former House Leader
Nancy Pelosi’s visit to Armenia and the support of the Armenian cause by ex-Secretary of State John Kerry.

Last, but certainly not least, Baku has learned that while developing its military machine is a
“necessary condition” for a victory on the battlefield, it is not the “sufficient condition” to maintain the
peace in a world that cries for “there is no peace without justice,” especially among the Global South
states which are members of NAM. Borrowing the wise words of Master-Jedi Yoda, “Wars not make one
great.” President Aliyev has cleverly been more of a fine NAM diplomat and strategist to bring peace as
opposed to being a great warrior for enforcing a final solution by his military.
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Blue Primary in a Reddish State: How Preferences are Shaped by
Expectations, Issues and Sexism
by Daniel A. Smith, Ph.D. & Michael D. Martinez, Ph.D. (University of Florida, Gainesville)

ABSTRACT: This essay examines the effects of expectations, issue preferences and sexism on Democratic
primary voters’ preferences in Florida’s closed Democratic primary for Governor in 2022. U.S.
Representative Charlie Crist (D) and Commissioner of Agriculture Nikki Fried (D) vied for the Democratic
nomination to challenge incumbent Republican Governor Ron DeSantis. During the campaign, each
candidate tried to define the other on issues and claim that they had the better chance to defeating
DeSantis in the general election. Drawing on the Florida data in the Comparative Primary Survey, this work
investigates the relative effects of issue preferences (particularly on abortion), general election
expectations and gender on likely Democratic voters.

How do issue preferences and expectations of candidate electability affect vote choice in
competitive primary elections, particularly when the gender of the candidates may be a salient factor?
Might voter concerns about a candidate’s prospects in the upcoming general election override voters’
issue preferences, and might sexism be a factor? This essay investigates the relative effects of issue
preferences (particularly on abortion), general election expectations, and sexism on the preferences of
likely Democratic voters.

The authors are chiefly interested in whether vote choice is conditioned by polarizing social
issues—abortion, immigration and COVID-19 vaccines—in a closed (Democratic) primary election. Are
voters who are primed by a hot button social issues less likely to be concerned about electability of their
preferred candidate in the general election, as their focus is instead on the substantive issues at hand?
The authors argue that Democratic voters who strongly identify with an issue, such as a women'’s right to
choose, pathways to legal immigration, and approving COVID-19 vaccinations, should be more likely to
“calculate the changes in their own welfare” (Fiorina 1981, p.5).

Of these issues, the authors are particularly interested in how the issue of abortion and the right of
women to control what happens to their own bodies influenced the vote choice of Democratic primary
voters. The U.S. Supreme Court’s Dobbs 24 June 2020, decision, in which the majority ruled that the U.S.
Constitution does not confer a right to abortion, undoubtedly shaped the information environment in
which the 23 August 2022 August primary took place. We are particularly interested in assessing whether
younger, female Democratic primary voters, especially those who were most concerned about threats to
abortion rights, were more likely to support a female, pro-choice candidate on the ballot than a male
candidate with a checkered public record on the issue. Such voters, we argue, were more likely to put
aside bandwagon effects regarding the viability of their party’s nominee in the upcoming general election.

The authors test the argument by drawing on an original survey gathered immediately before the
23 August 2022, primary election in Florida. The contest featured Nikki Fried—incumbent Secretary of
Agriculture and Consumer Affairs and the only Democrat to be elected to a statewide office since the
1990s—as the underdog running against Charlie Crist—former Republican Governor and incumbent
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member of the U.S. Congress from St. Petersburg whose district ran along the Gulf Coast. The winner had
the inevitable task of facing the well-funded if not controversial incumbent Republican Governor, Ron
DeSantis, in the general election. We are interested in understanding whether sexism played a role in to
the decision of sincere supporters of Fried to vote strategically for their less-preferred candidate, Crist,
who the media and various pundits handicapped as having a more realistic chance beating many
Democrats’ béte noire, Republican Governor Ron DeSantis.

Candidate vote choice in primary elections

Closed primary gubernatorial elections provide an excellent environment to consider the relative
weight of issues, electability of a candidate in the general election, and sexism. First, party identification
is held constant in primary elections; party cues, which often assist voters with vote choices, are
eliminated, allowing researchers to identify other factors that influence vote choice other than
partisanship.! Second, the absence of party heuristics in closed primaries increases the informational costs
to voters when sorting through candidates’ policy positions on issues that they care about and might assist
in them in making rational, or “correct,” choices about the candidates (Lau & Redlawsk 2006). Third, with
a few notable exceptions (Shirley Chisholm in 1972, Geraldine Ferraro in 1984, Elizabeth Dole in 2000,
Hillary Clinton in 2008 and 2016), few female candidates have contested a party’s nomination in
presidential primaries, limiting the ability to assess the role sexism might play in candidate choice.

Strategic voting and bandwagon effects

There is sizeable literature on the shaping of voter preferences during presidential nominations
(Norrander 1986; Jackman & Vavreck 2010; Aldrich & Alvarez 1994; Stone, Rapoport & Abramowitz 1992;
Barker, Lawrence & Tavits 2006; Kelly & Loepp 2022; Kenney 1993). Much of this research is informed the
work of Larry Bartels on strategic voting and bandwagon effects in presidential primary elections.
Bandwagon effects, Bartels (1985) argues, are really perceived bandwagon effects, resulting from
preferences of voters being projected onto the viability of the candidates. Reliance on candidate
thermometer scores, he argues, does not consider voters’ perceptions of the candidates’ viability.

Analyzing National Election Study presidential pre-convention survey data in the 1980 primaries,
Bartels (1985) finds that support for “bandwagon candidates” is shaped primarily by voters’ evaluations of
candidate traits, such as “leadership” qualities, when the nomination is more one-sided, voters are more
likely to engage in substantive political evaluations. In a follow-up study assessing the dynamics of candidate
support in the extended 1984 Democratic presidential primary, Bartels (1987, p.21) argues voters are likely
to engage in strategic voting, which he defines as the attempt to “maximize their favourable impact upon
the outcome of the election, if necessary by voting for a second-best candidate in order to forestall the
election of a less-attractive alternative.” In the end, political predispositions to oppose a front-runner in a
primary election” are necessary but not sufficient to generate actual support,” as the missing ingredient “is
some perception that the challenger has a genuine chance to win” (Bartels 1987, p.15).

YIn Florida, registered voters who want to participate in a party’s primary must be registered with the party at least 29 days
before the election. see “Book Closing Reports,” Division of Elections, available at
https://www.dos.myflorida.com/elections/data-statistics/ voter-registration-statistics/bookclosing/ (last accessed November
24, 2022). Fifteen states have voter registration deadlines that range from 28 to 30 days before an election: Alaska, Arizona,
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico, Ohio, Rhode Island, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Texas. See National Conference of State Legislatures, “Voter Registration Deadlines,” available
https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/ voter-registration-deadlines.aspx (accessed 24 November 2022).
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Given the rise and enduring strength of negative partisanship in the U.S. (Abramowitz & Webster
2016), there is good reason to think that strategic voting will play an even greater role when registered
party members collectively select their nominees to contest in general elections. Partisans participating
in a competitive primary contest have good reason to focus more on electability in a general election when
deliberating who to support. In an age of negative partisanship, with partisans becoming increasingly
ideologically homogeneous (Levendusky 2009; Mason 2018), voters might be willing to set aside pangs of
sincere voting—that is, casting a vote for the candidate who most closely matches one’s own policy
positions. Viewing events through a partisan “perceptual screen” (Campbell et al. 1960, p. 130), primary
voters, particularly in a closed primary, may be more willing to set aside policy differences with the
candidate perceived as having better odds of winning in the general election.

Despite the endurance of partisan polarization and negative polarization, bandwagon effects and
attendant strategic voting might be arguably less likely to occur in gubernatorial elections. Unlike the long
and winding Presidential season, where the preferences of potential voters in primaries (closed and open)
may be affected by myriad factors, such as élite endorsements, viable fundraising, national and
international crises, the rise of dark horse candidates, and old-fashioned journalistic muckraking, is readily
transferable to gubernatorial primary elections, gubernatorial elections are relatively staid (Dowdle,
Adkins & Steger 2009). More importantly, unlike the sequential presidential primary season, when state
caucuses and primaries stretch on for the better part of half a year, bandwagon effects are dissipated.
Strategic voting becomes more difficult for prospective voters, as voters cannot look to fellow partisans
in other states for signals about the relative strengths and weaknesses of the candidates. In his study of
Republican and Democratic primary voters in Georgia, Abramowitz (1989) finds that voters were more
likely to be rational utility maximizers when asked to express their support for the candidates.! Weighing
electability alongside voters’ evaluations of primary candidates, electability is likely to be grounded in
voter perceptions that differ across subgroups within a primary electorate.

Issues

Issue voters, scant as they may be, should be more likely to sincerely support their preferred
candidate in a closed primary election. Despite general election stakes remaining high, might some issues
be so salient and concerning that some voters in a closed primary election decide not to jump on the
bandwagon and vote sincerely? In the case of the 2022 Florida Democratic gubernatorial primary, might
potential issue voters, particularly those who have strong opinions on abortion rights (but also
immigration and COVID-19), affect their decisions? Will issues displace considerations of electatability of
their party’s nominee in the general election?

There’s a broad literature on the importance of issue preferences in candidate vote choice. Among
issues, the consideration of economic issues have dominated how scholars theorize about how voters
think about candidate preferences in general elections (Duch & Stevenson 2008; Lewis-Beck & Paldam
2000; Markus 1988; Ansolabehere, Meredith & Snowberg 2014; Healy, Persson & Snowberg 2017). The
focus on both retrospective and prospective decision making has marginalized the consideration of
whether stances on issues might also affect candidate preferences (Bélanger & Meguid 2008).

However, in elections that bracket off party and incumbency, such as in Florida’s closed primary
election featuring a pair of relatively well-known non-incumbents, it is conceivable that non-economic
issues might play a greater role in shaping voters’ candidate support. Partisans might be less likely to think
their own party is to blame for pocketbook or socio-tropic economic conditions. For instance, rather than

1 Abramowitz (1989, p.978) defines electability as “the voter’s perceptions of the candidates’ chances of winning the [general] election.”
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ascribing blame for a flailing economy or high inflation rates, voters might be more interested in which
candidate is more pro-choice or which candidate will regulate assault weapons. Of course, as with
economic voting (Gomez & Wilson 2006), there is likely considerable heterogeneity among those with
both high and low political sophistication and the ability to attribute issue ownership to specific
candidates, particularly within the same party. Candidate preferences that are grounded in social issues,
like other types of “[r]etrospective voting,” Achen and Bartels (2016, p. 102) write, “can be a powerful
mechanism for electoral accountability, but only insofar as voters can discern and set aside irrelevant
factors contributing to their subjective well-being.”

For us, then, the impact of issue preference on candidate preference in a closed primary election
might be particularly important when it comes to a highly salient policy issue, such as abortion policy.
Coming on the heels of the Dobbs decision, Democratic voters with strong preferences on the issue might
be especially likely to support a pro-choice candidate in the election. Yet voters who become
knowledgeable about a candidate’s position on an issue do not always modify their support for or against
the candidate Lenz (2012). “When people learn what goes with what,” Freeder, Lenz and Turney (2018, p.
275) write, building on Converse (1964), “they will tend to exhibit stable policy views.”

The learning curve on issues is often steep, particularly if voters lack partisan cues, as in a closed
primary election. Ferreting out policy positions of candidates running in a closed primary election—for us,
abortion, immigration and COVID-19 policies—may be challenging when voters may assume that the
candidates running all have similar positions on a policy. This may even be true when it comes to positions
of candidates running in the same party primary on abortion policy. Still, if any election exists for issue
voting, primary elections should be the one where voters privilege issues over the electability prospects
of their presumptive nominee.

Sexism

The role sexism and sexist stereotypes, play important roles in candidate choice. Several recent
studies have shown that sexism, even if ambivalent, can influence the evaluations individuals have
towards political élites or issues (Cassese & Holman 2019; Cassese & Barnes 2019; Barnes, Beaulieu &
Saxton 2020; Costa et al. 2020). Studies also show that in mixed-gender candidate match-ups, women are
less likely to undervote compared to in male-male candidate contests (Stauffer & Fisk 2022), indicating
underlying gender-affinity in candidate preferences (Badas & Stauffer 2019).

But recent findings on sexism and candidate choice remains mixed. Hayes and Lawless (2022) find that
sexist attitudes continue to cloud candidate vote choice in primary elections. However, drawing on national
survey experiments, they find that sexist tropes by a Democratic male candidate in a campaign message
elevates the salience of gender in the primary election, which then actually advantages the female candidate.
In contrast, in their study of the 2016 Presidential election, Schaffner, MacWilliams and Nteta (2018) use
measures on sexism along with other attitudinal measures to help explain vote choice, finding that sexism
was more strongly associated with support for Trump, washing out most of the explanatory power of any
educational gap among White voters. Further, Schaffner (2022a) finds that sexism continued to be a strong
predictor of U.S. House of Representative candidate vote choice in the 2018 Midterm elections.

The enduring power of sexism also exists among Democratic primary voters. Schaffner (2022b) show
that female candidates were viewed by as less electable than the male candidates in a conjoint experiment
conducted in the summer of 2019. This leads the authors to conclude that Democratic voters engage in
“strategic discrimination,” a theory developed by Bateson (2020, p. 1068) to explain “when an individual
discriminates against someone out of concern that others will object to some aspect of that person’s
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identity.” Like strategic voting, strategic discrimination occurs when voters are concerned that their true
candidate of choice may be hindered in an election because they believe other voters might be opposed
to them, making them less electable.

Data and Empirical Framework

To examine the impact of attitudes towards abortion policy on candidate support, we draw on
Qualtrics survey data from the 2022 Comparative Primary Survey. The survey of 1,019 Florida respondents
was in the field from 20 July to 2 August 2022, just prior to Florida’s 23 August 2022 closed primary
election. In this study, we focus on 766 respondents who indicated that they had either already voted or
that they “probably will” or “definitely will” vote in the Democratic Primary.

The primary dependent variable in our analysis is vote choice for the two leading Democratic
gubernatorial candidates in the 2022 primary election. In our survey, 50.6% of likely Democratic voters
indicated that they would vote for the eventual nominee, Charlie Crist, and 45.1% indicated that they would
vote for Nikki Fried. We exclude 4.3% (n=33) respondents who indicated that would select another candidate.!

Elections are contests between the people who put themselves up as candidates, and closed primary
elections which are devoid of party identification cues and are contested by candidates who are more
similar than different on issue positions might focus voters’ attention on the personal qualities of the
candidates. In that sense, both the collective preference of our respondents and the primary election
outcome in favor of Crist is puzzling. We asked respondents to rate both Crist and Fried separately on
several personal characteristics: “can be trusted,” “understands the problems of people like me,” “good
leader,” “intelligent,” and “honest and ethical.” Our comparison of respondents’ evaluations of these
characteristics in Table 1 reveals that a plurality of likely Democratic voters ranked Crist and Fried as the
same on each of these scales. But among those who rated the two candidates differently on those items,
more voters ranked Fried higher than Crist on trust, understanding, and honesty, while the two candidates
were essentially tied on voters’ relative assessments of their leadership and intelligence. Thus, our
guestion is: if Democratic primary voters collectively evaluated Fried slightly more favorably than Crist on
personal qualities, why did Crist win the primary? To address that basic question, we first examine the
demographic correlates of preferences. We then examine the effects party identification and ideology on
vote choice, followed by a look at the effects of issues (on vaccinations, immigration, and abortion),
sexism, and perceived chances of winning the general election.

Table 1:

Evaluations of Personal Characteristics

Candidate Evaluated Better

Same Crist Fried

Trusted 453% 24.9% 29.8%

1 Crist eventually won the primary election with 59.7% vs. Fried’s 35.3%, with 5.0% going to two other candidates.
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Understands 39.3% 28.2% 32.5%
Good Leader 40.7%  29.7% 29.7%
Intelligent 40.1% 29.7% 30.2%

Honest and Ethical 40.6% 26.5% 32.9%

Note: Respondents were asked, “Here are a list of words and phrases people may use to describe political figures.
For each, indicate how well the word or phrase describes (candidate). How well does “can be trusted” describe
(candidate)?” Response categories were “Extremely well,” “Very well,” “Moderately well,” “Slightly well” and “Not
well at all.” Entries represent the proportion of respondents who rated the candidates the same, rated Crist higher,

and rated Fried higher.

Analysis and Findings
Now the analysis will focus on what affects the calculus of vote choice in a closed primary election.

Demographics

The authors first turn to the demographic correlates of candidate preferences. In Table 2, as
throughout this paper, we show the results of a logit model of vote choice, coded Fried = 1 and Crist = 0.
At the outset, we do not see a gender gap, as female respondents were not more likely to express support
for Fried, either in a bivariate model (shown in column 1) or multivariate model (shown in column 7).
There is also not a consistent effect of income, as the only significant coefficient (relative to those earning
less than $20,000 per year) was for those earning between $40,000 and $60,000. We also find that
frequency of attendance religious services (relative to “never”) is unrelated to vote choice. We do see that
respondents with some college were more likely than those with no college to prefer Fried, but this
relationship does not extend to college graduates. In the simple model of race effects (see column 5), self-
reported Black respondents and other minorities were not significantly more like to prefer either
candidate, though in the multivariate model (in column 7), Black respondents were more likely to prefer
Crist over Fried. Both in the simple model (in column 6) and in the multivariate model, Fried did better
among younger voters than among older voters.

Table 2: Demographic models

Dependent variable:

Fried Vote
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
Females 0.154 -0.081
(0.157) (0.171)
$20-40K 0.179 0.285
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(0.256) (0.275)
$40-60K 0.568** 0.489*
(0.264) (0.286)
$60-80K 0.351 0.356
(0.273) (0.297)
$80-100K 0.431 0.384
(0.324) (0.352)
$100-150K 0.277 0.287
(0.306) (0.344)
$150K or more 0.477 0.522
(0.368) (0.414)
A few times a year 0.060 0.001
(0.194) (0.213)
Once or twice a 0.194 -0.011
month
(0.269) (0.297)
Almost every week 0.041 ‘0.113
(0.241) (0.267)
Every week -0.278 ‘0.361
(0.220) (0.245)
Some College 0.555%* 0.723%+*"
(0.192) (0.210)
College Degree 0.150 0.270
(0.194) (0.226)
Blacks 0.020 -0.364*
(0.183) (0.217)
Hispanics -0.101 -0.391
(0.246) (0.272)
Other 0.413 -0.357
(0.262) (0.299)

-39-



Florida Political Chronicle

Age - -0.037***
0.048***

(0.025)  (0.005)

Age squared 0.0002
(0.0003)
Constant 0.239* -0.431** -0.107 -0.383"  -0.150  1.639**  1.103***

(0.127) (0.206)  (0.119)  (0.150)  (0.099)  (0.540)  (0.382)

Observations 720 731 732 732 731 732 718

Log Likelihood -496.849 -502.382 -504.622 -501.219 -503.953 -477.925 -457.652

Akaike Inf. Crit. 997.697 1,018.765 1,019.244 1,008.439 1,015.905 961.849 951.303
Note: *p<0.1; **p<0.05; ***p<0.01

Party and Ideology

In a closed primary, party is generally regarded as a constant, as the candidates and the voters are
all nominally in the same party. There is, however, some variance in party identification among those
registered as Democrats, including a handful of self-reported Republicans, those reporting they were
registered with a minor party, and Independent identifiers.! In Table 3, we begin to see how partisan
affect shapes primary preferences. Relative to Independents (our excluded category), those who identify
as Democrats, either strongly or weakly, were significantly more likely to vote for Crist. That effect is not
explained by party importance,?which was unrelated to vote choice (tables not shown).

Another possible explanation for this relationship is that strength of party identification may be
correlated with Democrats’ desire to win in the General Election, and we see hints of that when we include
ideological identification in the multivariate model (column 3). There is some variance in ideology among
likely Democratic voters, and (relative to those who described themselves as “moderate” or “not sure”)
very liberal and conservative respondents were more likely to express a preference for Fried. It appears
that the “very liberal” respondents were more willing to vote with their hearts for a younger woman who
presented herself as the true Democrat, whereas conservative Democrats may have been voting
strategically casting a ballot against their party, voting for the Democrat they perceived would be less
likely to defeat DeSantis. The less common combination of moderate ideology and strong partisanship
seems to be the best predisposition for a Crist vote.

Table 3: Logit models (party and ideology)

Dependent variable:
Fried Vote
(1) (2) (3)
-0.711%* -0.906**

Strong Democrat

1 We group together the handful of self-reported Republicans and those who said they were registered with a minor party.

2 Party importance was measured by, “Regardless of whether you identify as a Democrat, a Republican, an Independent, or something else,
how important is that party identification to you?” Response options were “Not very important,” “Slightly important,” “Moderately
important” and “Very important.”
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(0.319) (0.337)
Weak Democrat -0.697** -0.844**
(0.337) (0.345)
Lean Democrat -0.166 -0.268
(0.362) (0.368)
Republican/Other 0.944 0.770
(0.713) (0.719)
Very Liberal 0.188 0.392%*
(0.208) (0.227)
Liberal 0.118 0.328
(0.198) (0.209)
Slightly liberal 0.476** 0.578**
(0.240) (0.247)
Conservative 0.563* 0.650**
(0.292) (0.300)
Constant 0.442 ‘0.286** 0.320
(0.302) (0.123) (0.306)
Observations 732 732 732
Log Likelihood -497.473 -502.945 -492.976
Akaike Inf. Crit. 1,004.945 1,015.890 1,003.952

Note:
Progressive consciousness

*p<0.1; **p<0.05; ***p<0.01

In Table 4, we look at the effect of “progressivism” on a respondent’s vote choice for the Democratic
nominee. Briefly, we find that those who think that the term “progressive” describes themselves
“Extremely well” (relative to “Not well at all”), and those who replied that being a progressive is “Very
Important” (relative to “Not Important”) were more likely to vote for Fried.

Table 4: Logit models (Progressive consciousness)

Dependent variable:

(1)

(2)

Fried Vote
(3)

(4)

Think_self_prog_Very little

Think_self_prog_Somewhat

-0.132
(0.307)

0.256
(0.282)
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Think_self_prog_ A great deal 0.257
(0.301)
Prog_describe_Not very well 0.131
(0.288)
Prog_describe_Very well 0.379
(0.282)
Prog_describe_Extremely well 0.619*
(0.316)
Prog_important_Not very important -0.067
(0.262)
Prog_important_Very important 0.505%*
(0.258)
Prog_important_Extremely important 0.283
(0.292)
Prog_often_Rarely 0.073
(0.271)
Prog_often_Some of the time 0.135
(0.237)
Prog_often_Most of the time 0.328
(0.237)
Prog_often_All of the time 0.394
(0.282)
Constant -0.268 -0.419 -0.332 -0.309
(0.261) (0.258) (0.228) (0.192)
Observations 732 732 732 732
Log Likelihood '503.759 '502.864 ’500.281 '504.439
Akaike Inf. Crit. 1,015.519 1,013.728 1,008.562 1,018.878
Note: *p<0.1; **p<0.05; ***p<0.01

Issues

Primary candidates of the same party and appealing to one party’s voters may try to distinguish
themselves from their opponents by contrasting issue positions or the strength of their commitment to
those positions. In the wake of the Dobbs decision, Fried attempted to do so in her campaign by focusing
on abortion and contrasting Crist’s earlier positions on the issue (before he switched parties) with her
consistent support of the right to choose.

We measured abortion attitudes two ways. First, we asked our respondents whether they would
oppose or support each of the following “possible changes in several states around the country,” and
calculated a scale counting the number of agreements with positions more supportive of abortions rights.
The scale for each question ranges from 0 to 4, with higher numbers representing more support of
abortion rights, with Cronbach alpha = .524 among likely Democratic voters. About half of those
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respondents scored “4” on this scale, and another quarter scored “3,” unsurprising, as Democrats were
unsurprisingly supportive of abortion rights.
e Would you support or oppose a law that allows prescription drugs that induce an abortion to
be sent through the mail? (Support)
e Would you support or oppose a law that makes it a crime for doctors to perform an abortion
on a person who is more than 15 weeks pregnant? (Oppose)
e Would you support or oppose a law that would provide safe haven in Florida for people
seeking abortions from out of state? (Support)
e Would you support or oppose a law that allows private citizens to sue abortion providers or
anyone who assists a pregnant person'in getting an abortion? (Oppose)

Our second measure asked respondents, “Do you consider yourself pro-choice or pro-life?” with
response categories that included “Definitely” or “Mostly” for each option. Despite Fried’s emphasis on
the issue, Table 5 shows no effect at all of a respondent’s positions or identification as pro-choice or pro-
life on vote choice. Relative to those who opted for “neither” on the prochoice or pro-life question, none
of the other responses are significantly related to vote choice.

Our second measure asked respondents, “Do you consider yourself pro-choice or pro-life?” with
response categories that included “Definitely” or “Mostly” for each option. Despite Fried’s emphasis on
the issue, Table 5 shows no effect at all of a respondent’s positions or identification as pro-choice or pro-
life on vote choice. Relative to those who opted for “neither” on the prochoice or pro-life question, none
of the other responses are significantly related to vote choice.

Similarly, the abortion attitude scale is statistically unrelated to voter preference.

1 0On the last three items (that refer to the 15-weeks ban, providing a haven, and suing providers), about half of respondents were asked
questions that referenced a “pregnant person” and about half were asked questions that referenced a “pregnant woman.” We have not yet
detected an effect of that question wording on patterns of responses, so responses to those items are combined in this analysis.
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Table 5: Logit models (Abortion)

Dependent variable:

Fried Vote

(1) (2) (3)

Definitely pro-choice 0.318 0.298

(0.214) (0.220)

Mostly pro-choice 0.165 0.192

(0.250) (0.250)

Mostly pro-life -0.133 -0.106

(0.371) (0.375)

Definitely pro-life 0.102 0.148

(0.377) (0.388)

Abortion attitude scale 0.081 0.040

(0.069) (0.079)

Constant 0.313* -0.357 -0.427

(0.188) (0.227) (0.293)

Observations 731 726 726

Log Likelihood -503.674 -501.532 -500.207
Akaike Inf. Crit. 1,017.348 1,007.065 1,012.414

Note: *p<0.1; **p<0.05; ***p<0.01

Immigration attitudes

Immigration is also a salient issue in Florida, though not one that clearly differentiated the
candidates in the 2022 Democratic gubernatorial primary. Nevertheless, we asked if immigrants
contributed to or harmed American culture, were good or bad for the American economy, had any effect
on the crime rate, and whether the number of legal immigrants should be increased, decreased, or left
about the same. In Table 6, we see that none of these responses (relative to moderate or not sure on each
item) were significantly related to vote choice.
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Table 6: Logit models (Immigration)

Dependent variable:

Fried Vote
(1) (2) (3) (4)
Immigrants Contribute to culture -0.184
(0.182)
Immigrants Harm Culture 0.275
(0.414)
Immigrants are Bad for the economy 0.038
(0.339)
Immigrants are Good for the economy 0.027
(0.166)
Immigrants Decrease the Crime Rate -0.212
(0.330)
Immigrants Increase the Crime Rate -0.177
(0.236)
Number of Immigrants should be Decreased -0.261
(0.219)
Number of Immigrants should be Increased 0.253
(0.179)
Constant 0.013 -0.134 -0.090 -0.137
(0.161) (0.138) (0.082) (0.094)
Observations 723 723 724 732
Log Likelihood -498.894 -499.967 -500.049 -503.957
Akaike Inf. Crit. 1,003.788 1,005.934 1,006.098 1,013.914
Note: *p<0.1; **p<0.05; ***p<0.01

Vaccination attitudes

After the first phase of the COVID-19 pandemic, the incumbent Republican governor, Ron
DeSantis, made opposition to vaccine mandates part of his cultural “freedom” plank. Neither Crist nor
Fried made vaccines or COVID-19 policy a major part of their campaign against one other, so it’s not
surprising that attitudes related to COVID-19 were largely unrelated to vote preference in the
Democratic primary. In Table 7, we see that relative to those who were unvaccinated and planned to
stay that way, no other response was reliably related to vote choice. Nor was support or opposition to
vaccine mandates (relative to a neutral position). Those who had any opinion on Governor DeSantis’
policy appeared to be more likely to support Crist (as evidenced by three of the four significant and
negative coefficients), leaving those with not attitude about DeSantis’ policy as the most supportive of
Fried. But, by and large, these results suggest that like other issues, attitudes about vaccines and COVID-
19 policy did not differentiate Fried and Crist voters.
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Sexism

Table 7: Logit models (vaccination and Covid)

Dependent variable:

Fried Vote
(1) (2) (3)
No, but | plan to be vaccinated -0.199
(0.381)
Yes, | received a dose or two but not a booster shot. 0.115
(0.284)
Yes, | am fully vaccinated and received a booster shot. -0.374
(0.251)
Strongly oppose vaccine mandate -0.166
(0.458)
Slightly oppose vaccine mandate 0.257
(0.458)
Slightly support vaccine mandate 0.082
(0.415)
Strongly support vaccine mandate -0.392
(0.398)
Strongly disapprove Gov COVID policy -0.677**
(0.343)
Slightly disapprove Gov COVID policy -0.685*
(0.388)
Slightly approve Gov COVID policy -0.688
(0.369)
Strongly approve Gov COVID policy -0.550
(0.382)
Constant 0.108 0.074 0.511
(0.233) (0.385) (0.327)
Observations 732 732 732

Log Likelihood
Akaike Inf. Crit.

-502.236  -500.817  -503.978
1,012.472 1,011.634 1,017.956

Note:

*p<0.1; **p<0.05; ***p<0.01

With virtually no party, ideological, or issues differentiating the two Democratic candidates in the
minds of voters, the race between a woman and man for the governor’s office affords us the potential to
see if sexism is related to voter preference, either consciously or unconsciously. We formed a sexism scale
based on Likert scale responses to these two items, adapted from Schaffner (2022b):

Women seek to gain power by getting control over men (agree).
When women complain about problems at work, they usually have a point (disagree).

The resulting scale, which varies between 2 and 8 with higher scores reflecting more sexist attitudes,
is skewed toward less sexism in our sample, as nearly half of Democratic likely voters scored in the bottom
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two categories. Nevertheless, Table 8 shows that the choice between a viable male and female candidate
still did not appear to prime the effects of sexism on Democrats’ vote choice. Controlling for gender,
sexism was unrelated to the decision to vote for Fried or Crist. Moreover, the trivial coefficient on the
interaction between sexism and gender shows that non-effect is the same for both men and women.

Table 8: Logit models (Sexism)

Dependent variable:

Fried Vote
(1) (2)
Sexism 0.095 0.458
(0.098) (0.323)
Sexism squared -0.054
(0.042)
Female 0.475 0.176
(0.484) (0.159)
Sexism*Female -0.081
(0.121)
Constant -0.611 -1.109*
(0.403) (0.597)
Observations 720 720
Log Likelihood '496.353 '495.707
Akaike Inf. Crit. 1,000.707 999.415
Note: *p<0.1; **p<0.05; ***p<0.01

Expectations of Democratic Candidate vs. DeSantis

So, if party, ideology, issues, and sexism all fail to explain primary voters’ preferences, what does?
At their core, parties are coalitions that contest and seek to win public office to shape policy and distribute
benefits. Thus, as Bartels (1985) suggests, expectations about who might have the best chance of winning
in the general election might shape preferences.

In our Qualtrics survey, we asked each respondent to assess both Crist’s and Fried’s chances against
DeSantis in the general election on a sliding scale. For half of the respondents we asked them to assess
each candidate’s chances of beating DeSantis, where a score of 0 meant that the Democratic candidate
had no chance, and a score of 100 meant that that Democrat was certain to defeat DeSantis. For the other

-47 -



Florida Political Chronicle vol.31, n.1 (2024)

half, we asked them about DeSantis’ chances of beating each candidate, so that the meanings of 0 and
100 scores on the slider were opposite to those in the first group.

We do find that the frame matters. Both candidates get higher expectations when respondents are
asked if they can beat DeSantis than when respondents are asked if DeSantis can beat them. For Fried,
the means are 63.5 to 53.7 (t sig = 7.632e-09), and for Crist, the means are 67.1 to 52.2 (t sig =9.781e-12).

But more importantly for our purposes, Table 9 shows that those who thought Fried’s chances were
better were more likely to vote for her, and those who thought Crist’s chances were better were more
likely to vote for him.! When Fried’s and Crist’s scores are differenced, the expectations about which
candidate has a stronger possibility of defeating DeSantis has a strong effect on voter preference. As
shown by the interaction terms in Models 2 and 4, the effects of expectations are weaker when those
measures are framed as DeSantis’ chances against his potential opponents than when framed as the
Democrats’ chances against DeSantis, but remain powerful. In this election, at least, most Democratic
primary voters appeared to set aside differences, and vote for the candidate they believed (or hoped) had
the better chance of defeating DeSantis.

Table 9: Logit models (Chances)

Dependent variable:

Fried Vote
(1) (2) (3) (4)
Fried chances 0.022%** 0.030%***
(0.004) (0.006)
Crist chances -0.024%** -0.032%**
(0.004) (0.006)
Scale Direction (DeSantis=1) 0.111 0.177
(0.399) (0.158)
Fried chances * Scale Direction -0.015"
(0.007)
Crist chances * Scale Direction 0.016**
(0.008)
Fried - Crist chances 0.023*** 0.031***
(0.003) (0.005)
Fried - Crist chances * Scale Direction -0.015**
(0.007)
Constant 0.048 -0.040 -0.072 -0.151
(0.185) (0.329) (0.079) (0.114)
Observations 709 709 709 709
Log Likelihood -461.214 -457.925 -461.473 -458.017
Akaike Inf. Crit. 928.427 927.850 926.945 924.034

Note:
Predicting Vote Choice

*p<0.1; **p<0.05; ***p<0.01

11n these analyses, we reverse the second group’s score and control for the frame.
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Table 10 offers a summary of our findings thus far. The comprehensive multivariate models shown in
Table 10 largely confirm the findings in the preceding sections. Voters with “Some College” (as opposed to
those with “No College” or “college degrees”) were more favorable to Fried, as were younger voters and the
few Independent identifiers who expected to vote in the Democratic primary. What stands out to us,
however, is the strong effect of expectations (or hopes) of defeating DeSantis. Democratic primary voters
tended to strongly prefer the candidate that they thought had the better chance of beating DeSantis.

Table 10: Logit models (Vote choice)

Dependent variable:

Fried Vote
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Women -0.058 0.172 -0.055
(0.169) (0.159) (0.185)
Income category 0.045 0.023
(0.050) (0.055)
Attend some religious services 0.001 0.088
(0.194) (0.220)
Attend every week or almost -0.259 -0.122
(0.207) (0.239)
Some College 0.750%** 0.796***
(0.209) (0.227)
College Degree 0.295 0.296
(0.225) (0.248)
Blacks -0.370%* -0.350
(0.214) (0.235)
Hispanics -0.374 -0.295
(0.270) (0.295)
Other -0.355 -0.470
(0.297) (0.330)
Age -0.037*** -0.035%**
(0.005) (0.006)
Strong Dem -0.906 -0.698*
(0.337) (0.387)
Weak Dem -0.844** -0.866**
(0.345) (0.392)
Lean Dem -0.268 -0.463
(0.368) (0.417)
Rep/other 0.770 0.656
(0.719) (0.826)
Very Liberal 0.392* -0.150
(0.227) (0.267)
Liberal 0.328 -0.008

-49-



Florida Political Chronicle vol.31, n.1 (2024)

(0.209) (0.245)
Slightly Liberal 0.578** 0.446
(0.247) (0.276)
Conservative 0.650** 0.644*
(0.300) (0.345)
Support Vaccine Mandate 0.069 -0.269
(0.425) (0.531)
Support Vaccine Mandate -0.293 -0.005
(0.397) (0.503)
Decrease Immigration -0.250 -0.328
(0.224) (0.257)
Increase Immigration 0.271 0.301
(0.182) (0.216)
Abortion scale 0.066 0.090
(0.072) (0.092)
Sexism 0.043 0.014
(0.058) (0.074)
Fried - Crist chances 0.023***  (0.023***
(0.003) (0.004)
Constant 1.250*** 0.320 -0.119 -0.406 -0.072 1.454*
(0.376) (0.306) (0.444) (0.259) (0.079) (0.810)
Observations 718 732 726 720 709 689
Log Likelihood -459.249  -492.976 -497.765 -496.575 -461.473 -406.795
Akaike Inf. Crit. 940.497 1,003.952 1,007.530 999.149 926.945  865.589
Note: *p<0.1; **p<0.05; ***p<0.0

Summary of Findings and Discussion

As Sherlock Holmes observed, silence in an otherwise noisy environment can be telling. We did not
find any evidence in our study of the 2022 Democratic gubernatorial primary in Florida that voters acted
as though the race was an ideological or issue-based struggle for the soul of the party. None of the issues
that we examined—abortion, immigration, or vaccine mandates—had any effect on vote choice, despite
the female candidate’s attempts to prime the abortion issue in the campaign. Moreover, gender and
sexism effects were also not discernible in the election, despite the fact that the primary election pitted a
guality female candidate against a quality male candidate. In the end, expectations against the Republican
incumbent in the General Election stood out as the factor that best explained Charlie Crist’s victory over
Nikki Fried in the gubernatorial Democratic primary election.

This finding, of course, raises the question of what shapes expectations. In the next iteration of this
study, we hope to examine how some of the factors that we’ve discussed above might shape expectations
about each candidate’s chances of winning. While sexism did not factor directly into vote choice, we want
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to examine whether it may have had more subtle effects by shaping expectations. Expectations might also
be “false hopes” that result from a psychological projection of preference among those most invested in
the choice (Martinez 1988).

Moreover, these results describe the factors that affected (and did not affect) vote choice in only
one primary election. The contexts of primary elections vary across time and space, and some other
contexts could potentially magnify or moderate the importance of some factors that we observed in the
2022 Florida Democratic primary for Governor. This race determined who would challenge a known
Republican incumbent, but a race for an opportunity to contest an open seat could change the calculus of
some voters. Some primary races might also have been seen more as proxy ideological or issue battles
than this one was, and in the current political climate, those might be more likely in Republican primaries
than in Democratic primaries. Sexism and gender effects might also be more visible in Republican
primaries with female candidates (King & Matland 2003). We look forward to working with our
collaborators on the Comparative Primary project to address some of these questions.
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ABSTRACT: Why do some attempts at democratic transition trigger political violence while others end
peacefully in Western Africa? To answer this question, this study attempts to empirically investigate the
impact of political violence on democratic transition using balanced panel data and cross-national
evidence from Western African countries (2010-2022). The main argument is that the incidence of
political violence is more likely to bring delays in democratic transition in some Western African countries
compared with others. The results from the multivariate regression analysis provide support for the
hypothesis that political violence is associated with a delayed or results in a negative impact on democratic
transition within the Western African sub-region. The result suggests that there is a vicious of relationship
between political violence and democratic transition.

Introduction

For many years, the regional bloc referred to as the Economic Community of Western African
States (ECOWAS) stood out among African regional organizations for its steadfast commitment to
democratic principles. At one juncture, it even came close to formalizing a two-term limit for all Western
African Heads of States (Freedom House, 2020). However, according to Freedom House Report, an
organization that monitors the state of freedom and democracy around the world, there has been a global
decline in democratic governance, with sub-Saharan Africa contributing immensely to democratic
backsliding. Several research studies have indicated that Western Africa has consistently recorded the
highest number of casualties originating from political violence or conflicts, encompassing incidents such
as riots, armed conflicts, explosions, and acts of violence targeting civilians, among others, when
compared to other regions within the African continent. Studying the most serious forms of violence is
important. However, political violence in African democracies is understudied even though it remains
surprisingly common. Thus, this research aims to empirically investigate how political violence has
negatively impacted democratic transition in Western Africa. The region is situated along the Atlantic
Ocean to the west and is bordered by the Sahara Desert to the north. It includes countries such as Burkina
Faso, Cote d’lvoire, Ghana, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal and several others.

In this light, this study assesses the relationship between political violence and democratic
transition in Western Africa. Political violence has been widespread in Africa in the last decades, with
Western African countries recording a huge amount of the incidence of political violence which has a
deleterious effect or implication on democratic transition. Conversely, the nexus between political
violence and democratic transition has been understudied despite the high incidence of violence in recent
times. Also, the argument advanced in this study will add to the existing knowledge on political violence
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and democratic transition by providing empirical evidence about how political violence negatively impacts
democratic change in Western African states. Given the recent disruption in the democratic process in
Western Africa, this research is pertinent and timely to providing insight into the intricate and complex
relationship between political violence and democratic transition in the sub-region, which has largely been
under-explored.

The paper is ordered in the following manner. The first section provides theoretical underpinning
into the meaning of political violence and its motivation. The succeeding sections explored the concepts
of democratic transition, including democratization in Western Africa. Moreover, the connection between
political violence and democratic transition is examined in detail with Western Africa as a point of
departure. The subsequent section presents the research design and results from bivariate analyses
including regression models while controlling for other variables.

Defining Political Violence: An Expanding Phenomena in Africa

Political and social exclusion and lack of political recognition are presented as key factors that
stimulate recourse to political violence (Schwarzmantel, 2011). Also, the author posits that violence
thrives when there is a breakdown of democratic politics. He defines violence simply and directly. It is
conceptualized as the use or threat of physical force to achieve political ends. Again, he argues that
violence is used against the state by non-state actors because of three main reasons: hostility to the idea
of democracy, demands for Inclusion and protest nationalist oppression. On the other hand, the author
contends that any discussion of political violence must recognize the use of violence on the part of states
themselves, including democratic states. To him, the states resort to the use of violence for two main
reasons: defense of democracy in their political space and defense of democracy internationally. Arendt
(1973) argues that violence occurs when power is in danger.

Apter (1997) admits that political violence does not merely create divisions among people; it also
fosters polarization based on factors such as race, ethnicity, religion, language and class. It transforms
mental boundaries into physical landscapes and territorial jurisdictions on the ground. Besides, he
contends that the concept of political violence differs in rationale, organization, methods and object.

According to the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data (ACLED, 2022), political violence is
characterized as the application of physical force by a group driven by political aims or with discernible
political consequences. An incident of political violence entails a single confrontation wherein force is
employed by one or multiple groups to advance a political objective. A demonstration event constitutes a
physical assembly of three or more individuals, publicly advocating for a common cause. Additionally,
specific non-violent occurrences of political significance are incorporated into the dataset to encompass
possible antecedents or pivotal moments leading to a violent conflict (Collier & Vicente, 2014)

How does political violence emanate? Based on a report from the International Institute for
Strategic Studies on urban drivers of political violence, the reduction in governmental control within urban
areas adjacent to conflict zones, combined with the appeal of these cities to non-state armed entities, has
significantly contributed to the occurrence of political violence (Sampaio 2020). Political violence results
in the loss of human lives, the devastation of natural resources and wildlife, and the destruction of
valuable physical assets (Cristina and Ibrahim, 2008).

Political Violence: History of Past Violence or Failure of Socio-political Institution?
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Several studies have been conducted on political violence. While some of the studies link the cause
of political violence to the history of political Instability, others connect the cause to the failure of political
institutions (Zielinski 1999, Schwarzmantel 2011). To Bodea and Elbadawi (2007), there are three distinct
types of political violence -- riots, coups d’état and civil wars. Social characteristics and political institutions
significantly influence the understanding of political violence. Zielinski (1999) argues that the root of the
violence can be attributed to miscommunication within the government rather than the opposition's
unrealistic demands. This argument can be connected to political institutions given that government plays
a vital role in predicting whether violence would occur or not.

In a study of the global model for forecasting political instability, Goldstone et al. (2010) argue that
political institutions are the most important determinants of political instability, including political
violence. Schwarzmantel (2011) in his study of democracy and violence contends that the state -- which
to me represents a political institution -- exists to forestall the unlimited or illegitimate use of violence by
private persons or groups. He maintains that politics is considered an attempt to contain and manage
violence, which would never be obliterated from human life or affairs. In some instances, a violent protest
may trigger an equally forceful reaction from the government, potentially sparking recurring cycles of
violence and suppression (Tilly 2003).

History is an important determinant of the amount and type of conflict. As an example, in nations
with a track record of coups attempts, leaders exhibit apprehension towards influential military figures
and actively seek to diminish the military's influence by creating distinct and competing factions within it
to mutually monitor and counterbalance each other. Nations that have experienced a pattern of violent
protests are susceptible to the potential of experiencing coups and an escalation of violence that could
develop into full-fledged civil wars (Bodea & Elbadawi 2007). Similarly, political violence has been an
integral part of Africa’s political post-colonial history (Straus, 2012). The author's argument suggests that
political violence in sub-Saharan Africa can be linked to historical legacies in the continent instead of the
influence of socio-political institutions. In a study of democratic transition in Western Africa, Jibrin (2003)
observed that the most prevalent common political characteristic in the region has been military
dominance. Consequently, it is unsurprising that political violence has often accompanied this trend. His
view can be subsumed under the historical perspectives given the argument that military incursion was
greeted by political violence.

Political Violence in Western Africa: Past, Presence and Emerging Violence

The origins of violent conflicts and civil unrest in Western Africa can be traced back to a multitude
of intricate elements. In the article "Conflict and Peace in West Africa", Cybil Obi points out that: “The
roots of conflict in Western Africa are much deeper and complex, and are embedded in the interplay of
historical factors, socio-economic crisis, legacies of authoritarianism and the politics of exclusion,
international forces and local struggles (Obi 2012).

A lack of comprehensive comprehension regarding the root causes of violent conflicts and civil unrest
in Western Africa could result in the continued endurance and impact of these destructive wars within the
sub-region (Annan, 2014). For several decades, Western Africa has been contending with episodes of violent
conflicts and civil unrest. Nevertheless, the years spanning from the 1980s to 1990s and into the new
millennium, witnessed a surge in prolonged and intensified conflicts that had a destabilizing impact on many
of the region's economies (Aning & Bah 2009; UNSC Report 2011). Prominent nations that found themselves
embroiled in violent conflicts during that era encompass Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea-Bissau and Céte
d'lvoire (Aning & Bah 2009). Western Africa has been mired in diverse forms of political violence both in the
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past and present. Notable examples include Sierra Leone Civil War (1991- 2002), Liberian Civil Wars (1989-
1997 & 1999-2003), Ivorian Civil War (2002), Boko Haram Insurgency which started in 2009, Niger Delta
Conflict, Mali conflict, Guinea-Bissau Political Instability, Ivorian Post-Election violence, Senegalese
Casamance Conflict, Ghanaian political violence among others that have occurred in the past (BBC Africa,
2023). It is pertinent to expatiate briefly on some of these examples.

Liberia descended into its initial civil conflict in December 1989 when Charles Taylor's National
Patriotic Front of Liberia launched an invasion. Taylor's insurrection, aimed at toppling the authoritarian
regime of then-President Samuel Doe, not only achieved its goal with Taylor's election victory in 1997 but
also triggered a brutal seven-year civil war (Vinck et al., 2011). Throughout the subsequent five-year civil
conflict, Liberia experienced intense clashes involving Taylor's NPFL, the Liberians United for
Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) and the Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL). It was only
with the signing of a Comprehensive Peace Agreement in 2003 that Liberia made significant progress
toward achieving peace and stability (Vinck et al., 2011).

Two years following the commencement of the civil war in Liberia, a violent conflict also broke out
in neighbouring Sierra Leone in 1991. This conflict was triggered by a coup orchestrated by Foday Sankoh's
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebel group against President Momoh's government (Richards 2003).
The confrontations involving the RUF, supported by figures like Ghaddafi and Taylor, and the incumbent
leadership persisted for over a decade and finally declared officially concluded in February 2002. This
conflict, stemming from issues such as corruption, poor governance, social inequality, and the erosion of
democratic institutions, led to the loss of 50,000 lives and the widespread devastation of infrastructure
and essential social services (Kargbo 2002).

Likewise, in 1998 Guinea-Bissau and in 2002 Céte d’lvoire both underwent significant civil conflicts.
As with numerous other West African nations, Guinea-Bissau has a history marked by recurring conflicts.
However, it was the '7t" June War' in 1998 that propelled this former Portuguese colony into a violent civil
upheaval. (Voz di Paz & Interpeace 2010). The 11-month-long conflict, concluding on 7 May 1999, under
the leadership of Brigadier Ansumane Mane, was ostensibly triggered by arms smuggling in Senegal,
intended to support the Casamance independence movement. This conflict also had ties to corruption
and human rights violations. As with all instances of violent conflicts, it resulted in casualties, with
thousands of lives lost and a deepening of poverty in the nation.

Additionally, it is crucial to acknowledge the civil conflict that affected Cote d’Ivoire, a nation that
was once an economic powerhouse and a symbol of stability in Western Africa. This conflict had its
foundations in profound ethnic, identity and religious divisions, exacerbated by exclusionary political
practices. Consequently, the country descended into a fully-fledged civil war in September 2002 (Ogwang
2011). After the escalation of the civil unrest into a full-blown conflict, numerous peace initiatives were
implemented, but they proved unsuccessful in resolving the crisis in Céte d’lvoire. It was only with the
successful signing of the Ouagadougou Peace Accord in 2007 when stability was ultimately restored in the
country (Ogwang 2011).

Relatedly, the Boko Haram insurgency in Northern Nigeria, which emerged in 2002, has raised
security concerns in the sub-region. It is primarily rooted in religious and economic deprivation and has
resulted in a significant loss of lives, the displacement of thousands and the destruction of state property
(Walker 2012).

In recent times, Western Africa experienced seven military incursions between 2021 to 2023. The
spate of political violence in the sub-region has been distressing. For instance, In January 2022, Burkina
Faso's military removed President Roch Kabore from office, citing his failure to effectively address the

-57-



Florida Political Chronicle vol.31, n.1 (2024)

threat of Islamist militants. Lieutenant-Colonel Paul-Henri Damiba, the leader of the coup, promised to
reestablish security. However, the security situation deteriorated, which in turn led to a decline in morale
within the armed forces. This discontent eventually culminated in a second coup eight months later, with
Captain Ibrahim Traore taking control in September after a mutiny (Felix, 2023).

On July 26™, President Mohamed Bazoum of Niger was confined to his palace in Niamey by the
Presidential Guards, in an incident that the Economic Community of Western African States (ECOWAS)
and the African Union have labelled an attempted coup. This event signifies the ninth coup or effort to
seize power in slightly over three years in the Western and Central African region. This area had been
working to distance itself from its image as a "coup-prone region" over the past decade. However,
persistent insecurity and corruption have once again provided opportunities for military leaders to
intervene (Felix, 2023).

Also, in August 2020, a faction of Malian colonels, led by Assimi Goita, removed President Ibrahim
Boubacar Keita from office. This coup came on the heels of widespread anti-government demonstrations,
driven by concerns over worsening security, disputed legislative elections and accusations of corruption.
In response to diplomatic pressure from Mali's Western African neighbours, the junta eventually
consented to transfer authority to a civilian-led interim government. This transitional government was
charged with supervising for 18 months, aiming to pave the way for democratic elections scheduled for
February 2022. Similarly, in April 2021, the Chadian military assumed control of the country following the
death of President Idriss Deby in combat, while visiting troops engaged in conflict with rebels in the
northern region. In the wake of these events, General Mahamat Idriss Deby, the son of the late-President,
was appointed as the Interim-President. He was entrusted with the responsibility of managing an 18-
months transitional period leading up to the elections. The unconstitutional transfer of authority triggered
protests in the capital city of N'Djamena, which were subsequently quelled by the military (Felix, 2023).

In September 2021, President Alpha Conde was removed from power by Colonel Mamady
Doumbouya, Commander of the Special Forces. A year before this, Conde had amended the constitution
to bypass term limits that would have restricted him from seeking a third term. This move resulted in
extensive civil unrest and protests. Colonel Doumbouya subsequently assumed the role of Interim-
President and committed to overseeing a transition towards democratic elections to be held within three
years (Felix, 2023).

Democratic Transition: Socio-economic Development or Past Legacies?

Some scholars of democratic transition link democratization to socio-economic development,
while others attribute the outcome of transition to past legacies. Some of the scholars who connect
democracy and democratization to socio-economic development include Samuel P. Huntington (1991),
Lipset Seymour Martin (1959), Micheal Coppedge (2012), Stephan Haggard and Robert R. Kaufman (1995)

Samuel P. Huntington (1991) advances that economic factors impacted the third wave of
democratization in three ways and equally provided stimulus and context for democratization in the 1970s
and 1980s. First, to him, the oil prices increased in some countries and Marxist-Leninist constraints in
others created economic downtowns that weakened authoritarian régimes. Second, he argues that the
overall level of economic development provided an economic basis for democracy and facilitated
democracy in the 1970s. Lastly, he argues that extremely rapid economic growth weakened authoritarian
regimes and forced them to liberalize or intensify authoritarian repression. These views underpin the
economic development to democratization. However, despite the correlation between democracy and
development, Huntington contends that economic development is neither necessary nor sufficient to
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bring about democratization (Hungtington 1991, p.59). This shows that the second school of thought
provides a better explanation of the intricate process of democratization.

Seymour Martin Lipset (1959, p.86) maintains that socio-economic conditions are requisite to
democracy. He argues that economic development involving industrialization, urbanization, high
education standards, and a steady increase in the overall wealth of the society, is a basic condition
sustaining democracy; it is a mark of the efficiency of the total system. The author adds that the stability
of a given democratic system depends not only on the system’s efficiency in modernization but also on
effectiveness and legitimacy while focusing on Europe and Latin America.

In his book, Democracy and Methods, Michael Coppedge emphasizes the key aspects of leading
theories that establish a connection between the economy and democracy. These theories assert that
economic progress, beginning with the commercialization of agriculture and subsequently through
industrialization and the improvement of living standards, leads to a transformation in societal structure.
This transformation gives rise to new social actors and interests who actively advocate for and safeguard
democracy (Coppedge 2012, p.54). Also, Stephan Haggard and Robert R. Kaufman (1995, p.28) advance
the proposition that the probability of a democratic transition increases during periods of economic
distress. Relatedly, they argue that the stability of authoritarian regimes relies on both the overall level of
economic development and on economic conditions in the long run.

However, given the pessimism expressed by Stephan Haggard and Robert R. Kaufman (1995) that
economic development cannot tell us about the dynamics of democratic transitions or why they occur
and Huntington (1991) doubts that economic development is in itself neither necessary nor sufficient to
bring about economic development, this paper follows the sentiment of the authors and presume that
attribution of democratization to past legacies offers a better explanation to understanding the dynamics
of democratic transition. This work then turns to the views of the proponent of the second school of
thought who attributes democratic transition to past legacies. The scholars who attribute democratic
transition to past legacies include Guillermo O'Donnell and Philippe C. Schmitter (1986) Julian Linz and
Alfred Stephan (1999) Pop-Eleches, Grigore, Joshua A. Tucker (2011) and Rostow Dankwart (1970).

Guillermo O'Donnell and Philippe C. Schmitter's (1986) reflections uphold the importance of the
pre-authoritarian legacy in democratic transition. The authors show the degree to which representative
institutions, including political parties, social movements, interest associations, autonomous agencies and
local governments, have endured since the time before authoritarian governance. More so, they claim
that the personnel and structure inherited from the previous administration determine the survival of
democratic transition.

To Juan Linz and Alfred Stephan (1999, p.76), after highlighting the necessary conditions for
consolidated democracy and the four ideal types of non-democratic regimes, suppose that the
characteristics of the previous non-democratic regimes have profound effects or implications for
democratic transition and consolidated democracies. The author comprehensively depicts how post-
totalitarian regimes have a prior totalitarian period and deal with legacies that are not in the authoritarian
régime. Ostensibly, this argument undergirds the necessity of past legacies to democratic transition.

Similarly, Pop-Eleches Grigore and Tucker Joshua A's (2011) arguments advance the importance of
past legacies to democratic transition. Focusing on two decades after the collapse of post-Communist
legacies, the authors maintain that the past matters concerning political values and behavior. Another
proponent of democratization and past legacies is Rostow Dankwarta (1970, p.26). He suggested four
conditions for democratic procedure — background conditions or national unity, preparatory stage,

-59-



Florida Political Chronicle vol.31, n.1 (2024)

decision phase and habituation phase. The author argues that national unity may have been achieved in
prehistoric times and it may be the legacy of some dynastic or administrative unification.

In my view, the proponents of democratization and past legacies provide a better understanding
and arguments to explain the dynamics of democratic transition. The supporters of the socio-economic
school of thought express the view that it is not sufficient to explain the democratic transition. The
concept of democratic transition suggests a shift from a non-democratic state to a democratic one
(Ibrahim, 2003). Focusing on Africa, the definition or description this work finds apt is Nwokedi (1999),
who makes a distinction between two fundamental categories of democratic transitions: "complete" and
"incomplete" or "partial" democratic transitions. A "complete" transition occurs when the process of
democratization leads to the rise of a new leadership with a distinct political direction. In contrast, a
"partial" democratic transition takes place when an incumbent military dictator transforms into a civilian
president (a process known as "civilianization") under the pretext of democratization, or when long-
serving civilian presidents maintain their positions after winning multi-party elections held as part of the
democratization process.

Democratic Transition in Africa: A Debate

While some scholars other argue that democratic transition started after the Second World War
from 1945 to 1960 (Nzongola-Ntalaja, 2006), others believe that democratization washed over Africa
following the fall of the Communist regime in Central and Eastern Europe in the 1990s with its ripple
effects (Nuh 2015; Lynch & Vondoepp, 2019; Huntington 1993, Arriola & Rakner 2023). Nzongola-Ntalaja
(2006) maintains that the struggle for democratic transition goes way back to the post-World War Il fight
for independence: rather than after the fall of communism in Central and Eastern Europe.

In the decade following 1990, Africa experienced a wave of democratization and political reform.
This wave resulted in the introduction of multiparty elections in numerous countries and the broadening
of political participation and engagement throughout the region (Lynch & Vondoepp, 2019). According to
Nur (2015), two significant occurrences in February 1990 marked the beginning of a wave of political
transitions. The peaceful removal of a one-party régime in Benin and the release of Nelson Mandela in
South Africa were pivotal moments. The year 1990 marked a significant turning point for democracy in
Africa. From 1990 to 1994, 31 out of 41 countries that had not previously conducted multiparty elections
did so (Diouf, 1998). In a study of democratic transition and democratization in Francophone Africa,
Nwokedi (1993) posits that the resurgence of political consciousness within the civil society in the French-
speaking states, including part of Western Africa stimulates the movement towards democratization.

To understand democratization within the context of Africa, it is imperative to ask the question,
does Africa want democracy? According to a study conducted by Afrobarometer on preference for
democracy and rejection of authoritarian régimes in 30 countries in 2011-2021, the results show that
support for core democratic institutions such as multi-party competition, Parliamentary oversight of the
President and Presidential term limits is strong and consistent. Also, the same study shows that seven in
ten Africans (69%) say that democracy is preferable to any other kind of democracy (Asunka & Gyimah-
Boadi, 2021).

Political Violence and Democratic Transition: A Vicious Circle of Relationship
How has the spread of democracy or democratic transition influenced political violence? While
some scholars argue and expect democratization to reduce the incidence of political violence, others
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express the opinion that it stimulates or provokes it. According to Collier (2011), democracy reduces the
incidence of political violence based on two complementary and reinforcing reasons: accountability and
legitimacy. The author posits that democracy can enhance government effectiveness through the
mechanism of accountability. This, in turn, reduces the grounds for grievances or discontent among the
population. The argument is that when the government delivers better performance for the ordinary
citizens, their inclination to resort to armed resistance diminishes.

Conversely, the author maintains that in a democratic society, a legitimate government possesses
certain rights and the authority to fulfil its promises, rendering it less susceptible to encountering
significant opposition in the implementation of its policies. The author asserts that citizen consent to
governmental rules acts as a deterrent to opposition to the government's legitimately elected programs,
thereby leading to a decrease in violence (Collier 2011, p.18-19).

In practical terms, democracy, rather than standing in stark opposition to violence, may, in certain
instances, trigger and incite political violence, particularly when the exercise of majority rule occurs under
circumstances where a minority group is gripped by fear and insecurity (Schwarzmantel 2011, p.16).

Within the Western African context, Collier and Vicente (2014) in their study of votes and violence
in Nigeria, argues that campaign reduced the perception of violence and enhanced feelings of
empowerment to address and combat violence. They contend that an increase in voter participation
implies that harassment and intimidation are disconnected from the incumbent. Also, focusing on
democratization and electoral violence in sub-Saharan Africa between 1990 to 2007, Scott and Charlie
(2009) posit that a higher likelihood of violence exists when local rival factions, engaged in competition
for crucial resources, play a pivotal role in the winning electoral strategy of national political parties in
tightly contested elections.

Western Africa stands out as a region that has experienced an exceptionally high incidence of
coups d'état and civil wars for two decades, the military played a central role in the region's governance.
Then, the Presidents of Benin, Burkina Faso, Coéte d'lvoire, Ghana, Gambia, Niger, Nigeria, Guinea-Conakry,
Guinea-Bissau and Togo all have backgrounds as either active or former military officers (Hobbeson, 1987
as cited in Jibrin, 2003). In Anglophone Western Africa during the 1990s, the most noteworthy feature of
political dynamics was the military régimes' efforts to manipulate the concepts of 'democratization' and
'elections' as tools for extending their authority. While some were removed from power through armed
conflicts and civil wars, such as Liberia, few transformed themselves into civilian administration by
standing in for elections, such as Rawlings in Ghana and Gambia, others handed over peacefully into
civilian administration such as Nigeria in 1999. (Jibrin, 2003).

Research Design
Data

To conduct empirical research on “Political Violence and Democratic Transition in West Africa: A
Vicious Circle of Relationship” this study aims to utilize existing datasets on political violence from the
Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project (ACLED) and democracy indices from Freedom House on
democratic change in Western Africa. The unit of analysis is the incidence of political violence.

Cases
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The cases included in this analysis are the 16 countries that are in Western Africa including Benin,
Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Coéte d’lvoire, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Gambia, Togo and Mauritania. The countries also constitute the member-states of
the Economic Community of Western African States (ECOWAS) aside from Mauritania which is not a full
member (Yaya, 2014). ECOWAS, founded in 1975 by 15 Western African states, is a sub-regional
organization dedicated to advancing the objectives of economic integration and development.
Mauritania's decision not to be a member of ECOWAS is primarily based on its historical and cultural ties
with the Arab Maghreb region and Arab League, but participates in certain ECOWAS activities as an
observer (Yaya 2014). Though not the focus of the research, it is pertinent to state that to a certain extent,
according to Yaya (2014), ECOWAS has successfully implemented a framework for advocating and
safeguarding democratic governance in the Western African region. The choice of cases focused on
Western Africa is influenced by a comment from Freedom House which state that the basic rights of the
nearly 400 million people in Western Africa are under threat at a moment when the region's geopolitical
importance is on the rise. Additionally, Western Africa’s democratic progress is receding despite the
region’s increasing influence (Temin & Linzer, 2020). The recent development influenced my research to
investigate if political violence is contributing adversely to democratic backsliding in Western Africa.

Figure 1
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Figure 1: The map above represents Western Africa region in sub-Saharan Africa. Source: OntheWorldMap

Variables
Dependent Variable

The dependent variable is the democratic transition. One of the most fiercely contested topics
within the field of democratization research pertains to the selection of measurement criteria. (Epstein et
al., 2006; Bollen & Jackman 1989; Collier & Adcock 1999, Munck & Verkuilen 2012). Several studies have
used different criteria to measure democratization or democratic transition. For this research, we use the
Freedom House Index as a measurement of democratic transition (Salih, 2015, p.68; Mainwaring & Scully,
2008; Arriola & Rackner, 2023). Freedom House is built upon the fundamental belief that freedom thrives
in democratic societies, where governments are answerable to their citizens (Freedom House, 2023).
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Freedom in the World provided a country or territory with two separate ratings, one for political
rights and another for civil liberties. These ratings were determined based on the overall scores for
guestions related to political rights and civil liberties. Each rating, ranging from 1 to 7, denoted a particular
level of freedom, with 1 indicating the highest degree of freedom and 7 indicating the lowest degree of
freedom. The status of 'Free,' 'Partly Free,' or 'Not Free' was determined by averaging these ratings
(Freedom House, 2023). This paper added civil liberties and political right scores together as
measurement of democratic governance or transition (Mainwaring & Scully, 2008).

Independent Variable

The mainindependent variable is Political Violence. ACLED compiles and documents reported data
concerning political violence, events related to demonstrations (including riots and protests) and certain
non-violent yet politically significant occurrences. It comprehensively captures the methods, frequency,
severity of political violence and demonstrations (ACLED, 2023). ACLED describes political violence as the
use of force by a group with a political purpose or motivation, or with distinct political effects. In addition,
a political event is a single altercation where force is used by one or more groups towards a political end.
ACLED collects and reports information on the type, agents, location, date and other characteristics of
political violence events, demonstration events and other select non-violent, politically relevant
developments in every country and territory in the world. For this study, political violence data on the
Western Africa region from 2010 to 2022 is culled from the ACLED website. 2010 was chosen as a point of
departure given the rate of violence in the region during the decade.

Control Variables

This work chose 4 variables from the World Governance Indicator (WGI). The variable is
government effectiveness, control of corruption, rule of law and regulatory quality. According to
Kaufmann et al. (2010), government effectiveness captures the assessment of public services, the
efficiency of the civil service and its independence from political influences, the effectiveness of policy
formulation and implementation and the credibility of the government's dedication to these policies. For
rule of law, Kaufmann et al. (2010) captures the perceptions of the degree to which individuals trust and
adhere to societal norms, with a specific focus on the effectiveness of enforcing contracts, upholding
property rights, the performance of Law Enforcement agencies, and the judicial system, as well as the
probability of encountering crime and violence. While the author describes regulatory quality through the
regard that citizens and the state have for the institutions overseeing economic and social interactions
among them, the control of corruption captures perceptions of the degree to which the use of public
power is influenced by personal benefits, encompassing both minor and significant instances of
corruption, along with the "capture" of the state by élites and private interests.

The control variable includes economic development measured through a country's GDP (GDP,
World Bank data). Economic development is quantified using GDP per capita in thousands, denominated
in current U.S. Dollars adjusted for Purchasing Power Parity (PPP). This data is sourced from the World
Bank's Development Indicators online (World Bank data, 2023).

Table 1: Summary of list of variables included in the model

Variable Definition Measurement Source

-63 -



Florida Political

Chronicle

vol.31, n.1 (2024)

Democratic
Transition

This indicates transition from
authoritarian regime to
democratic regime

This is measured with
the Freedom House
degree of civil liberties
and political rights.

Freedom House Score. The
ranking in this study are
from Freedom in the World
(2010 to 2022).

Political Violence

ACLED  describes  political
violence as the use of force by
a group with a political
purpose or motivation, or with
distinct political effects

Political Violence s
measured through
three main event type:
Battles,
Explosions/Remote

Hart, Tom, and Lauren
Blaxter (23 November
2018). Armed Conflict
Location & Event Data
Project (ACLED).

Violence and Violence
against civilians

Government Perception of quality service Interval variable (0 - | Kaufman (2010) WGI

Effectiveness 100) percentile

Rule of Law Adherence to the rule of the | Interval variable (0 - | Kaufman (2010) WGI
society 100) percentile

Regulatory Quality | Government ability to | Interval variable (0 - | Kaufman (2010) WGI

formulate/implement 100) percentile

Control of | Public power exercised for | Interval variable (0 - | Kaufman (2010) WGI

Corruption personal gain 100) percentile

Population This shows the world | Population 10,000 to | Source: HYDE  (2017);
population from historical data | 2021. Gapminder (2022); U.N.
from geographical borders (2022)

Economic Expressed in dollar, it is suited | Continuous/Interval Data Source: World Bank

Development/Gross | for inflation but does not | (0 -10). It ranges from | and OECD (2022).

Domestic  Product | account. 0 to 30 trillion dollars.

per Capital.

Former Colonies This shows the former colonial | Nominal Variable World Atlas/Britannica
imperial master and official (2022).

language of the Western

African countries.

Source: Compiled bv the Author with relevant sources on the last column

* For the rule of law, control of corruption and regulatory quality, see Kaufmann, Daniel & Kraay, Aart & Mastruzzi, Massimo,
Worldwide Governance Indicators: Methodology and Analytical Issues (September 2010). World Bank Policy Research Working
Paper No. 5430, Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1682130

Also, the amount of population of all cases was considered from 2010 to 2022 to show if the
population has any impact on the democratic transition (Hyde, 2017). Lastly, a variable on former colonies
was created to test if political violence impedes democratic transition more in French Western Africa than
in British Western Africa. Data on this is taken from Britannica.

Estimation Strategies

For the empirical test, this work uses multivariate regression analysis. The panel data is a strongly
balanced data that for 13 years that spans from 2010 to 2022. This is aimed to explore the relationship between
political violence and democratic transition from the last decades to 2022, given the spate of political violence in
Western Africa manifested through coups, attacks against civilians and other politically motivated violence.
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Given the cross-national time series nature of the data, heteroscedasticity and correlation among
the panel corrected standard errors, this work used the Generalized Least Squares (GLS) regression which
is an extension of the Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression model. Also, the GLS is particularly useful
when dealing with data that violate the assumptions of OLS. Besides, it allows for the modeling of
correlated errors within the same unit across different time points. This was influenced by the fact that
the dependent variable, democratic transition is a continuous/interval variable. Also, this work used the
random effect, instead of the fixed effect because the research question aims to assess the overall impact
of political violence on democratic transition in all the 16 countries selected rather than in each country.

Table 2: Descriptive Statistics of Variables Included in the Analysis

Variable Min. Max. Mean St. dev. N

Democratic Transition 50.03 18.76 6 84 208
Political Violence 181.99 531.74 0 4165 208
Government Effectiveness | 24.02 15.19 1.9 66.2 208
Regulatory Quality 29.15 12.9 8.02 60.9 208
Rule of Law 29.22 16.12 1.4 75 208
Control of Corruption 32.36 18.49 1.9 82.4 208
Population 2.28 4.35 521219 2.13 192
Gross Domestic Product 2978.252 1561.56 1010.327 6835.079 192

Table 3: Regression Results from Individual and Group-level Model
Predictors of Democratic Transition in Western Africa (2010-2022)

Coefficient (Std. Error) [From, To] Difference
Political Violence -0.005 (0.001)** [0, 3949] 31.592
Government Effectiveness -0.157(0.134) [3.3, 64.3] 9.577
Regulatory Quality -0.070(0.12) [8.57, 60.47] 54.471
Rule of law 0.69(0.12)** [2.82,70.48] 46.69
Control of Corruption 0.13(0.09) [1.9,81.1] 10.3
Population 1.36(1.04)
GDP -0.002(0.002) [1024.74, 6534.4] -11.01
Overall Adjusted R-Square 0.0573
N 192

#p<0.10; * p<0.05; ** p<0.01 Source: Output of data from Stata Statistical Analysis

H1
Countries with a high incidence of political violence are more likely to experience a delayed in democratic
transition than countries with a low incidence of political violence in Western Africa.

H2
Countries with stronger rule of law are more likely to experience increase democratic transitions than

countries with weak adherence to rule of law.

Analysis
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To answer the research question on why some attempts at democratic transition trigger political
violence while others end peacefully in Western Africa? This work started the analysis with the
appropriate bivariate inferential test. Also, this paper conducted a correlation between democratic
transition and political violence, while controlling for the 6 variables using Pearson’s r which is bracketed
by -1 and +1. As a rough rule of thumb: r >.8 = very strong; r >.6 = strong; r >.4 = moderately strong; r >.2
= weak; r between 0 and .2 = very weak (Pollock, 2019).

In Table 3, the dependent variable is democratic transition which is a continuous variable while the
main independent variable, political violence is a continuous/interval variable, too. The covariates, government
effectiveness, regulatory quality, control of corruption, rule of law and the GDP are all continuous variable. |
chose the 5" and 95™ percentile to calculate the predicted difference of political violence and other covariates
on democratic transition. In Table 3, the overall R-squared is 0.0573, indicating that the model explains about
5.73% of the total variance in democratic transition, combining within and between effects. For political
violence, the effect is statistically significant (p-value=0.005), which suggest that countries experience delayed
or decreased democratic transition. Also, the rule of law is statistically significant (p-value=0.000).
Substantively, this indicates that countries with high or stronger rule of law are more likely to experience
peaceful democratic transition compare with countries with weak rule of law index.

In addition, government effectiveness is not statistically significant (p-value=0.242) which indicate
that government effectiveness is not a significant predictor of democratic transitions in the model.
However, none of covariates regulatory quality, control of corruption, population, GDP is statistically
significant predictors of democratic transition in the model with their p-value greater than 0.005. This
paper tested for robust standard error and the result remains the same except for one of the covariates,
rule of law which p-value change to 0.001, suggesting that countries with stronger adherence to rule of
law are likely to experience increase or peaceful democratic transitions.

In Figure 2, The graph indicates that in countries with low incidence of political violence, the effect
of rule of law on democratic transition increases. This suggests that countries with low incidence of political
violence are more likely to experience a higher ranking on the rule of law index. Also, the estimated marginal
effect of political violence on countries with low ranking of rule of law is negative. This suggests that, holding
other variables constant, a unit increase in incidence of political violence is more likely to lead to a decrease
or delay in democratic transition. The result is not statistically significant. Overall, the results are in the
direction expected by the theory and hypothesis, other factors might be in play on why political violence is
associated with a delay in democratic transition in Western African countries.

Figure 2: Conditional Effects of Political Violence and Rule of Law on Democratic Transition
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Predictive margins with 95% Cls
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Linear prediction
40
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Source: Stata Output on conditional effect of political violence and rule of law on democratic transitions.

Conclusion

The principal aim of this study is to conduct empirical cross-country evidence on the relationship
between political violence and democratic transition within the Western African political environment.
The research extensively looks at various theoretical underpinnings and existing work on political violence
and democratic transition. It attempts to provide an empirical answer on why attempts at democratic
transition trigger political violence, while others end peacefully in Western Africa. The central argument
espoused in this study is that countries with a low incidence of political violence are more likely to
experience a peaceful democratic transition than countries with a high incidence of political violence in
Western Africa. Adopting Generalized Ordinary Leased Square regression analysis and balanced panel
data from 2010 to 2010, findings from the bivariate analysis and multivariate regression tests reveal that
political violence is negatively associated with democratization in Western Africa. The hypothesis
advanced in the study was supported. In sum, the connection between political violence and democratic
transition within Western Africa has been a vicious circle of relationships. Cross-regional research would
offer further opportunities to check the validity of the findings in other sub-regions in Africa.

Note
e Democratic transition and democratization were used interchangeably.
e The value of population is expressed in millions in the descriptive table.
e This research was presented at the International Politics and Security (IPSe) Fall School in
November 2023 at the University of Padova, Italy. The author got valuable feedback from
participants which has been incorporated to improve this final paper.
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Pay Fathers to Work Less? Paternity Leave Policy’s Impact on E.U.

Women’s Employment
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ABSTRACT: Under European Union (E.U.) Directive 2019/1158 on Work-life Balance, members of the
E.U. have been required to implement a minimum harmonized paid leave policy specifically for fathers.
Much of the rationale for this policy focuses on the promotion of gender equality. As the oft cited
drawback for maternity leave policy is that generous schemes discourage employers from hiring women,
it should follow that generous paternity leave policies help to counter-balance this issue. However,
remarkably little of parental leave literature addresses the impact of paternity leave policies on women’s
employment. This paper attempts to rectify this gap by analyzing the impacts of paternity leave policy
throughout the lens of E.U. policy —a sample representing heterogeneous economic and policy landscapes
with high-quality data. Time-series data is employed for all E.U. member-states from 2005 to 2023,
utilizing a triple differences-indifferences model to consider whether states implementing more generous
paternity leave structures over this period experience higher levels of employment for maternity-age
women. The results show that countries implementing more total days of paid paternity leave — but not
necessarily schemes more equal to a state’s paid maternity leave scheme -- produced greater levels of
female employment across the motherhood demographic than those states will fewer days of paid
paternity leave. Additionally, the Work-life Balance Directive’s paid paternity leave passage appears to
have generated increases in female employment levels specifically in states lacking 14 days of paid
paternity leave in 2019. These findings have important implications for policy-makers considering
paternity leave programs as a method to improve female labor market outcomes.

Introduction

One of the most striking contemporary innovations in modern social benefit policy since the early-
1990s has been the rapid growth of paternity leave policies across more developed nations globally.
Beginning in 1974, Sweden was the first state globally to introduce a generalized parental leave fund that
allowed men to take time off work at a percentage of base pay following the birth of a child (Hagqvist et
al., 2017).

However, the primary uptake of shared parental leave policies was by mothers, who continue to
face significant societal pressures as the expected caretakers of children in most industrialized states. In
turn, maternity leave policies, while effective in reducing the psychological burden of parenthood on
mothers, have been found to reinforce the perception that women are innately predisposed to childcare
among employers and create unintended social barriers to workforce progress for women (Hideg et al.,
2018). Thus, extensive maternity policies may theoretically undermine the financial security of families at
least partially reliant on the income of mothers — the opposite of such policies’ intention (Olivetti and
Petrongolo, 2017).
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In 1993, Norway became the first state to address the social bias towards motherhood and against
women’s employment by introducing a novel solution: a four-week paid paternity leave quota (DCOMM,
2005). By requiring fathers to take time off work following the birth/adoption of a child or lose an entire
month of paid childcare, Norwegian men were forced to take up some of the career interruption that their
female counterparts had always experienced following childbirth. It was expected that such a policy would
thus reduce the workplace stigma of maternity leave and consequently increase the female labor force
participation rate. Women would have the opportunity to not need to choose between motherhood and
employment.

This paper intends to determine the impact of paternity leave policies in European Union (E.U.)
member-states on female employment levels over the period 2005-2022. E.U. member-states present an
ideal natural environment for testing causal effects of paternity leave because of the state-by-state variety
we can observe between countries with otherwise similar baseline standards for social leave policy.
Additionally, the passage of E.U. Directive 2019/1158 set a supranational minimum on paternity leave
policy that allows the usage of a differences-indifferences approach to estimate the impact that paternity
leave policy growth can play in improving the level of female workforce employment (E.U. Directive
2019/1158).

In the following sections, this paper will first review the body of policy literature concerning the
impact of maternity, paternity, and parental leave policies on the participation of mothers in the
workforce and the lasting impacts on women’s careers. The data section will describe the methodology
for the collection and analysis of the variables utilized, as well as the theoretical framework for each
model. Subsequently, the results section will communicate the findings of our models. The conclusion will
summarize findings, acknowledge shortcomings, and advise future avenues for research.

Literature Review

It might not immediately be intuitive how increasing benefits for men would improve the overall
standing of women in the employment market. After all, maternity leave policies are often explicitly
designed to alleviate the harm to employment prospects that pregnancy inherently poses to women.
Indeed, many studies find that maternity leave benefits are associated with a variety of positive benefits
for women able to benefit from such rules. Amin and Islam (2022) find a large, positive relationship
between maternity leave policy level and female employment rates. In particular, government mandates
for maternity leave were shown to have a much more significant effect on employment when compared
to private mandates, suggesting that national maternity leave policies serve the intended purpose of
improve labor market outcomes for mothers.

Studies consistently point to some form of “motherhood wage penalty” — a documented
phenomenon where women who give birth tend to lose job experience, work fewer hours, trade wages
for more flexible employment and experience discrimination by employers when compared other groups
(Rossin-Slater, 2017; Budig & England, 2001; Waldfogel, 1998). Staff and Mortimer (2012) use longitudinal
employment and demographic data of women from age 19 to 31 to find that most of the residual pay gap
experienced by mothers can be explained by months spent caring for children early in careers rather that
spent in employment or school.

Much literature on the impact of maternity leave policy presents mixed results on mitigating this
effect. Klerman and Leibowitz (1994) argue the theoretically ambiguous nature of maternity leave policy
varies across education level and age, with stronger effects of maternity policies in the immediate short-
term. The point is made that uptake of leave policy comes exclusively from either people that would have
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worked throughout the entirety of their pregnancy or people that would have quit their job without a
leave policy. If uptake of leave in any labor market is primarily comprised of the former group, then we
can expect overall female employment levels to decline. Conversely, if uptake of leave is comprised of the
latter, we can expect female employment levels to rise.

A study by Fallon et al. (2017) found that stronger maternity leave benefits was associated with a
wide range of development effect including decreased infant mortality rates and higher secondary
educational enrollment. However, they crucially also found no significant increase in labor force
participation rate. Other studies have found that women have variably small increases to both labor force
participation and perceptions that women should be in the labor force from maternity leave studies, but
also that greater benefits may reduce long-term job prospects for women generally (Chai et al., 2022;
Thomas, 2020; Girsberger et al., 2021).

Overall, the protective role of maternity leave policy on women’s employment, while good for
other general societal outcomes, remains unclear. Most studies do tend to agree that employment
increases that exist are concentrated in the short-term and longer-term policies correlate with lower
employment levels (Vargas-Prada et al., 2018; Rossin-Slater, 2017). However, papers primarily focusing
on European case studies are notable for positing some of the only recent examples of models showing
decreases in employment for women across both short-term and long-term time periods (Schonberg &
Ludsteck, 2014; Gangle & Ziefle, 2015).

Theoretically, paternity leave should mitigate both the elective and discriminatory rationales
behind maternity leave’s potential negative role on female employment levels. Rege and Solli (2013)
perform a differences-in-differences analysis of the variance in exposure levels of Norwegian fathers to
paternity leave policy following its introduction in 1993 to observe that paternity leave quotas apparently
shifted many of the career and employment hurdles traditionally shouldered by the maternal
demographic onto fathers, thereby promoting gender equality and female employment.

Indeed, a recent paper on gender-stereotypical attitudes across select European states after the
introduction of paternity leave policies reinforces this idea. Men born after the introduction of paternity
leave policies demonstrated a significant decline in gender-stereotypical rhetoric and expressed a much
higher propensity for pursuing careers in counter-stereotypical jobs, pointing to paternity leave as a vector
for breaking down employer and societal expectations of female labor force drop-off following birth
(Fontenay & Gonzalez, 2024).

However, it should also be noted that men tend to take the opportunity to avoid taking paternity
leave when benefits can be transferred to mothers in any way (Hagqvist et al., 2017; Cools et al., 2011;
Bacheron, 2021; Campa, 2024). In turn, many proponents of paternity leave policies tie themselves
strongly to mandated programs. Studies have found that firm-level paternity leave mandates are
associated with as much as a 6.8 percent increase in female employment levels (Amin et al., 2016).

Still, the literature has yet to produce convincing evidence on a generalizable scale that the effect
of government-sponsored paternity leave policies has a robust causal positive effect on female
employment. The opportunity to do so, nonetheless, appears suddenly ripe within E.U. member-states
with E.U. Directive 2019/1158 of the European Parliament and European Council of 20 June 2019 on
work-life balance for parents and careers has set a goal by late-2022 for the implementation of 14 days
of paid paternity leave across every E.U. member-state, raising the minimum standard for paternity
leave across and entire European Continent and thereby providing one of the best modern opportunities
to address the inconclusive results of country-specific outcomes of panel data paternity leave mandates
(Campa, 2024).
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Data and Methodology

For the analysis performed, a robust dataset on employment levels disaggregated by gender and
age group was necessary to gauge the fluctuations in the labor market. The Eurostat Labor Force Survey
(E.U.-LFS) filled this role of dependent data very well in our model (Eurostat, 2024). It allows us a robust,
governmental set of aggregate estimators for total employment levels across men and women, as well as
in chunked age levels. To concentrate on employment impacts on women at the age of maternity, the
employment level of women from age 20 to age 44 (“motherhood demographic) is our primary response
variable (OECD, 2023).

Paid paternity leave days by state and year forms the basis of our primary response variable. Data
is collected from the International Network on Leave Policies & Research by year (LP&R, 2023). In 2023,
every E.U. member-state had a report listing total paid paternity leave levels and effective paternity leave
levels from parental leave quotas. This, however, is not true through 2005, the earliest report from the
International Network on Leave Policies. To compensate for the loss of this information, data from the
Mutual Information System on Social Protection (MISSOC) was used to compensate in E.U. member-states
not reported on during the earlier years of the Leave Network’s reporting (MISSOC, 2024).

All the previously listed datasets unfortunately still have some consistent gaps in their data. This is
primarily concentrated in the states of Bulgaria, Romania and Croatia, all of whom joined the European
Union after 2005. There may be reason to believe paternity leave policies impact states differently by their
economic status, and these states numbered among the poorest and least developed in the E.U. at the
time of their access (Amin et al., 2016; Hubbard & Hubbard, 2008). Thus, any results will be evaluated in
the context of some biased missingness.

Regression models were generated in R to evaluate three hypotheses:

H1: An increase in the total number of exclusive paid paternity leave days increases the motherhood
demographic employment level.

This hypothesis comes from prior research showing that men tend to only take up leave effectively
when they are provided a paid leave quota (“use it or lose it”) that incentivizes staying home over working
(Hagqvist et al., 2017; Bacheron, 2021). If fathers are given more exclusive paid paternity leave then, it
should be expected that mothers’ employment levels will increase as childcare duties are covered at
home. Higher levels of paternity leave policies should also mitigate arguments by firms that hiring women
is more expensive than men (Brenge et al., 2020).

H2: An increase in the ratio of total number of paid paternity leave days to paid maternity leave
days increases the motherhood demographic employment level.

Another major supposed benefit of paternity leave policy is its ability to break down the societal
expectation that women should be homemakers (Klerman & Leibowitz, 1994; Rossin-Slater, 2017). The
closer the number of exclusive paid time off for fathers is to that of mothers, the more policy-makers --
and arguably society at large -- expect men to spend childrearing instead of pursuing a career. In turn, it
logically follows, particularly in light of many national restrictions on spouses utilizing paid time off
concurrently, that mothers are expected to enter the workforce at rates more similar to men following
paid leave. Thus, the ratio of paid paternity leave policy to paid maternity leave policy should serve as an
effective measure of gender equality in leave policy.
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H3: States without two weeks of paid paternity leave before E.U. Directive 2019/1158 should see an
increase in motherhood demographic employment level —regardless of when they implemented
the directive after announcement.

One of the largest argued reasons for the gap in employment levels between mothers and fathers
is the perception that women are more innately predisposed to childcare than men (Hideg et al., 2018).
Policy in many E.U. member-states reinforced this notion by having no paid paternity leave for most of
their modern history. However, with the passage of E.U. Directive 2019/1158, employers have been
clearly telegraphed that every E.U. member-state will have a paid paternity leave scheme for men in the
near-future. Thus, it can be expected that gendered expectations among employers that female job
candidates in the motherhood demographic should be tempered with the knowledge that any male
candidate hired will similarly have large incentives to take paid leave following the birth of a child. In turn,
the expectations of the labor market should reflect this policy in E.U. member-states without a paid leave
policy in 2019 regardless of when they passed implementing legislation for the directive.

For the first two regression models, an interacted linear regression model was utilized to evaluate the
relationship between two indicators of paternity leave and female employment rates. The primary models are these:

H2:

Female Employment Level=
B0+ B1 + Total Days of Paid Paternity Leave + 32 x State + [53
* Linear Time Trend + 34 * (State: Linear Time Trend) + 55
* Male Employment + €i

H2:

Female Employment Level=
B0 + 1 x Ratio of Paternity Leave Days to Maternity Leave Days + [2
* State + B3 * Linear Time Trend + 4 * (State: Linear Time Trend) + 5
* Male Employment + €i

In both models, we utilize similar controls. First, our state term generates a dummy variable for
every E.U. member-state. This allows us to consider changes in paternity leave policy’s impact on female
employment levels with the consideration that different member states have varying levels of natural
female employment rates generated by factors not analyzed in this paper. Next, we include a term for a
linear time trend starting at “1” in 2005 and increasing to “18” in 2022 as a control proximate for how
female employment naturally trends as time progresses across E.U. member-states. This is then interacted
with our state dummy variables, which can allow the relaxation of the assumption that every E.U.
member-state has the same natural rate of growth for their female employment level from 2005 to 2022.
Finally, the male employment rate is included as a control variable for the wider labor market, allowing
the model to isolate changes to female employment levels not explained by the natural variations in male
employment levels. For our final hypothesis, a differences-in-differences model is utilized to evaluate
changes before and after the implementation of Directive 2019/1158.

H3:
log (Female Employment Level)
= B0 + B1 * Treatment + f2 * Post + $3 * (Treatment: Post) + Bi
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x controls + &i

In this model, treatment is administered through a dummy variable. If a state has a paid paternity
leave policy of less than 14 days, that data point is coded as 1; otherwise, the period is coded as 0. This
term represents the estimated impact on female employment of a state having less than 14 days of paid
paternity leave. For “post”, this dummy variable is coded as 1 if the year is 2019 (the year Directive
2019/1158 was passed) or later; otherwise, the period is coded as 0. This term represents the estimated
impact on female employment of a state’s market following the passage of the Work-life Balance
Directive. The interaction term between treatment and post thus allows us to observe the impact on labor
markets, when appropriate controls are administered, of a state with less than 14 days of paid paternity
leave from the passage of E.U. Directive 2019/1158.

Results

The explained models were coded in R utilizing employment data from the European Labor Force
Survey and paid paternity leave policies listed by the International Leave Network in their annual reports
since 2005. The table results for the linear regression analysis are displayed in Figure 2. The first column is a
simple model with only total paid paternity leave days considered. The second and third columns are the
full interacted models without and with a control for male employment, respectively. From this, we can
glean that, when controlling for variable related to state, time, and employment trends, as well as allowing
time trends in employment to vary by state, the total number of paternity leave days has a positive and
statistically significant relationship with total female employment rates at the 95% confidence level.

Notably, in the regression model that omits the control for male employment has a much higher
significance level than the regression model including male employment. Such results indicate on one
hand that male employment levels explain a portion of the initial variation observed in the first regression
equation. However, we can still find a degree of significance when controlling for this variable in the
second regression equation. This points to a robust effect of additional paid paternity leave days with a
positive relationship regarding female employment levels.

For the ratio of paid paternity leave days to paid maternity leave days, the third regression
indicates that this may significantly factor into the overall employment level for women in the maternal
age range. However, the fourth regression equation finds no significant relationship between the ratio of
paid paternity leave days to paid maternity leave days and the female employment rate when controlling
for male employment rate. That is to say, most variation in the female employment level are seemingly
better explained by natural fluctuations in employment rate compared to policy changes regarding
different ratios of paid paternity leave day to paid maternity leave days.

The table results for the differences-in-differences analysis appear in Figure 1 below.

Figure 1
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Residuals:
Min 1Q Median 3Q Max

-0.209407 -0.010650 -0.000652 0.011854 0.148340
Coefficients:

Estimate std. Error t value Pr(>|t|)
(Intercept) 0.8875259 0.1241529 7.149 4.47e-12 *%*%¥*
treatment -0.0218035 0.0059138 -3.687 0.000260 ***
time -0.0102312 0.0049421 -2.070 0.039103 *
stategelgium -0.0625532 0.0099205 -6.305 7.92e-10 #*%*
stateBulgaria -0.0340424 0.0125672 -2.709 0.007055 **
stateCroatia -0.0925407 0.0110736 -8.357 1.20e-15 #%¥
stateCyprus -0.0591876 0.0122443 -4.834 1.94e-06 ***
stateCzech Republic -0.0901599 0.0087256 -10.333 < 2e-16 ***
stateDenmark 0.0428055 0.0093043 4.601 5.73e-06 *%*
stateestonia 0.0352101 0.0094990 3.707 0.000241 *x%x*
staterFinland 0.0690561 0.0094888 7.278 1.94e-12 ¥%*
stateFrance -0.0232423 0.0097862 -2.375 0.018041 =
stateGermany 0.0138537 0.0086723 1.597 0.110987
stateGreece -0.2676406 0.0096874 -27.628 < 2e-16 #**¥
stateHungary -0.0835361 0.0092376 -9.043 < 2e-16 ¥*¥*¥*
stateIreland -0.0482113 0.0085820 -5.618 3.73e-08 *¥x*
stateltaly -0.2430600 0.0093191 -26.082 < 2e-16 #***
stateLatvia 0.0327276 0.0133587 2.450 0.014736 *
stateLithuania 0.0646050 0.0107007 6.037 3.70e-09 *xx*
stateLuxembourg -0.0475512 0.0094067 -5.055 6.68e-07 #***
statemMalta -0.2178488 0.0098037 -22.221 < 2e-16 ¥*¥*
stateNetherlands 0.0110677 0.0086604 1.278 0.202034
stateroland -0.1078157 0.0092612 -11.642 < 2e-16 #*¥¥*
stateportugal -0.0109611 0.0095924 -1.143 0.253884
staterRomania -0.1891652 0.0120053 -15.757 < 2e-16 ¥*¥%¥*
stateSlovakia -0.0817080 0.0102496 -7.972 1.82e-14 #%*
stateslovenia -0.0050969 0.0094668 -0.538 0.590617
statespain -0.1174188 0.0097771 -12.010 < 2e-16 #***
statesweden 0.0709211 0.0093032 7.623 1.97e-13 ¥¥¥*
stateunited Kingdom -0.0097331 0.0098328 -0.990 0.322867
did 0.0320651 0.0063704 5.033 7.43e-07 ¥¥%*
timeTrend 0.0059206 0.0003806 15.557 < 2e-16 **¥
TnEmpMale 0.7545948 0.0286558 26.333 < 2e-16 #**¥*
Signif. codes: 0 ‘%*%**' 0,001 ‘**' 0.01 ‘*' 0.05 ‘.” 0.1 * " 1

Residual standard error: 0.02528 on 383 degrees of freedom
Multiple R-squared: 0.9672, Adjusted R-squared: 0.9644
F-statistic: 352.5 on 32 and 383 DF, p-value: < 2.2e-16
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Figure 2:

(1) (2) (3) 4)
(Intercept) 62.900%**  10.496***  3.082%**  10.283***

(0.846) (1.329) (0.847) (1.354)
totpat 0.039%** 0.010*

(0.010) (0.005)
State S10.128%%*  _5.055%**  _10.547***  _4.960%**
Belgium

(1.208) (0.602) (1.221) (0.617)
state -6.612 -0.376 -6.424 -0.193
Bulgaria

(6.416) (3.107) (6.390) (3.120)
state. 20.545%%%  7.397%%* D0 718%**  _7.305%**
Croatia

(1.800) (0.951) (1.795) (0.960)
State -11.671+ 1.327 -11.670+ 1.339
Cyprus

(6.411) (3.122) (6.387) (3.137)
State _ * %k _ * %k _ Kk k _ * %k
Crech Republic 9.794 7.539 9.999 7.516

(1.262) (0.613) (1.260) (0.618)
State 7.463%%* 6.344%%*  7.36%** 6.423% %
Denmark

(1.200) (0.581) (1.199) (0.585)
State -1.824 3.344%%% 2108+ 3.414% %
Estonia

(1.269) (0.632) (1.272) (0.641)
State 2.008+ 6.208***  0.916 6.288%**
Finland

(1.244) (0.613) (1.333) (0.669)
State -5.375 %% -1.023+ 5.703%** 0931
France

(1.204) (0.596) (1.211) (0.607)
State -1.647 -0.355 -1.820 -0.311
Germany
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State
Greece

State
Hungary

State
Ireland

State
Italy

State
Latvia

State
Lithuania

State
Luxembourg

State
Malta

State
Netherlands

State
Poland

State
Portugal

State
Romania

(1.191)
-17.490%**
(1.265)
-17.557%**
(1.195)
-5.811***

(1.187)

-17.698%**

(1.189)
11.008
(8.701)
-10.488%**
(2.361)
-10.577%**
(1.796)
-37.735%**
(2.034)
0.797
(1.187)
-16.057%**
(1.357)
-4.880%**
(1.222)
-6.502

(4.951)

(0.577)
-14.901%**
(0.616)
-6.976***
(0.655)
-3.890***

(0.577)

-14.125%**

(0.584)
8.499*
(4.207)
1.921
(1.197)
-9.163%**
(0.869)
-32.663%**
(0.994)
-0.940
(0.576)
-7.223%*x
(0.704)
-1.398*
(0.599)
-2.895

(2.396)
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(1.190)
-17.667%**
(1.263)
-17.719%**
(1.194)
-6.079%***

(1.187)

-17.859%**

(1.187)
10.865
(8.669)
-10.914%**
(2.365)
-10.752%**
(1.791)
-37.925%*x
(2.029)
0.725
(1.183)
-16.183%**
(1.353)
-5.273%*x
(1.236)
-6.738

(4.934)

(0.582)
-14.850%**
(0.621)
-6.873***
(0.664)
-3.881***

(0.582)

-14.085%**

(0.589)
8.522*
(4.226)
2.124+
(1.215)
-9.166***
(0.874)
-32.601%**
(1.001)
-0.931
(0.579)
-7.142%%x
(0.711)
-1.271%
(0.614)
-2.813

(2.408)
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State -17.840%*%  _12.760%** -10.882%**  _13,632%**
Slovakia
(2.983) (1.449) (2.792) (1.373)
State -3.860%* 0.418 -4.172%* 0.495
Slovenia
(1.272) (0.627) (1.276) (0.637)
State -10.723*%*% .8 551%¥*  _10.627***  _85EA***
Spain
(1.187) (0.577) (1.184) (0.580)
State Swedenxtime ., -0.181***  0.045 -0.161**
Trend
(0.110) (0.053) (0.115) (0.057)
State United
Kingdom x time Trend 0.072 -0.004 0.107 -0.012
(0.130) (0.063) (0.131) (0.064)
empmale 0.575*** 0.578***
(0.017) (0.017)
newPatRatio 0.060*** 0.007
(0.014) (0.007)
Num.Obs. 416 416 416 416
R2 0.960 0.991 0.960 0.991
R2 Adi. 0.953 0.989 0.954 0.989
AIC 1679.2 1075.2 1676.1 1079.0
BIC 1912.9 1313.0 1909.9 1316.8
Log.Lik. -781.578 -478.618  -780.051 -480.512
F 152.801 663.055 153.974 656.988
RMSE 1.58 0.76 1.58 0.77

+p<0.1, *p<0.05 ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001
Our model in Figure 1 above shows a statistically significant decrease in female employment where
the treatment (having under 14 days of paid paternity leave) is applied. More interestingly, across states
with less than 14 days of paid paternity leave, the female employment increased by a significant margin
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when compared to states already with a similar or greater level of paid paternity leave following the
passage of the E.U. Work-life Balance Directive. Considering the diversity in scale and development of the
countries that fall into this category of treatment post-passage — Germany, Croatia, Hungary, Latvia, Italy,
etc. — this is a significant result that points towards the societal impact of E.U. Directive’s before policies
themselves are even passed at the national level. It does appear that labor markets reacted in anticipation
of a paid paternity leave policy even in the absence of an as-of-then concrete rule forcing greater levels of
male engagement in early childcare and post-pregnancy labor.

In Figure 3, as an additional aid, there is a graphical model with heat mapping of the linear
regression performed in the second column of Figure 2. Of note is the clustering of lighter colored data
in the upper right of the graph, indicating that paid paternity leave policies generally were introduced
and/or became more generous as time progressed over the period observed and that paid paternity leave
policies generally had more days at points of higher levels of female employment.

Figure 3
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Conclusion

Overall, we can observe a generally positive relationship between paternity leave policies and
female employment rates in the maternal demographic of age 20-to-40 over the period between 2005
and 2022. This is most clearly shown in the credence this analysis lends to our hypothesis that the total
number of days of paid paternity leave policy has a positive relationship with the level of female
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employment. As our regression displayed, the relationship between total paid paternity leave days and
female employment level is significant even when controlling for male employment levels. This
regression’s high adjusted-R? value of .989 indicates further that this model is incredibly robust at
explaining the variations in data and that there is very likely a positive relationship between total number
of paid paternity leave days and female employment rates.

Our other hypothesis on the expected positive relationship between the ratio of paternity leave
days to maternity leave days and female employment rates returned much more mixed results. When
evaluating the model without controls for male employment, the relationship appears robust. However,
controlling for male employment reveals that much of the co-variation between the ratio and female
employment may be superfluous. This result does not eliminate the possibility of such a relationship
between these two factors, but it does likely point towards this ratio at the very least having a much
smaller effect than the total number of paid paternity leave days — if indeed any effect exists at all.

The final hypothesis that member states lacking fourteen days of paid paternity leave in place before
E.U. Directive 2019/1158 would experiences boosts in their female employment rate regardless of
implementation rates of the directive itself is supported by our differences-indifferences analysis. This
provides support for the concept that a portion of the gendered variation in employment rates from paternity
leave policies is anticipatory —i.e., both firms and individuals adjust their behavior in the labor market based
upon their long-term expectation of policies, not necessarily just the policy in place on a given date.

In the future, the relative strengths and causality between the real number of total paid paternity
leave days and the perception of future paid paternity leave days should be further investigated. These two
effects indicate both direct and indirect, anticipatory effects of policy changes on women’s employment
levels. Considering the research around the motherhood penalty, E.U. Directive 2019/1158'’s positive impact
on female employment levels in states that had not already passed implementing legislation and largely did
not complete full policy adoption until 2022 indicates a possibly significant impact of expected worker
performance on the employment levels of women. More mixed qualitative studies across these E.U.
member-states may provide us with a better understanding of why this effect exists so that policymakers
can be better informed about paid paternity leave as a tool to boost the employment of mothers.
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Turnout Effects of SB-90 in Florida’s 2023 Municipal Elections: How do

Voters React to Legislation Changes in Florida Municipal Elections
by Anna M. Lackovic, B.A., University of Florida in Gainesville
2024 Runner-up for FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper Award

ABSTRACT: In Spring 2021, the Florida Legislature passed SB-90, a bill that increased restrictions on voting
for election security purposes. However, some of the changes limit voter access to resources. Prior to 2022,
Floridians who requested a vote-by-mail ballot would receive a mail ballot for any election held through the
next two general elections. One of SB-90’s provisions was to end Florida’s semi-permanent mail ballot status
by requiring eligible voters to request a mail ballot prior to each election, starting after the November 2022
election. The author examines the turnout effects of the new mail-in ballot request requirements on
Florida’s municipal elections in 2023. Through empirical analysis and comparison, Palm Beach County overall
turnout declined compared to similar 2021 elections, with this decrease aligning with an almost identical
decrease in vote-by-mail turnout. In Miami-Dade County, overall turnout decreased, but overall breakdown
of voting methods shows that voters substituted vote-by-mail for another method. Additionally,
demographic analyses show the voted electorate is becoming more diverse, which signals that vote-by-mail
usage decreased. These patterns support existing research that both finds that legislation changes cause a
decrease in turnout and when turnout does not decrease, substitution effects are seen.

Introduction

How does any legislation targeting vote-by-mail usage impact voter turnout in municipal elections?
On 1January 2023, for the first time in decades, there were no vote-by-mail requests on file for any Florida
Supervisor of Elections office. Legislation from the 2021 Spring Session, specifically SB-90, has limited the
amount of time a voter can have a vote-by-mail request on file to one General Election Cycle. This meant
that after the 2022 General Election, the voters would need to request a new vote-by-mail ballot request
for the 2024 General Election Cycle. However, other updates to the legislation and identification
requirements have made it more difficult to request a vote-by-mail ballot, especially in a timely manner.

A glimpse at the vote-by-mail request process shows just how difficult it can be. Years ago, voters
did not need to register to vote with a Social Security number or their Driver’s License; however, these
identification numbers are now required after SB-90. In the wake of SB-90, even currently registered voters
would not be able to request a vote-by-mail ballot; they would need to update their registration either
through the on-line application, go to the Election’s office in person to update their registration, or be sent
a registration form to then be sent back to their county’s Election’s office. If the voter was not comfortable
with technology or did not have access to it, then the options were to find transportation to the office or
start a weeks-long process to update their registration with either their last four digits of their Social Security
number or their Driver’s License. Coming into the office can be unrealistic for voters who do not have easy
transportation (such as poor or elderly or rural people) or who have time constraints (such as employment
during business hours). The goal of this project is to study the impact of vote-by-mail turnout in local
elections in 2023 to decide if SB-90 changes could be influential in overall turnout rates. If there are turnout
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rate changes, then a further analysis will be made to determine which demographics were affected the most
and whether this can be attributed to SB-90 and SB-524 election legislation changes.

Previous research has found that vote-by-mail methods do not significantly increase turnout in
Presidential elections (Kousser et al, 2007). Using data from California in 2000 and 2002, Kousser found
that though all-mail Presidential elections do not see a significant increase in turnout compared to in-
person elections, local elections that are all-mail do see an increase in turnout. However, more recent
data has contested this fact. In 2020, all-mail-ballot elections did increase overall turnout in Colorado
during the COVID-19 pandemic (Bonica et al, 2021). The shift to all-mail-ballot elections seen in Oregon
and Colorado has shown that voters become more aware when elections are occurring because they are
reminded via a ballot in their mail, as Bonica mentioned. In fact, though voters who are partisan are more
likely to vote-by-mail, this evenly affects Democrats and Republicans, and in some cases more Republicans
(Baringer et al, 2020). In light of recent research regarding vote-by-mail ballots in 2020, | argue that vote-
by-mail turnout can significantly affect overall turnout. There is little research on how these changes have
impacted turnout, and whether certain demographics are more impacted, so this paper aims to fill this
gap in existing research.

This paper argues that Florida legislation changes will impact turnout of vote-by-mail ballots in 2023
local elections. Voters may not realize their request for vote-by-mail ballots have expired, therefore will not
think to renew their request, and ultimately will not be able to vote by mail. This may lead to a decrease in
vote-by-mail turnout, which could be followed by an increase in in-person voting. If there is a decrease in
vote-by-mail turnout that overall results in a decrease in turnout in local elections in 2023, then it can be
decided that SB-90 and SB-524 have effectively reduced voter turnout because these bills made it more
difficult for voters to navigate the election process.

This paper explores this relationship in Palm Beach County, Florida and Miami-Dade County, Florida,
in the context of four municipal elections, 2017, 2019, 2021 and 2023. These counties each have over one
million voters and consistent municipal elections, meaning they are held every two or four years. | will
examine the municipalities holding elections, looking at voter participation and voting method. Comparing
each two groups’ elections, 2017 to 2019 and 2021 to 2023, the author seeks to determine if turnout rates
significantly dropped in vote-by-mail turnout and if this also was followed by municipal election turnout.

First, | will briefly discuss the research available on vote-by-mail turnout and effects on election
turnout. Then, this paper will present the hypothesis if SB-90 and SB-524 affect vote-by-mail and election
turnout. If turnout is affected, then this research will then delve into the different demographics this
turnout change affects most. Finally, comes the analyze of election results with related demographics to
determine if SB-90 and SB-524 disproportionately target certain voter demographics.

Literature Review

Currently, there is no published research on the effects of SB-90 and SB-524 on Florida elections
regarding vote-by-mail. This could be due to the fact that Florida observed these changes since 2023 and
therefore not enough time has passed to witness these changes. We turn to the literature to first discuss
who is a typical voter, who is a typical vote-by-mail voter, how vote-by-mail affects overall turnout, and
what research finds regarding other recent legislation changes and turnout rates.

There is a wide range of literature on voter characteristics. Research shows the typical voter is
college-educated, receives middle-to-high income, is over the age of 55 and lives in a stable residence
address (Blais, 2000). Those who are least likely to vote are younger voters and those who just moved
residences. In a study by the Brennan Center for Justice, voters who utilize vote-by-mail are typically older,
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White and Republican (Morris, 2020). Another factor that affects vote-by-mail turnout is the confidence
in the USPS system and confidence in the legitimacy of elections (Menger & Stein, 2019). For the purposes
of this paper, we turn to the vote method and what literature finds regarding election turnout.

There has been discussion about whether vote-by-mail does in fact affect overall turnout in
elections. In 2007, the Political Analysis published a paper regarding vote-by-mail turnout in local elections
in California. Using data from 2000 and 2002, the analysts found that when comparing all-mail ballot
counties, or counties that sent every voter a ballot in the mail, and in- person election day counties, there
was not a significant difference in turnout for Presidential elections (Kousser et al, 2007). This finding can
lead to the conclusion that vote-by-mail options do not increase overall turnout. However, this literature
did find that when comparing two counties of similar demographics, one being an all-mail ballot county
and the other an in-person election day county, there was an increase in turnout in the county that voted
by mail for local elections. There were some discrepancies, such as all-mail ballot counties tending to be
smaller and therefore could see an increase in turnout due to the sample size (Kousser et al, 2007).
Nevertheless, it would be curious to see whether 20 years later we will see different results, as vote-by-
mail was less popular in previous elections compared to now.

In 2013, Colorado became another state to utilize the all-mail ballot system. This means that every
registered Colorado voter would be sent a ballot regardless of request status. Between 2014 and 2018,
Colorado witnessed an increase of turnout by 8% points, with significant increase among voters of color and
young voters (Bonica et al, 2021). Though previous research had found all-mail ballot districts to not have a
difference in larger elections, research in Colorado shows that there is a significant increase in turnout when
all voters receive a vote-by-mail ballot. It is also interesting that the demographics affected are voters who
typically have lower turnout, so it can be argued that vote-by-mail is beneficial to democracy.

There is currently scholarly debate whether or not legislation changes affect turnout. Some argue
that legislation changes, even when they are minimal, make it more difficult to vote using early voting
methods for some individuals. In a study done in 2014 (Herron & Smith) it was found that after HB-1355,
which eliminated the last day of early voting on the Sunday before the corresponding Tuesday election,
there was a decrease in 2012 early voting turnout compared to the 2008 elections. This disproportionately
affected minority voters, who are typically registered as Democrats (Herron & Smith, 2014). Additionally,
those who voted on the last day of early voting in 2008 were less likely to turn out in 2012 elections. The
elimination of the last Sunday of early voting caused longer lines and wait times to vote, which
disproportionately impacted Black and Hispanic voters, since these demographics are more likely to vote
on weekends of early voting (Herron & Smith, 2014). Though the study could not determine if the 2008
voters did not vote in 2012, the study had results to argue that political expression was taken away for
those voters who typically voted on the last Sunday during the early voting period. Therefore, a
substitution effect was not witnessed and the legislation changes made it more difficult for voters who
used early voting methods.

However, another argument is that when legislation changes make early voting methods more
difficult, voters who have a history of voting early will substitute their previous early voting method for
another form of voting. This argument was tested in 2023 (Bitzer, Dukes & Cooper) when North Carolina
both extended early voting hours but also reduced a number of early voting locations. According to the
paper, when a voter chooses a voting method, they are likely to continue to use this method based on a
benefit versus cost economic analysis. If the location changes, it becomes more costly to vote because the
voter must learn a new way to vote, which can outweigh the benefits. This paper studied if the costs of
using a new method of voting outweighed the benefits of voting. In their findings, they state that there is

-86-



Florida Political Chronicle vol.31, n.1 (2024)

evidence for both a decrease in turnout and a substitution effect (Bitzer et al, 2023). Overall, moving early
voting sites further away decreases turnout. However, those who do vote in subsequent elections
following the legislation change tend to substitute the early voting site for another method of voting,
disproportionately affecting minority voters (Bitzer et al, 2023). This supports the argument that a
substitution effect is seen when there are legislation changes, but only supports this for voters who do
vote in subsequent elections. Overall, legislation changes make it more difficult for some individuals to
vote, which in turn affects turnout.

Having discussed the scholarly debate regarding vote-by-mail, let’s turn to Florida. Though
research has shown that there was no significant fraud in Florida elections in 2020, 2021 saw the passage
of SB-90, a bill that has implemented many election-related restrictions (Supervisor of Elections office,
Palm Beach County, 2021). According to Judge Walker in his SB-90 Order, (Walker, 2022). The vote-by-
mail restrictions are two-fold. First, the request period was shortened from two general election cycles to
one, meaning voters need to request a ballot every two years. Second, voters now need to either verify
the last four digits of their Social Security number or their Driver’s License number. If the office does not
have these on file, the voter needs to update their registration before requesting a ballot. Voting by mail
has been more accessible to voters who have a disability, are older, and work long hours or work during
times that polls are open. Using the previous literature, this project plans to determine if a decrease in
vote-by-mail turnout impacts overall turnout, if there is a substitution effect to be witnessed, and what
subsequent demographics are specifically the ones we see affected.

Theory and Hypothesis

To answer the question of whether SB-90 will affect vote-by-mail turnout in 2023, this research
turns to the variables and expected outcome. The main outcome of interest is the change in 2023
municipal election turnouts compared to the comparable election for that municipality in 2021, using 2021
as a comparison control for the legislation changes. In 2021, this research expects overall turnout rates to
be higher because of the close proximity to a highly politicized election four months prior in November
2020. The author expects to see a drop in turnout total in 2023 because of the fact it is an off-election
year, and though there was a politicized election in 2022, it was much less politicized than 2020 elections
were. However, this research will also analyze 2017 and 2019 municipal elections to act as a control for
the 2021 and 2023 elections to ensure the difference of turnout is due to SB-90 and legislation changes.
The author expects there to be little difference in 2019 vote-by-mail usage and overall turnout, and if
there is a difference, it will be an increase in vote-by-mail turnout.

Looking at vote-by-mail turnout rates, this research also expects that there will be a drop in vote-
by-mail ballot usage among all voters. Because 2021 voters may have had a request on file still active from
the 2020 election cycle, since requests could be on file for four years at the time, this author argue that
voters in 2021 would have more access to vote-by-mail in municipal elections. In 2023, voters had to
remember to request a vote-by-mail ballot within the three-month time frame between 1 January 2023
and 1 March 2023. In other words, this author expects that we will see a decrease in vote-by-mail turnout
in 2023 municipal elections compared to the vote-by-mail turnout in the 2021 municipal elections. This
will contribute to the overall decrease in turnout hypothesized earlier; furthermore it is expected that the
decrease in vote-by-mail turnout will fit the missing puzzle piece in the question of why overall turnout
decreased in 2023 municipal elections.
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The independent variable is the legislation changes in 2021 and 2022 that came into effect on 1
January 2023. The dependent variable analyzed here is the turnout rates for municipal elections in 2023.
These two variables will be studied through three different hypotheses.

H1:

If legislation changes that limit voting opportunities are implemented, then subsequent elections will have
lower overall turnout.

H2:

If overall turnout decreases, then there will be an alignment with a decrease in vote-by-mail turnout.

H3:
If overall turnout does not decrease, there will be a substitution effect of vote-by-mail voters shifting to
another method of voting.

Research Design

For the purposes of this project, a quantitative approach is being used. The purpose of this project
is to find if SB-90 decreases voter turnout in municipal elections and therefore the best approach is looking
at the raw turnout rates to determine if turnout decreased. This is more desirable because if we are
looking at turnout rates, we will want to look at raw numbers. Once turnout has been analyzed, this
research will also examine whether certain demographics of voters are impacted by SB-90.

Data

This paper uses the Florida Voter File and the Florida Voter History File to determine turnout rates
for municipal elections in 2023 and their respective comparable 2021 election, which is prior to the passage
of SB-90. These reports come as a public records request from the local county’s Supervisor of Elections or
the Division of Elections in Florida. Additionally, this research will use the election results from the Supervisor
of Elections web pages to identify those municipalities that held comparable elections in 2021 and 2023.

Unit of Analysis

For conciseness, this author will use Palm Beach County and Miami-Dade County as the examples
for this study. Palm Beach and Miami-Dade are two of the three largest counties in Florida, including both
rural and suburban municipalities and a diverse population. Additionally, the data was easily accessible.
For Palm Beach County, there were 17 municipalities who held elections on 14 March 2023. Of these, 9
municipalities had comparable elections. A comparable election means that the municipality held similar
elections, such as a Mayoral election or a County Commissioner election, where all participants in the
municipality were eligible to vote for the position. The unit of analysis will be individual voters who had
the opportunity to vote in 2021 and 2023, as well as 2017 and 2019. For the purposes of this project, this
research studies the 9 municipalities which had comparable elections in 2021 and 2023 separately from
the 2017 and 2019 comparable elections to account for the increase in vote-by-mail usage in 2020.
Therefore, this research expects 2017 to 2019 to have lower vote-by-mail usage. For Miami-Dade County,
this research uses a similar analysis and found 6 municipalities that had comparable 2021 and 2023
elections. However, a discrepancy was found in the Miami-Dade data that held the 2017 and 2019 turnout
breakdowns, so for the purposes of this paper, there is a lack of a control variable in 2017 and 2019.

- 88 -



Florida Political Chronicle vol.31, n.1 (2024)

Testing Hypotheses

Using the programming system R, this research will compare vote-by-mail turnout results and
determine if there is a statistically significant difference in turnout before and after the passage of SB-90.
First, we test the voter turnout in non-all-mail ballot municipalities. The outcome of interest will be if total
turnout decreases and if vote-by-mail turnout decreases. Using histograms, percentage of voted versus
not voted, and vote method turnouts, this research will compare the years 2021 to 2023 and 2017 to
2019. If total turnout decreases, we will look at the methods used to vote. This author will compare
percentages of vote-by-mail users to other voting methods, such as election day in-person or early voting.
Using filters in R, this author will follow voters who voted by mail in 2021 to track what method, if any,
they used in 2023. This same pattern will be repeated for 2017 and 2019 elections comparisons. My
expected outcome is to determine if those who voted by mail in 2021 chose to vote using another method,
if they voted at all, in 2023.

Finally, we will filter for those who voted by mail in 2021 and did not vote in 2023 to determine if
there are demographic patterns of those who did not vote in 2023. Again, these analyses will be repeated
for 2017 to 2019 elections for Palm Beach County.

Categorizing Responses

My independent variable is SB-90 coming into effect and my dependent variable is turnout rates in
municipal elections in 2023. These are discrete variables since there will be an exact number for percent
turnout because only a particular number of people voted. My control variables are the certain municipalities
selected to research, which are categorical. Another control is the year, which is categorical. Finally, this paper
controlled for participation in each election and whether the individual voted, which is binary.

Potential Pitfalls

This research method has a fair share of caveats. For instance, individuals who lived in Palm Beach
County in 2021 could have moved and not updated their registration, meaning the voter file considers them
eligible when they are not. Additionally, some voters have protected information, so they will be excluded
from the dataset since this is not public record. This author will not be able to determine when voters moved,
so some may have moved municipalities that were excluded from the data frame. Additionally, there is no
all-mail-ballot election in Palm Beach County, so there is potential for a future project to control for mail-
ballot elections using a different county. The control group being from 2017 to 2019 can potentially control
for turnout changes, but it is also possible more individuals using vote-by-mail as the method becomes more
popular, therefore making this control group show more people vote by mail. Additionally, the Miami-Dade
portion of my research had issues with the data, so this research determined turnout and vote method
breakdown through creating charts from data from the Supervisor of Elections website. Unfortunately, the
data did not include breakdowns for any 2017 elections, so the pattern of using 2017 to 2019 as a control
fell apart. Additionally, this author could not analyze voter demographics for these elections since this author
could not follow individual voter behavior.

Palm Beach County Findings

In Palm Beach County, voter turnout decreased in 2023 by 3% points, which represents about a
third of the voters who participated in 2021, as shown in Figure 1. This decrease was 10,394 votes. To
further study if the turnout decrease is due to vote by mail see Figure 2, which examines different vote
methods used in 2021 and 2023.
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In Figure 2, we observe that 19,333 voters used vote-by-mail in 2021 and only 9,566 voters used
vote-by-mail in 2023. We see a 9,767 vote decrease in vote-by-mail use whereas there is only a 579 vote
decrease in in-person voting. Comparing the percentage of turnout, in 2021, 65% of those who voted used
vote-by-mail, whereas in 2023, only 49% of people who voted used vote-by-mail. Considering that there
was a 10,394 decrease in voter turnout, the author concluded that the decrease in overall turnout aligns
with the decrease in vote-by-mail turnout. Therefore, both H1 and H2 are supported.

Figure 1: PBC 2021 — 2023 Overall Turnout
2021 PBC Municipal Election Turnout 2023 PBC Municipal Election Turnout
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Figure 2: PBC 2021 - 2023 Voting Methods
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Figure 3: PBC 2021 — 2023 Following Voting Behavior
2023 PBC Voting Behavior for 2021 VBM Voters

10709

9000 - 9000 -
6834

6000 - 6000 -

3000~ 3000~
1955
476
143
& 1

[ ] 19
7% 0.0% 01

0.2%

2023 PBC Voting Behavior for 2021 In Person Voters

Count
Count

L} ' 1 1 1 L} 1 L 1
Vote by Mail  Did Not Vote In-Person  Rejected VBM  Provisional In-Person Did Not Vote Vote by Mail Rejected VBM
Voting Behavior in 2023 Voting Behavior in 2023

Literature shows that people traditionally utilize the same voting method they have used before
unless the cost of voting in this method outweighs the benefits, such as convenience and familiarity
(Blitzen et al, 2023). In Palm Beach 2023 municipal elections, only 34.8% of 2021 vote-by-mail voters used
the same method in 2023 (Figure 3). Though 10% did substitute for in-person voting, over 50% of these
voters did not vote at all in 2023. When looking at in-person voting behavior, 41.9% of those who voted
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in person in 2021 used the same method in 2023. There was a slight substitution, where around 5% of the
voters who voted in person in 2021 switched to vote-by-mail in 2023. However, over 50% of the in-person
2021 voters also did not vote in 2023. When we look at raw totals, 10,709 voters who previously voted-
by-mail in 2021 did not vote at all and 5,358 voters who previously voted in person did not vote. The total
decrease in turnout was 10,394 votes. Though we cannot claim that the decrease in turnout is solely due
to SB-90’s restrictions on vote-by-mail methods, there is significant evidence that vote-by-mail turnout
decreased, and because we did not witness a substitution effect, it could be claimed that vote-by-mail
turnout contributed to a decrease in overall turnout.

Previous literature shows that a traditional vote-by-mail voter is typically White (Morris, 2020). Looking
at a difference in difference analysis of demographic breakdown, we see the electorate becoming more diverse
by age and race (Figures 4a & 4b). There is a decrease in overall raw totals of each racial demographic, but
most interestingly we see an increase in the proportion of the voting population that identifies as Black.
Looking at which method these voters used, in 2021 we saw that Black voters used vote-by-mail more than
they used in-person voting. In 2023, we see this trend switch, which could be argued we see a substitution
effect among Black vote-by-mail voters to in-person voting. In 2021, White voters used vote-by-mail more than
in-person voting, by around a 2:1 ratio. In 2023, this ratio decreased to a 1:1 ratio of White vote-by-mail voters
to White in-person voters, with a 7702 decrease in White vote-by-mail voters and a 427 decrease in White in-
person voters. Overall, there is a lack of substitution effect among White voters, showing the overall electorate
becoming more diverse: a signal that vote-by-mail usage decreased after SB-90.

Figure 4b: PBC 2021 — 2023 Demographic Analysis: Race

Voting Method 2021 2021 2023 Difference (Votes)Difference
Race Votes Percentage 2023 Votes Percentage (Percentage)
VBM White 15493 80.10% 7791 81.40% -7702 1.30%
Black 1926 10.00% 1014 10.60% -912 0.60%
Hispanic 938 4.90% 348 3.60% -590 -1.30%
Other 976 5.00% 413 4.30% -563 -0.70%
In-Person White 7527 74.70% 7100 74.80% -427 0.10%
Black 1542 15.30% 1588 16.70% 46 1.40%
Hispanic 546 5.40% 388 4.10% -158 -1.30%
Other 455 4.50% 415 4.40% -40 -0.10%
Overall White 23227 78.20% 15082 78.10% -8145 -0.10%
Black 3526 11.90% 2647 13.70% -879 1.80%
Hispanic 1509 5.10% 748 3.90% -761 -1.20%
Other 1454 4.90% 845 4.40% -609 -0.50%
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Figure 4a: PBC 2021 - 2023 Demographic Analysis: Age
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Across all ages, we see a decrease in turnout. However, overall we see an increase in the

proportion of voters in the age range of 65-105. This means that overall the voting electorate represented

an older population. The age range of 18-29 saw a 476 turnout decrease overall and a 445 decrease in

vote-by-mail. 62% of 18-29-years-olds who voted in 2021 used vote-by-mail, and in 2023 this percentage

decreased to 39%. While we do see an increase in the proportion of 65-105 aged voters, we see a similar

decrease in percentages. In 2021, 71% of this age range voted-by-mail, whereas in 2023 only 57% of this

age range used vote-by-mail. So, though we see an increase in the proportion of voters in the age range

65-105 in overall turnout, this could be due to the decrease in other ranges at a much steeper rate and

still signals overall turnout decreased among the electorate.
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Figure 5: 2017-2019 Overall Turnout

2017 PBC Municipal Election Turnout 2019 PBC Municipal Election Turnout
5,897
20000 11,202 20000 25.07%
47.62%

15000

Vote Status Vote Status

.§ N ‘g 17.626
o ot Voted = Not Voted
© Voted o Voted
10000 0000
12.321 74.93%
52.38%
5000 S000
0 o
Figure 6: PBC 2017—2019 Voting Methods
2017 PBC Voting Methods 2019 PBC Voting Methods
20000 - 20000 -
15000 - 15000 -
11676 (66.24%)
E= =
3 10000 - 3 10000 -
o 8954 (72.67%) (&)
5950 (33.76%)
5000 - 5000 -
3367 (27.33%)
0- 0-
Vote t;y Mail In-Pe'rson Vote b.y Mail [n-Pérson
Voting Method Voting Method

To control for 2021 and 2023 turnout, the author looked at 2017 to 2019 turnout. From 2017 to
2019, municipal turnout increased by 5305 votes, or 22.55 percentage points (Figure 5). The pool was
smaller due to different municipality usage, so turnout percentages were much higher. However, overall
raw numbers align with what we see in 2021 and 2023 for those who turned out to vote. Looking at the
voting method breakdown, the turnout increase came from a relatively even split in raw numbers between
vote-by-mail and in-person voting, with slightly more voters voting in-person (Figure 6). VBM increased
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by 2583 votes and in-person voting increased by 2722 votes. In 2017, 27.33% of the voted population used
vote-by-mail, while 72.67% still voted in person. In 2019, 33.76% of the voted population used VBM, while
66.24% used in-person voting. Overall, there was a shift to VBM methods by 6.42% of the overall votes,
meaning voters began to prefer vote-by-mail in 2019 more than they did in 2017.

Figure 7: 2017—2019 Following Voting Behavior
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Now we turn to breakdown of voting behavior in 2019 of those who voted in 2017 (Figure 7). Of
those who voted-by-mail in 2017, 56.7% also voted-by-mail in 2019, 37.75% did not vote in 2019, and
5.55% voted in-person in 2019. Of those who voted in-person in 2017, 43.85% voted in-person in 2019,
51.66% did not vote in 2019, and 4.49% voted-by-mail in 2019. This data shows us that 2017 voters did
not substitute one voting method to the other as often as they followed previous behavior or did not vote
at all. This leads to the assumption the voters who did not vote in 2017 but did vote in 2019 preferred
voting-by-mail and accounted for the majority of the 6.42 percentage points increase in vote-by-mail
usage among the voted population.

Between 2017 and 2019, overall votes increased by 5305 votes and 22.55 percentage points. Now
turning to a demographic analysis, overall, Black votes increased by 898 votes and by 2.86 percentage
points. Hispanic votes increased by 229 votes and by 0.73 percentage point. White votes increased by
3811 votes and decreased by 4.65 percentage points. Black vote-by-Mail voters increased by 360 votes
and 3.26 percentage points. Hispanic vote-by-mail voters increased by 122 votes and 1.1 percentage point.
White Vote by Mail voters increased by 1928 votes and decreased by 5.83 percentage points. Black in-
person voters increased by 538 votes and 2.78 percentage points. Hispanic in-person voters increased by
107 votes and 0.51 percentage point. White in-person voters increased by 1883 votes and decreased by
4.15 percentage points.

Figure 8: 2017-2019 Demographic Breakdown

Voting 2017 2019 Difference (Votes) Difference
Nethod Race 2017 Votes Percentage 2019 Votes Percentage (Percentage
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VBM White 2964 88.03% 4892 82.22% 1928 -5.81%
Black 216 6.42% 576 9.68% 360 3.26%
Hispanic 75 2.23% 197 3.31% 122 1.08%
Other 112 3.33% 285 4.79% 173 1.46%

In-Person White 7788 86.98% 9671 82.83% 1883 -4.15%
Black 699 7.81% 1237 10.59% 538 2.78%
Hispanic 158 1.76% 265 2.27% 107 0.51%
Other 309 3.45% 503 4.31% 194 0.86%

Overall White 10752 87.27% 14563 82.62% 3811 -4.65%
Black 915 7.43% 1813 10.29% 898 2.86%
Hispanic 233 1.89% 462 2.62% 229 0.73%
Other 421 3.42% 788 4.47% 367 1.05%

Percentage

Overall, a larger proportion of Black voters participated in the 2019 municipal elections
compared to the 2017 municipal elections. This increase was due more to the increase in vote by mail
usage when analyzing the percentages. Hispanic voters saw a slight increase in votes, but it was not
more than one percentage point of a difference, so their overall proportion of the voted population did
not change. White voters participation increased, but the proportion of white voters in the voting
population decreased. This means that overall, more non-White voters participated in 2019 than 2017,
most of which is due to the proportion change in vote-by-mail usage. This serves as a control for 2021
to 2023 because the population becomes more diverse and White voter percentage of total voted
population decreases as more voters participate.

Miami-Dade Findings
Figure 9: Miami-Dade 2021—2023 Overall Turnout

2021 Miami-Dade Municipal Election Turnout 2023 Miami-Dade Municipal Election Turnout
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Figure 10: Miami-Dade 2021—2023 Voting Methods
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2021 Miami-Dade Municipal Election Turnout 2023 Miami-Dade Municipal Election Turnout
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In Miami-Dade 2023 municipal elections, turnout decreased by 10.07 percentage points, or by
40,376 votes (Figure 9). When looking at the breakdown of what methods these voters used in each 2021
and 2023 municipal elections, the percentage of voters who voted on election day did not change much,
seeing an increase in 0.72 percentage point (Figure 10). However, early voting increased by 3.32
percentage points while vote-by-mail decreased by 4.05 percentage points. In this Figure, we see the
substitution effect taking place, as the increases in early and in-person voting align with the decrease in
vote-by-mail usage. Therefore, the turnout decrease may not solely be due to SB-90 but could have been
a factor as these voters chose to substitute their 2021 voting method.

Conclusion

Overall, the analysis from Palm Beach County shows evidence supporting the claim that SB-90
reduced overall turnout due to the vote-by-mail changes. Overall turnout decreased by 3 percentage
points between 2021 and 2023, which amounted to 10,394 votes. In 2023, vote-by-mail turnout decreased
by 9,767 votes. This could suggest the decrease in overall turnout has a relationship with the decrease in
vote-by-mail turnout. When looking at what demographics this affected the most, we observe an increase
in the proportion of Black voters in the voting population. This increase in diversity of the electorate is due
to an increase in Black voters using in-person voting, showing that a substitution effect may have been
witnessed. White voters’ total proportion of the population did not change. Since the typical vote-by-mail
user is White, an increase in diversity in the electorate could signal that vote-by-mail turnout decreased
and other methods became preferred.

The analysis from Miami-Dade shows evidence of a substitution effect, supporting the claim that
SB-90 made it more difficult to vote-by-mail and voters shifted to other methods. However, there are
some caveats with this analysis. There was no control variable due to holes in voter turnout breakdown
data. Additionally, the demographic breakdown could not be analyzed using the Supervisor of Elections
website data. Future projects will look at the demographic analysis to fully understand who SB-90 affected
in the long run.
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Race of 2021 PBC In Person Voters
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FPSA

Florida Political Science Association Annual Conference

9 March 2024

University of Florida
Gainesville, FL

***All participants must register for the conference***

Pre-registration before the conference day is $75 for faculty and $35 for students. All paper presenters, panel
chairs, and discussants are asked to preregister. Registration at the meeting is $85 for faculty and $40 for students.
Registration includes lunch, refreshments and subscription to the Florida Political Chronicle. To pre-register, please

go to fpsanet.com.

-102 -


http://fpsanet.com/
http://fpsanet.com/

Florida Political Chronicle vol.31, n.1 (2024)

FLORIDA POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION
2023-2024 Officers and Council Members

Kelly McHugh, President
Florida Southern College, kmchugh@flsouthern.edu

Austin Trantham, Second Vice President
Saint Leo University, austin.trantham@saintleo.edu

Sean Foreman, Secretary
Barry University, sforeman@barry.edu

Aubrey Jewett, Treasurer )
University of Central Florida, aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu

Ex-Officio:
Leah Blumenfeld, Past President
Barry University, Iblumenfeld@barry.edu

Marco Rimanelli, Editor, Florida Political Chronicle Saint
Leo University, marco.rimanelli@saintleo.edu

Austin Trantham, Editor, The Political Scientist Newsletter
Saint Leo University, austin.trantham@saintleo.edu

Executive Council (staggered two-year terms) _
Kevin Wagner (2022-2024? Houman Sadri (2023-2025)

Florida Atlantic University University of Central Florida

kwagnel5@fau.edu houman.sadri@ucf.edu

Richard Murgo (2022-2024) Kelly McHugh (2023-2025)

Tallahassee Community College Florida Southern College

ricmurgo@gmail.com kmchugh@flsouthern.edu

Ben Smith (2023-2024) Judithanne Scourfield McLauchlan,

University of Florida (2021-2023)

bbsmith@ufl.edu University of South Florida-St. Petersburg,
jsm2@usf.edu

Bradley Gardner (2023-2025) Brian Kupfer, (2021-2023)

Bethune-Cookman University Tallahassee Community College,

gardmerb@cookman.edu brian.kupfer@tcc.fl.edu

Jack Reilly (2024-2026) -~

New College of Florida jreilly@ncf.edu

Florida Political Science Association
2024 Annual Conference

-103 -


mailto:austin.trantham@saintleo.edu
mailto:jsm2@usf.edu
mailto:gardmerb@cookman.edu
mailto:jreilly@ncf.edu

Florida Political Chronicle vol.31, n.1 (2024)
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1 (352) 588-6313, austin.trantham@saintleo.edu
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American National Politics Austin Trantham austin.trantham@saintleo.edu
Saint Leo University

Comparative Politics Houman Sadri, IPAC & houman.sadri@ucf.edu
University of Central Florida

International Relations Leah Blumenfeld Iblumenfeld@barry.edu
Barry University

Political Theory Brian Kupfer brian.kupfer@tcc.fl.edu
Tallahassee Community College

Public Policy / Public Douglas Rivero rivero.douglas@spcollege.edu
Administration St. Petersburg College

Regional Security from World Marco Rimanelli marco.rimanelli@saintleo.edu
War | to Today Saint Leo University

Roundtable: Teaching Political Kelly McHugh kmchugh@flsouthern.edu
Science Florida Southern College

State & Local Government Sean Foreman sforeman@barry.edu

Barry University
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*All sessions will be in the Pugh Hall, home of the Bob Graham Center*
Lunch will be hosted in the Pugh Hall Ocora.

Program Schedule

Registration 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Session 1* 10:00 AM to 11:20 AM
Break 11:20 AM to 11:30 AM
Lunch/Meeting 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
Break 1:00 PM to 1:10 PM
Session 2* 1:10 PM to 2:30 PM
Break 2:30 PM to 2:40 PM
Session 3* 2:40 PM to 4:00 PM
Break 4:00 PM to 4:10 PM
Session 4* 4:10 PM to 5:30 PM

Cocktail Reception

The FPSA will host a cocktail reception following the conclusion of the conference. The reception will be
held at Cypress & Grove Brewery from 6:00-7:30 p.m.

Parking Directions & Campus Maps

The map below has both the O’ Connell Center parking lot (orange) and Pugh Hall indicated.

emérson atmni i

L[ L

- Disabled Parking

)

. Electric Vehicle Charging

By

&0
/
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Scan code below for directions to the O’Connell Center parking lot:

From I-75: Take Exit 387 to Newberry Rd and turn east toward University of Florida. Continue eastward
as Newberry Rd. becomes University Ave and follow University to Gale Lemerand Drive. Turn right, and
turn right again into the parking lot.

Walking to Pugh Hall: walk east from O’Connell lot on University to Fletcher Drive and turn right.
Continue southward on Buckman Drive to Pugh Hall on the right, 296 Buckman Dr.

Directions (scan this for the location of Pugh Hall):

[=] T

Reception Directions:

The reception will be at Cypress & Grove Brewing Co., 1001 NW 4" St., Gainesville, 6-730pm.

Please scan for directions:
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SESSION 1: 10:00 AM to 11:20 AM
Roundtable: Teaching Political Science, Pugh170

Moderator: Kelly McHugh, Florida Southern College, kmchugh@flsouthern.edu

Panelists:
Aubrey Jewett, University of Central Florida, Aubrey.Jewett@ucf.edu
Judithanne Scourfield McLauchlan, USF-St. Petersburg, dr_jsm@fulbrightmail.org
Houman Sadri, University of Central Florida, Houman.Sadri@ucf.edu
Austin Trantham, Saint Leo University, austin.trantham@saintleo.edu

State and Local Government: 1ssues in Florida Elections, Pugh 120
Chair: Michael McDonald, University of Florida, michael.mcdonald@ufl.edu
Discussant: Dan Smith, University of Florida, dasmith@ufl.edu

Turnout Effects of SB90 in Florida’s 2023 Municipal Elections
Anna Lackovic, University of Florida, anna.lackovic@ufl.edu

Support for Florida’s 2020 Minimum Wage Amendment
Mario Villegas, University of Florida, mariovillegas@ufl.edu

Democracy Deserts in Florida Local Elections
Maxwell Clarke, University of Florida, maxwellclarke@ufl.edu

Turnout Effects of Hurricane lan
Manuel Gomez, University of Florida, gomez.manuel@ufl.edu
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International Relations: Undergraduate Panel I, Pugh 150
Chair & Discussant: Bradley Gardner, Bethune-Cookman University, gardnerb@cookman.edu

The Ideal of Olympic Peace: Can Sport Help Bring the Ukraine War to a Swift End? David
Mahnke, Nova Southeastern University, dm3317@mynsu.nova.edu

Using a GSA Framework: Analyzing the Grand Strategy of Sweden
Kaitlyn Stephens, University of West Florida, kls158@students.uwf.edu

Defending Europe: The Role of France in Strengthening the European Union’s Defensive Cooperation
Grace Marie Benz, Ave Maria University, grace.benz@my.avemaria.edu

Neoliberalism and Climate Change Denial
Laura Young, Georgia Gwinnett College, lyoung6é@ggc.edu

Comparative Politics: Institutions and Political Stability, Pugh 160
Chair & Discussant: Conor O’Dwyer, University of Florida, codwyer@ufl.edu

The Women of Autocracy: From Trophies to Protégés
Marcelline Amouzou, University of Florida, m.amouzon@ufl.edu
Ayu Diasti Rahmawati, University of Florida, arahmawati @ufl.edu Juliana
Restrepo Sanin, University of Florida, jsanin@ufl.edu

External Voter Turnout: Political Norm Transference or Host-Country Deterrence?
Payton Kristina Capes-Davis, University of Florida, pcapesdavis@ufl.edu

Institutions, Inequality & Ethnic Party Rhetoric: A Cross-National Examination of Within-Group
Inequality & Institutional Design
Sarah Snowmann, University of Florida, shollmann@ufl.edu

Institutional Echoes: European Economic and Monetary Union in Comparative Context
Corinne Tomasi, University of Florida, corie@ufl.edu
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Regional Security from World War I to Today: Panel |, Pugh 210
Chair & Discussant: Marco Rimanelli, Saint Leo University, marco.rimanelli@saintleo.edu

The International Criminal Court vs. War-Crimes Investigations & Prosecutions against
Non-Signatory States
Joseph Cillo, Saint Leo University, joseph.cillo@saintleo.edu

Genocide: More than Just a Word in the Fifth Hamas-Israel War
Camara Silver, John Jay College-CUNY, Csilver@jjay.cuny.edu

British Intelligence's Secret Sponsorship of Mussolini's Rise to Power in Italy from World War 1 to
the Fall 1922 March on Rome and Hon. Matteotti's 1924 Assassination (through the Secret Samuel
Hoare Papers, Fascist Assassin Amerigo Dumini's Duplicity and Carabinieri Captain Ettore
Chiurazzi's Police Investigations).

Marco Rimanelli, Saint Leo University, marco.rimanelli@saintleo.edu

Lunch Break and Business Meeting
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
Location: Pugh Hall Ocora

FPSA Business Meeting

Kelly McHugh, President
Florida Southern College, kmchugh@flsouthern.edu

Roundtable on Florida Politics: What to Expect in 2024

Chair/Moderator: Aubrey Jewett, University of Central Florida, aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu

Panelists: Sean Foreman, Barry University, sforeman@barry.edu
Michael McDonald, University of Florida, michael.mcdonald@ufl.edu
Judithanne Scourfield McLauchlan, University of South Florida, dr_jsm@fulbrightmail.org
Dan Smith, University of Florida, dasmith@ufl.edu
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SESSION 2: 1:10 PM to 2:30 PM

Roundtable: Graduate Student Professionalization Panel, Pugh 170
Moderator: Ben Smith, University of Florida, bbsmith@ufl.edu

Panelists:

Hannah Alarian, University of Florida, halarian@ufl.edu

Houman Sadri, University of Central Florida, Houman.Sadri@ucf.edu Austin
Trantham, Saint Leo University, austin.trantham@saintleo.edu

International Relations: Undergraduate Panel 11, Pugh 120
Chair & Discussant: Long Xiao, University of Florida, long.xiao@ufl.edu

How did the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
Protect Latin American Women's Rights?
Karen Acosta, Ave Maria University, acosta.al.karen@gmail.com

The New Global Wave of Authoritarianism: An Inevitable Economic Downfall?
Charlotte Opris, Nova Southeastern University, Co581@mynsu.nova.edu

The Foremost State Sponsor of Terrorism: United States Foreign Policy Towards Iranian Proxy Groups
Luke Reeves, Florida Southern College, lukereeves2424@gmail.com

Political Theory: Ancients and Moderns, Pugh 150
Chair: Brian Kupfer, Tallahassee Community College, Brian.Kupfer@tcc.fl.edu
Discussant: Cristian David Perez Munoz, University of Florida, cperezmunoz@ufl.edu

Plato’s Crito: Socrates’ Contradictory Disdain Toward Political Activism
Veronica Sigcho Espinoza, University of West Florida, vas23@students.uwf.edu

How Neoliberal Feminism Poses Restraints to Contemporary Feminist Politics
Sydney Stout, University of Florida, sydneystout@ufl.edu

“Citizen of Geneva”: Understanding Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s Critique of the Arts and Sciences
as outlined in the First Discourse,
Grace M Benz, Ave Maria University, benz@my.avemaria.edu

Digital Technology and Dogmatism: The Eclipse of Common Truths and the Decay of Civic Trust
Leslie Paul Thiele, University of Florida, thiele@ufl.edu

Neoliberalism and Climate Change Denial
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Laura Young, Georgia Gwinnett College, lyoung6é@ggc.edu

Comparative Politics: African & Asian States: Statecraft & Security,

Pugh 160

Chair & Co-Discussant 1: Sarah Snowmann, University of Florida, sholmann@ufl.edu
Co-Discussant 2: Christine Berry, University of Florida, cberry@ufl.edu

Do US Efforts to Promote Democracy Work: Empirical Evidence from Bangladesh: 2008-2020
Abdul Halim, abdul.halim.unf@gmail.com, University of North Florida

Economic Statecraft & Security Cooperation: A comparative study of US & Chinese foreign Policies
toward Africa
Kwame Nimoh, Florida International University, knimo0Ol@fiu.edu

Political Violence and Democratic Transition in West Africa: A Vicious Circle of Relationship
David Olusanjo, Florida International University, dolus001@fiu.edu

Comparative Politics: Political and Economic Impact of Latinos,

Pugh 210

Chair: Annabelle Conroy, University of Central Florida, annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu
Co-Discussant: Annabelle Conroy, UCF, annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu
Co-Discussant: Andrew Janusz, University of Florida, ajanusz@ufl.edu

How Latino Immigrants Play Their Role in Upholding the US Economy
Nathalie Aguilar, University of Central Florida, nathalieaguilar@ucf.edu

Women Farmworkers in Florida and the Impact of State Policies Annabelle
Conroy, UCF, annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu

Voter Turnout Within Hispanic Communities in the United States
Michelle Mederos, University of Central Florida, mi661357@ucf.edu
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Regional Security from World War I to Today:Panel |1, O’Neill Reading

Room
Chair & Discussant: Marco Rimanelli, Saint Leo University, marco.rimanelli@saintleo.edu

Russia vs. Ukraine
Zackary Selden, University of Florida, zselden@ufl.edu

Current Challenges to European Security and Albania's Foreign Relations
David Felsen, University of Georgia-Atlanta, dfelsen@ggc.edu

Azerbaijan and the Second Karabakh War: Caucasus Regional Security Threats to Russian, Europe
& Iran
Peter Tase, Council on Hemispheric Affairs-Milwaukee, W1, pmtase@gmail.com

Perspectives on Kosovo
Michael Waschak, Georgia Gwinnett College, mwaschak@qggc.edu

SESSION 3: 2:40 PM to 4:00 PM

Public Policy and Administration: Education and Employment, Pugh 170

Chair: Douglas Rivero, St. Petersburg College, Rivero.Douglas@spcollege.edu Discussant:
Christine Berry, University of Central Florida, cberryl@ufl.edu

Pay Fathers to Work Less? Paternity Leave Policy’s Impact on EU Women’s Employment
Adam Bernstein, University of Florida, a.bernstein@ufl.edu

The Digital Divide Within Education: A Look at the Post-Covid Impact
Nicholette Lanane, Nova Southeastern University, nl873@mynsu.nova.edu

Teenage Pregnancy in the US: Systemic, Social, & Safety Issues
Melina Isabelle Pecci, Nova Southeastern University, mp3216@mynsu.nova.edu

The Future of Jobs: A Public University’s Response to the Skills Gap in Cayman
Robert W. Robertson, University College of the Cayman Islands, rroberts905@gmail.com

Peter M. Paul, University College of the Cayman Islands, ppaul@ucci.edu.ky

International Relations: Technological and Organizational Challenges,
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Pugh 120
Chair & Discussant: Andrew Rosenberg, University of Florida, andrewrosenberg@ufl.edu

Governance of Cryptocurrency: From the Perspective of Financial Globalization
Long Xiao, University of Florida, long.xiao@ufl.edu

A New Cult of the Offensive? Elite Perceptions of Artificial Intelligence and the Offense-Defense Balance
in the PRC and the US.
Zachary Selden, University of Florida, zselden@ufl.edu

How do International Organizations Mediate the US-China Technological Competition, and in What
Ways Do They Influence Global Power Dynamics?
Jing Ge, Florida International University, jge003@fiu.edu

The Role of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization in Sustaining Border Peace: A Twenty-Year
Retrospective

Yuanhao Tian, Florida International University, ytian020@fiu.edu

Sarwar Minar, Florida International University, mmina010@fiu.edu

Kanayo Nomeh, Florida International University, knome001@fiu.edu

Comparative Politics: Economic and Political Development in Comparative

Perspective, Pugh 150
Chair & Discussant: Houman Sadri, University of Central Florida, Houman.Sadri@ucf.edu

Compulsory Voting & Governmental Effectiveness: How Mandatory Voting Improves Democratic
Function
Casey Homorody, Nova Southeastern University, ch2098@mynsu.nova.edu

The New Global Wave of Authoritarianism: An Inevitable Economic Downfall?
Charlotte Opris, Nova Southeastern University, co581@mynsu.nova.edu

Art Under Authoritarianism
Helena Rodriguez, Flagler College, Rodriguez932@flagler.edu

Comparison of the Impact of Colonial Heritage on the Development of Former Western and Soviet Union
Colonies
Sophia Wehle, Nova Southeastern University, sw2171@mynsu.nova.edu
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American National Politics: Civic Education and Public Policy, Pugh 160
Chair: Austin Trantham, Saint Leo University, austin.trantham@saintleo.edu
Discussant: Beth Rosenson, University of Florida, rosenson@ufl.edu

Considerations of Sherman Antitrust in the Modern Day American Economy
Emma Sammons, Florida Southern College, emma.lee.sam123@gmail.com
Brenda Alvarez, Florida Southern College, brenda.karen2105@gmail.com
Colton Bernaldo, Florida Southern College, coltonbernaldo@gmail.com
Chris Metzler, Florida Southern College, christopher.metzler04@gmail.com
Leon Titow, Florida Southern College, lalatitow@yahoo.com

Political Culture and American Democratic Experience: An Empirical Insight
John Anene, College of Central Florida, anenej@cf.edu

Revisiting Civic Education: The Role of Proximal Contact in Child Political Socialization
Roshaun Colvin, University of Florida, r.colvin@ufl.edu

Selma: A Filmic Description of History
Hunter Tierman, University of Florida, h.tierman@ufl.edu

Comparative Politics: Comparative Systems and Politics, Pugh 210
Chair & Discussant: David Olusanjo, Florida International University, dolus001@fiu.edu

Effects of the Paris Peace Conference on the Democratic Stability of Interwar Turkey,
Austria, and Hungary
Balazs Barany, Florida Atlantic University, bbarany2022@fau.edu

Authoritarian Legitimation in Bangladesh: Regimes’ Discourse and its Implication
Md Sahidul Islam, University of Florida, mislam5@ufl.edu

Deconstructing Indian Cinema: Examining the Politics of Cinematic Representation
Anna Verna, University of Florida, annaverma@ufl.edu

Settled” and “Unsettled” Paths: From Traditional Monarchy to Modern Regimes
Angi Yang, University of Florida, angiyang@ufl.edu
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SESSION 4: 4:10 PM to 5:30 PM

American National Politics: Voting and Partisan Preferences, Pugh 170
Chair: Michael Martinez, University of Florida, martinez@ufl.edu
Discussant: David Macdonald, University of Florida, davidmacdonald@ufl.edu

A Blue Primary in a Reddish State: How Preferences are Shaped by Expectations, Issues, and Sexism
Michael Martinez, University of Florida, martinez@ufl.edu
Daniel Smith, University of Florida, dasmith@ufl.edu

Latino Partisanship in the United States: Mass Media’s Influence on Party ID Maria
Ovalle, Florida International University, moval011l@fiu.edu
Eduardo Gamarra, Florida International University, gamarrac@fiu.edu

Partisan Empowerment and Voting as a Duty or Choice: How Different Political Contexts Shape
Individuals' Perceptions of the Vote
Juliana Mucci, University of Florida, j.mucci@ufl.edu

The Demobilizing Influence of Precarious Work
Jacob Caldwell, University of Florida, jacobcaldwell@ufl.edu

International Relations: Policy Perspectives, Pugh 120
Chair & Discussant: Zachary Selden, University of Florida, zselden@ufl.edu

The Blame Game: An Analysis of the Complex Legacy of the Irag War
Kelly McHugh, Florida Southern College, kmchugh@flsouthern.edu

Inequality in the Caribbean: Addressing Political Challenges in the Region
Robert Robertson, rroberts905@gmail.com

Contamination Effects in the Council of Europe: An Analysis of Pro-Russian Standpatters and Swing-
Voters
Bryon Moraski, University of Florida, bmoraski@ufl.edu

The US'’s Visa Restriction Policy for Undermining Democratic Process: The Case of Bangladesh
Sarwar J. Minar, Florida International University, mmina010@fiu.edu

Abdul Halim, University of North Florida, Need E-Mail
Toriqul Islam, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, Need E-Mail
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Roundtable: The Road to the White House 2024, Pugh 150

A Roundtable Discussion about South Carolina’s #FITN/#FITS Primary and the Sequential
Nominating Process
Moderator: Judithanne Scourfield-MacLauchlan, USF-St. Petersburg, jsm2@usf.edu

Panelists:

Olivia Borek (Trump), USF St. Petersburg, boreko@usf.edu

Amanda Pitts-Dilley(Haley), USF St. Petersburg, acp10@usf.edu

Grace Tabor (Trump), USF St. Petersburg, gracetabor@usf.edu

Laura Shaw (SCDP), USF St. Petersburg, laurashaw@usf.edu

Valeria Ferarri (Trump), USF St. Petersburg, ferrariv@usf.edu

Alexis Hobbs (SCDP), USF St. Petersburg, alexishobbs@usf.edu
Abigail Sanders (SCDP), USF St. Petersburg, abigail292@usf.edu
Nathan Tout-Puissant (SCDP), USF St. Petersburg, ntoutpuissant@usf.edu
Steven Duverge (SCDP), USF St. Petersburg, sduverge@usf.edu
Maddox Johnson (SCDP),USF St. Petersburg, maddoxjohnson@usf.edu

State & Local Government: Issues, Ideologies & Individuals in the American States, Pugh 160
Chair: Sean D. Foreman, Barry University, sforeman@barry.edu

Co-Discussant: Sean D. Foreman, Barry University, sforeman@barry.edu

Co-Discussant: Austin Trantham, Saint Leo University, austin.trantham@saintleo.edu

Too Tough on Crime? The Relationship Between State Political Ideology and Incarceration Rates.
Gabriella Fidanze, Nova Southeastern University, gf556@mynsu.nova.edu

Enhancing Voter Equity in Volusia County Through Vote By Mail
Mahogony Jules, Bethune-Cookman University, mahogony.a.jules@students.cookman.edu
Kamaih Nunn, Bethune-Cookman University, kamaih.l.nunn@students.cookman.edu
Jamar Lambert, Bethune-Cookman University, jamar.m.lambert@students.cookman.edu
Monika Previl, Bethune-Cookman University, monika.c.previl@students.cookman.edu

Gubernatorial Chiefs of Staff: A Preliminary Examination
Austin Trantham, Saint Leo University, austin.trantham@saintleo.edu
Kendall L. Bailey, Independent Scholar, kendall.lyons.bailey@gmail.com

Welfare and Health Policy in Florida
Aubrey Jewett, University of Central Florida, aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu

All Politics is Local: Presidential and Former Presidential Endorsements of Candidates for Local Offices
Daniel I. Pedreira, Florida International University, dpedreir@fiu.edu
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Comparative Politics: Chaotic Politics & Order in Eurasia & Latin America, Pugh 210
Chair & Discussant: Corinne Tomasi, University of Florida, corie@ufl.edu

White Rus & Great Rus: A brief analysis of the modern-day relationship between Belarus & Russia
Spencer Jurgielewicz, Florida Atlantic University, sjurgielewic2023@fau.edu

Georgia Foreign Policy Options: In the Post-Ukraine Area
Houman Sadri, University of Central Florida, Houman.Sadri@ucf.edu

Institutions and Organizations Participating in the 2024 FPSA Conference
Ave Maria University

Barry University

Bethune Cookman University

Broward College

College of Central Florida

Flagler College

Florida Atlantic University

Florida International University

Florida Southern College

Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz
New College of Florida

Nova Southeastern University

Saint Leo University

St. Petersburg College

Tallahassee Community College
University College of the Cayman Islands
University of Central Florida

University of Florida

University of Georgia-Atlanta

University of North Florida University

of South Florida

University of South Florida-St. Petersburg
University of Tampa

University of West Florida

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
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FPSA Annual Conference

2025 FPSA Conference Date at University of South Florida--
St. Petersburg

Look for the Call for Papers in October 2024

Please check the FPSA website (www.fpsanet.com) for the latest information.
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FPSA Awards

e Manning J. Dauer Award
e Best Graduate Paper Award
e Best Undergraduate Paper Award

Manning J. Dauer Award

Manning J. Dauer was a distinguished professor in the Department of Political Science at the University of
Florida for over half a century. When he passed away in 1986, he left a legacy that is unparalleled in the
State of Florida. He had served as both a formal and an informal advisor to scores of governors, the state
legislature, mayors, county commissioners, and city councilpersons. Indeed, it is said that he left his imprint
on many public policies at both the state and local level. He is perhaps best known for leading a team of
scholars and public officials that devised a reapportionment scheme for the State in the aftermath of the
famous Baker v. Carr and Reynolds v. Sims cases. As an academic, he wrote numerous articles and books
on state and local government and politics, and his work was frequently cited by other scholars. He also
edited a well-received book on government and politics in Florida. Professor Dauer was a well-known figure
within and outside of academia including both the political science and public administration communities,
local and state government, and the media. But his heart and loyalty were perhaps tied closest to the
organization that helped to co-found—the Florida Political Science Association (FPSA).

In the late-1990s, the FPSA decided that it was time to establish a lasting and fitting tribute to the person
who had breathed life into our Association and devoted so much of his time and energy to the FPSA and
the state he loved. To that end, the Association’s officers, Executive Council, and membership in 2000
created the Manning J. Dauer Award that would be given every three years to a faculty member at a
Florida institution.

Recipients of the Manning Dauer Award should have a sustained exemplary record of research, teaching,
mentoring, and service related to Florida politics and policy and supportive involvement with the Florida
Political Science Association. Like Manning Dauer himself, recipients of the award should be recognized
experts on Sunshine State politics and have impact and recognition beyond the discipline of political science
reaching out to their local community, the state, nation and/or internationally.

FPSA Manning J. Dauer Award Winners:

Aubrey Jewett (University of Central Florida), 2020

Jonathan West (University of Miami), 2016

J. Edwin Benton (University of South Florida), 2009

Joan Carver (Jacksonville University), 2006

Susan A. MacManus (University of South Florida), 2003 Thomas
R. Dye (Florida State University), 2000
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Best Graduate Paper Award &
Best Undergraduate Paper Award

The FPSA recognizes the best graduate and undergraduate paper presented at the annual conference.

The recipient of the Best Graduate Student Paper Award is recognized at the following conference with a
plaque and a $250 check from the Association. In addition, the paper is considered for inclusion in the
next volume of the Association’s peer-reviewed journal, The Florida Political Chronicle.

The recipient of the Best Undergraduate Student Paper Aawd is recognized at the following conference
with a plaque and a $200 check from the Association. In addition, the paper is considered for inclusion in
the next volume of the Association’s peer-reviewed journal, The Florida Political Chronicle.

Graduate students who present a paper at the annual conference are encouraged to submit their paper for
the Best Graduate Student Paper Award by April 15. Please email your paper as an attachment (MS
Word or PDF) to Dr. Sean Foreman (sforeman@barry.edu), Chair of the Best Graduate Student Paper
Award Selection Committee.

Undergraduate students who present a paper at the annual conference are encouraged to submit their
paper for the Best Undergraduate Student Paper Award by April 15. Please email your paper as an
attachment (MS Word or PDF) to Dr. Austin Trantham (austin.trantham@saintleo.edu), Chair of the
Best Undergraduate Student Paper Award Selection Committee.

A Special Thanks to our Arrangements Chair
Ben Smith

and to the University of Florida
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Publications of the Florida Political Science Association

Florida Political Chronicle

https://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html

The Florida Political Chronicle is an annual publication of the Florida Political Science
Association and encourages submissions from all disciplinary subfields. Please contact
Marco Rimanelli, editor, at marco.rimanelli@saintleo.edu for more information about
submission guidelines.

The Political Scientist:
Newsletter of the Florida Political Science Association

https://www.fpsanet.com/the-political-scientist.html

The Political Scientist is a semi-annual publication of the Florida Political Science
Association. Please contact Austin Trantham, editor, at austin.trantham@saintleo.edu
for more information about submission guidelines.

Website: www.fpsanet.com
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PRESIDENTIAL SWING STATES — BOOK REVIEW -

THIRD EDITION

David Schultz & Rafael Jacob, eds.,

Presidential Swing States (Lanham, MD: Rowman
& Littlefield Publ., 2022, p.404), ISBN 979-8588669665)
review by Austin Trantham, Ph.D. (Saint Leo University)

In recent times, the road to the White House has reliably traveled through a small number of

“battleground” or “swing” States. During the 2016 U.S. Presidential Elections, maverick New York Real-
Estate mogul Donald Trump led the Republican Party to flip the traditional Democratic “Blue Wall” of
Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania to defeat former-U.S. Secretary of State and Senator Hillary Clinton
leading the Democratic Party. Four years later in the 2020 U.S. Presidential Elections, a close loss to
Democrat candidate and former-Vice-President Joe Biden in “purple” Arizona was key to denying to
President Trump (R) a second term. This third edition of Presidential Swing States, edited by David Schultz
and Rafael Jacob (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishing, 2022) analyzes the changing nature of
“swing States” and their continued value through a series of instructive case-studies. The book categorizes
its chapters into three types:

1) historically “classic swing States”?,

2) States “on the bubble”? of losing their prized status, and

3) States currently “emerging”? in electoral importance.

The first section of the volume chronicles long-swinging States, with historical, political and geographic
factors cited as explanations for their positions as prized political possessions. Readers learn from Sean D.
Foreman that the “Sunshine State” of Florida swung widely in 2000 amidst a protracted and contentious
political-legal battle between George W. Bush and Al Gore in that year’s Presidential election. Two decades
later, however, Florida’s continued “swing State” status is questionable, with Republicans overtaking
Democrats in registering partisan voters, and their state Democratic Party facing internal challenges. New
Hampshire is also profiled, with Dante J. Scala arguing that its bellwether status should be maintained due to
the independent voting habits of a sizeable non-native population, a fair amount of ticket-splitting between
gubernatorial, congressional and State legislative contests, and a partisanship score indicating less movement
than in other states across the country.

Other traditional “swing States” are discussed in detail. A third “classic” example is North Carolina.
Christopher A. Cooper and H. Gibbs Knotts contend that many may not consider the “Tar Heel State” to

1 “Classic swing States” are Florida, Nevada, New Hampshire, North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.
2 “On the bubble Swing States” are defined as lowa, Maine, Minnesota, Ohio and Michigan.
3 “Emerging swing States” are defined as Arizona, Georgia and Nebraska.
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“swing” any longer due to the dearth of victories by Democratic Party Presidential candidates in recent
decades. They seek to dispute this misnomer through describing the state’s different geographic regions:
Democrats benefit electorally from the centrally-located, diverse and urban Piedmont Region, which
includes Raleigh, Charlotte and other cities, while the western side of the state favors Republicans and
Donald Trump in 2020.

North Carolina’s continuing “purple” nature is further demonstrated by analyses of both inter-
and intra-election voting swings, characterized respectively by changing Presidential preferences in
successive elections and general ticket-splitting. Finally, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin are examined. Both
states developed competitive political systems over time. Pennsylvania, notes Christopher Borick and
Rafael Jacob, is a “bellwether like no other.” The voting habits of the majority White-working class in
the state, they argue, is important to understanding how it switched partisan support in past elections
with victories for Obamain 2012, Trump in 2016 and Biden in 2020. Neil Kraus and Aaron C. Weinschenk
discuss how Wisconsin has historically seen two-party competition due to a clash of political subcultures
and views on government and a diversifying state electorate.

Presidential Swing States continues by highlighting those states “on the bubble” or most in
jeopardy of no longer being significant in Presidential elections. lowa is profiled by Donna R. Hoffman and
Christopher W. Larimer, and while they write that the “Hawkeye State” will be “up for grabs” in the 2024
Presidential election, a growing Republican-backed State government and a decline in NPA (“No Party
Affiliation”) registrants presents a contrasting political outlook for lowa moving forward. The northeastern
state of Maine is discussed by James Melcher and Amy Fried. They admit that while no Republican
Presidential candidate has won the state since 2004 —making it appear firmly in the Democratic Party’s
grasp—the state’s more moderate political climate, the presence of NPA voters, and the unique system
allocating Electoral College votes by congressional district with differing partisan leanings are rationales
that may allow Maine to continue swinging for a while longer.

Additional “on the bubble States”, including Minnesota, Ohio and Michigan, are explored in this
section. Minnesota may lose its “swing State” status in future elections, David Schultz writes, due to
increased racial diversity and a declining White working class. These changing demographic trends would
put the “Gopher State” more squarely into the Democratic Party column. Nathaniel Swigger studies Ohio,
where Donald Trump’s 2016 Presidential victory capped a long right-wing Republican swing. This leaning
began in the 2010 Mid-Term elections with a declining number of competitive congressional races. In the
decade since, Democrats have failed to run competitive candidates, due to the real possibility of losing
races. This said, Swigger argues that Ohio may continue to be a “swing State” due to a 2018 referendum
that altered redistricting, helping Democrats’ future electoral chances in the process. The section finally
chronicles Michigan through David A. Dulio and John S. Klemanski’s analysis. Originally a Conservative
state, Michigan became Liberal with the onset of Franklin Roosevelt’s transformative New Deal agenda.
Since the 1960s, however, the “Wolverine State” has fostered inter-party competitiveness which still
exists today. Its shifting partisan status in recent Presidential elections can be found, the authors argue,
at the county level. Kent, Saginaw and Leelanau County are so-called “pivot counties” that changed
allegiances from Trump in 2016 to Biden four years later. Biden also improved on Hillary Clinton’s
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performance in a few population-rich counties, including Wayne (Detroit), Kent (Grand Rapids) and
Genesee (Flint). The final part of the volume examines three states that may be the new wave of “swing
State” politics, those “emerging” in recent elections.

The multi case-study exploration concludes by describing states that may play a future role in the
continuing saga of Presidential “swing States”. Kate Kenski discusses how Arizona voters have historically
sided with Republican presidential candidates; only two Democrats have carried the state since the early-
1950s. However, this one-party dominance is beginning to cede to a more diverse electorate, with non-
natives, Hispanics and non-party identifiers comprising a sizeable portion of Arizona’s population; these
demographic differences logically lead to popular shifts in public policy. Kenski concludes that increased
and sustained mobilization efforts would need to be done by both parties to move the traditional “red
State” firmly into the “swing State” column.

A second Southern State with future hopes of being electorally competitive in future Presidential
races is Georgia. The “Peach State”, like Arizona, has voted reliably for the Republican Party since Bill
Clinton’s (D) 1992 election. However, as Karen L. Owen explains, increased diversity and subsequent
heightened political competition has resulted, in part, from one million more residents relocating to
Georgia throughout the 2010s. Democrats have seen increases in support in important swing counties
from key partisan voting blocs, including young people, college-educated individuals and minorities. These
trends, combined with heightened interest in the 2020 Presidential election, drove the state to support
Joe Biden—the first Democrat to win that state since Clinton. Georgia voters also elected Democrats to
both the state's U.S. Senate seats (Raphael Warnock and Jon Ossoff). Owen ends her analysis by stating
that “Georgia... will likely continue to be at the center of the two-party competition.”

Schultz and Jacob have produced an informational and engaging volume. Each chapter assembled
works in harmony with others to produce an in-depth, descriptive look at the current and future
importance of “swing States” in Presidential elections. The text is highly recommended as a supplemental
book for Political Sciences courses on the American Presidency, as well as campaigns and elections. It
provides an easy-to-follow framing structure with states placed into the “classic”, “on the bubble” and
“emerging” categories previously discussed. This schema allows for both novice and advanced scholars
of Presidential electoral politics to quickly comprehend one of the volume’s main points: not all “swing
States” are created equal. This decision should be lauded, as competitive or “swing States” are often
collapsed into a single category by the mass media and others without accounting for unique and
meaningful variations between them. Further, the editors impose a degree of needed standardization to
each chapter by having a historical overview section, and then proceeding into the 2020 Presidential
election and its implications. However, the authors whose work comprises the book are given the
necessary freedom to present their subject in a meaningful way that captures its individual dynamics (e.g.:
demographic impacts, partisan trends, electoral methods, economic shifts, etc.).

In looking toward the next edition of this work, some unique elements presented in certain
chapters might be considered for standard inclusion across all state case-studies. In the Arizona analysis,
Kenski writes about various state-based events within the last decade that received national coverage by
the media, including the controversial SB 1070 legislation and electing female politicians to office. This
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nationalization element is not only educational and interesting, but it allowed Kenski to put the “Grand
Canyon State” into enhanced context. Further, some chapters, including Wisconsin, presented a longer-
term historical timeline than others just focused on the past few electoral cycles. Perhaps a broader
historical look should be a common feature in a fourth edition, as it would ensure that all states could be
more easily comparatively contextualized and analyzed by readers, especially those with limited
knowledge of the state.

These potential improvements aside, the third edition of Presidential Swing States is a useful and
accessible text that captures the intricacies of battleground areas within modern-day electoral politics.
Students, scholars, campaign staff and major-party Presidential candidates themselves will all benefit
from a close examination of its contents and taking its lessons to heart.

Austin (Zj;'antham. g@ D.

Assistant-Professor of Constitutional Law & Political Philosophy,

Saint Leo University-Florida,

Second Vice-President of Florida Political Sciences Association (FPSA) &
Editor of Political Scientist, FPSA Newsletter.

AUTHOR:

Austin Trantham, Ph.D., is Assistant-Professor of Political Sciences, Constitutional Law & Political
Philosophy at Saint Leo University. His research interests include Presidential Leadership, Gubernatorial
Rhetoric and Political Scandals. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Sciences from the University of Kentucky,
two M.A. Degrees from the University of Kentucky and American University, plus a B.A. with Honors in
Political Sciences from Austin College. His work appears in American Politics Research, Social Science
Quarterly, The Commonwealth Review of Political Science, and the Journal of Political Science Education.
He has Co-Authored, Historical Dictionary of the Donald Trump Administration (Lanham, MD: Rowman
& Littlefield, forthcoming in late-2024).
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Florida Political Science Association’s Statement of
Support for Academic Freedom

The Florida Political Science Association supports academic freedom.
As defined by the American Association of University Professors:

Academic freedom is the freedom of a teacher or researcher in higher education to
investigate and discuss the issues in his or her academic field, and to teach or publish
findings without interference from political figures, boards of trustees, donors, or other
entities. Academic freedom also protects the right of a faculty member to speak freely when
participating in institutional governance, as well as to speak freely as a citizen.

Academic freedom includes the right of faculty members acting as private citizens to serve
as objective expert witnesses in cases where their scholarly expertise helps the legal
system reach an informed decision.

As such, the Florida Political Science Association supports the right of University of Florida
Political Scientists Daniel Smith, Michael McDonald and Sharon Wright Austin to serve as
expert witnesses in a Florida voting-rights lawsuit.

The Florida Political Science Association is a non-partisan scholarly organization of faculty,
students and community members committed to promoting Political Science research,
education and service throughout the State of Florida.
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Back-Cover FPSA University Member Profile: Saint Leo University-Florida & Global

@SAINT
U NI VE RS

With a 130-year history rooted in
Catholic Benedictine values, Saint
Leo University is called to be more
and do more to enrich the lives of
others—mind, body, and spirit—
making our world a better place,
one person at a time.

n

POINTS OF PRIDE

Catholic Heritage and Timeless Values Online Innovation

Saint Leo University is Florida's first and oldest Catholic A nationally recognized leader in online education, as well as
institution of higher education and the largest Benedictine one of the first to market in that space, Saint Leo University
Catholic university in the nation. Our Benedictine-inspired offers more than 35 fully online degree programs and
core values of excellence, respect, integrity, personal devel- delivers more than 1,500 course selections each term to
opment, community, and responsible stewardship resonate  thousands of students around the globe. At Saint Leo, our
with students of all generations, faiths, and backgrounds. vision is clear—to advance as the pioneer in innovative

teaching, learning, and business technology solutions.
Military Footprint

For nearly 50 years, Saint Leo University has helped service A(.:ademlcs ) ) ) )
members and veterans build on their skills and experiences ~ With nearly 60 academic programs including associate,

to find fulfilling careers. Today, military members make up bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees, Saint Leo

more than a quarter of the university’s student population—  University’s wide range of academic programs in highly
making us one of America'’s largest, most committed provid- sought-after areas of concentration translates into grad-
ers of higher education to the U.S. military. uates with the skills that today’s employers covet. As the

global marketplace keeps evolving, so does Saint Leo.

Global Reach

Students from more than 100 countries choose Saint Leo

University to pursue their degrees. From Morocco to the

Bahamas, international students represent 14% of the

overall student population at University Campus and CONNECT WITHUS

that number is growing. FIEOM@ saintleo.edu
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Back-Cover FPSA University Member Profile: IPAC at University of Central Florida-Orlando

Information & Policy Our Motto: “Making positive differences in

Ana|ysis Center, Inc. education and communication leading to
opportunities for a more peaceful world.”

3206 South Hopkins Avenue, Suite 400
Titusville, Florida, 32780
Phone: (407) 439-4722 contact@ipacnet.org

Left to Right: IPAC President Dr. Sadri, IPAC PR Director Ms. Malisci meeting
with Mr. Stewart, International Business Manager of Enterprise Florida

About Us

The Information and Policy Analysis Center, Inc. (IPAC) has built a foundation of broad and deep knowledge to
impact and make a difference in the most important and pertinent areas of opportunity in today’s world. Our
interdisciplinary expertise in policy, communication, education, socio-economic development, defense, energy,
homeland security and environmental protection combines theory with real-world experience.

Mission Statement

IPAC is dedicated to producing exacting research and unbiased analysis through quality education. Our mission is
to stimulate and support relevant social science research that addresses major domestic and international issues
and to disseminate those findings widely to professionals, scholars, policy-makers and the public at large.

Education

As a non-partisan, non-profit educational foundation, IPAC seeks to promote constructive dialogues among diverse
cultures and civilizations. While our educational efforts extend to the general public, we acknowledge that today’s
students need to develop an understanding of communication, international relations and cultures to compete in
the global environment. Whether pursuing careers in business, public service, education, or non-governmental

organizations, IPAC promotes such goals by providing funding for student awards to organizations such as the
Florida Political Science Association.

Quality Research Standards
IPAC provides high caliber and realistic research on significant national and international issues. At IPAC, we are proud of

the ways by which we ensure that our training sessions, research products and consulting services reflect our core values
of dedication to excellence d objectivity in a complex world.
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