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Call for Papers  

Florida Political Science Association Annual Conference 

Saturday, 26 March 2022 

Bethune-Cookman University, Daytona Beach, Florida 
o  

 

Program Chair:  Giselle Jamison     Arrangements Chair:  Manuel Deleon 
St. Thomas University        Bethune-Cookman University   
Phone: 305-628-6579      Phone: 386-481-2842 

gjamison@stu.edu       deleonm@cookman.edu     
 
The 2022 FPSA Annual Meeting will be held at Bethune-Cookman University in Daytona Beach, Florida.  
DEADLINE for PROPOSALS  26  January  2022. Information on directions, parking and hotels posted end-January.  
 

Pre-registration before the conference day is $75 for faculty and $35 for students. All paper presenters, panel 
chairs, and discussants are asked to preregister. Registration at the meeting is $85 for faculty and $40 for students. 
Registration includes lunch, refreshments and a subscription to the Florida Political Chronicle.   
For pre-registration, please go to www.fpsanet.org  
 

Faculty, talented undergraduates, and graduate students are encouraged to submit papers.  A $250 award is given 
to the best Graduate Student Paper presented at the conference, and a $200 award will be given to the best 
Undergraduate Student Paper. All proposals must include: name, institution, rank (faculty, graduate student, 
undergraduate student), contact information, paper title and an abstract around 100-to-250 words.   
Please send paper proposals to the following Section Chairs by January 2022.  Accepted papers will be notified.  
 

Sections: Sections Chairs: Contact Information: 

American National Politics 
Austin Trantham 
Jacksonville University 

austin.trantham@gmail.com  
940-390-2506 

Political Theory 
Brian Kupfer 
Tallahassee Community College 

brian.kupfer@tcc.fl.edu  
850-201-9951 

Public Policy & Public 
Administration 

Sean Foreman 
Barry University 

sforeman@barry.edu 
305-899-4098 

States & Local Governments 
Sean Foreman 
Barry University 

sforeman@barry.edu 
305-899-4098 

International Relations  
Leah Blumenfeld 
Barry University 

lblumenfeld@barry.edu 
305-899-3386 

Comparative Politics 
Manuel DeLeon 
Bethune-Cookman University 

deleonm@cookman.edu 
386-481-2842 

Roundtable: Teaching Political 
Science 

Kelly McHugh 
Florida Southern College 

kmchugh@flsouthern.edu 
863-680-4111 

Regional Security from World 
War I to Today  

Marco Rimanelli 
Saint Leo University 

marco.rimanelli@saintleo.edu 
352-588-8277 

 
 

SUBMISSIONS to the Florida Political Chronicle journal:  Conference Papers, Best Student Award Papers and runners-up, plus 
scholarly essays from past FPSA conferences and other related unpublished papers are all welcome for publication.  Please 
contact the Editor Marco Rimanelli at   Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu  for more information and see the Submission 
Guidelines on:   http://www.fpsanet.org/florida -political-chronicle.htm 
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PUBLICATIONS : 

FLORIDA POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION  

 

 

Florida Political Chronicle 

 

http://www.fpsanet.org/florida-political-chronicle.html  

 

 

The Florida Political Chronicle is the bi-annual peer-reviewed scholarly journal of the Florida 

Political Sciences Association, which encourages submissions from all discipline sub-fields. 

Submission Guidelines on:   http://www.fpsanet.org/florida-political-chronicle.htm  Please 

contact the FPSA journalôs  Editor, Marco  Rimanelli, Ph.D. of Saint Leo University at  

marco.rimanelli@saintleo.edu  for Submissions and questions. 

 

The Political Scientist: 
Newsletter of the Florida Political Science Association 

 

http://www.fpsanet.org/political-scientist.html 

 

 

The  Political  Scientists newsletter is a semi-annual publication of the Florida Political Sciences 

Association.  Please contact for information and Submission Guidelines to  

Newsletter Editor, Manuel  De Leon, Ph.D. of  The Political Scientist at  

Bethune-Cookman College at  deleonm@cookman.edu  for Submissions. 

 
o  

 

See FPSA website:    www.fpsanet.org 
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Florida Political             Chronicle 

ς SUBMISSION  PUBLICATION  GUIDELINES ς 
 
 

ESSAYS & BOOK REVIEWS SUBMISSIONS:    FPSA MEMBERSHIP & CONFERENCES: 
Editor Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D.     please go to the FPSA website: 
Professor of Politics & International Studies   http://www.fpsanet.org/  
SAINT  LEO  UNIVERSITY      then click on: 
Social  Sciences  Department      Join FPSA/Conference Registration 
MC-2127,  P.O.-Box 6665 
Saint Leo, Florida, 33574-6665, U.S.A.    E-mail FPSA Treasurer: 
E-mail:  Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu    Aubrey.Jewett@ucf.edu 
 

Current (since 2020) and past (2010-2019) issues of the Florida Political Chronicle, as well as the on-line Archive of older 
issues (1989-2009) are FREE for readers by clicking on the Florida Political Sciences !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΥ   

http://www.fpsanet.org/chronicle.html    or   http://www.fpsanet.org/ archive 
 

The Florida Political Chronicle is the peer-reviewed scholarly journal of the Florida Political Sciences Association (FPSA), 
published twice-a-year, on-line, in colour. It is free for access on the FPSA website to serve the academic disciplines of Political 
Sciences and International Relations, practitioners, students and the community of readers in a balanced, non-political and 
analytical way.  The Florida Political Chronicle journal encourages scholarly submissions from all Political Sciences disciplinary 
subfields:  American Politics, Theories, Comparative Politics, International Relations, International Security, Diplomatic 
History, International Political Economy, Public Administration, International Law and International Organizations. 

 

SUBMISSIONS:  e-mail as WORD (NOT PDF) attachments all Submissions (Essays or Book Reviews) ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΩǎ 
Editor Marco  Rimanelli, Ph.D. of Saint Leo University at  Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu  for consideration: 

1. Essays  &  Book Reviews in Word (12 Font, single-spaced, Calibri style or Times Roman), not PDF. 
o Essay length: single-spaced from 5/6 pages minimum to maximum length of 50 pages with 1-inch margins, 

inclusive of Abstract, Bibliography & 1-ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ .ƛƻ.  
o Book Review length: single-spaced from 2-to-10+ pages-long in Word with 1-inch margins, with 

Bibliography & 1-ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ .ƛƻΦ .ƻƻƪ wŜǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ōƻƻƪǎΦ 
2. Footnotes preferred style (at end of each page in Calibri style or Times Roman) is the Chicago Manual of Style, 

but accepted are also APA, APSA or others if the author has already a finished work for review. 
3. Abstract (a long-paragraph; no library reference codes). 
4. Maps/Graphs/Tables/photos in the text or as appendixes (use 11 or 12 Font to make it fit) must fit the same 

vertical format with around 1-inch margin--No landscape-size Tables! Must fit in a standard paper page 
portrait-size! Photos can be sent separately for inclusion.  I will reformat all work, but it helps if it fits initially. 

5. Bibliography (10 Font, single-spaced);  preferred use Manual of Chicago Style, but other styles accepted. 
6. !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ .ƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ at end paper (a long-paragraph, with Ph.D. and M.A. Degrees, position, publications). 
7. Do not use the First Person όάLέ);  ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅέ ƻǊ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪέ ƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊέΦ  
8. Do not use colloquial contractionsΣ ƭƛƪŜΥ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ ƛǘΩǎΣ ŎŀƴΩǘΣ ǿƻƴΩǘΣ ŜǘŎΦ 
9. άн .ƭƛƴŘ tŜŜǊ wŜǾƛŜǿǎέ scholarly process (yes, I have 2 blind mice!) and those accepted for publication will 

incorporate editorial modification and suggested changes by Reviewers. 
10. Best Graduate Student Paper Award & Best Undergraduate Student Paper Award reviewed by related 

committee. Both Award Winners and any Alternate Best Papers will be published in the journal. 
 

DISCLAIMER:   All interpretations, opinions or conclusions printed in the Florida Political Chronicle are solely those of the 
author/s and should not be attributed to or considered to be reflective of an institutional position by either the Florida Political 
Sciences Association (FPSA) and its Officers, or by Saint Leo University, its Board of Trustees, officers and staff, or any 
organization and individuals supporting either the FPSA or Saint Leo University as institutions.  
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mailto:Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu
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FPSA  Exiting-PǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ  aŜǎǎŀƎŜ:  wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊΩǎ LƳǇŀŎǘǎ 
by FPSA President Kelly A. McHugh, Ph.D. (Florida Southern College, Lakeland) 

 

 

It is a pleasure to welcome you again, as exiting-President of the Florida Political Science 

Association. The FPSA is committed to advancing the understanding of the importance of government and 

international politics in both academia and among the community. We are pleased that colleagues from 

throughout the United States, as well as abroad, now attend our Annual Conferences. 

The chapters in this Special Issue-Book, World War I and League of Nations Centennial, 1914-to-2019, 

published by the Florida Political Chronicle, vol.28, n.1 (Summer 2021) at 351 pages, are drawn from a panels 

offered at previous 2019 and 2020 FPSA Annual Conferences and at a related 2021 Interdisciplinary 

Conference at Saint Leo University in Florida, that examine the long-term legacy of World War I, also called the 

Great War (1914-1918). For those of us that teach International Relations, the Great War represents a critical 

inflection point in global politics. We teach about the origins of the Great War, outlining the complex set of 

circumstances that led to the outbreak of the first truly global conflict. When teaching about World War I, I 

ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊΩǎ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ in 

Secondary Schools. The Great War was not caused solely by an assassin's bullet; instead, understanding the 

origins of the conflict requires understanding how several decades-long trends converged to make World War 

I inevitable; this included the growth of nationalism, the industrialization of warfare and the collapse of the 

Concert of Europe that previously kept a precarious general peace among the Great Powers. Reciprocally, it is 

also imperative to teach students about the long-term effects of the Great War. The way the Great War was 

fought and the way it ended led to the tumultuous Inter-Wars Era (1919-39), then the outbreak of World War 

II (1939-45), followed by the Cold War (1946-90), and the eventual contemporary emergence of a Unipolar 

system helmed by the United States in the Post-Cold War (1990-current). 

The Great War is undoubtedly history, having been fought long before we or any of our students 

were born; we continue to study and teach this first global conflict, however, because it has had profound 

and lasting consequences for global politics. As we consider the lasting legacy of World War I, it is also 

essential to reflect upon how historical narratives about significant events are being written in real-time. 

This Fall, two events occurred that forced the United States to reassess our 20-year-ƻƭŘ ά²ŀǊ ƻƴ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊέΦ 

CƛǊǎǘΣ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнмΣ ǘƘŜ WƻŜ .ƛŘŜƴ ό5ύ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ǿŀǊ ōȅ 

withdrawing all U.S. troops from Afghanistan. The withdrawal decision and the rapid takeover of the 

country by Taliban Islamist insurgents caused both the public and political leaders to consider why the 

¦Φ{ΦΩ Ŏƻǎǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǎƻ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊƭȅΦ 

Some commentators and elected officials argued that this military and political endeavor was a 

mistake from the beginning; it was a doomed enterprise, as it was pure hubris to think that the United 

States could foster a democratic government in an ethnically-divided country that had already ended-up 

foiling all past attempts by Great Powers to pacify this chaotic territory. Conversely, other officials and 

pundits asserted that the failure was not foreordained; instead, it was rooted in a series of poor decisions 

by a succession of elected officials. By this logic, the Second Afghan War could have been won had a series 

of U.S. Presidents been willing to commit more resources over years or implement a better military 

counter-insurgency strategy. 
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Secondly, in September 2021, we observed the 20th Anniversary of the September 11 terrorist 

ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƻŦ нллм όƛƴ ōǊƛŜŦ άфκммέύ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ƭ-Qaeda Islamic terrorists. This year, such annual remembrances 

of the victims of this tragedy were accompanied by searching discussions about the appropriateness of 

the U.S. response to those terrorist attacks. In the wake of those attacks in 2001, the U.S. had launched 

two wars in the Middle East (the 2002-02 Second Afghan War against the Al-Qaeda Islamic terrorists and 

their protectors the Taliban, and 2003 Second Gulf War against Iraq), both turning into protracted 

counter-insurgency military campaigns lasting countless years (2004-11 in Iraq and 2003-21 in 

Afghanistan), vastly expanded its intelligence-ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ά²ŀǊ ƻƴ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊέ 

(including engaging in extensive domestic surveillance), and spent untold sums on the new Department 

ƻŦ IƻƳŜƭŀƴŘ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ άфκммέΣ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ 

officers now have serious questions about these policies' effectiveness, legality and long-term cost. 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ нлth ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{ΦΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ άфκммέ ŀƴŘ 

the reasons for the U.S. long-term failure to stabilize Afghanistan leading to its current abrupt collapse 

back under Taliban domination after the U.S. troops withdrawal in late-August 2021 are more than idle 

political chatter. They represent the process by which societies construct, debate and reconstruct 

narratives that give meaning to any significant event. How we interpret these two events today is 

markedly different from how we understood them five, ten and 20 years ago. As these two events recede 

further into the past, we will increasingly re-evaluate them as historical events, in the same manner that 

we understand the Great War as a historical event. As Political Scientists, in both our teaching and 

scholarship, it is essential to reconsider and reassess past events, to understand both why they occurred 

and the ways they continue to impact our lives. In addition, just as we invoke the lessons of the past by 

referring to conflicts like World War I and World War II, or the controversial Second Viet-Nam War (1964-75), 

we must also consider the appropriate lessons-learned we should draw from our more recent history. 

Finally, the COVID-19 pandemic has negatively impacted all aspects of our lives and academic 

conferences as well.  We reluctantly cancelled the 2020 FPSA Annual Conference over concerns about the 

virus's exponential spread, while the 2021 FPSA Annual Conference was held virtually on Saturday, 27 March 

2021 to offer faculty, graduate students and undergraduate students an opportunity to share their work on 

local, state, national and international politics.  We hope you will join us at our new dual in-person/hybrid 

2022 FPSA Annual Conference (date TBA) and continue the urgent task of investigating the critical political 

issues that shape our world today. In the meantime, I hope that you will get to know our organization 

through our publications, offered free to the public: both the Florida Political Chronicle, our scholarly peer-

reviewed regional Journal, and The Political Scientist, our professional newsletter.  Please contact me if 

you have any questions about the FPSA or are interested in becoming involved in our work. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

K ell y  M cH ugh,Ph.D. 
Associate-Professor Kelly A. McHugh, Ph.D. 

President Florida Political Science Association 
Florida Southern College, Lakeland  
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{ŀƛƴǘ [Ŝƻ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ  wŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ 
World War I and ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ wŜƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŀ 

by President Jeffrey Senese, Ph.D. (Saint Leo University) 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Florida Political Scientists and Community, 
 
Saint Leo University is the largest Catholic and Benedictine University in the World and by far the largest 
in the United States. Our enrollments include also over 5,000 military students (active duty and military 
veterans).  As President of Saint Leo UnivŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ άmilitary-friendlyέ Catholic University 
since 1889 and one of the founding academic members of the Florida Political Sciences Association 
(FPSA), I had the great honor to host and introduce on our campus our first Interdisciplinarȅ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ 
Week Conference on 16 November 2019: ά/ŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ŀƴŘ tŜŀŎŜΣ мфм4-нлмфέ, just prior to 
the infamous COVID-19 global pandemic of 2020-22, which has been as impactful as the pandemic of 
1918-20 that followed World War I.  This first occasional interdisciplinary conference was organized by 
Professor Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D., of Political Science and International Studies, from our Social Studies 
Department, with the collaboration of over 15 academics from our various fields and few additional 
contributors, to honor the memory of those veterans, leaders and civilians of all countries who gave so 
much in blood, injuries, treasure and were impacted by the First World War (1914-1918). 
 
Most of us living today do not have first-hand memories of World War I and if there are family alive that 
served in any World War, it is now only the few survivors left of ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ άDǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ 
DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ and collective memory today. More commonly there is a bit more 
current knowledge of the Korean War, Vietnam War and the Two Gulf Wars against Iraq. We need to keep 
historical record and memory of these dramatic events in the hopes of not repeating these world changing 
wars. Prior to welcoming the scholars attending our 2019 Centennial Conference, I looked up my own 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ during World War I and it turns out my grandfather was a cavalry soldier for Italy in that 
Great War when Italy abandoned her initial neutrality to then fight alongside the Allies in World War I.  I 
have an old picture of my grandfather on his horse in full Italian military regalia from that time. World War 
I is an important turning point in world history and it was significant that such a conference took place at 
Saint Leo University commemorating and facilitating scholarly discussions on it. 
 
Following the conference, Professor Marco Rimanelli as Editor of the Florida Political Chronicle, scholarly 
journal of the Florida Political Sciences Association, has brought together in this 351-pages illustrated 
Special Issue-Book, World War I and League of Nations Centennial, 1914-to-2019, published by the Florida 
Political Chronicle, vol.28, n.1 (Summer 2021) at 351 pages, the majority of those interesting presentations 
offered at the Saint Leo University LƴǘŜǊŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ ²ŜŜƪ /onference of November 2019, plus 
ŦŜǿ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ct{!Ωǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ нлмф ŀƴŘ нлнл. All these 
presentations were painstakingly illustrated and fully revised as book chapters to better understand the 
centennial of the Great War and its international repercussions up to today. And in the immortal words of 
George Santayana: ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ƛǘΦέ It is therefore 
significant that scholars came together at Saint Leo to remember the past and what happened in World 
War I so that we can all learn the lessons it has taught the world. 
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{ŀƛƴǘ [Ŝƻ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛǎ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ мууфΣ ŀƴŘ fourth-largest 
Catholic University in the nation. As a Liberal Arts academic institution anchored in its foundational Benedictine 
heritage and Core Values (Excellence, Respect, Integrity, Service, Personal Development, Community, 
Responsible Stewardship), our university welcomes people of all faiths and also those with no religious 
affiliation, serving just over 18,000 students including students on several U.S. Military Bases, from all 50 
U.S. states, territories and 90 countries throughout the world. 
 
!ǎ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ άƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ {ŀƛƴǘ [Ŝƻ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 
members, veterans and their dependents for almost 50 years since 1973, providing access to our 
B.A./M.A./MBA degrees and coursework offered on several military bases/Saint Leo Centers, or on Main 
Campus, or on-line.  Saint Leo University remains committed to continuing to educate our active duty 
service-ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΣ ǊŜǎŜǊǾƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ {ŀƛƴǘ [ŜƻΩǎ 
.ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘƛƴŜ /ƻǊŜ ±ŀƭǳŜǎ ƻŦ ά{ŜǊǾƛŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ά9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜέΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ our university shares with the 
University of South Florida-Tampa the education and training of ROTC cadets of the Suncoast Battalion.  We 
are grateful that this commitment has been recognized by both the Department of Defense/Pentagon and 
by GI Jobs magazineΩǎ consistent inclusion of Saint Leo University on its list of άaƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ-CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎέΦ hǳǊ 
university every year invites military and governmental representatives to our campus to honor with our 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ ²ŜŜƪΦ  Finally, to honor the 40th 
anniversarȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ aƛƭitary, Saint Leo has erected on its campus 
ŀ ǎŜǾŜƴ ōǊƻƴȊŜ ǎǘŀǘǳŜǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ άCƻǊ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ²Ƙƻ {ŜǊǾŜέ ŜȄŜƳǇƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƭƻƴƎ-standing historical 
commitment to our Military, ROTC, veterans and all their families. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 

J effrey  S cenese, 
 

President Jeffrey Senese, Ph.D. 

Saint Leo University  
 
  



Florida Political ChronicleïCentennial of World War I & League of Nations vol.28, n.1 (2021) 
 

- 13 - 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΥ New Essays in International and Domestic Politics 
 

by Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D. (Saint Leo University & Fulbright Chair College of Europe-Bruges) 
 
 
 
 

5ŜŀǊ Ct{! tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ άCŜƭƭƻǿ-¢ǊŀǾŜƭŜǊǎέΣ 
 

welcome to our first Book-Special Issue at 351 pages of the Florida Political Chronicle, regional peer-reviewed 
ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ όCt{!ύ published on-line and in colour, that 
showcases our first book: Marco Rimanelli, ed., World War I and League of Nations Centennial, 1914-2019, vol.28, 
n.1 (Summer 2021). All our Current Issues, Recent Issues (2009-2020) and Archived Issues (1989-2009) are free 
for access on the FPSA website (http://www.fpsanet.org/florida -political-chronicle.html) as a community 
resource for members, scholars, students and public interested in domestic and international affairs, as well 
as works of the FPSA, including this new section Books-Special Issues: World War I and League of Nations 
Centennial, 1914-2019, showcasing our first book and other occasional future lengthy volumes.  Since 2018, 
EBSCO Library collection of sources include also the Florida Political Chronicle and all its past issues as 
current references in library and university searches. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic the 2020 FPSA 
Annual Conference was cancelled and was replaced by the 27 March 2021 Virtual FPSA Annual 
Conference, but business will return to normal for our 2022 FPSA annual conference and our two FPSA 
Best Graduate and Best Undergraduate Paper Awards. 
 

This current Florida Political Chronicle Special Issue book welcomes our readers with an introductory 
άtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊΩǎ LƳǇŀŎǘǎέ όǇΦ9-10) by our exiting President of the 
Florida Political Sciences Association, Associate-Professor and Chair of the Political Sciences Department, 
Kelly A. McHugh, Ph.D., at Florida Southern College in Lakeland.  
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ά{ŀƛƴǘ [Ŝƻ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L 
ŀƴŘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ wŜƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ όǇΦмм-12) by President Jeffrey Senese, Ph.D. of 
Saint Leo University, a founding member of the Florida Political Sciences Association, who kindly hosted 
ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ нлмф ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ ²ŜŜƪ ά/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ŀƴŘ tŜŀŎŜΣ мфмп-нлмфέΦ  
Saint Leo ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛǎ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ of Benedictine traditions since 1889 and a selective 
Liberal Arts University with 13,000 students (2,000+ on-campus, 6,000+ in Distance Learning Centers at U.S. 
Military Bases and 5,000+ on-line), just nƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ¢ŀƳǇŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 
teaching, academic rigor and Christian-social responsibility towards both our Military students (in uniform, 
veterans and their dependents) and the Community at-large. Saint Leo University is seeking to become 
the largest Catholic-based university of Florida, and is recognized in U.S. News & World Report as 26th 
ŀƳƻƴƎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ άaƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
with its Veterans programs and degrees. 
 

This Special Issue book displays 18 lengthy essays (two of which from distinguished international 
colleagues) and 2 Book Reviews, as well as the ά9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΥ  Ct{! ŀƴŘ Saint Leo University 
Centennial Conferences on World War I and League of NationsτLessons-[ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊέ (p.13-22) 
with Photo-Gallery of the related 2019 Interdisciplinary Conference (p.19-22) by Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D., 
Full-Professor of Political Sciences and International Studies at Saint Leo University and 2013-2014 
Fulbright-Schuman Chair at E.U. College of Europe-Bruges, Flanders/Belgium.  
 

The first chapter, ά!ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¦Φ{Φ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΥ Ψ5ƻǳƎƘōƻȅǎΩ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜƴŎƘŜǎ ΨhǾŜǊ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩέ 
(p.23-44) by Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D., Professor of Political Sciences & International Studies at Saint Leo 
University-Tampa, analyzes the evolution of the rival interlocking alliances among the Great Powers 
(Entente/Allies vs. Central Powers) leading to World War I (1914-муύ ǾǎΦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ!ΦΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ initial 
ambiguous diplomatico-military neutrality (marred by its open trade and financial support only with the 
Allies). Yet, in the midst of this global conflict among the Great Powers, the U.S. remained virtually 
diǎŀǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ Ŧŀǘŀƭ ŜǊǊƻǊ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƻƪƛƴƎ 

http://www.fpsanet.org/florida-political-chronicle.html
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the U.S. with its controversial submarine warfare against the Allies. Only in 1917 did America reluctantly 
enter the Great War alongside the Allies to prevŜƴǘ ŀƴ ƛƳƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ōȅ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tƻǿŜǊǎΦ 
World War I forced America to abandon its past Nationalist-Isolationist policy (1780s-1898) and limited 
ά!Ř IƻŎέ LƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴƛǎƳ όмуфу-1916), but no clear diplomatico-military strategy existed as yet to guide 
U.S. policy goals in both the Great War and First-post-war. The U.S. saved the Allies from defeat through 
economico-ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ ǿŀǊ-effort ($16 billions in loans) with 2 millions 
combat troops in Europe in the !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ CƻǊŎŜ ό!9CύΣ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ άƎǊŜŜƴέ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ 
the AEF turned the tides of the Great War in the last six months of intense combat until victory in 1918, 
while the U.S. become co-leader and a world SuperPower by 1918-20. Still lacking any strategy, President 
Wilson advocated diplomatically in the Great War the total defeat of the enemy Central Powers as 
precursor to his more controversial global peacetime diplomatic interventionist Wilsonian Idealism policy 
from his revolutionary 14 Points Manifesto to the 1919 Versailles Peace Treaty and League of Nations 
(1919-40) as the first international organization for peace and Collective Security against any aggressors. 
 

The second chapterΣ έ¦Φ{Φ aŀǊƛƴŜǎ /ƻǊǇǎ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ƳeǊƛŎŀƴ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ CƻǊŎŜέ όǇΦп5-53) 
is  by Lieutenant-Colonel David G. Henderson, U.S. Marines Corps (Retired), who explains how the U.S. 
aŀǊƛƴŜǎ /ƻǊǇǎΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L όмфмп-18) was totally unplanned, yet gallant. Once the U.S. 
belatedly entered into World War I by 1917, the German offensives of 1917-18 contrasted with the U.S. 
!ǊƳȅΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ-mobilization and shortages of vital infantry personnel to join the fighting in France through the 
American Expeditionary Force (AEF), despite lacking any existing training pipeline to quickly surge additional 
infantry divisions, with no specific input on how the U.S. Marine Corps could share combat in Europe. Thus, 
General John J. Pershing as Commander of the AEF, initially opposed allowing the U.S. Marines to join Allied 
Forces in Europe until late-Spring 1917, when Allied battlefield reversals allowed the U.S. Marines Corps to 
expand three-fold in just 17-months, adapting naval combat to large infantry battles in trenches, fought with 
such ferocity to earn them the German nickname of Teufelhunden (Devil Dogs). 
 

The third essay is a superb homage to the ά.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜƴŎƘ tƻŜǘǊȅ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΥ WƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ 
ΨLƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ CƛŜƭŘǎΩέ όǇΦ54-60) by Chantelle MacPhee, Ph.D., Chair of English Department at Saint Leo 
University. This chapter analyzes Doctor WƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ ǇƻŜƳ άLƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ CƛŜƭŘǎΣέ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ 
for the Great War effort in Canada and the British Empire, and also as a powerful poetic memorial to a 
friend who died on the battlefield in World War I (1914-муύΦ CƻǊ aŎ/ǊŀŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά5ŜŀǘƘέ 
becomes the vessel through which he juxtaposes life and death, rationalizing the deaths of so many 
veterans in World War I and transfer the memory of what he bequests to us, lest we forget! 
 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ άAnglo-American Trench Poetry in World War I:  John Allŀƴ ²ȅŜǘƘ ϧ LǎŀŀŎ wƻǎŜƴōŜǊƎέ 
(p.61-71) is co-authored by Gianna Russo, M.F.A. & Agnieszka Leesch, M.A., both in English at Saint Leo 
University. This is a ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇƻŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴǘŜǊ WƻƘƴ !ƭƭŀƴ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! 
War in Fifty-Odd Sonnets, analyzing his seminal collection of poetry set on the French front during World 
War I, which was virtually unknown to scholars of the Great War ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ άǘǊŜƴŎƘ ǇƻŜǘǊȅέ 
since its original 1928 release just prior to the Great Depression and reissued only in 2008. This essay 
analyzes recurring wartime images and themes in six key sonnets written during 8-9 August 1918 and 
explores WyŜǘƘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƳŀƎƛǎǘƛŎ ƧǳȄǘŀǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΣ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊƛŎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΦ ²yeth is 
ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ¦Φ{Φ άǘǊŜƴŎƘ ǇƻŜǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ άǘǊŜƴŎƘ ǇƻŜǘǎέΥ 
Siegfried Sassoon, Wilfred Owen and Isaac Rosenberg. Among the latter ones, but not as obscure as 
Wyeth, the British Jewish anti-war painter and poet Isaac Rosenberg shares the same uniqueness in 
ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǊ ƛƴ ǇƻŜǘƛŎ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ άŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘέ of the time. Yet, as 
Fate allowed the affluent intellectual Wyeth to survive combat in both World Wars (served mostly in 
ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅύ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ LƴŦƭǳŜƴȊŀέΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀƴ άŜȄǇŀǘέ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀd the same Fate robbed all hope from the 
semi-ŘŜǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ wƻǎŜƴōŜǊƎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ άǘǊŜƴŎƘ ǇƻŜǘǎέΣ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ƻƴǎŜǘ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ мфму ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ƻƴǎƭŀǳƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎǳǎǇ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ 
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The fifth chapter, ά²ŀǊ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛƭǾŜǊ {ŎǊŜŜƴΥ ǘƘŜ CƛƭƳ ά.ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƳƳŜΣ мфмсΩέ όǇΦ72-83) by 
Karen Hannel, Ph.D., Chair of Interdisciplinary Studies at Saint Leo University is a homage to the global 
development and mass use of wartime propaganda, government censorship and media self-censorship, 
to jointly persuade audiences on the Home Front to accept social constructs of individual and collective 
ǾŀƭƻǊ ƛƴ ŀ άǿŀǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎ ǿŀǊ-effort. Thus, the pioneering 
1916 British war-film, The Battle of the Somme, was the first to bring to teeming British and Allied 
audiences, a realistƛŎΣ ŀƭōŜƛǘ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ άǎŀƴƛǘƛȊŜŘέ όŎŜƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƎƘŀǎǘƭȅ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƴŘǎύ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭǎ ƛƴ 
άǊŜŀƭ-ǊƛƳŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ-months-long Battle of the Somme as a shocking realistic portrayal of one of the 
bloodiest of the Great War. This historical war-film was an instant propaganda morale-booster for 
unsophisticated civilian audiences exposed for the first time to print and film propaganda, specifically 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀǇ ƛƴǘƻ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƘŜƭŘ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ άǿŀǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέΦ {ǳŎƘ 
propaganda carried civilians and soldiers past logic to believe that total war was gentle and noble with 
deaths quick, painless and always honorable. The horrible truth, after a century, still remains hidden 
today, except in occasional private conversations with enlisted relatives and friends on furlough back 
home as gruesome testimonials of combat.  
 

The sixth chapter, άLǘŀƭȅΩǎ 9ǳǊƻ-Mediterranean Strategic Alliances from World War I to World War II as 
Witnessed by Royal Carabinieri Captain Ettore Chiurazzi at the Italo-Austrian Front HQs to the Allies 
Commission on ConstantƛƴƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ {ǘǊŀƛǘǎέ όǇΦ84-209) is by Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D., Professor of 
Political Sciences & International Studies at Saint Leo University-Tampa. This extra-long chapter reveals 
for the first time to the American public why Italy was tarred in World War I (1914-18) for infamously 
switching-sides from her long membership in the Triple Alliance (1881-1914 with Germany and Austria-
Hungary) to neutrality in 1914-15 and then joining in 1915-23 the French-led Entente/Allies in exchange 
for vital diplomatico-territorial concessions (new borders by annexing the IrredentaτItalian-speaking 
Austrian Alpine and Adriatic provincesτand new colonies in Africa and in a future partition of the 
Ottoman-Turkish Empire who replaced Italy as a German ally). However, LǘŀƭȅΩǎ shifting strategic policies 
and even her controversial cyclical alliance-reversals (1914-15, 1915-20, 1936-39, 1939-40, 1940-43, 1943-45) 
reflected the couƴǘǊȅΩǎ weak national image as the "Least of the Powers" in Europe since her 1860-70 
National Unification. Thus, Italy pursued 4 phases of limited imperialist penetration in the Adriatic/Balkans 
and East Mediterranean, seeking to build upon patient diplomatic intrigue limited regional influence and 
ōǊƛŜŦ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΣ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ CŀǎŎƛǎƳΩǎ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ !Ȅƛǎ 
alliance, and World War II. In World War I, despite immense sacrifices in blood and finances to fight on 
the ragged 700-Kilometers-long (400-miles) Italo-Austrian Alpine high-mountains border, well-fortified by 
Austria-Hungary as one of the bloodiest, difficult and longest trench war-theatres. In the rear-lines, 
military security was provided by LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Royal Carabiniers (Carabinieri), a French-style Gendarmérie force 
that had served since the 1800s in the triple-role of Royal Guards/Cuirassiers (Corazzieri), Military 
Police/Intelligence in wartime and regular peacetime Police. Both front-line combat and the CarabinieriΩǎ 
special role is detailed through the career of World War I witness, Royal CarabinieriΩǎ Captain Ettore 
Chiurazzi in-charge of the Carabinieri Honour Guard securing LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Alpine Front Headquarters in 1915-17. 
Italy lost all credibility as a Great Power when the sudden 1917 rout of Caporetto destroyed 50% of the 
Italian Army and nearly doomed the country to defeat until a new rear-front was hastily built along the 
Piave River down to by the Army, while the Carabinieri were ordered to keep shooting the fleeing 
disintegrated mob of soldiers to stop and resume fighting. Finally, by Fall 1918 Italy's fully reorganized 
forces defeated Austro-German offensives and launched her own victorious Vittorio-Veneto offensive 
regaining all lost lands and conquering also Irredenta lands by ǿŀǊΩǎ end as witnessed by multi-decorated 
Captain Ettore Chiurazzi. After the Great War, the Allies split at the 1919-20 Versailles, Trianon and 
Lausanne Peace Treaties (U.S.A., France and Great Britain marginalized Italy and Japan after the collapse 
of Russia) with Italy losing the diplomatic battle to annex all Irredenta lands across the Adriatic heavily-
mixed areas, while being also constrained in the East Mediterranean over shrinking promised spoils of the 
Turkish-Ottoman Empire (monopolized by Great Britain, France and Greece, all opposing Italy). Also the 
U.S. aggravated the situation as a spoiler against all new European colonial claims. In this context, Royal 
Carabinieri multi-decorated Captain Ettore Chiurazzi in-charge of the Carabinieri Honour Guard securing 
LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Alpine Front Headquarters in 1915-17, was rewarded with a challenging post abroad in the Italian 
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Military delegation to the InterAllied Military Commission on Constantinople and Turkish Straits. There he 
married into local European nobility, while witnessing the tumultuous 1918-23 collapse of the defeated 
Ottoman-Turkish Empire, the parallel withdrawal of the White Russian forces from Soviet Russia, the 
defeat of DǊŜŎŜΩǎ forces by Turkish Nationalists Kemal Atatürk Pasha, and the withdrawal of Italy's forces 
from both Turkey and the InterAllied Military Commission on Constantinople. Later, Chiurazzi received 
peacetime career commands at regional Carabinieri's Precincts (Pola, Reggio-Emilia, Grosseto)  and finally 
Precinct n.1 in Central Rome located between LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Parliament (Montecitorio Palace) and the {ŀǾƻȅΩǎ 
Royal Court (Quirinale Palace). Yet in his later career, a degree of hostility from the Fascist Party effectively 
froze his career until reactivated in World War II, but after 1945 he was forced into early-retirement as 
Brigadier-General (yet one of few veterans who started as Private and ended as a General). 
 

The seventh chapter, άThe Great War in East Asia: ChinŀΣ WŀǇŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎέ όǇΦнм0-216) by Dan DuBois, 
Ph.D., Associate-Professor of History & International Studies at Saint Leo University, analyzes World War 
LΩǎ transformative effect on East Asia. Although most histories of the Great War leave out the ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΩǎ 
influence on the region, for countries like China, Viet-Nam, Korea and Japan the Great War redrew colonial 
holdings, reshaped international alliances, and set the seeds for the Second World War just 20 years later.  
While most Europeans were preoccupied with their own infighting to say much about the major 
developments in East Asia during 1914-1919, the U.S. was a vocal proponent of national sovereignty and 
self-determination: these became watchwords for the nationalist movements in China, Vietnam and 
Korea. The failure of the 1919 Treaty of Versailles to address the growing imperial systems in Asia, despite 
U.S. assurances that it would, turned friends into enemies and convinced many in East Asia that America, 
like other Western imperialists, was not a country to be trusted. 
 

The eighth chapter, άThe Ends of War: Pope Benedict XV, World War I and Jus Post-.ŜƭƭǳƳέ (217-227) by 
Stephen Okey, Ph.D., Assistant-Professor of Religion, Saint Leo University, analyzes the election of the relatively 
unknown Pope Benedict XV on 3 September 1914 during World War I (1914-1918) as leader of a Catholic 
Church whose followers were on both sides of the ŎƻƴŦƭŀƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘ ·±Ωǎ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴ 
ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǊΩǎ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 9ƴŎȅŎƭƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ мфмт tŜŀŎŜ bƻǘŜ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ŀ 
ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ άJust Warέ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ jus ad bellum and jus in 
bello criteria to the new Catholic focus on the presumption against wars of aggression, and responsibilities of 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŀǊǎΩ ŜƴŘ όjus post bellumύΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘŜōŀǘŜŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘ ·±Ωǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ 
reveal three key principles for his understanding of war: neutrality, charity, and Papal and Catholic authority. 
¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ άƧǳǎǘ ǿŀǊέ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ мфмт άtŜŀŎŜ 
bƻǘŜέ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ jus post bellum as central for how war must end justly. 
 

The ninth chapter, άMedical Advances and Wartime Surgery in ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ Lέ όǇΦн28-232) by Galo Alava, 
M.D. & MBA, Assistant-Professor of Health Care Administration at Saint Leo University, analyzes how 
World War I (1914-18) left 37 millions casualties behind: 10 millions military deaths, 7 millions civilian 
deaths and 20 millions wounded and disabled. As the first total war of the 20th Century its mass slaughter 
spurred rapid advances in medical sciences and creative treatments of wounded (battle-field care, triage, 
military hospitals) during wartime by doctors and nurses, and after-care by social workers for the slow 
reintegration in society of many wounded. While the majority of casualties died instantly or shortly in 
combat, the application of modern medicine, surgery kits and large military hospitals with ambulances 
and hospital trains allowed many wounded to survive both wounds and diseases, which in the past had 
killed almost as many as combat dead. Wounds would be flesh and bone through bullets and artillery 
shrapnel, requiring treatments or amputations of the wounded, or through illnesses and gangrene due to 
untreated wounds or persistent bad weather or seasonal illnesses (tropical) or bad water (cholera), or 
through gasses (choking and blistering chemical agents) affecting eyes, lungs and skin of wounded 
ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΣ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǎƛŘƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǎƘŜƭƭ-ǎƘƻŎƪέ όǘƻŘŀȅ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ tƻǎǘ-
Traumatic Stress Disorder) and disfiguring wounds, which required equal advances in prosthesis and 
painted facial masks to reproduce the likeness of the owner. Equally, important were the advances in 
antiseptics, vaccinations against diseases and use of X-Ray machines to study smaller fractures. 
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The tenth chapter, άWartime Traumas and Social Work: Helping Vulnerable Civilians, Women and Victims 
since both ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊǎέ όǇΦн33-236) by Rhondda Waddell, Ph.D., Associate-Dean of College of Education 
& Social Works at Saint Leo University. This chapter analyzes how since World War I (1914-18) Social Work 
practice grew out of the historical ravages of wartime events to develop a psycho-social presence during 
war-time and afterwards. The literature conceptualizes the role of the military veteran as an individual, 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ ŀŦǘŜǊƳŀǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 
at the physical and psychological levels. This traditional Social Work lens reminds humanity how vital it is 
to avoid war and its destruction, learning from the past how devastating war is for combatants, civilians 
and societies as a whole, instead of being used as an easy acceptable choice for global crisis-solving. 
 

The eleventh chapter, άWorld War I !Ǌŀō wŜǾƻƭǘ ǾǎΦ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ Colonial Mandates and Palestine, 
1914-1923έ όно7-270) is co-authored by Jack McTague, Ph.D., Professor of History & Marco Rimanelli, 
Ph.D., Professor of Political Sciences & International Studies at Saint Leo University. This chapter analyzes 
the creation of the ά!-B-/έ Mandates System after World War I (1914-18) as an attempt to forge a 
compromise between the idealism of U.S. President Woodrow Wilson and the traditional desire to expand 
their empires on the part of Great Britain and France. The result was the creation of new states that today 
are at the heart of multiple crises in the Middle East. The ά!έ Mandate for Palestine included the 1917 
Balfour Declaration, which set the stage for the modern άƴŜǾŜǊ-ŜƴŘƛƴƎέ Israeli-Palestinian crises. 
 

The twelfth chapter, άLeague of Nations: Imperfect System for International Peace and War-¢Ǌƛōǳƴŀƭǎέ 
(p.271-275) is co-authored by Joseph Cillo, J.D., Assistant-Professor & Phillip R. Neely Jr., Ph.D., Chair of 
Criminal Justice at Saint Leo University. This chapter analyzes how a direct cause of World War II (1939-45) 
can be attributed in a most singular sense to the 1919 Treaty of Versailles and Leipzig War-Crimes Trials, 
which had been developed after the defeat of Germany in World War I (1914-18). Most people would like 
to think that the League of Nations had developed a new, fair and unbiased international legal system to 
address war-crimes through a special tribunal model endorsed by its 52 member-states in 1921. 
Unfortunately, looking back at World War I tribunals, central remain the enforcement failures that 
affected the defeated countries for generations, and how Germany was adversely affected and unfairly 
treated by the League of Nations after the Great War. 
 

The thirteenth chapter, άLǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ LΦwΦ!Φ LƴǎǳǊƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά¢ǊƻǳōƭŜǎέΥ ŀ 
Historiographic Study, 1914-2021έ όǇΦн76-299) is co-authored by Pádraig Lawlor, Ph.D., Assistant-Professor 
of History & Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D., Professor of Political Sciences & International Studies at Saint Leo 
University. This chapter analyzes the evolution of Ireland as part of the United Kingdom in Summer 1914, 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǿŀǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ IƻƳŜ wǳƭŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇƛǘǘŜŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
factions in favour of Home Rule and against it into rival armed militias: the anti-Home Rule Ulster Volunteer 
Force (pro-British Protestants) and the pro-Home Rule Irish Volunteers (anti-British Catholics). After the Irish 
ά9ŀǎǘŜǊέ LƴǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ όмфмсύ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǊ ƻŦ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ όмфмф-1921), Ireland was split between a Protestant-
majority Northern Ireland within the United Kingdom vs. a totally autonomous Southern Ireland, first as a 
Dominion in the British Commonwealth (Government of Ireland Act 1920) and then as the independent Irish 
Free State republic after 1921. This historical trajectory trends in Ireland is contextualized from its roots in 
English colonialism in Sixteenth Century Ireland to Northern Ireland's ά¢ǊƻǳōƭŜǎέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ-Twentieth 
Century. This is followed by an examination of the historiographical landscape and political contexts 
ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά¢ǊƻǳōƭŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ. Both parts of this essay seek to 
ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ Ƙƻǿ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
unrests ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǳƴǊŜǎǘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 
 

The fourteenth chapter, άAuthoritarian German Family after World War I: Possible Antecedents to Socio-
tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ !ŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳέ όǇΦ300-302) by Antonio Laverghetta, Ph.D., Associate-
Professor of Psychology at Saint Leo University, analyzes the causes of the rise of Nazism in post-World War 
I Germany as subject of extensive research in many fields, mostly economic and political instability, as well 
as politico-military humiliation. Psychologists since Theodor W. Adorno have focused on personality study 
to explore which typology most tends to advocate a political party with reactionary Fascist views. Personality 
ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ !ŘƻǊƴƻΩǎ C-Test to highlight authoritarian personalities shaped, in part, by 
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early-childhood experiences as far back as pre-school. Others see the Nazi political program as consistent 
ǿƛǘƘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳƻŘŜƭΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘƛƴƎ 
using hard punishment as a means of behavioral modification, rather than incentives or reinforcements, and 
thus impacting also the socio-psychological development of adult political beliefs and attitudes.  
 

The fifteenth chapter, άFrom the Origins of World War I to Global Conflict Today:  World War I, World War II 
to World WaǊ LLLΚΚΚέ όǇΦол3-324) is by Hall Gardner, Ph.D., ex-Chair of History & Politics at the American 
University of Paris in France. This chapter provides a comparative historical analysis of geo-strategic and 
diplomatic causes behind international rivalries and alliance-formation during the Cold War (1946-90) and 
Post-Cold War (1990-now), by examining the rising contrasts between the similar key Powers through 
significant analogies (regional rivalries, hegemony, encirclement, alliance-formations and recurrent 
threats to use force resulting in devastating international wars) to similar global clashes during the pre-
World War I (1892-1914) and pre-World War II periods (1919-39). Even though there are significant geo-
strategic, political-economic, military-technological and socio-cultural-ideological differences, not to 
overlook major differences in the quality of leadership and diplomacy among Great Powers in each of 
these historical eras, there are nevertheless enough similarities between the contemporary post-Cold War 
era and the three previous periods to generate yet another major intra-Powers conflict. Comparative 
historical analysis needs to thoroughly compare and contrast the differing socio-political structures and 
ideological factors in addition to analyzing international geo-strategic relationships and alliances to 
prevent a repeat of wars among major Powers. 
 

This special issue has two Book Reviews both as up-dated versions of previousy published works in earlier 
issues of the Florid Politica lChronicle, that remain equally relevant to the topics of this book. The first one: 
The Origins of World War I and Poverty of Neo-Realism (p.325-334) is also from Hall Gardner, Ph.D., 
exiting-Chair of History & Politics at the American University of Paris in France, as an updated version of 
his original essay originally published on Florida Political Chronicle, vol.23, n.1 (2013-2014). This Book 
Review analyzes five solid recent books, published in 2014-15 on the Centenary of the outbreak of World 
War I in August 1914. Each of these books provides a different outlook on the reasons for the outbreak of 
the Great War. None really reaches the wide-ranging systemic perspective of Luigi !ƭōŜǊǘƛƴƛΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ о-
volumes, The Origins of the War of 1914; yet each book nevertheless contributes some new dimensions 
to the origins of World War I (or the war itself). Each of these books also provides an alternative viewpoint 
to that of the contemporary classics of Paul Kennedy, The Rise of the Anglo-German Antagonism,1 which 
emphasized the long-term political-ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ ¢ǳŎƘƳŀƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
Guns of August, which high-lighted naval and arms races.2 These works also oppose the Fritz Fischer thesis3 
which had previously been revised and updated in The Origins of Major War by Dale C. Copeland,4 a former 
student of a well-known neo-Realists, Stephen Walt.5 
 

Book Review 2 on: ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ LƴŦƭǳŜƴȊŀέ ōȅ WƻƘƴ aΦ .ŀǊǊȅ (p.335-338) is by Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D., 
Professor of Political Sciences & International Studies at Saint Leo University, as an updated version of his 
original essay originally published on Florida Political Chronicle, vol.20, n.1-2 (2009-2012)Φ WƻƘƴ aΦ .ŀǊǊȅΩǎ 
book explains the international and domestic repercussions of any new and explosively fast-moving 
Pandemic on world governance, trade and security. Since the 1300s Black Plague/Death that killed 25% of 
9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ-Ages, modern governments have been reluctant and 
unable to address the medical impact and political costs of trying to contain severe pandemics among the 
population at-ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƎǳŜΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ŎȅŎƭƛŎŀƭ ƻǳǘōǳǊǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мсллǎ ǿŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ƴŜǿ ŎȅŎƭƛŎŀƭ 
outbreaks of influenza as another deadly disease continuing to today, with fast-mutating ability to strike 
through contact-infection 15%-to-40% of the population with a small death-rate of 0.1% (mostly young, 
elderly or weaker victims).  But today the fear is that unexpected viral combinations jumping species, as 
Avian-to-Swine-to-Human pandemics (the 1918 Great Influenza and /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ {!w{ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ-2000s were 

                                                           
1 Paul Kennedy, The Rise of the Anglo-German Antagonism (London, Boston: George Allen and Unwin, 1979). 
2 Barbara Tuchman, The Guns of August (New York: MacMillan, 1962). 
3 Fritz Fischer, DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ !ƛƳǎ in First World War (New York: Norton, 1961); Fritz Fischer War of Illusions (New York: Norton, 1975). 
4 Dale Copeland, The Origins of Major War (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2000). 
5 {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ²ŀƭǘΣ άL /ƘŀƴƎŜŘ aȅ aƛƴŘΧέ ƛƴ Foreign Policy (15 March 2015): https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/03/13/i-changed-my-mind/ 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/03/13/i-changed-my-mind/
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Avian-Human air-borne flues) could spread globally with ultra-rapid modern communications and 
vanquish treatment and containments of such pandemics with millions dead like the Great Influenza, 
because pharmaceutical industries still cannot quickly research and mass-produce new vaccines, even 
despite the 2020-21 ultra-fast unprecedented mass-production of several COVID-19 vaccines under U.S. 
President Donald TrumǇΩǎ ά²ŀǊǇ-{ǇŜŜŘ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊ 
President Joe Biden (D) 60/70+% of the American and European populations, but still remains hopessly 
behind in reaching also the overwhelming populations of the Third World (also Russia remains behind in 
administering her own national vaccine, while China reached 80% of vccinations with its national vaccine).  
 

A new infrequent section here added is άhōƛǘǳŀǊƛŜǎ ǾǎΦ wŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΥ Drs. Douglas Astolfi & Jack McTague 
vs. Hudson Reynolds, {[¦έ όǇΦо39-350), that gives a profile of three important colleagues who have 
strongly influenced Saint Leo University:  1) the late-Professor-Emeritus Doug Astolfi, Ph.D. in U.S. History 
(1943-2018), held a significant role as Vice-President in 1997-2005 helping then-President Art Kirk Jr. 
ǎƘŀǇŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜǎǳǊƎŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ after returning from a 2005-08 stint as President of St. 
aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ ƘŜ served at Saint Leo as a scholar and Full-Professor of History 
in 2008-18 until his retirement and subsequent sudden death for cancer;  2) the late-Professor-Emeritus 
Jack McTague, Ph.D. in History (1944-2022), who served on the Editorial Board of the Florida Political 
Chronicle and was a major scholar on the Middle East, Latin America and Asia for 45 years at Saint Leo 
from 1976 to 2020;  3) retired Senior Associate-Professor Hudson Reynolds, Ph.D. in Political Sciences was 
a major scholar on Constitutional Politics and Political Philosophy for nearly 45 years at Saint Leo from 
1979 to 2021, as well as last Western Straussian Disciple of famous philosopher Leo Strauss and an 
undergraduate student of Hannah Arendt. 
 

Finally, the Back-Cover (p.351) of this Florida Political Chronicle issue traditionally highlights the institutional 
profile of current FPSA University Members, including Saint Leo University, Florida & Global. As FPSA 
sponsor, Deputy-Director Houman Sadri, Ph.D. of the Information & Policy Analysis Center (IPAC) of the 
University of Central Florida in Orlando (he was also ex-FPSA President in 2012-2013) has generously funded 
the FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper Award to meritorious candidates in 2015, 2017, 2018 and 2019.  Dr. 
Sadri has reconfirmed that IPAC will continue to sponsor future FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper Awards. 
 

Our Mission:  since 1989, the Florida Political Chronicle is the peer-reviewed, regional, scholarly journal 
of the Florida Political Sciences Association, serving the academic disciplines and professors of Political 
Sciences and International Relations in a balanced, non-political, analytical, intellectual and non-
ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƻǊȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
requirements for public policy in universities. The Florida Political Chronicle is registered on EBSCO and 
encourages submissions of scholarly academic essays and Book-Reviews from all Political Sciences-related 
Disciplines:  American Government & Politics; Political Theory & Philosophy; Comparative Politics; 
International Affairs & Security; Diplomatic History;  International Political Economy;  Public 
Administration;  and International Law & Organizations (submissions requirements on p.6 above).  Our 
FPSA regional scholarly journal supports submissions from current and past FPSA members, as well as 
domestic and foreign scholars who have either presented their work at any FPSA Annual Conference or 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
 

Thank you for your enduring trust in the Florida Political Chronicle (Submission guidelines on p.8) and 
attached is a Photo-Gallery of the Saint Leo 2019 Conference on thŜ ά/ŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ŀƴŘ tŜŀŎŜΣ 
1914-нлмфέ (p.19-22)! 
Most sincerely, 
 

M arco R imane ll i,Ph.D. 
Editor of Florida  Political  Chronicle, FP{!Ωǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΣ http://www.fpsanet.org/florida -political-chronicle.html  

Full-Professor of Politics & International Security, Saint Leo University-Florida, U.S.A. https://www.saintleo.edu/faculty -bios/marco-rimanelli-ph-d 

& 2013-2014 Fulbright-Schuman Chair at E.U. graduate College of Europe-Bruges, Flanders/ Belgium. 
  

http://www.fpsanet.org/florida-political-chronicle.html
https://www.saintleo.edu/faculty-bios/marco-rimanelli-ph-d
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Alliances and U.S. MilitaǊȅ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΥ ά5ƻǳƎƘōƻȅǎέ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜƴŎƘŜǎ άhǾŜǊ ¢ƘŜǊŜέ 

by Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D. (Saint Leo University & Fulbright Chair E.U. College of Europe-Bruges) 
 
 
 

 
                   U.S. General John Pershing  (left);                                        America & World War I Allied Nations (center from                                                 U.S. President Woodrow Wilson 
                   Supreme General of U.S. Armies                                       Journal Domenica del Corriere, Milan, Italy, April 1917)                                                     (right from U.S. Post Office Archives) 

 
 
 

ABSTRACT:  A century after the rival interlocking alliances of World War I (1914-18) destroyed the Great 
Powers of Europe (and again in World War II), America reluctantly entered the Great War in 1917 alongside 
the Allies after an initial ambiguous diplomatico-military neutrality (with open trade and finanical support only 
with the Allies) to prevent an imminent victory by the Central Powers. World War I forced America to abandon 
its past Nationalist-Isolationist policy (1780s-1898ύ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ά!Ř IƻŎέ LƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴƛǎƳ όмуфу-1916), but no 
clear diplomatico-ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ȅŜǘΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƛƴƴŜǊ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ a multi-ethnic 
population split and its two national parties equally split in support of both the rival alliances of World War I 
(Entente/Allies vs. Central Powers). Yet, in the midst of this global conflict among the Great Powers, the U.S. 
remained virtually disarmed and this apparent military weaƪƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ Ŧŀǘŀƭ ŜǊǊƻǊ 
in provvoking the U.S. (Zimmerman Telegram and controversial submarine warfare against the Allies). The U.S. 
saved the Allies from defeat through economico-financial and military contributions to the AllieǎΩ ǿŀǊ-effort 
($16 billions in loans) with 2 million combat troops in Europe in the American Expeditionary Force (AEF). In just 
a year and a half of mobilization the green AEF proved its impact in six months of intense combat until victory 
in 1918, while the U.S. become a co-leader and a world SuperPower by 1918-1920. The A.E.F. achieved full 
combat equality in modern tactics, logistics and modern weapons with veteran European Powers, while 
flooding the Western Front with weapons, materiel and massive, fresh U.S. forces turning the tides of the 
Great War. Still lacking any strategy, President Wilson advocated diplomatically in the Great War the total 
defeat of the enemy Central Powers as necessary precursor to his more controversial global diplomatic 
interventionist policy (Wilsonian Idealism) with his revolutionary 14 Points Manifesto to abolish wars and 
military alliances by creating at the Versailles Peace Treaty a League of Nations (1919-40) as first international 
organization for peace and Collective Security against aggressors.1 
 
 

                                                           
1 tŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƻ wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛΣ ά!9CΥ !ƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎ tǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ DƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀƴ 9ƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ Dƭƻōŀƭ {ǳǇŜǊtƻǿŜǊέ ƛƴ 
Over There in Italy: Italia ed Intervento Americano nella Grande Guerra, 1917-1918 (Rome: Societá Italiana di Storia Militare, 
vol.2018, December 2017-January 2018): p.59-79.  
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9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪƛŀƴ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ tƻǿŜǊ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ мут0s-1914 
hǾŜǊ ŦƻǳǊ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мрллǎΩ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊǎΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǿŀǊǎ ƘŀŘ 

been roughly streamlined into a semi-automatic dynamic and multipolar Balance of Power system, which sought 
to prevent that any struggle for mastery ovŜǊ ǘƘŜ άhƭŘ ²ƻǊƭŘέ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ tƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ōȅ 
ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘŜƎŜƳƻƴƛŎ ǳƴƛŦƛŜŘ ŜƳǇƛǊŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ wƻƳŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ƻŦ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴƛŎ 
Empire (1800-15) unification of Europe, a full century of peace ensued broken only by limited international wars. 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ Balance of Power system underwent a major long-term reallignment after the sudden 
unifications of both Italy (1859-70) and Germany (1854-70), ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ƻŦ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ Second Empire own 
hegemonic dreams (1870).1 

Especially, Otto von Bismarck as Chancellor of Prussia (1860s-70) became the dominant arbiter or 
Europe as a master-Realist and most crafty statesman of the 1800s who in just a decade used Realpolitik 
ǘƻ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ό!ǳǎǘǊƛŀ-Hungary, small Northern German 
Principalities, France, Great Britain and Russia), while unifying under Prussia most of Germany in a new II 
Reich (German Empire). Then as Chancellor of Germany (1871-фоύΣ ƘŜ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ άtǊǳǎǎƛŀƴƛȊŜŘέ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
nation-ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀŎȅΣ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΣ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƻǎΦ ¸ŜǘΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мутлǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ-
ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƘŜƎŜƳƻƴȅ ƻǾŜǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŘƛŘ ǳǇǎŜǘ ƛǘǎ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ tƻǿŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ άLǊƻƴ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊέ ǎǘǊƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ decades 
to shroud German pre-eminence through ever-expanding diplomatic alliances to bind all Great Powers to 
Berlin in a peaceful Bismarckian Balance of Power, which would keep France isolated and unable to craft 
any counter-alliance, while re-calibrating cyclical Austro-Russian and Anglo-Russian crises to avoid 
another total war until 1914.2 
1. The First Bismarckian Alliance-System (1870s) was based on the largest conservative land-Powers to kept 

France isolated and prevent any potential Franco-Russian alliance: 

¶ The 1873-78 First Dreikaiserbund/Three 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊǎΩ [ŜŀƎǳŜ όDŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀ-Hungary and Russia) 
was a defensive land alliance against France in Europe. 

¶ Germany relied on friendly unwritten military cooperation with Great Britain and Italy against France, 
due to their own parallel colonial rivalries against France in the Mediterranean and Africa, but neither 
Power agreed to join officially the DreikaiserbundΥ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŎƭƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ά{ǇƭŜƴŘƛŘ Lǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴέ 
ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ bŀǾȅΩǎ ǎŜŀ-ǇƻǿŜǊ ƘŜƎŜƳƻƴȅΤ  ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ wƻƳŜΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǊƛǾŀƭǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ .ŜǊƭƛƴΩǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ wƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Vienna 
ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǊƛǾŀƭ ŀƴƛƳƻǎƛǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ-speaking Irredenta provinces (Trentino, Istria and 
more questionably Dalmatia). 

¶ Excluded from the 1870s First Bismarckian alliance-ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǿŜŀƪ άbŜǳǘǊŀƭέ 
Powers (Spain, Portugal, Netherlands, Sweden and the U.S.A.). 

¶ The First Dreikaiserbund was also an important diplomatic tool for von Bismarck to manage the growing 
regional rivalry between a status-quo Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ pan-Slavic nationalism to seize the 
Turkish-ruled Balkans following the decline of the Ottoman-Turkish Empire. However, the German-
mediated secret 1876 Austro-German Budapest Treaty to evenly split the Balkans, did quickly collapse 
over the 1877 Balkan War between Russia and Turkey, followed by the German-mediated 1878 
Congress of Berlin where von Bismarck isolated Russia and denied her Balkan conquests of Romania 
and Bulgaria. But in-turn, the Dreikaiserbund ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ǊŜǎŜƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƘŜǊ ŜȄ-allies.3 

                                                           
1 Geoffrey Bruun, Europe & French Imperium, 1799-1814 (New York: Harper & Row, 1938, reprinted 1963); Peter P. Hill, bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴΩǎ 
Troublesome Americans (Washington, D.C.: Potomac Books, 2006); Henry Kissinger, Diplomacy (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994). 
2 H. Kissinger, Diplomacy, idem; A.J.P. Taylor, Bismarck: the Man and Statesman (New York: Vintage, 1967, reprinted 1975). 
3  A.J.P. Taylor, The Struggle for Mastery in Europe, 1848-1918 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1960, reprinted 2001); A.J.P. Taylor, 
Bismarck: Man & Statesman, idem; H. Kissinger, Diplomacy, p.137-200; Marco Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & 
Mediterranean: Diplomacy & Naval Strategy from Unification to NATO, 1800s-2000 (New York: P. Lang, 1997); Hall Gardner, 
The Failure to Prevent World War I: the Unexpected Armageddon (London: Ashgate, 2015). 
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Maps 1 & 2: EUROPEAN ALLIANCES & BISMARCKIAN BALANCE OF POWER, 1871-1914 & 1914-181 

 
 

2. The Second Bismarckian Alliance-System (1879-1887) was incrementally rebuilt and expanded to isolate 
France from Austria-Hungary and Russia and prevent any French counter-alliance: 

¶ The secret 1879-1918 Dual Alliance (Germany and Austria-Hungary) against Russia fully bound 
±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ .ŜǊƭƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ !ǳǎǘǊƻ-German war 
against Russia, while von Bismarck instead used the pact exclusively to preserve peace and 
preclude any uncontrolled Austrian attack on Russia. 

¶ The 1882-1914 Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy) was a defensive treaty replacing 
the Dreikaiserbund against France by enlisting Italy after FǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ муум ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ 
provoked a war between these rival colonial Powers. Rome was unable to rely on British support 
against either the threat of France moving from Algeria into Tunisia and possibly Morocco and Libya, 
or in case of war by threatening Italy with a dual Alpine land offensive and an unopposed naval invasion 
of the undefended Ligurian-¢ǳǎŎŀƴ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ tƻΩ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ !ǊƳȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ wƻƳŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ .ŜǊƭƛƴΩǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ that Rome and Vienna settle their animosity over 
!ǳǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ-speaking Irredenta. 

¶ Completely isolated, Russia finally agreed to form in 1883-1887 a Second Dreikaiserbund 
(Germany, Austria-Hungary and Russia) as a defensive pact against France. 

¶ Germany continued to rely on friendly unwritten military cooperation with Great Britain against 
France, due to her own parallel colonial rivalry against France in the Mediterranean and Africa, 
and against Russia in Asia.  

¶ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ to join Germany in the Triple Alliance (against both France and 
Russia), von Bismarck was able to achieve the same aim implicitly by ensnarling both London and 
Madrid into his parallel 1885-88 Mediterranean Accords (Italy, Austria-Hungary, Great Britain and 
Spain) to hold the regional naval status quo against French or Russian threats. 

¶ Excluded from the 1880s Second Bismarckian alliance-ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ άbŜǳǘǊŀƭέ tƻǿŜǊǎ 
(Portugal, Netherlands, Sweden, Japan and the U.S.A.).2 

                                                           
1 aŀǇǎ м ϧ нΥ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ ϧ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪƛŀƴ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ tƻǿŜǊΣ мутм-1914 & 1914-муέ, maps modified by author. 
2  A.J.P. Taylor, Struggle for Mastery in Europe, p.450-600; A.J.P. Taylor, Bismarck: Man & Statesman, p.200-280; H. Gardner, Failure to Prevent World 
War I, p.50-230; H. Kissinger, Diplomacy, p.137-200; M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, Part II. 
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3. The Third Bismarckian Alliance-Systems (1888-1894) was hastily restructured by von Bismarck to 
isolate both France and Russia and prevent them from forming any hostile counter-alliance once the 
мууу .ŀƭƪŀƴ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ .ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀ ǎƘŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ .ŀƭƪŀƴs and 
destroyed the Second Dreikaiserbund, leaving Russia and Austria-Hungary as enemies. The ensuing 
international war-crisis pitted the entire German government except von Bismarck, with all members 
of both the Triple Alliance and Mediterranean Accord against Russia. Only von Bismarck was able to 
stop this collective rush to war in 1888. Paradoxically, had such European war happened against 
Russia, the Triple Alliance would have absorbed the Mediterranean Accord with Great Britain and 
Spain in collectively defeating Russia and intimidating France into neutrality. Thus, in the post-war a 
very weakened Russia would have continued to expand into Asia, but regardless of her future alliance 
with France (1894) and the Balkan League (1911) she would have been unable to precipitate World 
War I in 1914 against an augmented Euro-Triple Alliance including Great Britain (who like in reality 
during the Great War, would have been able to dragoon along also Portugal and Japan), Spain, Bulgaria 
and the Ottoman-Turkish Empire, all equally vexed by Russia, France and Serbia. 

¶ the secret Dual Alliance (Germany and Austria-Hungary vs. Russia) remained unchanged; 

¶ the Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy vs. France) remained unchanged; 

¶ a secret 1888-1892 Reinsurance Treaty (Germany-Russia) vs. Austria-Hungary re-aligned Russian security 
to Germany under the false secret promise of victory in any potential Russo-German war against Austria-
Hungary, while von Bismarck manipulated this pact exclusively to preserve peace and preclude any 
uncontrolled Russian attack on Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅ όƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ Ǿƻƴ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ά¢ƘƛǊŘ 
5ǊŜƛƪŀƛǎŜǊōǳƴŘέ unbeknownst to the other ex-members by externally conditioning their national security); 

¶ the Mediterranean Accords dissolved as Great Britain and Spain rejoined the Neutrals.1 
4. In 1894-1914, the Bismarckian Alliance-System slowly unraveled after the erratic pan-German nationalist 

Emperor Wilhelm II forced in 1890 the 85-years-old Iron Chancellor into retirement and an increasingly 
militarist Berlin pursued an obtusely aggressive and self-defeating diplomacy: 

¶ ǘƘŜ YŀƛǎŜǊΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ муфп ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ wǳǎǎƛŀΤ 

¶ ǘƘŜ YŀƛǎŜǊΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǳƴƳŀǎƪŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ support of Austria-Hungary in both the Dual and Triple Alliances 
in the flawed belief that ideologically-hostile France and Russia would remain isolated; 

¶ ǘƘŜ YŀƛǎŜǊΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ repeatedly failed during 1890-1902 in its renewed attempts to force Great 
Britain into the Triple Alliance at a time when London was being squeezed by a series of international 
ŎǊƛǎŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǿŀƴƛƴƎ ƻƭŘ ά{ǇƭŜƴŘƛŘ Lǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΥ 
o during the 1830s-мфлт DǊŜŀǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ wǳǎǎƛŀ ǿŜǊŜ ǊƛǾŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ DŀƳŜέ ǘƻ control Asia, with 

British influence over the Ottoman-Turkish Empire, Persia, Afghanistan, Tibet and most of China, 
ǿƘƛƭŜ wǳǎǎƛŀ ŀƴƴŜȄŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ¢ǳǊƪƛŎ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ aŀƴŎƘǳǊƛŀ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
defeated in the 1904-05 Russo-Japanese War (witƘ ¢ǁƪȅƻ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфлнύΤ 

o in mid-1890s a regional crisis over a Venezuelan dispute with the rival U.S. global industrial giant 
immediately spun out of control into a war-crisis fueled by a hyper-nationalist American public 
and political sectors who called for war and annexation of Canada, until London backed down; 

o then in 1898 the Anglo-Egyptian conquest of the Sudan was challenged by a rival French 
expedition to the Nile River at Fashoda that precipitated a major Anglo-French nationalist war-
crisis, until Paris backed down and London annexed Sudan. Had this crisis turned into war, it 
most likely would have led to permanent security ties with Germanyτas wished by Berlinτ
with the Triple Alliance joining Great Britain to crush their common Franco-Russian enemies, 
which would have made almost impossible their later role in precipitating World War I in 1914). 

                                                           
1 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, Part II; A.J.P. Taylor, Struggle for Mastery in Europe, p.450-600; A.J.P. Taylor, Bismarck: Man 
& Statesman, p.200-280; H. Gardner, Failure to Prevent World War I, p.50-230; H. Kissinger, Diplomacy, p.137-200. 
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o Instead, it was DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ-Bismarckian diplomatic obtuseness that ended-up alienating in-
turn Russia (1894), Great Britain (1904) and the U.S.A. (1916-17).1 

5. CǊŀƴŎŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎƻ-ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎΣ ŀǎ tŀǊƛǎΩ long diplomatic finesse 
finally succeeded in building an expanding anti-German counter-alliance in 1894-1919: 

¶ CƛǊǎǘΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ-Bismarckian diplomatic obtuseness ended-up alienating also London since the 
1890s:  first by bypassing Great Britain as leading global industrial Power (1890-95), with both 
ƻǾŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ!Φ ǎƛƴŎŜ муфрΤ  ǘƘŜƴ ōȅ .ŜǊƭƛƴΩǎ ŦǳǘƛƭŜ quest for a glorious new Weltpolitik colonial 
άǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǎǳƴέ όмуфлǎύΤ  ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ YŀƛǎŜǊΩǎ ƛƴŦƭŀƳƳŀǘƻǊȅ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŜǊ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎǎ 
during the 1899-1902 Anglo-Boer War;  and finally by the post-1902 Anglo-German naval-race after 
.ŜǊƭƛƴΩǎ ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ-offer of an unwritten entente as some minimalist 
security alignment against France and Russia, or a bilateral naval arms control treaty. Once again Berlin 
assumed wrongly that the deep-seated rivalry between France, Russia and Great Britain would keep 
each of these Powers submissive and isolated from any counter-alliance against Germany. Instead, 
Great Britain secured an alliance with Japan (who by defeating Russia in 1904-лр ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ 
strategic worries in East Asia) and swapped her inevitable strategic retreat from Central America on 
behalf of the U.S.A. in exchange for long-lasting friendship that would preserve British possessions in 
/ŀƴŀŘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ муно aƻƴǊƻŜ 5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ǘǳǘŜƭŀƎŜ and rising hegemony on 
the Western Hemisphere. Then by 1902-04 Great Britain threw her lot with France and was influenced 
by Paris to join also Russia.2 

¶ Secondly, in 1894-1917 the Franco-Russian Alliance traded French military naval and army cooperation 
with the resentful Russians for their pan-Slavic support of Serb and Balkan secessionisms against both 
the Austria-Hungarian and Ottoman-¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ 9ƳǇƛǊŜǎΣ ƛƴ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 
against Germany, thus creating a geo-strategic Two-Front ²ŀǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀƭǾŜŘ .ŜǊƭƛƴΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 
superiority by forcing it to fight simultaneously France in the West with half of its forces and Russia in 
the East with the other half, while also supporting the fragile Austro-Hungarian army (as it happened 
in 1914-17 during the Great War); 

¶ then in 1904 the Entente Cordiale (France and Great Britain) aligned the former rivals against their 
perceived common German hegemonic threat, while Paris renounced to all her old colonial claims 
in Africa (including the Sudan) against London; 

¶ finally, the 1907 Entente όCǊŀƴŎŜΣ wǳǎǎƛŀΣ DǊŜŀǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴύ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ƳŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
to reproduce the same colonial swap between Russia and Great Britain (the two shared control of 
Persia, but London kept all the rest), while consolidating in a decade of bipolar confrontation and 
crises her new counter-ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ мфмп {ŀǊŀƧŜǾƻ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ 
soon precipitated World War I.3 

 

World War I Trench Warfare Phases A & B:  Central Powers vs. Allies, 1914-1917 
Phase A:  The slow structural collapse of the multipolar Bismarckian Balance of Power into rival bipolar 

alliances by 1894-1907 spun a decade of war-crises in 1904-14 culminating in World War I by August 1914. The 
Great War was sparked by the 28 June 1914 assassination of Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ ƘŜƛǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΣ !ǊŎƘŘǳƪŜ 
Franz-Ferdinand Habsburg, by Bosnian-Serb terrorists (Black Hand) backed by pro-Russian Serbia to precipitate 
a dynastic crisis and ethnic-based disintegration of the weak multi-ethnic Austria-Hungarian Empire to create 
ŀ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ {ŜǊōƛŀƴ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻǾŜǊ ±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ {ƭŀǾƛŎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΦ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀ-Hungary retaliated by attacking 

                                                           
1 A.J.P. Taylor, Bismarck: Man & Statesman, p.200-280; 
2 Annika Mombauer & Wilhelm Deist, eds., The Kaiser (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), p.63-90; A.J.P. Taylor, Struggle for 
Mastery in Europe, 1848-1918, p.450-600; H. Gardner, Failure to Prevent World War I, p.50-230; H. Kissinger, Diplomacy, p.137-200. 
3  A.J.P. Taylor, Struggle for Mastery in Europe, 1848-1918, p.450-600; H. Gardner, Failure to Prevent World War I, p.50-230; H. 
Kissinger, Diplomacy, p.137-200; M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, 1800s-2000, Part II. 
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Serbia on 28 July, and fearful of a Russian intervention to support Belgrade given the alliance between the two, 
±ƛŜƴƴŀ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ .ŜǊƭƛƴΩǎ total military support (Carte Blanche). That same day the uncertain Czar Nicholas II, 
first secretly ordered a partial mobilization of Russian forces, then stopped it and the next day fully mobilized 
ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘǳƳ CǊŀƴŎŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ wǳǎǎƛŀ ōȅ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƻƻΦ  

Facing since 1894 the geo-strategic nightmare of a Two-Fronts War against both Russia and France, 
Germany was first to declare war in August 1914 to be able to rush her own mobilization through trains 
deployments following the secret 1895 von Schlieffen Plan: on one hand, most German troops were 
rushed West for a massive two-punches invasion of neutral Belgium to penetrate undefended Northern 
France, swing south to isolate Paris and then turn south-east to defeat from the rear the French army 
attacking the German border; on the other, German forces in East Prussia fought a defensive one against 
wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ dual invasions and parallel attacks against Austria-Hungary in Galicia. But while Italy hid in 
neutrality, DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ fast invasion of neutral Belgium was used as pretext by Great Britain to side with 
the Entente in war.1 

Map 3: EUROPEAN ALLIANCES IN WORLD WAR I, 1914-1917 

 
 

At first, all Europeans saw with excitement the start of the Great War as a quick one by Christmas that 
finally after a decade of war-crises between two hostile alliances (Triple Alliance vs. Entente) would either 
ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ-1870 hegemony or return it to France in a first global war between the Great Powers 
after a century of quasi-ǇŜŀŎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мумр ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴƛŎ ²ŀǊǎΗ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ Ǿƻƴ 
Schlieffen Plan swing offensive was finally stopped a month later just 25 miles from Paris in the First Battle of 
the Marne (6-10 September 1914) with 200,000 French casualties, while in the north the British Expeditionary 
CƻǊŎŜ ό.Φ9ΦCΦύ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ ǇƻǊǘǎ ōȅ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ .ŀǘǘƭŜ 
of Ypres in Flanders/Belgium (20 October-22 November 1914) with 250,000 casualties on all sides. The ensuing 
military stalemate on the Western Front left Germany in control of Belgium and Northern France with millions 
of troops in fixed parallel trench-systems against the Anglo-French stretching from the English Channel to 
Switzerland, while on the Eastern Front the Russian invasion was crushed at the Battles of Tannenberg (30 
August 1914) and Masurian Lakes (15 September 1914).2 

                                                           
1 John Keegan, The First World War (New York: Vintage Books/Random House, 1998); G.J. Meyer, A World Undone: the Story 
of the Great War, 1914-1918 (New York: Bantam Bell/Random House, 2006), p.1-265; Peter Simkins, Geoffrey Jukes & Michael 
Hickley, The First World War: the War to End All Wars (London: Osprey, 2003), p.1-200. 
2 aŀǇ оΥ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ мфмп-мфмтέ ōȅ Wikipedia, modified by author; J. Keegan, The First World War, 

idem; G.J. Meyer, A World Undone: the Story of the Great War, 1914-1918, p.1-265 & 512-604; J.M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ 
Forces, p.168-191; P. Simkins, G. Jukes & M. Hickley, First World War, p.196-251 & 276-327. 
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By 1915, Germany and Austria-Hungary conquered Russian Poland, Galicia and Serbia in a war of movement 
that drove the Russians 300 miles from Poland with 2.5 million casualties, while in 1916 also the Baltics were 
taken from Russia. On both the Western and Italian Fronts, the ensuing static murderous trench warfare and 
massive artillery barrages consumed millions of soldiers in an endless attrition war with futile stalled offensives 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŜƴǘǊŜƴŎƘŜŘ ŜƴŜƳȅ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜǎΣ ƭƛƪŜΥ  ŀύ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ DŀƭƭƛǇƻƭƛ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ όнл CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфмр-9 January 1916) 
failed to seize the Turkish Straits at the cost of 302,000 Allied casualties (of which 164,500 British/Commonwealth 
plus 90,000 sick, 27,000 French plus 20,000 sick) and 251,000 Turkish casualties plus 64,500 sick;  b) in 
Flanders/Belgium the Second Battle of Ypres (20 April-20 May 1915) with the first German use of lethal gasses 
left 59/60,000 British and 40,000 German casualties;  c) in France the Battle of Verdun (21 February-18 December 
1916) left 460,000 French and 300,000 German casualties;  d) the failed Allied Battle of the Somme (1 July-19 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфмсύ ƭŜŦǘ пнлΣллл .ǊƛǘƛǎƘΣ нллΣллл CǊŜƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ псрΣллл DŜǊƳŀƴ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎΤ  Ŝύ ǘƘŜ άbƛǾŜƭƭŜ hŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜέ 
(1 April-9 May 1917) with 187/118,000 French casualties, 160,000 British, 5,000 Russian and 163,000 German 
ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ Ǉƭǳǎ нлΣллл th²ǎΤ  ŀƴŘ Ŝύ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ мм .ŀǘǘƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǎƻƴȊƻ όWǳƴŜ мфмр-to-September 1917) with 300,000 
Italian (half of its war toll) and 200,000 Austro-Hungarian casualties.1 

Since the sudden 1914 collapse of the international Balance of PoǿŜǊ ƻǊŘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊΩǎ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
to confirm once and for all on a global scale the politico-economic-ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƘŜƎŜƳƻƴȅ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜǎΣ 
or that of the rival Entente, meant that both alliance-systems sought to immediately widen the global struggle by 
attracting new allies to their side. On one hand, the Germany-led Triple Alliance had collapsed (once Italy left the 
Triple Alliance for neutrality over Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ refusal to cede to Rome the Irredenta, thus also freeing French 
armies from guarding the Italian Alpine frontier and moving north to strengthen French defenses against Germany), 
but was immediately replaced by the larger, but weaker Central Powers (once Italy was replaced in 1915 by the 
weaker Ottoman-Turkish Empire and Bulgaria with only very marginal influence on the European war-fronts). On 
the other, the French-led Entente, ǿŀǎ ǊŜƴŀƳŜŘ ά!ƭƭƛŜǎέ ƛƴ мфмп ōȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ {ŜǊōƛŀΣ .ŜƭƎƛǳƳ ŀƴŘΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 
pressǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƭǎƻ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ŎƭƛŜƴǘ-statesτPortugal, Japan and a reluctant Greece. In Phase B of the Great War (1915-
мтύ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅ ǎǘǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ {Ǉŀƛƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ 
confirming her demise as a Great Power after the 1898 Spanish-Cuban-American War, while Serbia was conquered 
by the Central Powers, and the United States remained ambiguously neutral although systematically supporting 
the Allies in trade and finances. Thus, efforts to win over significant large forces focused since December 1914 on 
LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ-switch with 1 million forces by May 1915 (based on Anglo-CǊŜƴŎƘ ƴŀǾŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ wƻƳŜΩǎ ǿŀǊ-
plans to annex the Irredenta ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎύΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǿŀǊ-effort remained peripheral to the Western 
Front, as the equally bloody Italo-Austrian Front along the Alps soon stalled against entrenched Austro-Hungarian 
mountain defenses). Instead, the Allies could only add in August 1916 also Romania (by promising her Hungarian 
Transylvania), but she was rapidly defeated and conquered by the Central Powers. 

Finally, throughout 1914-17, the Allies and especially Great Britain redoubled their diplomatic efforts to 
slowly bring to their side the U.S.A., the dominant global economic giant with a puny military, whose 
century-long cherished neutrality between rival alliances in war was soon fatally compromised since 1914 
by exclusively trading and financing the Allies, while refusing to forbid its citizens to flock to the war-theater, 
either as tourists (with tragic losses to German U-Boote submarines, like the sunken British tourist cruise-
liner Lusitania whose cargo secretly held weapons for the Allies), or volunteers (American infantry 
volunteers in the French Army, U.S. flyers in the Royal Air-Force, and the Franco-American La Fayette Air 
Squadron in 1916-1919).2 

                                                           
1  J. Keegan, The First World War, idem; G.J. Meyer, A World Undone: the Story of the Great War, 1914-1918, p.1-265 & 512-
604; J.M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ, p.168-мфмΤ ά.ŀǘǘƭŜǎ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ CǊƻƴǘΥ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǎƻƴȊƻΣ мфмр-19мтέ ƛƴ 
firstworldwar.com (2017), see: http://www.firstworldwar.com/battles/isonzo.htm; P. Simkins, G. Jukes & M. Hickley, First 
World War, p.196-251 & 276-327. 
2 J. Keegan, The First World War, idem; G.J. Meyer, A World Undone, p.265- 512; J.M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ, p.168-191; 
ά.ŀǘǘƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǎƻƴȊƻΣ мфмр-мтέ ƛŘŜƳΤ tΦ {ƛƳƪƛƴǎΣ DΦ WǳƪŜǎ ϧ aΦ IƛŎƪƭŜȅΣ First World War, p.196-251. 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/battles/isonzo.htm
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American Isolationist Neutrality vs. 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ Balance of Power Alliances, 1784-1917 
For 140 years since the American Revolutionary War and Independence (1774-83), the United States of 

America (U.S.) privileged from 1790s to 1898 its long-ƘŜƭŘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎκǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ άŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳέ 
and geo-strategic Nationalist-Isolationism in foreign policy, security and Neutral sea-trade during international 
wars (²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ 5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ, 1796), while paradoxically advocating at the same time both exclusive 
Continental expansion in North America against native Indian tribes and rival European Colonial Empires 
(Manifest Destiny) and Liberal-moralist democratic values in Latin America and Europe (Monroe Doctrine, 1823). 
Because the U.S. Federal government possessed neither a war-navy, nor anything but a shell of a professional 
army supported by irregular voƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ƳƛƭƛǘƛŀǎΣ ƛǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƛǘǎ Lǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ 9Ǌŀ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŀōƭŜ 
to wage either immediate offensive or defensive operations beyond Indian guerrilla warfare, and even when it 
actually did fight major wars its hard-won military power was as eagerly soon demobilized to return to the 
ƳƻǊŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ǇǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ άǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭέ LǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴƛǎƳ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎǘ warring Europe. 
ά9ȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘέ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ 

the Balance of Power system, which from 1490s-to-1940s pitted Great Powers and Colonial Empires who 
dominated the world into rival temporary alliances that fought each other for hegemonic mastery over Europe 
(Great Britain, France, Spain, Portugal, Austria, Prussia, Russia and the Ottoman-Turkish Empire). Thus, 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŎƘŜǊƛǎƘŜŘ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ-Isolationism offered only an illusion of security in peacetime, buttresed 
by her geostrategic seclusion behind ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ hŎŜŀƴǎΣ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊǎ as global 
potential enemies with their permanent armies, navies and large expeditionary colonial forces ready to invade 
distant lands. Thus, U.S. diplomacy was anchorŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άThree Principles of IsƻƭŀǘƛƻƴƛǎƳέ όмтфлǎ-1898, 1921-
офύ ƻŦ ŦƛǊǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ мтфс Farewell Address (co-authored with Alexander Hamilton as a 
Realist assessment of U.S. military weakness seeking to buy time to grow later as proven by the Washington-
Hamilton Grand Army of 1799-1800, yet later frozen into moralist-nationalist dogma by their successors): 
1. Lǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊǎ όŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{ΦΩ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ƻŎŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

weak neighboursτBritish Canada and Mexico) to avoid wars with stronger imperialist Powers who could 
doom a weaker U.S. (as Great Britain did in the 1812-15 Anglo-American War). 

2. bƻ ά9ƴǘŀƴƎƭƛƴƎέ tŜŀŎŜǘƛƳŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ όŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ any 
peacetime ally in future European wars, where the risk of defeat could lead a weaker U.S. to be lose lands as 
new colonies at a peace treaty table); yet should Isolationist America be attacked and seek wartime alliances, 
there was no certainty of diplomatico-security reciprocity given U.S. earlier rejections of peacetime alliances. 

3. No Peacetime Army (due to historical Anglo-American aversion of expensive permanent national militaries 
that could be used as a tool of government power in domestic repressions of the people and Parliamentτ
reminiscent of the 1774-83 American Revolution with its Continental Congress against authoritarian King 
DŜƻǊƎŜ LLL IŀƴƴƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ wƻȅŀƭ !ǊƳȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻƴƛǎǘǎΩ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴύΦ1 
U.S. Isolationism had two mutually-reinforcing exceptions to secure future control first of the whole North 

American Continent and later also the Western Hemisphere (North, Central and South America): 

¶ Manifest Destiny (1800s-1898) saw only a Protestant America as endowed by God with the right to expand 
territorially with its industrious settlers over the vast, empty North American Continent (from the Mid-
West to Far-²ŜǎǘΣ aŜȄƛŎƻΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ /ŀǊƛōbeans and British Canada) against 
άǎŀǾŀƎŜέ Lndian nomadic tribes, and rival European colonial claim (by Spain, France, Great Britain, Mexico 
and Russia, (all side-lined in 1783-to-1898, except British Canada); 

¶ Monroe Doctrine (1823) as unilateral declaration of protection by a military-weak U.S. (but supported by the 
powerful British Royal Navy) of newly-independent Latin American states against any attempt to re-colonize 
the Americas by the reactionary Congress of Vienna European Powers.2 

                                                           
1  Carlo Jean, Geopolitica (Roma-Bari: Laterza, 1995); Stuart Gerry Brown, Alexander Hamilton (New York: Washington Square Press, 
1967), p.120-133; Robert Kagan, Dangerous Nation (New York: Vintage, 2007). 
2 H. Kissinger, Diplomacy, idem; James M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎΥ ŀ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ (Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 1996), p.1-54. 
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In the end, AmŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ муллǎ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊƛƭȅ-weak nationalist-Isolationism was squeezed in a 
diplomatico-economic-military vise, due to unwillingness to build-up a serious peacetime military, or accept 
9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ tƻǿŜǊ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƘƛŦǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ ŀnd limitted wars, leaving the U.S. with an 
unenforceable neutrality (repeatedly violated by the rival naval blockades of Great Britain and Napoleonic French 
Empire in 1805-мр ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΤ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ 
desperate Balance of Power strategy in the naval Quasi-War against France and the U.S. defeat in the 1812-15 
Anglo-American War), or even join alliances when its own national honour and trade were in peril (rejecting 
Napoleonic France in the 1812-15 Anglo-American War). 

Only briefly for four times in the 1800s, the U.S.A.Ωs massively growing industrial-commercial strength and 
population was able to conjure out of thin air within several months to a year a respectfully-strong combat 
army able to be deployed operationally over vast distances and abroad (1845-48, 1848, 1861-65, 1898). 
However, the ideologico-political hold of Isolationism and distrust of a large peacetime military led Congress 
in all post-wars to cyclically slash military budgets and demobilize U.S. forces down to just skeletal size (to be 
supplemented in wartime by new legions of volunteers), with cyclical firesales of its now surplus weapons, 
matériel and warships. 

 

  Map 4: U.S. Westward Expansion, 1776-1890   Map 4: U.S. Civil War: Union vs. Confederates, 1861-65 

 
      United States of America (U.S.A.) 14 States, 1774-1783        United States of America (U.S.A.) 
     Border Union ñOld North-Westò Territories, 1783        Union ñFar-Westò Territories not permitting slavery  
     ñLouisianan Purchaseò Union Territories, 1803        ñBorder Union Statesò & West Virginia, with slavery 
     Florida Union Territory, 1819          Confederate States with slavery       
     Texas Union State, 1845          Territories under the Confederacy with slavery 
     California & ñSouth-Westò (Mexican-American War), 1848  
     ñOregonò Union Territory, 1845 
     ñAlaska Purchaseò Territory, 1867 & ñGadsen Purchaseò Territory, 18901      

 

1. The 1845-48 Mexican-American War erupted once maverick nationalist U.S. President James Polk 
annexed pro-U.S. independent Texas, which had won in 1835 its own independence war from Mexico, 
but whose independence was never accepted by Mexico (the U.S. then was too weak to intervene 
ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊƛƭȅ ƻǊ ŀƴƴŜȄ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΣ ŦƻǊ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ άǎtrongeǊέ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ 
ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƭŜŘ ōȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ŀƴǘΩ!ƴƴŀ, the άbŀǇƻƭŜƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎέύΦ But 10 years later, the 
U.S. was the stronger one and in few months raides a large mixed regular-volunteer expeditionary army 
and small new fleet, launching combined sea-land offensives to conquer southern Mexico and the capital, 
plus the South-West and California, ŘŜŦŜŀǘƛƴƎ {ŀƴǘΩ!ƴƴŀ ŀƴŘ eliminating Mexico as a Regional Power. 

2. A parallel war-crisis with Great Britain in 1848 on rival claims on the jointly-ruled Anglo-American North-
West Columbia forced London to split the area with the U.S. to avoid a looming war and threats of a U.S. 
conquest of all of British Canada. Both war-crises permanently elevated the U.S. as a Regional Power.2 

3. The 1861-65 U.S. Civil War, saw the first continental-size total war (since the Napoleonic Wars 50 years earlier in 1790s-
1815) between the secessionist southern Confederate States (C.S.A. raising 1 million forces) and a quickly-assembled, 
massive U.S. Federal army of regulars and volunteers (raising 2,2 millions U.S. forces). Despite a total of 650,000 military 

                                                           
1 aŀǇ пΥ ά¦Φ{Φ 9ȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴΣ мттс-муфлέ ŦǊƻƳ Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War ϧ aŀǇ рΥ ά¦Φ{Φ /ƛǾƛƭ 
War: Union vs. Confederates, 1861-срέ ŦǊƻƳ Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War  
2 R. Kagan, Dangerous Nation, p.3-245; H. Kissinger, Diplomacy, idem; J.M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ, p.1-54. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Border_states_(American_Civil_War)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
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dead (365.000 U.S. vs. 290,000 C.S.A., plus 50,000 civilians and 80,000 slaves) and 420,000 wounded (282.000 U.S. vs. 
137,000 C.S.A.), by 1865 the victorious U.S. Army remained 700,000-strong with infantry, cavalry, artillery and a 60,000-
ƳŜƴ ƴŜǿ bŀǾȅ ǿƛǘƘ тлл ǿŀǊǎƘƛǇǎΣ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ /Φ{Φ!ΦΩǎ ослΣллл ƳŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ Civil War briefly made the U.S. a World 
Power, due to sheer size of combat forces and warships. U.S. President Abraham Lincoln had also skillfully defused 
repeated threats of internationalization of the civil war if Confederate victories ended-up emboldening a joint military 
intervention by pro-C.S.A. European Great Powers (France, Great Britain and Austria, who had exploited the vacuum 
of power to seize Mexico, with backing from Spain and Prussia) to help the C.S.A. gain full independence and break the 
U.{Φ ƴŀǾŀƭ ōƭƻŎƪŀŘŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅ ǿŀǎ ōŀŎƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ ǿŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
any joint C.S.A.-European invasion with the superior U.S. industrial and demographic strength to raise many new 
patriotic U.S. armies, which would eagerly counter-invade British Canada, French-occupied Mexico and even British 
Bahamas, Spanish Cuba and geo-strategic Hawaii in the Pacific (all coveted by the U.S. since Jefferson). 

Yet, after its victorious U.S. Civil War, the largest-ever U.S. Army shrunk in 1865-66 from 500,000 to 
54,300 regulars and 11,050 volunteers of which 10,000 Black Buffalo soldiers, then in 1869 cut down to 
37,000, in 1876 to 27,450 of which 17,000 men were patrolling the military-occupied ex-Confederate South 
in 5 Military Districts (1865-77), until the 1877 end of Reconstruction allowed the U.S. Army to shrink again 
to 26,000 men, while redeploying them out of the South to reinforce Eastern coastal forts against any 
European overseas threats, and especially to Western garrisons to fight the Indian Wars against 270,000 
nomadic Plain Indians until their suppression into Reservations by 1890s. The U.S. Navy too shrunk after 
1865 from 700+ warships and 65,000 men down to 48 warships and 8,000 men by 1880.1 

4. In the 1898 Spanish-Cuban-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ²ŀǊ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ {ǇŀƛƴΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ǳōŀΩǎ 
independentist rebellion. The U.S. raised in few months a large, mixed regular-volunteer expeditionary 
army in Tampa, Florida and Texas, escorted by a newly-created modern ά.ƭǳŜ hŎŜŀƴέ ¦Φ{Φ ǎǘŜŜƭ bŀǾȅ 
όƻǊ ά²ƘƛǘŜ CƭŜŜǘέΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŀǾŀƭ ƎŜƻ-strategist Alfred Thayer Mahan and the U.S. Naval 
League led by New York Governor Theodore Roosevelt, and hastily financed by Congress after the 
1891-92 U.S.-Italian war-scare over the New Orleans Lynching of 21 jailed Italian immigrant Mafia 
ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǳƴŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ ¦Φ{Φ Ŏƻŀǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ά.ƭǳŜ hŎŜŀƴέ ǎǘŜŜƭ 
Itlian NavyτǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ-most powerful one).2 

5. This modern U.S. Navy sank SpŀƛƴΩǎ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ǎŀƛƭ ŦƭŜŜǘ ƻŦŦ-Havana, allowing U.S. troops to land in south 
Cuba and defeat the Spanish army. The U.S. conquest of Cuba and Puerto Rico in the Caribbeans was 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ bŀǾȅΩǎ ǎƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ǎŀƛƭ ŦƭŜŜǘ ƻŦŦ-Manila and conquest of 
the Philippines. This final collapse of Spain as a colonial empire, also affirmed the U.S. as a new World 
Power: America had benefitted from luck and timing with this war within its own immediate 
Caribbeans back-yard where U.S. forces quickly assembled in U.S. bases from Florida to Texas were 
landed in Cuba by a brand-ƴŜǿ ά.ƭǳŜ hŎŜŀƴέ ¦Φ{Φ bŀǾȅ, which also seized the Philippines and Hawaii. 

But once again, in few years following a bloody guerrilla war and U.S. repression of Filippino 
insurgents, the U.S. cut its forces down to mimimal size, engaging instead in gun-boat diplomacy with 
small expeditionary forces and Marines in limited Caribbean operations, while abandoning President 
Theodore RooseveƭǘΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ŀƴ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜέ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ able to abandon Isolationism to join the 
European Great Powers in the global Balance of Power system as a junior, yet equal partner.3 

                                                           
1 Robert Doughty, Ira Gruber et alia, American Military History & the Evolution of Warfare in the Western World (Lexington, 
MA: D.C. Heath, 1996), p.1-248; Raimondo Luraghi, Storia della Guerra Civile Americana (Turin: Einaudi, 1966); S.L.A. Marshall, 
Crimsoned Prairie: the Indian Wars (New York: A da Capo, 1972); Robert M. Utley, The Indian Frontier of the American West, 
1846-1890 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984). 
2 Marco Rimanelli, ed., The New Orleans Lynching & U.S.-Italian Relations: Diplomacy, Mafia, Immigration (New York: P. Lang Publ., 1992); 
M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, 1800s-2000, Part II; J.M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ, p.1-54. 
3  Howard K. Beale, Theodore Roosevelt & the Rise of America to World Power (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins Press/Collier, 
1956); R. Kagan, Dangerous Nation, p.104-415; J.M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ, p.36-163. 
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5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōȅ муфр ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƎƛŀƴǘΣ ŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƻǊȅ Ǉŀǎǘ 
diplomatico-moralist posturing and combat bloodbaths did not enhance the dismal international opinion 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǿŜŀƪ ǇŜŀŎŜǘƛƳŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΥ ŀƭƭ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊǎ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŜŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ 
as an insignificant world military Power and her record of being the first to fight a continental-size total 
war against the better-trained Confederate South (U.S. Civil War, 1861-65), or whole scale guerrilla war 
against mobile insurgents hiding among civilians (1800s Indian Wars; 1900 Philippine Insurgency) as just 
evidence of poor generalship and lack of proper combat training among the mostly volunteer American 
armies. Likewise, all European Great Powers were lulled by U.S. Isolationist neutrality to missread U.S. 
global views: traditionalist Great Powers always measured international strength mostly in terms of 
permanent armies, navies and alliances, and thus remained unable to fully grasp the Isolationist American 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ Ǝƛŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƛŘŜŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǎǘ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ά9ȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳέ όά/ƛǘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ IƛƭƭέύΣ 
while constantly escewing all entangling peacetime alliances with Great Powers and condemning as 
imperialist the European Balance of Power system of limited wars and shifting alliances.1  

Despite European misgivings, the 1898 Spanish-Cuban-American War had finally elevated the rising 
American giant to the ranks of a Global Power, while extendating its politico-commercial dominance from 
the Caribbeans (protectorate over Cuba, annexing Puerto Rico) to the Pacific (annexing Hawaii, Midway and 
Guam) and East Asia όŀƴƴŜȄƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ¦Φ{Φ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ WŀǇŀƴύΦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
new expansionist policy was energetically enhanced by Republican U.S. President Th. Roosevelt (who earlier 
as Under-Secretary of the Navy was the naval architect of the 1898 Spanish-Cuban-American War): 
1. Th. wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ wŜŀƭƛǎǘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ¦Φ{Φ Lǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ōȅ 

bringing America into the Balance of Power system alongsdide older European Great Powers as an equal 
partner in international crises, while fostering peaceful U.S. mediations of disputes (Asia and Europe); 

2. ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ά.ƭǳŜ hŎŜŀƴέ ¦Φ{Φ bŀǾȅ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ƻƭŘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎŜŀ-power against perceived foreign threats 
in the 1890s-1910s (Italy, Great Britain, Spain, Germany) and global power-projection (with naval bases in 
the Philippines and close cooperation as a friendly Power with Japan and China against rival colonial Powers 
in Asia with the 1899-мфлм ¦Φ{Φ άhǇŜƴ 5ƻƻǊέ tƻƭƛŎȅύΤ2 

3. his unique Realist foreign policy (мфллǎ ά¢ƘΦ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ /ƻǊƻƭƭŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǊƻŜ 5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘŜƳŀǊƪ 
ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ά{ǇŜŀƪ {ƻŦǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊǊȅ ŀ .ƛƎ {ǘƛŎƪέύ ŎŀǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ муно aƻƴǊƻŜ 5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ 
U.S. geo-strategic and economic control of Central America (from Nicaragua to Panama replacing Great Britain 
and France), Caribbeans (occupying bankrupt Haiti and the new country of Panama, where he built by 1914 the 
vital U.S. Panama Canal for swift trade and U.S. Navy access between Atlantic and Pacific Oceans); 

4. his U.S.-mediated 1905 Treaty of Portsmouth to end the 1904-05 Russo-Japanese War (yet at home both Russia and 
WŀǇŀƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōƭŀƳŜŘ ¦Φ{Φ ƳŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άŘŜƴȅƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴȅ Ŧǳƭƭ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅύ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ мфлр άLƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ /ǊǳƛǎŜέ ǘƻ !ǎƛŀ 
consolidated U.S. diplomatico-economic influeƴŎŜ ƛƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎκ9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ ŀǊŜƴŀ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άhǇŜƴ 5ƻƻǊέ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ 
international military repression of the anti-ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎ мфлл ά.ƻȄŜǊǎΩ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ /Ƙƛƴŀ όȅŜǘ ǎǳŎƘ ¦Φ{Φ ŜǉǳƛŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 
collapsed by World War I). Although Th. Roosevelt received the 1906 Nobel Peace Award, old ties to pro-U.S. Japan and 
Russia slowly frayed, as bilateral tensions and distrust of an erratic imperialist Germany rose despite his secret diplomatic 
ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ YŀƛǎŜǊ ²ƛƭƘŜƭƳ LL όǿƘƻ ŦŜŀǊŜŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ might and sought through 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ άǎǘǊƻƴƎέ ¦Φ{Φ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻ-DŜǊƳŀƴ ǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ά¢ΦwΦέ ǎƘǊŜǿŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘŜƭȅ 
ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ άǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƛƭƭέ ǳƴǘƛƭ DŜǊƳŀƴ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳ ǉǳŀǎƘŜŘ ¦Φ{Φ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƛƭƭύΦ3 

                                                           
1  Larry Addington, Patterns of War since Eighteenth Century, 2nd Ed. (Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1984), p.102-119, 134-
175; Peter Paret, ed., Makers of Modern Strategy: from Machiavelli to Nuclear Age (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1986); R. 
Kagan, Dangerous Nation, p.390-415; J.M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ, p.100-163; H.K. Beale, Th. Roosevelt & Rise of America, idem. 
2 J.M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ, p.145-166; M. Rimanelli, New Orleans Lynching & U.S.-Italian Relations, idem; M. 
Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, idem. 
3  James Bradley, The Imperial Cruise: Secret History of Empire & War (New York: Little, Brown, 2009); H. Kissinger, Diplomacy, 
p.17-55, 137-200; Annika Mombauer & Wilhelm Deist, eds., The Kaiser (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), p.143-175. 
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IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ¢ƘΦ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ ōƻƭŘ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ of Realism to anchor America into 
the Balance of Power system alongsdide older European Great Powers was squandered by all Ƙƛǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊǎΩ 
narrower rival visions and own limited ά!Ř ƘƻŎέ LƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōǊƻŀŘΦ  First, his Vice-President and successor 
Republican President William Howard Taft rebuffed U.S. imperialism, while his ά5ƻƭƭŀǊ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅέ 5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ 
privileged exclusively consolidating U.S. economic control of Latin America through a British-style neo-colonial 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άƎǳƴ-ōƻŀǘ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅέΣ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ DǊŜŀǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ 
IŜƳƛǎǇƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƎŜƳƻƴƛŎ tƻǿŜǊ όŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ²ƻƻŘǊƻǿ 
Wilson in World War I and Franklin D. wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLύΦ ¢ŀŦǘΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾƛǎƳ 
and rejection of ¢ƘΦ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ ŀƴǘƛ-monopolies and social progressivism, split the party between the two 
feuding leaders, allowing Democrat Wilson to win an upset victory in the 1913 Presidential Election.  

Second, the extremely uncompromising, moralist and religious fundamentalist President Wilson could only 
agree with his rival Th. Roosevelt on distrust of German imperialism and ǘƘŀǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ Lǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴism 
was dead, but Wilson still clung to traditional U.S. moralist rejection of the Balance of Power as a tool of 
European imperialism, rather that a 400-years-old global conflict-regulation mechanism. As also these two 
rival leaders detested each other, Wilson continued ƻƴƭȅ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ IŜƳƛǎǇƘŜǊƛŎŀƭ ά/ƻǊƻƭƭŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
aƻƴǊƻŜ 5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŜέ (U.S. military interventions in the Caribbeans and Mexican Civil War), while constantly 
ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ ¢ƘΦ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ push for the U.S. to enter the 1914-18 Great War with the Allies to prevent a German 
victorious ƘŜƎŜƳƻƴȅΦ ¸ŜǘΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǎǘ one-ǎƛŘŜŘ άƴŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǎƳέ in 1914-17 (supplying only the 
Allies with loans, trade and military supplies, while not protesting the illegal Anglo-French naval blockade of 
άbŜǳǘǊŀƭέ ¦Φ{Φ ŎŀǊƎƻ ǘƻ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tƻǿŜǊǎ), he spectacularly betrayed ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ and 
WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ άbŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǎǘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎέ όtrade with both sides in any war to reap millions in profits while 
avoiding fatal involvements). To Germany, leadƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tƻǿŜǊǎΩ ǘƻ ŎǊǳǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŎƛǊŎƭƛƴƎ !ƭƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ 
War, the U.S. ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎƛŀƴǘΩǎ άƴŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǘȅέ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƘŀƳ as it was the main financier and war-supplier of the 
Allies, yet only a militarily weak Great Power pointlessly pursuing irrelelvant peace mediaitons.  
!ǎ ǘƘŜ YŀƛǎŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅ ƘŀŘ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴȅ ŘǳǊŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻ-German alignment with Th. 

Roosevelt and his successors, by April 1917 both American and German fatal misperceptions and strategic 
miscalculations, plus able British propaganda and espionage forced Wilson to join the Allies in World War 
I. In a year and a half by late-1918, the U.S. emerged as the dominant Allied Power and a global 
SuperPower with a massive, disciplined, green army of 10 million (of which only 3 million reached Europe 
ōȅ ǿŀǊΩǎ ŜƴŘύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ƴŀǾŀƭ ǇŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΦ1 
 

World War I Trench Warfare Phase C: Allies vs. Central Powers & !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ CƻǊŎŜ ό!Φ9ΦCΦύΣ мфмт-20 
5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ōƻǘƘ ¦Φ{Φ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ LǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴƛǎƳ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ муфуΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 

ŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎ άbŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǎƳέ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ǿŀǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǎƻŀǊƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǇǊƻŦƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛally the 
reality of a deeply divided nation where 25% of U.S. citizens and permanent foreign residents consisted of post-
1870s immigrants (both first and second generations with fluency in their language of origin) who during the 
Great War mostly sided patriotically with their ex-fatherlands (Americans of Anglo-Saxon, French, Russo-
Ukrainian, Slavic and Sino-Japanese origins backed the Allies and were galvanized by ex-tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ¢ƘΦ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ 
war advocacy against German hegemony, while the Central Powers were backed by ethnic Germans, Austro-
Hungarians, Scandinavians, Poles, Irish, Jews and ItaliansτǿƘƻ ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜŘ ǎƛŘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ мфмр ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǿŀǊύ ŀƴŘ 
ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛŘŜΦ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛŎ ŜȄǘƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀǎ ŀ morally-
pure and pacifist nation in the midst of a global war among all European Powers helped him keep rival domestic 
nationalisms at bay, while riding a national neutralist consensus to win re-election in 1916 by promising peace.2 

                                                           
1  J.M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ, p.145-166; H. Kissinger, Diplomacy, p.17-55 & 137-200; H.K. Beale, TH. Roosevelt, idem; 
A. Mombauer & W. Deist, eds., The Kaiser, p.143-295. 
2  Arthur S. Link, Wilson the Diplomatist (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1957); J. Keegan, First World War, p.175-257; G.J. Meyer, World 
Undone, p.626-665, 671-684; J.M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ Armed Forces, p.168-191; P. Simkins, G. Jukes & M. Hickley, First World War, p.45-118. 
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The wartime booming U.S. neutral trade with both rival alliances was drastically curtailed by late-1914 by 
ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜŘ ƴŀǾƛŜǎΩ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǘǊŀŘŜ ōƭƻŎƪŀŘŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ŀǎ ǿŀǊǘƛƳŜ άŎƻƴǘǊŀōŀƴŘέΣ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŀƴƎƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ 
starvation the Central Powers. As the Allied naval blockade was extended to all neutral countries and even 
ōƭƻŎƪŀŘŜŘ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ ǇƻǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tƻǿŜǊǎΣ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜ ¦Φ{Φ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 
threaten a counter-embargo against this Allied violation of neutrals trade rights with both sides of the war to 
force them to back down. Instead, Wilson was cornered into de facto acceptance of an ambiguous U.S. role as 
a non-ōŜƭƭƛƎŜǊŜƴǘ άŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜέ ǎǳō-contractor for the Allies through massive trade to fuel Allied war-efforts, 
rising Wall Street profits and war-loans ($11 billions by 1919), as well as strong diplomatic Allied pressures. 
!ƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ¦Φ{Φ άbŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǘȅέ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŀǊŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 

1812-15 Anglo-American War. In-turn, since early-1915 Germany responded with a counter-blockade of the Anglo-
CǊŜƴŎƘ Ŏƻŀǎǘǎ όƻǊ ά5ŜŀǘƘ ½ƻƴŜέ ŀǊŜŀύ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŀƛŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǿŜŀǇƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǿŀǊŦŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƪ мрлΣллл ǘƻƴǎ 
monthly of Allied shipping, despite its small number of U-Boote (27 in 1915 to 200 by 1917). All naviesτincluding 
the U.S.τhad developed submarines by the onset of World War I, although most funds went to the massive growth 
in naval warships (in 1914 the Anglo-Franco-Russian navies had 32 Dreadnought battleships, 54 pre-Dreadnought 
battleships, 11 battle-cruisers, 420 destroyers and PT-boats, plus 179 submarines vs. the Centrŀƭ tƻǿŜǊǎΩ мт 
Dreadnought battleships, 45 pre-Dreadnought battleships, 6 cruisers, 178 destroyers and PT-boats, plus 44 
submarines), which remained secluded in port as fleets in-being waiting for a decisive clash. Thus, as submarine 
cargo sinking rose, Allied merchant ships illegally hid by hoisting U.S. flags outside U.S. territorial waters, while 
²ƛƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ άƛƴƘǳƳŀƴŜέ ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŎƻƳōŀǘΣ ȅŜǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
Anglo-French blockade of U.S. and neutral trade with the Central Powers. Berlin in-turn increasingly saw the U.S. as 
a non-άƴŜǳǘǊŀƭέ ƘƻǎǘƛƭŜ tƻǿŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ ƪŜȅ ǿŀǊǘƛƳŜ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŜǊΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ¦Φ{Φ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ !ƭƭƛŜŘ 
infantry, air and ambulance units within Anglo-Canadian, French and Italian forces.1 

With the Balance of Power collapsed and German hegemony seemingly close to winning, Wilson grew 
frustrated in his international diplomatic efforts to mediate an armistice and force both Allies and Central 
Powers to declare their respective war-aims. Rebuffed diplomatically by all sides, in time a combination of 
skillful British propaganda and intelligence slowly swayed a pro-British Wilson against Germany, now seen by 
both parties led by Wilson and Th. Roosevelt as a major international threat to U.S. security if the Central 
tƻǿŜǊǎ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ .ŜǊƭƛƴΩǎ ƘŜƎŜƳƻƴȅ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ tƻǿŜǊ όǿƘƛŎƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƘŀŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
ǾƛƭƛŦƛŜŘύΦ !ǎ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¦Φ{Φ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǾŜƘŜƳŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ ŀǎ ōŀǊōŀǊƻǳǎ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ǝŀǎ 
and submarine warfare, yet did not protest Anglo-French restrictions to U.S. and neutral trade to the Central 
Powers, the crisis exploded with the May 1915 German U-Boote sinking off-British Ireland of the British 
Lusitania cruise-liner (that left New York ostensibly with 3,000 passengers and tourists, but also with a secret 
cargo of arms for the Allies as the Germans knew and had advertised with a full page on the New York Times 
not to board that ship) leaving 1,200 civilian dead including 124 Americans. With the U.S. cŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ άǇƛǊŀŎȅέ 
and threatening as ultimatum to enter the Great War alongside the Allies, the German government prevailed 
on its military and suspended unrestricted submarine warfare as demanded by Washington. 

However, the U.S. public opinion and President Wilson both hardened in their anti-German feelings, 
and slowly drifted towards combat pre-preparedness with the 1916 National Defense Act to ready the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎǊƻǎǎ-border raids and any future potential involvement in 
ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊΥ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ DǳŀǊŘΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфмс aŜȄƛŎŀƴ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ 
growth to 475,000 men, while the U.S. Army was capped at 175,000 in peacetime and 285,000 in war, 
plus a reserve (the U.S. Navy was planned at 156 warships, with 10 battleships, 16 cruisers, 50 destroyers 
and 67 submarines, but by 1917 only one-third was combat-ready and still lagging in trained crews).2 

                                                           
1 J. Keegan, First World War, p.175-257; G.J. Meyer, World Undone: Story of the Great War, p.626-665, 671-684, 689-715; J.M. 
Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ, p.168-191; P. Simkins, G. Jukes & M. Hickley, First World War, p.207-251, 267-327 & 344-348. 
2  H. Kissinger, Diplomacy, p.137-200; J. Keegan, First World War, p.175-257; G.J. Meyer, World Undone, p.626-665, 671-715; 
J.M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ, p.168-191; P. Simkins, G. Jukes & M. Hickley, First World War, p.207-251, 267-348. 
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Map 6Υ ά²9{¢9wb Cwhb¢ Lb ²hw[5 ²!w LΣ мфмп-мфмуέ1 

    
 

Then by January 1917 the Allies faced near-ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŀƭǎΥ  ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŀƳŜ wƻƳŀƴƛŀΩǎ 
defeat in 1916;  then Russia collapse in 1917 with two anti-war revolutions and a Communist take-over 
with civil war, which allowed Germany and Austria-Hungary to occupy the grain-rich Ukraine and nullify 
ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜŘ ƴŀǾŀƭ ōƭƻŎƪŀŘŜ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘǎǘǳŦŦΤ  ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ мфмт ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ άbƛǾŜƭƭŜ hŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜέ ƛƴ 
CǊŀƴŎŜ ǳƴƭŜŀǎƘŜŘ Ǌƛƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǘƛƴƛŜǎ ǇŀǊŀƭȅȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŀǊƳȅΤ  Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфмт LǘŀƭȅΩǎ /ŀǇoretto 
rout (12th Battle of the Isonzo with 305,000 casualties and 270,000 POW) and retreat 100 miles back to 
the Piave/Venice line with fears of imminent collapse forced Allied troops redeployments there; finally, 
the two failed British offensives at Ypres/Passchendaele (31 July-20 November 1917) with 300,000 British, 
8,500 French and 260,000 German casualties, and at Cambrai (20 November-7 December 1917) with the 
first indecisive use of 400 British tanks, plus 44,000 British and 50,000 German casualties that left the 
Allies nowhere and nearly-bankrupt. In this year of transitions (1917), the collapse of Russia loomed as 
the most decisive event that could turn the tides of the Great War, and it spurred the German Command 
to four fateful decisions:   
1) to full defeat of Russia and securing vast Russo-Ukrainian lands to feed starving Austro-German 

populations (the March 1918 Brest-Litowsk Peace Treaty with Russia recognized the independence of 
Poland, Baltic states, FƛƴƭŀƴŘΣ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎΩύΤ 

2) increase the amount of German troops (retrained as Stormtroopers for infiltration offensives) 
redeployed to the Italo-Austrian Front to jointly launch with Austria-Hungary a second surprise 
offensive (like in 1916) to stop the slow Italian advances (12 Battles of the Isonzo in 1915-17) and 
finally quickly break its back with a possible rout of the surprised entire Italian Army (as it happened 
in October 1917 with the Caporetto Rout) to force Rome out of the war; 

3) to redeploy in a year most German forces from the Eastern to Western Fronts after retraining them as 
Stormtroopers to then defeat the Allies in France in a series of 1918 Spring Offensives, before any 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ άƎǊŜŜƴέ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΤ 

4) to resume unrestricted submarine warfare to sink most Allied merchant shipping and starve in-turn 
Great Britain until it too would accept peace, despite the likely parallel entry into war of America.2 

                                                           
1 aŀǇ сΥ ά²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ CǊƻƴǘ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ мфмп-мфмуέ ƛƴ Wikipedia (universal copyright), modified by the author. 
2 J.M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ, p.168-191; P. Simkins, G. Jukes & M. Hickley, First World War, p.207-251, 267-327, 
344-348; J. Keegan, First World War, p.175-257; G.J. Meyer, World Undone, p.626-665, 671-684, 689-715. 
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Maps 7 & 8Υ άITALIAN FRONT & EASTERN FRONT IN WORLD WAR I, 1917-1фмуέ1 

 
 

However, both Germany and the Allies believed most likely that all these events and especially submarine 
warfare would finally draw America into war to rescue the West, yet the German Military Command dismissed 
any serious impact from hasty-mobilized, green U.S. troops arriving to the front too late and in too small 
ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦ 9ǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŘŀƳŀƎƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ DŜǊƳŀƴ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ !ǊǘƘǳǊ ½ƛƳƳŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ŀǊǊƻƎŀƴǘ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ 
and belief that his secret proposal to Mexico in early-1917 of an anti-U.S. wartime alliance (offering Texas, New 
Mexico and Arizona) would corner Washington into non-ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ 
wiretaps of U.S.-ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά½ƛƳƳŜǊƳŀƴ 
¢ŜƭŜƎǊŀƳέ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŎƛǇƛǘŀǘŜ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ǿŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ƻƴ с !ǇǊƛƭ мфмтΦ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ƎŀƭǾŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎƛƴƎ !ƭƭƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ 

losses, mutinies and defeats. However, all Powers agreed that the herculean task of rapidly building and arming 
America would take time, while also requiring massively expanding the U.S. Navy and merchant marine to ship 
troops to Europe (both strategic and logistical issues well known to Mahan and U.S. navalists, but never funded 
adequately by Congress). Under Admiral William Sims (Commander U.S. Naval Forces in Europe) the Allies formed 
large convoys escorted by cruisers and destroyers against German submarines now at 300 units and sinking 
875,000 tons. by April 1917. By October 1917 Allied convoys and escorts had turned the tide cutting sinking to 
400,000 tons. and 278,000 tons by April 1918, while the U.S. Navy rose meteorically in just two years to 2,000+ 
warships in late-1918, 520,000 sailors, 50,000 U.S. Marines and global parity with the British Royal Navy since 1919.2 

Wilson immediately deployed the hero of the inconclusive Mexican Expedition, General John Pershing and a 
ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƻ tŀǊƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ Ǿŀǎǘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ-
complex (out of the U.S. arms industries trading with the Allies) and nation-wide training infrastructures based 
ƻƴ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΩ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŘǊŀŦǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ Ŧƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƳŜƴ ŀƎŜ му-to-45 (45% of total at 24 million 
registered). Naturally, veteran Allied Commands requested that all incoming U.S. troops be broken-up and 

                                                           
1 aŀǇǎ т ϧ уΥ άLǘŀƭƛŀƴ CǊƻƴǘ ϧ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ CǊƻƴǘ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ мфмт-муέ ƛƴ Wikipedia (universal copyright), modified by author. 
2  A. Mombauer & W. Deist, eds., The Kaiser, p.63-90, 143-175 & 195-240; M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ, p.168-191; J. 
Keegan, First World War, p.175-257; G.J. Meyer, World Undone: Story of the Great War, p.626-665, 671-684, 689-715; P. 
Simkins, G. Jukes & M. Hickley, First World War, p. 267-327 & 344-348; Stephen Howarth, To Shining Sea: a History of the U.S. Navy, 
1775-1991 (New York: Random House, 1991). 
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integrated piecemeal into existing Anglo-French armies as replacement fillers for their horrendous losses, but 
except 4 Black regiments loaned to France, Pershing steadfastly refused. Instead, he strove to build in a year an 
integrated autonomous U.S. Army Corps prior to any combat, while answering only to President Wilson and 
Secretary of War Newton Baker, instead of the Army Chiefs of Staff. Thus, only after a year and a half the new 
U.S. Armed Forces were finally deployed by the end of the Great War with 4.8 million men (on 6-months training 
for men and 3-months for officers, followed by 2-months combat-training in Europe on trench warfare), of which 
over 2 million in 42 Infantry Divisions were sent to Europe as the American Expeditionary Force (A.E.F.):  the first 
рлΣллл ¦Φ{Φ ά5ƻǳƎƘōƻȅǎέ ōȅ WǳƴŜ-Cŀƭƭ мфмт ŀǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎΩǎ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ŦƻǊŎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ мплΣллл ƴŜǿ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ 
arrived in May-June 1918 reaching 1 million by Summer and a second million by November 1918 (including 
200,000 Black soldiers in segregated units), plus 16,000 men to Russian Siberia to shadow the local Japanese 
occupation force and 2 million soldiers Stateside under training. 

In a rush for time before the renewed Allied naval blockade would break German morale, German Eastern 
Front units were transferred West and special-trained as Stormtroopers for special operations attacks in the 
1918 Spring-Summer Offensives seeking to break through the Anglo-French armies and forcing them to 
surrender before the arrival of large U.S. forces: the first on 21 March-5 April on the Somme to reach the 
Channel ports; then in May two more offensives in Flanders and in Argonne on the Chemin des Dames north 
of Paris, where the German breakthrough close to Reims brought them once again at just 50 miles from Paris 
during the Second Battle of the Marne (15 July-6 August 1918) followed by later Allied counter-offensives. 
Especially in the area west of Reims 85,000 U.S. troops and Marines first saw combat alongside the French at 
Château Thierry, Belleau Woods and Cantigny, distinguishing themselves (with the 38th U.S. Infantry 
Regiment/3rd 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άwƻŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƴŜέύ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ !ƭƭƛŜŘ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
successful German advance by 17 July at the high cost of 10,000 casualties (including the death of aviator 
Quentin Roosevelt, son of interventionist ex-President Th. Roosevelt). According to German Commander Erich 
Ǿƻƴ [ǳŘŜƴŘƻǊŦŦΥ ά!ƭƭ ώDŜǊƳŀƴϐ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ώŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƴŜϐ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜption of 
one division on our right wing [where] it met with the unexpectedly stubborn and active resistance of fresh 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǘǊƻƻǇǎΦέ bƛƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ¦Φ{Φ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ όнрлΣллл ƳŜƴύ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƴŜ ŀƴŘ !ƳƛŜƴǎ ǎŀƭƛŜƴǘ 
under French overall command where they helped the Allies stop two more German offensives in July-to-6 
August 1918, leaving the enemy stalled and exhausted. The Second Battle of the Marne ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎΩ casualties 
were very high: 133,000 Allies (of which 95,165 French, 16,550 British, 12,000 U.S. and 9,350 Italians) vs. 
139,000 German casualties and 29,370 POWs.1 

The successful German offensives failed however in breaking the Allies and destroying their forces in 
combat, while the lack of more trained Stormtroopers reserves compared to the bulk of German regular 
Infantry just holding the line, left them all exposed to the planned Allied counter-offensives. Although, the 
U.S. still had the least amount of troops on the ground in early-1918 its dominant economic influence and 
massive military build-ǳǇ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŀǊ-effort 
through an integrated Allied Field Command among the rival Entente Powers, by proposing as Supreme 
Allied Commander Ferdinand Foch of France (supported by Generals Douglŀǎ IŀƛƎ ŦƻǊ DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ .Φ9ΦCΦΣ 
the hero of Verdun Henri-tƘƛƭƛǇǇŜ tŞǘŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ CǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{ΦΩ !Φ9ΦCΦύΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŘŜŜǇ 
differences in languages and independent command among the main four Allied Powers (an Italian infantry 
contingent had been recently sent to France, while Japan only kept a symbolical naval squadron), French 

                                                           
1  Quote: German Commander Erich von Ludendorff ƛƴ ά5ƻǳƎƘōƻȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊέ ǎŜŜ http://www.worldwar1.com/dbc/2marne.htm; Wikipedia, 
ά{ŜŎƻƴŘ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƴŜΣ мфмуέ ǎŜŜΥ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Battle_of_the_MarneΤ WƛƳ ¸ŀǊŘƭŜȅΣ ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
Americans Turned the Tideτ{ŜŎƻƴŘ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƴŜέ ƛƴ New York Times (26 June 2014), see: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/27/world/europe/world-war-i-second-battle-of-the-marne.html; P. Simkins, G. Jukes & M. 
Hickley, First World War, p.110-180 & 190-195; M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ, p.168-191; J. Keegan, First World War, p.257-
400; G.J. Meyer, World Undone: Story of the Great War, p.626-665, 671-684 & 689-715; Charles Heller & William Stofft, eds., 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ .ŀǘǘƭŜǎΣ мттс-1965 (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1986). 

http://www.worldwar1.com/dbc/2marne.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Battle_of_the_Marne
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/27/world/europe/world-war-i-second-battle-of-the-marne.html
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General Foch succeeded in coordinating coalition land forces into a sequential triple counter-offensive 
relying also on good intelligence on German forces and objectives:  on the Aisne-Marne (18 July-16 
September 1918) by France and Anglo-French attacking with 400 British tanks the Amiens salient (8 August) 
pushing back the Germans, while the French and A.E.F. attacked the Oise-Aisne and Marne salient (18 
August-16 September) with Pershing deploying the entire A.E.F. in Lorraine for a joint U.S.-French attack on 
{ǘΦ aƛƘƛŜƭ όмн {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊύ ǿƛǘƘ нпоΣллл ά5ƻǳƎƘōƻȅǎέ ƛƴ ф ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ нсл ǘŀƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ мΣрлл ōƛǇƭŀƴŜǎΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ 
by four French divisions, with 7,000 U.S. casualties and 16,000 German POWs.1 

 

Maps 9 & 10Υ άWESTERN FRONT & A.E.F. Lb ²hw[5 ²!w LΣ мфмуέ2 

 
 

Thereafter, a final Allied triple counter-offensive ensued (26 September-5 November 1918) planned to force 
a collapse of all German forces in France and push them back to the border, while losing their supplies and being 
unable to fight further. The French held the center, the British the north at Cambrai/St. Quentin, and the U.S. 
moved 600,000 men from St. Mihiel to the difficult Meuse-Argonne Forest area 50 miles away in just 14 days. 
There the A.E.F. augmented to 1,200,000 men fought 47 days against 47 German divisions defeating them 
through the very fortified Argonne Forest to the Meuse at the cost of 120,000 U.S. casualties, while other U.S. 
forces supported a French move towards Sedan. German forces were now spent, at low morale and unable to 
launch any more offensives, but still formidable on the defensive and withdrew only gradually under Allied 
pressure leaving behind all their wartime supplies. The impact of the Great Influenza in killing German 
malnourished trench troops has not been explored yet in Historiography, but sufficient circumstantial accounts 
exist to suspect this reinforced the inability of Western Front German forces to launch any further offensive after 
the depletion of their more motivated Eastern Stormtroopers in 1918.  

It became clear to the Berlin government that the inability to win the war with one final mighty offensive to 
force the Allies to terms, coupled with the blockade starving the population at home, required an immediate end 
to the Great War, also because the A.E.F. had reached 2 million fresh men by November 1918 and 2 million more 
U.S. soldiers would arrive in Europe by early-1919, with more still training at home. Additionally, although the 
German Army ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ CǊƻƴǘ όCƛƴƭŀƴŘΣ .ŀƭǘƛŎǎΣ tƻƭŀƴŘΣ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎΩΣ 

                                                           
1 Russel F. Weigley, The American Way of War (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1973). 
2 aŀǇǎ ф ϧ млΥ ά²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ CǊƻƴǘ ϧ !Φ9ΦCΦ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ мфмуέ ƛƴ Wikipedia (universal copyright), modified by the author. 
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Ukraine, Romania) against any Soviet Russian offensive or local opposition, Berlin could not spare more forces to 
help Vienna to stave-ƻŦŦ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǾƛŎtorious Vittorio-Veneto Offensive of Fall 1918 which rapidly reconquered all 
her lost territories and precipitated the rapid disintegration of Austria-Hungary. At the same time, the 1918 
Anglo-Arab offensives in Palestine and Mesopotamia brought to collapse also the Ottoman-Turkish Empire. 

In the end, U.S. prestige as global SuperPower was enhanced by its economic reservoir of aid for all 
9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŜŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ new diplomatic 
offensive to force ōƻǘƘ !ƭƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tƻǿŜǊǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ Ƙƛǎ LŘŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ άмп tƻƛƴǘǎ aŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻέ ŀǎ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ 
an equitable post-war settlement and world peace (this had always been the main focus of Wilsonian 
diplomacy since 1917, to the detriment of U.S. military strategy wholly left in the hands of General 
tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ Cŀƭƭ мфму ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎΣ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ǇǊƻƴƎǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ 
ŎƻƴǾŜǊƎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ. The 11 November 1918 Armistice ended the Great 
War with the Centraƭ tƻǿŜǊǎΩ slow collapse: Germany accepted defeat in the West, although she still 
dominated the East up Finland, while political turmoil at home ushered a fragile Weimar Republic against 
Communist revolts and domestic military-nationalist backlash, followed by the disintegration of both the 
Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman-Turkish Empires in ethnic revolutions, secessions and political turmoil.1 

World War I total casualty figures vary a lot over uncertain data and destroyed records, with estimates 
ranging from 41-to-15-to-9 millions casualties, including 23 million wounded (Wikipedia), while total 
deaths range from a presumed high of 18-to-10,8 millions (Wikipedia) to a presumed low of 8,5-to-
5,142,630 millions (U.S. Department of Justice). The AlliesΩ total loss are 6,434,000/5,187,000 dead and 
12,8/11,6 millions wounded vs. the Central Powers at 4,39/3,38 millions dead and 8,75/8,39 millions 
wounded. The top-most figures include on both sides 3-to-2 millions military dead of accidents and illness 
(although no figures discriminate the impact of the Great Influenza on both sides in 1918-19), plus 6 
millions Missing-in-Action (M.I.A.) mostly presumed dead and never identified. Thus, the total military 
death are two-thirds combat-related (8-to-7 millions killed or died of wounds) and one-third deaths for 
illness, accidents and captivity (3-to-2 millions), followed by total civilian deaths ranging from 6,5-to-5,3-
to-4,6 millions, augmented by an additional 6 millions civilian deaths over war-related deprivations, 
starvation and illness (due to Allied naval blockaŘŜ ŀƴŘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ǊŜǘŀƭƛŀǘƻǊȅ U-Boote campaign). To this 
we must even add the pointless ideological horror of the Armenian Genocide by the Ottoman-Turks on 
their Christina subjects suspected of disloyalty: 1,8 millions Armenian dead, plus countless Christian 
Assyrian and Greeks killed in 1916-1921.  

Among the Central Power, Germany had 2-to-1,808,550 dead and 4,247,000 wounded; Austria-Hungary 
lost 1,494,000-to-1,2 million-to-1,086,000-to-905,000 dead, of which 181,000 M.I.A. and 90% of its 
mobilized force of 7,8 millions as casualties, sick, POWs and 3,6 millions wounded;  the Ottoman-Turkish 
Empire lost 772/325,000 dead and 764/400,000 wounded. Instead, among the Allied Great Powers, France 
suffered 1,397,800 dead out of 5 millions casualties; Great Britain and the British Empire (mostly Canada, 
Australia, South Africa and India) had 887,900 and 1,1 million/947,000 dead respectively out of 3,260,600 
total casualties, of which 2,690,000 concentrated on the Western Front, plus non-battle sickness 
casualties for the B.E.F. at 3,528,500 (including the άGreat Influenzaέ by 19181-19); Russia had 2,54/1,7 
millions dead or 57% of its mobilized forces (yet historians of the East acknowledge that those figures are 
much higher, given the inability of Russia to account for all losses and the destruction of its archives during 
the 1917 retreats and Bolshevik Revolution) with 3,409,400 POWs; Italy 651,000 dead and 947,000 
wounded; and finally the U.S. ά5ƻǳƎƘōƻȅǎέ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ǘŀƭƭƛŜŘ ŀǘ 116,700/115,660 dead (of which 54,000 in 
combat) out of 325,876 casualties (including 204,000 wounded) or 7% of its A.E.F. of 4,355,000 sent to 
Europe in 1917-мфмфΦ DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ƻŦ ¦Φ{Φ ά5ƻǳƎƘōƻȅǎέ ό{ǇǊƛƴƎ-Fall 1918) and 

                                                           
1  R.F. Weigley, The American Way of War, p.159-205; M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ, p.168-191; J. Keegan, First World War, p.400-
427; G.J. Meyer, World Undone, p.689-715; P. Simkins, G. Jukes & M. Hickley, First World War, p.110-140; T. Harry Williams, History of 
American Wars: Colonial to World War I (New York: Knopf, 1981), p.343-415. 
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hŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ wƘƛƴŜƭŀƴŘ όмфмф-20s), as well as their higher food-rations compared to the 
meager-Ǌŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tƻǿŜǊǎΩ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƴƻƴ-combat casualties at 121,876 
most be attributed in largest-part to illness rather than accidents, and that means prevalently the sudden 
impact of the άGreat Influenzaέ (heavily censored in the U.S. and Allied media, with contemporaries 
wrongly-ŘǳōōƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇŀƴƛǎƘ LƴŦƭǳŜƴȊŀέ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƛƴ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ {Ǉŀƛƴ could not be censored).1 

Indeed, the horrendous war-time death-toll was followed in parallel by the terrifying post-war casualties of 
the Communist/Russian Civil War of 1917-21 (5 millions) and especially the silent global pandemic of the U.S.-
originated Avian άGreat Influenzaέ of 1917-21, which spread like lightning from Haskell County in the State of 
Kansas to its local U.S. Army Camp Funston and then spread as lightning to many U.S. training bases and to all 
major Mid-West and East Coast cities during Bond-parades of U.S. troops from where U.S. troops and ships were 
deployed to Europe and abroad, followed by the movement ƻŦ ǳƴǎǳǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘ ά5ƻǳƎƘōƻȅǎέ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
the Western Front among Allied and German soldiers, and then throughout the malnourished European civilian 
populations, as well as world-wide through Allied merchant sea-ways and colonial war-supplies, secretly killing 
50-to-100 millions military and civilians globally in 1917-21, with half-a-billion infected according to 2004-2020 
research and statistical estimates, while military censorship kept this unfathomable new terror under wraps until 
the 1990s. Among its countless victims we can now attribute also the death of Canadian Trench-poet Doctor 
John McCrae όŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ άLƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ CƛŜƭŘǎέ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭƛŜŘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎύ, and the illness of U.S. 
Trench-poet John Allan Wyeth, as well as U.S. President Wilson mysterious Fall 1919 illness in Paris during the 
Versailles Peace Conference, from which he recovered slowly, although current historians now credit also to the 
άGreat Influenzaέ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ illness and erratic passivity to Allied punishment of Germany.2 

Geo-politically, World War I destroyed four empires (Czarist Russia, Ottoman-Turkey, Austria-Hungary 
and Germany) and secretly undermined long-term domestic democratic stability in Weimar Germany, 
Liberal Italy, Japan and France, while elevating America to the rank of SuperPower and leader of the 
ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ !ƭƭƛŜǎ όƻǊ ά²Ŝǎǘέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ƻŦ /ȊŀǊƛǎǘ wǳǎǎƛŀ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ ǊŞƎƛƳŜ 
preaching revolutionary collapse against the capitalist West). Yet, the WestΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 
ƘƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǿŀǊ ƘŀŘ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘ CǊŀƴŎŜΣ DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΣ Lǘŀƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
Portugal from certain defeat, had the U.S. instead remained neutral. In-turn, winners and losers, as well 
as all European masses saw U.S. President Wilson as the new benevolent balancer of world affairs and 
harbinger of a new era of prosperous peace and democratic values. Yet, President Wilson was a very 
flawed leader for both America and the Allies, even after he jettisoned U.{Φ άbŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǎƳέ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ 
Idealist Crusader: on one hand, his rigid moral and Protestant religious fundamentalist upbringing 
permeated his strong sense of self-ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ άƳŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊέ ǘƻ ōŜ ¦Φ{Φ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
into accepting peace and free-trade as imposed by America to fit her own self-image of economic success, 
domestic peace and legal order; on the other, his extreme micro-management and Formal-Isolated 
Presidential decision-making style aggravated his refusal to delegate to his government or Aides and never 
ƭŜŦǘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻǊ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǳǇƻƴΦ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ȊŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ άмп tƻƛƴǘǎ aŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻέ ŀƴŘ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ 
eliminate once and for all both Isolationism and the imperialist Balance of Power system of limited wars, 
in favour of Wilsonian Idealism grounded in traditional American democratic values, free-trade, world 
peace, International Law, national self-determination and disarmament. 

                                                           
1 M. Morris, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ Forces, p.168-191; J. Keegan, First World War, p.400-427; P. Simkins, G. Jukes & M. Hickley, First World 
War, p.346-опуΤ ά²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L /ŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎέ in Wikipedia, see: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I_casualtiesΤ ά²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L 
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Despite all U.S. diplomatic promises and blandishments to the defeated Central Powers in 1917-18, at 
Versailles by 1919 Wilson had to accept very punitive peace treaty to sway the embittered European Allies 
into accepting the League of Nations: the AlliesΩ diktat forced all defeated countries to lose their Great 
Power status, lands, militaries and resources under the very punitive Versailles, Sèvres, Trianon and 
Lausanne Peace Treaties of 1919-нлΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ±ŜǊǎŀƛƭƭŜǎ ά.ƛƎ ¢ƘǊŜŜέ ό¦Φ{Φ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ .Ǌitish 
Premier David Lloyd-George and French President Georges Clemanceau) combined their shared goal of 
destroying Germany as a hegemon (disarmament, excessive reparations, loss of 10% of her lands, denial 
of ethnic merger with Austrians and Sudeten Germans) with reshaping the post-war global order along 
²ƛƭǎƻƴƛŀƴ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ LŘŜŀƭƛǎƳΦ .ŜƘƛƴŘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ 
bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ŀƴŘ ƪŜȅ !ƭƭƛŜǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
remained in control as guarantors of the post-war Versailles security settlement and of the League of 
bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ όōŀǎŜŘ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǾŀΣ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘύ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ Ƴŀƛƴ !ƭƭƛŜǎ ό¦Φ{Φ!ΦΣ DǊŜŀǘ 
Britain, France, Italy and Japan). Finally, Wilson also hŀŘ ǘƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
Collective Security with two bilateral permanent peacetime alliances (U.S.-Great Britain and U.S.-France) 
ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴȅ 
future German resurgence in a potential World War II (and also banish any U.S. Isolationist temptation).1 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ōƻƭŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ LŘŜŀƭƛǎǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ōȅ 

ex-President Th. Roosevelt as leader of the wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ {ŜƴŀǘŜΥ ōȅ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ 
psychologico-religious intransigent moralism and refusal to compromise, the Senate rejected the 
Versailles Treaty with its attached League of Nations and U.S.-Anglo-French peacetime alliances, while 
both Th. Roosevelt and Wilson campaigned to win over the public in the 1920 Presidential election. 
Instead, both rival visions crashed: Th. Roosevelt died of a heart attack and Wilson was paralyzed by a 
ǎǘǊƻƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴǎΩ ŀǇǇŜŀl to the masses to return to a prosperous neo-
LǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴƛǎƳ όά.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ bƻǊƳŀƭŎȅέύ ōȅ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴƛƴƎ ¦Φ{Φ ǇǊŜ-eminence in the world and control of the 
League of Nations, as well as permanent alliances with Great Britain and France (all jettisoned by the U.S. 
{ŜƴŀǘŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-ratification in 1920-21 of the Versailles Peace Treaty)!  

Adrift in Isolation under weak Republican Presidents (who trapped in Isolation could only secretly bolster 
financially the League of Nations and German war reparations), then savaged by the 1929 Great Depression, 
ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ǿŀǎ ǳƴǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ 
into irrelevance under the totalitarian threat from both the extreme-Left (Communism under the Soviet 
¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀύ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ-Right (Nazi-Fascism in Italy and Germany, supported by Imperial Japan). It 
would be again another Roosevelt, Franklin Delano, who renewed America as a nation and international 
LŘŜŀƭƛǎƳ ŀǎ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ±ƛŎŜ-President nominee in 1920, then Governor of New York in the 1920s and finally 
U.S. President for four unprecedented terms in office (1933-45) through the Great Depression and New Deal, 
then World War II and creating the United Nations (as successor to the League of Nations) for a second post-
war (and equally futile) peace-settlement based on U.S.-led Allied dominance and Collective Security. Although 
the U.N. and World Governance remain still today as the best practical symbols of Wilsonian Idealism (in itself 
one of the dominant Theories of International Relations as Idealism/Neo-[ƛōŜǊŀƭƛǎƳΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ wŜŀƭƛǎƳΩǎ 
reliance on military-economic Power and alliances), its vulnerability to systematic vetoes by the five 
permanent members of the U.N. Security Council (mostly the USSR/Russia) marginalized Collective Security in 
the Cold War and recently since 2012. Thus, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎƻ-politico-ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ άǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ƎƭƻōŀƭƛǎƳέ ŀǎ Ƴŀƛƴ 
SuperPower and leader was finally consolidated in the Cold War (1946-90) crusade against the USSR and 
Communism, while preserving security in a divided Europe through the longest peacetime alliance in historyτ
the U.S.-led TransAtlantic Alliance (North Atlantic Treaty Organization/NATO).2 

                                                           
1  H. Kissinger, Diplomacy, p.17-55, 201-265; John Stoessinger, Crusaders & Pragmatists: Movers of American Foreign Policy (New York: 
bƻǊǘƻƴΣ мфтфύΣ ǎŜŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ά²ƻƻŘǊƻǿ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΥ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ²ƻǊƭŘέ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ±ŜǊǎŀƛƭƭŜǎ tŜŀŎŜ Treaty; Jerald A. 
Combs, ed., Realist, Nationalist & Radical: Three Views of American Foreign Policy (New York: 1972); A.S. Link, Wilson Diplomatist, p.200-276. 
2  Peter Collier & David Horowitz, The Roosevelts: an American Saga (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994); Kelly-Kate Pease, 
International Organizations (New York: Longman, 2012); H. Kissinger, Diplomacy, p.157-200; J. Stoessinger, Crusaders & Pragmatists, 
/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ά²Φ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜǊέΤ WΦ!Φ /ƻƳōǎΣ ŜŘΦΣ Realist, Nationalist & Radical, p.200-245; A.S. Link, Wilson the Diplomatist, p.200-276. 
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/ƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΥ !Φ9ΦCΦ ŀǎ CƻǊŜǊǳƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ wƛǎe as Global SuperPower 
America entered the Great War reluctantly, but in just a year and a half of mobilization the green A.E.F. 

proved its impact in six months of intense combat until victory in 1918, achieving combat equality in 
modern tactics, logistics and modern weapons with veteran European Powers, while flooding the Western 
Front with weapons, materiel and massive, fresh U.S. forces όά5ƻǳƎƘōƻȅǎέύ ǘƻ turn the tide of World War 
I. 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ !Φ9ΦCΦΩǎ ǎƭƻǿ ŘŜƳƻōƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфмф-21 and return to neo-IsolatƛƻƴƛǎƳ όά.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ bƻǊƳŀƭŎȅέύΣ 
these lessons-learned of mobilization, combat, logistics and technology were fully reapplied in shaping 
the modern U.S. military in a cataclysmic World War II (1939-45) where 11 million U.S. άG.I.sέ fought and 
again proved decisive leadership for Allied victory. 

A century after the rival interlocking alliances of World War I (1914-18) destroyed the Great Powers 
ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ {ǳǇŜǊtƻǿŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL 
(1939-45) to the Cold War (1946-флύ ŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƘŀƻǘƛŎ Ǉƻǎǘ-Cold War (1990-2020s), as well as the vital 
guarantor of European security through the U.S.-led NATO Alliance (which defended a divided Western 
Europe during the Cold War from internal nationalistic rivalries and external Soviet/Russian communist 
threats of World War III, while securing a united Europe in the post-Cold War enlarged to ex-Communist 
foes of East Europe).1 
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U.S. Marines Corps in World War I with the American Expeditionary Force 

by Lieutenant-Colonel David G. Henderson, U.S. Marine Corps (Retired) 
 
 
 
ABSTRACT:  The U.S. Marine /ƻǊǇǎΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L όмфмп-18) was totally unplanned: the U.S. 
War Department in Washington, D.C. had an archaic national defense administration led by the U.S. Army 
who had operational control also over U.S. Navy forces, with no specific input on how the U.S. Marine Corps 
could share combat in Europe. With the German offensives in 1917 and early-1918, the U.S. Army under 
full-mobilization felt the shortage of vital infantry personnel to join the fighting in France through the 
American Expeditionary Force (AEF). The training pipeline was not there to surge additional divisions of Army 
ƛƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦ Lƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǊǘŦŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǎǳǊƎŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
infantry divisions, General John J. Pershing the Commander of the AEF, remained strongly reluctance to 
allow the U.S. Marines to join Allied Forces in Europe until late-Spring 1917 when French, British and Italian 
were unable to stop mounting German offensives. Thereafter, in just 17-months, the U.S. Marines Corps 
expanded three-fold, adapted its naval warfighting capabilities to several large-sized infantry battles in the 
trenches faced by the Allies and the AEF, fighting with a ferocity that earned them the German nickname of 
Teufelhunden όάDevil Dogsέ), earning many medals and developing the basis of modern combat as an élite 
and highly mobile sea-land amphibious and armored expeditionary force, effectively displayed from the 
beaches of World War II (1939-1945) to the deserts of the Gulf Wars (1990-1991 and 2003). 
 
 
 

Introduction 
¢ƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ aŀǊƛƴŜ /ƻǊǇǎΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ 

entry into a war that had been going on for over three years. Although there was a War Department in 
Washington, D.C., in what might ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ŦƻǊŜǊǳƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
administered under the U.S. Army that also held operational control over U.S. Navy forces. Because of this 
national defense arrangement, it is unclear if the War Department had any specific input on the why, how 
or when the U.S. Marine Corps would enter the fray in Europe. 

With the German offensives in 1917 and early-1918, the U.S. Army started to feel the shortage of 
additional infantry personnel needed to join the fighting in France as part of the American Expeditionary 
Force, or AEF as it was commonly called. The training pipeline was not there to surge additional divisions 
of Army infantry into the war effort. In spite of this shortfall in Army forces, led by Commander of the 
American Expeditionary Force, General John J. Pershing, and his strong reluctance to allow the Marines to 
join the Allies and AEF in Europe, the Army initially sought to delay their entry.  Then, since late-Spring of 
1917, due to the waning fortunes of the French and British in stopping the mounting German offensives 
(followed in Fall 1917 first by the collapse of the half of the Italian Alpine Front after the rout of Caporetto 
and then the disintegration of Russian forces after the anti-war Bolshevik-Communist Revolution), the U.S. 
War Department and AEF General Pershing realized there was no other choice, but to add the U.S. Marines 
to shore-up the American Expeditionary Force.  

 
The U.S. Marines Corps Prior to World War I  

Going back briefly in history, it is important to note that the Marines Corps had almost been 
ordered out of existence under two previous Presidents.  The first incidence occurred in 1908, when 
Republican President TƘŜƻŘƻǊŜ ά¢eddy" Roosevelt introduced an Executive Decision (n.369) based on a 
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request by a Navy Admiral friend, to remove all Marine detachments from Navy ships.1  While this caught 
the Navy and Marine Corps by surprise, fortunately Marines Brigadier-DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ƳŜŘƭŜȅ .ǳǘƭŜǊΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ 
was the Chairman of the Naval Affairs Committee in Congress and when it came before his Committee to 
implement, he was successful in not only quashing this decision, but introduced legislation preserving 
Marines aboard ships well into the future. As it soon turned out, the Marine Corps would soon face 
another adversary when Republican Vice-President Howard Taft was elected President to succeed a 
ǊŜǘƛǊƛƴƎ ά¢ŜŘŘȅέ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΦ  IŜ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ bŀǾȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻuld like to 
see the U.S. Marine /ƻǊǇǎ άǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎƭŜǎǎ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅέ ōŜŦƻre he left office.2 

Prior to the U.S. entry into World War I, the Marine Corps and the Navy had developed and 
implemented what they called the Advanced Base Force (ABF) Concept by December of 1913. This 
organization was formed at the Philadelphia Navy Yard and was designed to provide Marine forces to set 
up mobile and fixed bases in the event of major landings within and beyond the territorial United States.  
U.S. Marines were organized into Regiments of 3,600 men each, based on 3 Infantry Battalions of 1,100 
each, plus a Regimental Machine-Gun Company and a Headquarters & Service Company. The composition 
of the ABF was to have two standing Marines Regiments, a Fixed Defense Regiment and a Mobile Defense 
Regiment comprised of a mix of infantry, engineers, communications units, artillery, plus self-defense 
batteries and machine-gun companies ready for quick deployment anywhere abroad as needed. Within 
the first three years the number of Regiments grew to five more (5th, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th) with a Marines 
Aviation Company added in February of 1917.  While little realized at the time, the ABF concept became 
ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǊǳƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƴŜǎ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ CƻǊŎŜǎ όa9Cύ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀ 
all over the world as needed.3 

In 1916, The Naval Appropriations Bill authorized doubling the strength of the Marine Corps which 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ сфо ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ мтΣплл ŜƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
entry into the War in Europe, the U.S. Marine Corps rapidly expanded to almost 30,000 with an additional 
authorization for the first time of 6,773 Reserve Marines and another 305 Women Marines, or Marinettes, 
who would handle administrative duties on the Home-front.  
 

            
 
 

                                                           
1 Murphy, Jack, History of the U.S. Marines (North Dighton, MA: World Publications Group, 2002). 
2 Murphy, Jack, History of the U.S. Marines, idem. 
3 Hearn, George G., An Illustrated History of the United States Marine Corps (London, United Kingdom: Salamander Books, 2002) 
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Marine Aviation 
At the start of World War I, the U.S. Marine Corps aviation was in its fledgling stages training with 

both the Army and Navy from 1913 forward, while attempting to create its own home flying base for 
training and operations in the process. The Navy decided that the Marines would be best suited to flying 
seaplanes as opposed to land planes so they ordered them to receive training with Navy squadrons flying 
the Curtiss R-6 Torpedo Seaplane (below).  

 

 
Curtiss R-6 Seaplanes 

 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ bŀǾȅΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƛƴ aŀǊƛƴe pilots only in seaplanes, it became 
important to the Marines to also train in land planes which they did first with the Army, and then with the 
Navy, then on their own. During that time training was costly, as the aircraft available for training were 
both poorly constructed and hard to maintain. As a result, they spent most of their time repairing 
damaged aircraft resulting from crashes, as they did gaining flying time in the air.  

In July 1918, the Marines stood up the 1st Marine Aviation Force under the command of Major Alfred 
Cunningham, Naval Aviator #5, with 122 officers and 654 enlisted men and 4 squadrons of DH-4 DeHavilland 
Biplanes, three squadrons of which were embarked on the USS De Kalb arriving at the end of July in Brest, 
France before proceeding to their assigned aerodrome between Calais and Dunkirk. In addition, a seaplane 
squadron designated as the 1st Marine Aeronautical Company comprised of 12 officers and 133 enlisted 
personnel, was sent to the Naval Base at Punta Delgado, Azores. They would join with the Navy flying the 
Curtiss R-6 Seaplane over the Atlantic searching for and destroying German U-Boats.1 

Due to a delay in receiving its full complement of DH-4 aircraft, a squadron of which had 
inadvertently been shipped to England, and in order not to lose its flying edge, Major Cunningham 
contacted the British Royal Air Corps at the Calais Aerodrome and requested permission to fly any DH-пΩǎ 
available until the remaining DH-4 aircraft arrived in France. The Brits, being aircrew short, were more 
than happy to oblige the Marine aviators and generously shared all available aircraft with them.2 

The Marines pilots were designated the Day Group and would fly with two Royal Air Corps bombing 
squadrons (217 & 218) and a British pursuit squadron (213) as part of the Northern Bombing Group 
operating out of the Calais aerodrome.  While operating with the Royal Air Corps, the Marines flew 
reconnaissance missions, U-Boat search and destroy missions, food and ammunition resupply missions, 
and bombing missions dropping a total of 52,000 pounds of bombs and shooting down 12 enemy aircrafts 
during their short time with the British squadrons.3  In addition, during their time flying with both French 
and British flying squadrons two of the Marines, a pilot and his Gunner, earned the Medal of Honor for a 
rather lengthy and extremely dangerous dog fight over German lines.  

                                                           
1 Westermeyer, Paul W., Legacy of Belleau Wood: An Anthology (Quantico, VA: Marines Corps History Division, 1990). 
2 Trotti, John, Marine Air First to Fight (Novato, CA: Presidio Press, 1985). 
3 Gilbert, Oscar, Cansiere, Romain, First to Fight, U.S. Marines in World War I (Havertown, PA: Casemate Publ., 2017). 
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DH-4 Specifications 

A. Two forward-firing Vickers Machine Guns over the engine for the pilot to fire. 
B. Fuel tank placement between pilot and gunner proved a disadvantage as it hampered 

communications and was prone to catch fire if hit by enemy gunfire thus earning the DH-4 the 
ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ CƭȅƛƴƎ /ƻŦŦƛƴΦέ 

C. One or two Lewis Machine-Guns mounted in the rear cockpit. 
D. Conventional two-seater biplane reinforced with plywood along the fuselage and an adjustable 

tail allowing the pilot to trim the aircraft in flight. 
E. 230-249 horsepower engine with speeds up to 143 mph.  
F. Under fuselage/wing bomb racks had a 460 lb. capacity. 

 
aŀǊƛƴŜǎ !ǊǊƛǾŜ άhǾŜǊ ¢ƘŜǊŜέ 

Once the decision had been made to bring the Marines into the war, the 5th Marines Regiment 
departed for France on the USS DeKalb, a converted German Raider, on 14 June 1917 arriving in early-
July.  They were immediately placed with a French Division south of Verdun for training in trench warfare. 
Over the next seven months, the 6th Marines Regiment and the 6th Machine-Gun Battalion would arrive in 
battalion-size increments aboard the USS Henderson and USS De Kalb. They too would be placed with the 
French near Verdun and transitioned into the 4th Marines Brigade with a strength of 258 officers and 8,211 
men under the command of U.S. Marines Colonel Neville.1 

 

 
USS De Kalb 

                                                           
1 Murphy, Jack, History of the U.S. Marines, idem. 
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With the 4th Brigade now in place, the Marines Commandant, General Barnett, convinced the War 
Department there was sufficient need to send another Brigade to France. The only caveat was the War 
Department stipulated this Brigade was not to be used as replacements nor for labor purposes. When 
Pershing was asked how he would like to use it, he assigned it to the Army Division in charge of Service of 
Supply as guards.1 So, with this decision, the 5th Marines Brigade arrived in France within a few months 
8,000 strong. Unfortunately, with the German offensives failing to achieve their objectives, and their troop 
losses mounting, this Brigade would never get to see the types of actions the 4th Brigade experienced as a 
ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ άCƛǊŜ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜέ ŦƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎΩǎ нnd Army Division of the American Expeditionary Force. 

While the Marines now had two Brigades in Europe, they still had U.S. and overseas commitments to 
fill that included garrisoning Navy Yards, guarding Naval Stations in the U.S. and overseas, and providing 2,000+ 
men for Marines detachments aboard Navy ships, mainly heavy cruisers and battleships. In addition to these 
duties, a Marine detachment was sent to Vladivostok, Russia, in May 1918 to protect the U.S. Consulate there 
from the Russian Revolution. They remained there until August when relieved by a U.S. Army unit.2 
 

The Amiens Offensive and Battle for Belleau Wood, 1918 
 On 21 March 1918, Ludendorff launched the Amiens Offensive, near Aisne, with the objective to drive 
a wedge between the British and French forces with the ultimate goal of reaching and capturing Paris, then 75 
miles away, as well as defeating two Allied Armies in the process. The initial success by the Germans in this 
first Spring Offensive included the capture of 50,000 members of the Allied Forces and 800 artillery pieces. 

This offensive and the two that followed in May and June 1918, forced Marshal Ferdinand Foch of 
the French Army and newly-appointed Supreme Commander of all Allied Expeditionary Force, to move all 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ƎŀǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ ǘǊŜƴŎƘ ƭƛƴŜǎΦ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ CƻŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ moved the U.S. 
Marines, then attached to one of his French Army Regiments as its reserve. into combat to fill gaps in the 
trench lines between Verdun and Toulon. After seven weeks of hard trench warfare life that included: 
άƴƛƎƘǘ ǇŀǘǊƻƭǎΣ ǊŀƛŘǎΣ ōƻȄ ōŀǊǊŀƎŜǎΣ ƳǳŘΣ ŎƻƻǘƛŜǎ όƭƛŎŜύΣ Ǝŀǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƴƎǊȅ ǊŀǘǎΣέ ǘƘŜ сth Regiment 
rejoined the 5th Regiment and the 4th Marines Brigade was back together once again.3 

 

 

                                                           
1 Metcalf, Clyde H., History of the United States Marine Corps (New York: G.P. Putnam & Sons, 1939). 
2 Murphy, Jack, History of the U.S. Marines, idem. 
3 Hearn, George G., An Illustrated History of the United States Marine Corps, Salamander Books, London, United Kingdom, 2002. 
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 On 27 May 1918, at Aisne 14 German Divisions broke through advancing 10 miles a day until they 
reached Château-Thierry. Realizing the urgency of this situation, General Pershing placed the 4th Marines 
Brigade temporarily under then Army Brigadier-General James Harbord as there was no Marines General 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ŀŘƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ aŀǊƛƴŜǎΣ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
Harbord did realize that both the 4th .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΩǎ ǘǿƻ Regimental Commanders, Colonels Wendell Neville 
and Albertus Caitlin, had already earned Medals of Honor for performance in battles before World War I.  
 On 6 June 1918, the 4th Brigade was directed to attack the Germans in the vicinity of Château-
Thierry at their strongpoint in the Belleau Wood. As they marched up the road leading to Château-Thierry, 
they had to fight their way through thousands of retreating civilians and the remnants of a French Army 
regiment that also was beating a hasty retreat to the rear. When one of the French officers met up with 
Captain Lloyd Williams of the 5th Regiment, he told him he would be wise to join the retreat since the 
Germans had broken through.  Williams retort, which has gone down in the U.S. Marine Corps History as 
oƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƭƭȅƛƴƎ ŎǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǿŀǎΥ άRetreat Hell! We just got here!έ1 

 It took the combined efforts of the 4th Marine Brigade and a relief regiment from the Army nearly 26 
days of fighting to take the Wood and the adjoining town of Bouresches. On the first day of the attack, the 
aŀǊƛƴŜǎ ƘŀŘ ƘƻǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ǎǿƛŦǘƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻƻŘέΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ 
be. When the attack stalled, Sergent Dan Dailey of the 73rd Machine Gun Company turned to his fellow 
aŀǊƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘΥ έCome on you sons-of-bitches, do you want to live forever?έ2 For the Germans, it was 
their first time fighting the U.S. Marines in pitched battle and it soon forced them to draw on all available 
support from their artillery and intermittent gas attacks. In the end, they reported back up the chain to their 
superiors they had never faced such a fierce foe in their four years of fighting both the British and French, 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ άIƻǳƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ IŜƭƭέΣ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ Teufelshunden όƻǊ ά5ŜǾƛƭ 5ƻƎǎέύ.3 

The U.S. Marines would go on to fight several more major battles before the end of the war which 
included: (1) Soissons and St. Mihiel; (2) Blanc Mont Ridge and St. Etienne; and (3) the Meuse-Argonne 
offensive to end the war. As it turned out, the battle of the Meuse-Argonne was to prove the costliest of 
the war with over 26,000 casualties in one day one of the highest since the U.S. Civil War.4 The 4th Brigade 
ended-up having acquitted themselves in heroic fashion earning three Croix de Guerre Medals, 12 Medals 
of Honor and the Unit Award of the French Fourragêre for the members of 4th Marines Brigade.  

 

           
     World War I Marines recruitƛƴƎ tƻǎǘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ άнл LƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ ¦Φ{Φ aŀǊƛƴŜ /ƻǊǇǎ wŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ tƻǎǘŜǊǎέ ƛƴ Pocket Square Heroes (2020): 

https://www.pocketsquareheroes.com/blogs/news/55365953-20-incredible-vintage-u-s-marine-corps-recruiting-posters 

                                                           
1 Ferrell, Robert H., !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 5ŜŀŘƭƛŜǎǘ .ŀǘǘƭŜΥ aŜǳǎŜ-Argonne (University Press of Kansas, 1918). 
2 Hearn, George G., Illustrated History of the U.S. Marines Corps, idem. 
3 Hearn, George G., Illustrated History of the U.S. Marines Corps, idem. 
4 ά¢ŜǳŦŜƭ IǳƴŘŜƴΣ DŜǊƳŀƴ bŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ aŀǊƛƴŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊŀǇέ ƛƴ La Crosse Tribune (26 April 1918). 

https://www.pocketsquareheroes.com/blogs/news/55365953-20-incredible-vintage-u-s-marine-corps-recruiting-posters
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Lessons-Learned from World War I 
 Perhaps the biggest lesson-learned from World War I was a glimpse of what the future would hold 
ŦƻǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƴŜ ƛƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ άhǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƪƛǊƳƛǎƘŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƴƎƭƻ-American War of 
1812-1815, the U.S. Marines had spent most of their 142-year history in minor actions against enemies 
ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴƻ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦέ1 For both the U.S. Army and Marines Corps the Great War was the first 
successful use of the Marines as large-sized Infantry units operating with the U.S. Army and the other 
members of the Allied Expeditionary Force. The U.S. Army, up until that time, had considered the U.S. 
Marines only capable tactically to do limit military actions around the world, being deployed in small 
groups from Navy ships, or as combat detachments, to confront guerrillas and bandits at flashpoints like 
the Philippines, China, Cuba, Dominican Republic and Haiti.  

After the 1918 Battle of Belleau Wood, the U.S. Marine Corps had not only impressed the French 
with their tenacity and bravery in the face of the enemy, but they had convinced their biggest Army skeptic 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴǘ ǳǎŜǊΣ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ά.ƭŀŎƪ WŀŎƪέ tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŀƭǳŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ !ƭƭƛŜŘ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ 
Force members could not get the job done during the three final German Offensives the U.S. Marines were 
called to the front and fought above the call of duty. In fact, General Pershing thought so highly of the 
Marines that he made a Marines General, John Lejeune, the first (and only) Commander of the 2nd Army 
Division and used U.S. Marines Officers as Commanders of some of his Army units and on his personal staff, 
due to their excellent training and leadership.  But on the other hand, when faced with a shortage of Marines 
General officers, he had to place Army Brigadier-General Harbord in command of the 4th Marines Brigade 
just prior to the start of the Battle of Belleau Wood.  In so doing, he cautioned Harbord that while he had 
placed him in charge of the 4th aŀǊƛƴŜ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΣ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎΥ ά¸ƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ L am giving 
you the best Brigade in France--ƛŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƻ ōƭŀƳŜΦέ2 
 The Battle of Belleau Wood was also an eye-opener for one future leader in World War II, then 
Captain Holland M. Smith, the Adjutant of the 5th aŀǊƛƴŜ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΦ  άIŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
start of the battle and realized that Belleau Wood resembled an isolated island fortress with the wheat 
field spread across to its front similar to an ocean or sea with the rocks and trees that made up the forest 
an almost impregnable stronghold with clear lines of overlapping machine-gun fire from pill boxes and 
ŘǳƎ ƛƴ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΦέ3  Little did he realize that almost 24 years later, as the three-star General in charge of all 
Marine Forces in the Pacific in World War II, he would be sending his Marines into similar situations in the 
άLǎƭŀƴŘ-ƘƻǇǇƛƴƎέ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŀǊŀǿŀ ǘƻ {ŀƛǇŀƴΣ DǳŀƳΣ Lǿƻ WƛƳŀ ŀƴŘ hƪƛƴŀǿŀΣ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ 
in large amphibious assaults into the heavily fortified and dug-in Japanese positions ashore.  
 

    
   World War I German bunker at Belleau Woods, France, attacked by U.S. Marines in 1918.     U.S. Marines recruitment poster 

                                                           
1 Hearn, George G., Illustrated History of the U.S. Marines Corps, idem. 
2 Ferrell, Robert H., !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 5ŜŀŘƭƛŜǎǘ .ŀǘǘƭŜΥ aŜǳǎŜ-Argonne, idem. 
3 Quote: Lieutenant-General Holland M. Smith, USMC (Ret), as told to future Commandant of the U.S. Marines Corps, General 
Charles Krulak (date unknown). 
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 The birth of Marines Aviation was also a first for the Great War and provided the foundations for 
futǳǊŜ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƭƻƴƎŜŘ ŀƛǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀƴŀƴŀ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ²ŀǊǎέ ƛƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 
America and then in the re-taking of the Japanese-held islands in the Western Pacific during World War 
II. The U.S. Marine Air forces would go from dropping a single bomb from a Biplane to Close Air-Support, 
dog fights with the Japanese in the Pacific and bombing missions growing in intensity with the growth, 
design and introduction of newer and more proficient tactical fighter and bomber aircraft. While not the 
Air-DǊƻǳƴŘ ¢ŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ¦Φ{Φ aŀǊƛƴŜs Expeditionary Forces, the 1st Marine Aviation Force provided a 
start and a means to grow into a viable and tactically proficient fighting component in future wars.  
 Another lesson learned was that of recruiting and training of new conscripts during a build-up of 
manpower that was unequalled at the time. Instead of the usual informal enlistment in their respective 
towns and cities across the U.S.A., and then being sent to the nearest base for training, the need for a 
structured Boot Camp came into being. To meet the new demands for growing manpower and war fighters, 
two Boot Camps were formed on the East and West Coasts. The West Coast Boot Camp was initially at Mare 
Island, California, but was moved nearby to San Diego within the first year of operation. The East Coast saw 
the introduction of a Boot Camp at Parris Island, South Carolina, which would become the more recognized 
of two Marines Boot Camps in several Hollywood films and documentaries on training the U.S. Marines. 
 After World War I, the U.S. Marines Corps commenced an intense study of the disastrous 1915 Gallipoli 
Battle in Turkey, a major Allied failure in the Great War, to better prepare for the future when demanding large 
amphibious landings would be required of the Marines around the world. This study became paramount in 
training new officers at the U.S. Marines Corps Advanced Training Base at Quantico, Virginia. 

²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǿŀǊǎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ¦Φ{Φ aŀǊƛƴŜǎΩ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǿƻuld 
multiply time and again to meet the exigencies of coming wars in the Pacific area that included Japan in 
World War II (1939-1945), Korean War (1950-1953) and Second Viet-Nam War (1964-1975) swelling in 
size to 600,000 in World War II and 320,000 by the end of the Viet-Nam War. In all of these instances, as 
well as during the First (1990-1991) and Second Gulf Wars (2003), the Marines now also equipped with 
Armored Divisions would continue to emulate those who had gone before in the words of the World War I 
recruiting posters taking great pride in their combat efforts. ¢ƘŜ aŀǊƛƴŜǎ /ƻǊǇǎΩ aƻǘǘƻΣ Semper Fidelis 
όά!ƭǿŀȅǎ CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭέύ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŘŜƭƛōƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ¦Φ{Φ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛƴŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ά{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {Ŝŀέ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άCƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ CƛƎƘǘέΗ  
 In summary, the U.S. Marines Corps multiplied in strength nearly three-fold, adapted its 
warfighting capabilities to encompass the large-sized infantry battles faced by the Allied Expeditionary 
CƻǊŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŜǊƻŎƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ ά5ŜǾƛƭ 5ƻƎǎέ ƻǊ Teufelhunden by 
their German adversaries.  In a short 17-months they fought from the trenches and across the battlefields 
of France, acquitting themselves in heroic fashion, while helping to bring to a conclusion the Great War 
that had been raging for over four years on the Continent of Europe.   

  

           
     World War I Marines recruitƛƴƎ tƻǎǘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ άнл LƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ ¦Φ{Φ aŀǊƛƴŜ /ƻǊǇǎ wŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ tƻǎǘŜǊǎέ in Pocket Square Heroes (2020): 

https://www.pocketsquareheroes.com/blogs/news/55365953-20-incredible-vintage-u-s-marine-corps-recruiting-posters 

https://www.pocketsquareheroes.com/blogs/news/55365953-20-incredible-vintage-u-s-marine-corps-recruiting-posters
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British Empire and Trench Poetry in World War I:  
WƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ άLƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ CƛŜƭŘǎτA Reflectionέ 

by Chantelle MacPhee (Chair Language Studies & Arts, Saint Leo University) 
 
 
 

 
         British Army 2014 Remembrance Add on WW I:    Lieutenant-Colonel John D. McCrae, M.D., Canadian Army     J.D.  McCrae Grave, Guelph, ON, Canada 
         https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahGRNKi8-18 

 

ABSTRACT:  WƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ ǇƻŜƳ άLƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ CƛŜƭŘǎΣέ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ 
Canada and the British Empire, was also a powerful poetic memorial to a friend who died on the battlefield in 
World War I (1914-мфмуύ ŀǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ά5ŜŀǘƘέ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ CƻǊ aŎ/ǊŀŜΣ ά5ŜŀǘƘέ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
which he juxtaposes life and death, a way to rationalize the deaths of so many veterans who perished in World 
War I. The author also argues that MŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ ǇƻŜƳ ŀƭƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƻ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΣ ŀ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻŜǘ 
and dramatist, to emphasize not only the magnitude of the Great War itself, but also to heighten our awareness 
as readers, engage us in the narrative and transfer the memory of what he bequests to us, lest we forget. 
 
 
 
 Lieutenant-Colonel John D. McCrae, M.D. (1872-1918), is important for Canadians reflecting on 
World War I (1914-1918) in remembrance of all those who fought under the British flag as members of 
the entire British Commonwealth. The poppies mentioned in his poem are immortalized forever in his 
published poem, άLƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ CƛŜƭŘǎέ, but McCrae did not originally seek to publish the poem; rather, he 
wrote it after the death of his close friend Lieutenant Alexis Helmer on the Ypres battlefield. The poem, 
upon reflection, seeks to memorialize his friend through the juxtaposition of life and death in the constant 
symbolism of poppies and crosses. 

John D. McCrae was born in McCrae House in Guelph, Ontario, Canada, of Scottish descent and son 
of Lieutenant-Colonel David McCrae. He combined both his family devotion to the Canadian military (first 
training as an artilleryman) and to medicine (his brother, Dr. Thomas McCrae, became Professor of Medicine 
at Johns Hopkins Medical School in Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A.) by earning from the University of Toronto 
both a B.A. and M.D. by 1898, thanks to a scholarship. After Residencies at TorƻƴǘƻΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
Johns Hopkins University Hospital in Baltimore, he served in South Africa as a Lieutenant in the Royal 
Canadian Artillery (RCA) during the Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902). By 1902, McCrae moved to Montréal, 
Québec, where he became Resident-Pathologist at Montréal General Hospital, then Assistant-Pathologist at 
the Royal Victoria Hospital, and later Pathologist at the Montréal Foundling & Baby Hospital. In 1908, he 
became Physician at Alexandra Hospital for Contagious Diseases, while also appointed as Professor of 
Pathology at the University of Vermont, U.S.A. until 1911, then teaching at McGill University in Montréal.1 

                                                           
1 άWƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜέ ƛƴ Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_McCrae  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahGRNKi8-18
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_McCrae
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In World War I, McCrae volunteered as Major Medical Officer in the 1st Canadian Field Artillery Brigade, 
providing field emergency treatment of the wounded at an Advanced Dressing Station for British Army 
casualties during the Second Battle of Ypres (April-May 1915) in Flanders. Here, Canadian and British troops 
were attacked by Chlorine gas. The Germans attempted to break the Allied lines. Among the dead and 
wounded was McCrae's close friend, Lieutenant Alexis Helmer who was killed in combat on 2 May. McCrae 
performed the burial service himself, noting, as an afterthought, how poppies quickly grew around the 
graves at Ypres. The very next day McCrae penned his famous poem inside an ambulance at the Advanced 
Dressing Station.1 

Academics have since proposed many interpretations of his famous poem, from JoƘƴ tǊŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ 
ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŀǎ άōƭƻƻŘǘƘƛǊǎǘȅέΣ2 tŀǳƭ CǳǎŜƭƭΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻ-war propaganda,3 
{ƘŀƴŜ bŜƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŀǎ άǎǳǊǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘέ4 ǘƻ LǊŜƴŜ DŀƳƳŜƭΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ 
ǇƻŜƳ ƻŦ άǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊέΦ5 PerhŀǇǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ DŀƳƳŜƭΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŜƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ aŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜτas a private symbolic expression of his grief using images 
ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƳƛŘǎǘ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻŜƳΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƭƛŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ōȅ /ŀƴŀŘa to raise money for the 
war effort, but in the power of the language used, the tropes, the rondeau form and allusion to 
{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ {ƻƴƴŜǘǎ нф ŀƴŘ ммс ǘƘŀǘ ŜƳōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƭŜǎǘ ǿŜ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ 
purpose in penning it in the first place. 

From the moment the poem opens, the reader is placed amidst images of life and death, as if the 
ƴŀǊǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ƧǳȄǘŀǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭΦ [ƛŦŜτthe poppiesτlive amongst crosses, but these crosses 
have a story, a narrative we want to begin, but have no idea how to do so as the reader. Each cross is 
symbolic of a death, a lost soldier, but is also attached to an individual who died and we, naturally, want to 
know how he died. Perhaps McCrae is parodying why he is writing his poem. He needs to tell his story 
poetically, to capture the pathos with which he is overcome, as he writes the poem, after all, shortly after 
ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ aŎ/ǊŀŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜfront of the poem. There is no criticism 
of the Great War, compared to so many trench warfare poems of the period by Wilfrid Owen and Siegfried 
Sassoon. The narrator is not angry, bitter or frustrated. Instead, we are given a pastoral setting so many 
writers have used to highlight tranquility, silence, beauty and natureτlife.6  Interestingly, at the end of Line 
5Σ aŎ/ǊŀŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ άŀƳƛŘ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳƴǎ ōŜƭƻǿέ and proceeds to open in the next Line сΣ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
5ŜŀŘέ. The violent image of guns is immediately followed with the result of these weapons of war that killed 
so many on the battlefield. Here, however, instead of killing, McCrae personifies the Dead, and we join them 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭǳǊŀƭ άǿŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻŜǘ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƛŦƛŜŘ 5ŜŀǘƘΣ as his friend permeates his 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΦ CƻǊ aŎ/ǊŀŜΣ ǿŜ άǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ 
ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǇƻǇǇƛŜǎ ƎǊƻǿ κ Lƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ CƛŜƭŘǎέ όLines 13-15).7 
  At the age of 19, McCrae, in a letter written to his mother, writes about his first love, who 
ŘƛŜŘ ƻŦ ǘȅǇƘƻƛŘΥ άtŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƴŜŀǊŜǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŀƴ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ 
ōŜŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦέ8 5ǊΦ bŜƛƭǎƻƴΣ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άWƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜ ƻƴ 5ŜŀǘƘέ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ 
ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜason why this rondeau became so popular and why it is the vehicle for remembrance of all the 
Commonwealth countries is that it concisely, and with simple, but not easy rhymes, articulates struggle. 

                                                           
1 ά{ƛǘŜ WƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜέ ƛƴ Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Site_John_McCrae Τ  άWƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜέ ƛƴ Wikipedia, idem. 
2 Prescott, John F., In Flanders Fields: The Story of John McCrae (Erin, ON: Boston Mills Press, 1985). 
3 Fussell, Paul,  The Great War and Modern Memory (New York:  Oxford University Press, 1975). 
4 bŜƛƭǎƻƴΣ {ƘŀƴŜΣ άWƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜ ƻƴ 5ŜŀǘƘέ ƛƴ Canadian Medical Association Journal, vol.181, n.10 (10 November 2009): p.717-719. 
5 DŀƳƳŜƭΣ LǊŜƴŜΣ άΨ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘΩΥ  wƘŜǘƻǊƛŎΣ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ LŎƻƴƛŎ ²ŀǊ tƻŜƳέ ƛƴ  First World 
War Studies  (Routledge-Taylor & Francis Online, 2018), p.1-18, see:  http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rfww20  
6 Writers from Chaucer to Shakespeare to Wordsworth and many more have used the pastoral form in this way: The Canterbury 
Tales, A Midsummer NiƎƘǘΩǎ 5ǊŜŀƳΣ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇŜǎǘ and Tintern Abbey. 
7 aŎ/ǊŀŜΣ WƻƘƴ 5ΦΣ άLƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ CƛŜƭŘǎΦέ   
8 Graves, D., A crown of life: The world of John McCrae (St. Catherines, ON: Vanwell Publishing, 1997). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Site_John_McCrae
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rfww20
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This is an accounting of the feelings of men who are dying and who is dying, while not glorified, demands 
ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΦ IŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ƴƻǳƴΥ 5ŜŀǘƘέΦ1 However, there does 
not seem to be a struggle, but a juxtaposition, a placement side by side, of life and death that places them 
in balance. In the poem, death is not finite but personified, unable to die, at least not by the narrator who 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǊŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ άŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘǎέ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ƛƴ ǇƻŜǘǊȅΣ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 
enough to carry the torch, to pass on the memories, the narrative of the individual(s) who fell on the 
battlefield. For McCrae, his poem enables his friend to live on. 

This image seems to carry on in the rondeau ŦƻǊƳ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ aŎ/ǊŀŜΦ άLƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ CƛŜƭŘǎέ ōecomes a 
refrain, a reminder, a memory, native to the form, much like the poppies, native to Belgium. Even then, 
the poppies are not a symbol of death, but of life. Although not often seen when the Great War first broke 
out, a year later the Ypres region of Western Flanders was blossoming in poppies. Perhaps the endless 
bombings disturbed the soil, and the seeds that had been planted were brought to the surface. Explosives 
would have provided nitrogen to the soil, and lime was introduced to the land from the blown-up 
buildings. This combination of nutrients is perhaps how the poppies flourished. From death and 
destruction sprung life. The three battles in Ypres were certainly extensive, leaving no building standing, 
but the poppies became a living memorial to those who fought and died in the areaΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǇǇƛŜǎ άōƭƻǿέΣ 
move, germinate and flourish much like the war memories from the region through the stories told. The 
poppies become an icon of the Great War. They form a poetic narrative that embraces memories in a 
repetitive refrain that highlights the fine line between life and death on the battlefield, in much the same 
ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ мм bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ά!ǊƳƛǎǘƛŎŜ 5ŀȅέ ŦƻǊ DǊŜŀǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Commonwealth, as well as in a minor degree for other Allies. 
 

 
 

While alongside the ǇƻǇǇƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ άŎǊƻǎǎŜǎΣ Ǌƻǿ ƻƴ Ǌƻǿέ ό[ƛƴŜ нύ2 that remind us of the life and death 
ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŘŀƛƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛǎƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƪǎΣ άǎǘƛƭƭ ōǊŀǾŜƭȅ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎέ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ άǘƘŜ Ǝǳƴǎ 
ōŜƭƻǿέ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ό[ƛƴŜǎ п-5). In this Line 4, the lark is heavenly, a bird associated with Paradise. 
aŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƪ ƛǎ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘΦ !ǎ a member of the Shakespearean Club, John McCrae was familiar 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƪ ƛƴ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ {ƻƴƴŜǘ нфΥ "the lark at break of day arising / From sullen earth, 

                                                           
1 bŜƛƭǎƻƴΣ άWƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜ ƻƴ 5ŜŀǘƘέ, idem, p.17-719. 
2 aŎ/ǊŀŜΣ WƻƘƴΣ άLƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ CƛŜƭŘǎΦέ   
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sings hymns at heaven's gate" (Lines 11ς12).1 The singing lark introduces the morning and the passage of 
time, which aŎ/ǊŀŜ ǎǳōǘƭȅ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƭƛǾŜΥ άŦŜƭǘ ŘŀǿƴΣ ǎŀǿ ǎǳƴǎŜǘ 
Ǝƭƻǿέ ό[ƛƴŜ тύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻŜǘΣ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǇƭǳǊŀƭ άǿŜέ ǘƻ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǇƭǳǊŀƭ άȅƻǳέΦ 
²Ƙŀǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀǎ ŀ άǿŜέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƳƳŜǊǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳƴǾŜƛƭŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǳǎΣ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ 
άȅƻǳέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƻǊ ǎƘƛŦǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ Řǳǘȅ ǘƻ ά¢ŀƪŜ ǳǇ 
ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀǊǊŜƭέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƴŜƳȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ό[ƛƴŜ млύΦ 
 At the same time, the final three lines in the last stanza shift us yet again. The first person plural 
ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴΣ άǿŜέ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ άȅƻǳέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ stanza, ōǳǘ ŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ άȅŜέ ŀƴŘ άǿŜέΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ άȅŜέ ƛƴ 
1915, was used to honor a group of equals or superiors. Here, the narrator transfers the duties and 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΦ Iƛǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ άLŦ ȅŜ ōǊŜŀƪ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜέ 
(Line 13), is similar to a volta in the Shakespearean sonnet, a turn or change of thought.  

While a rondeau ŦƻǊƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴ άLƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ CƛŜƭŘǎέΣ aŎ/ǊŀŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǾƻƪŜ 
{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƴƴŜǘ ŦƻǊƳΣ ǊŜƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎt, paying homage to it even, while also providing a condition, 
ŀ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎƻǊǘǎΦ Iƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ ά{ƻƴƴŜǘ ммсέ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǘǿƻ ƭƛƴŜǎ, his 
rhyming couplet, άLŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜ ŜǊǊƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ ƳŜ ǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ κ ǘƘŜƴ ƴƻ Ƴŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ƭƛǾΩŘ ƴƻǊ ƴƻ Ƴŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ƭƻǾΩŘ ό[ƛƴŜs 13-
14). For McCrae, ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άLŦ ȅŜ ōǊŜŀƪ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜ κ ²Ŝ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 
ǇƻǇǇƛŜǎ ƎǊƻǿέ ό[ƛƴŜǎ мо-14). In fact, both lines occur at exactly the same point in the respective poems, but 
aŎ/ǊŀŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎΣ άLƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ CƛŜƭŘǎΦέ aŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άƛŦέ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǊŜǎƻƴŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ άǎƘŀƭƭ 
ƴƻǘ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǇƻǇǇƛŜǎ ƎǊƻǿ κ Lƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ CƛŜƭŘǎέ ό[ƛƴes 14-мрύΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ άǎƭŜŜǇέ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜǎ 
a double meaning, one that is left open, unfinished, unspoken, much like whether or not we take up the torch. 
 aŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ ǇƻŜƳΣ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ anonymously in Punch on 8 December 1915, became instant 
propaganda that raised countless funds for the war-effort in Canada, as one of the most popular poems 
of the Great War and widely translated abroad. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ aŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ ǇƻŜƳ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΦ IŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƛǘΣ 
not for effect and publicity, but to memorialize his friend and the war that claimed him. The power of the 
poetic lines rests in the imagery, symbolism and allusions to the past through voices that speak from 
ōŜȅƻƴŘΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦ άLƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ CƛŜƭŘǎέ Ǉŀȅǎ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘτthe men, the 
soldiers, even William Shakespeareτto remind us all that the power of the word is mighty indeed and so, 
too, is the way in which we honor those who died on the battlefields of the Great War, as of every war. 
[Ŝǎǘ ǿŜ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΣ aŎ/ǊŀŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻŜƳΩǎ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ 
way to memorialize a close friend who had died in combat, lest he forget perhaps not only his friend, but 
ŀƭǎƻ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ Řǳǘȅ ŦƻǊ άYƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊΦ  

Lƴ WǳƴŜ мфмрΣ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛǎƘŜǎΣ 5ǊΦ aŎ/ǊŀŜ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ CǊƻƴǘΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ-
artillery near Ypres back to the rear in Northern France to set-up and command as Lieutenant-Colonel the 
bƻΦо /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ άaŎDƛƭƭέΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ in field tents at Dannes-Camiers, near Boulogne-sur-Mer, 
ǘƘŜƴ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƻƭŘ WŜǎǳƛǘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ by February 1916. Tragically, also, Dr. McCrae, at 45 years 
old, would find his own place amongst the fallen of the Great War. On 28 January 1918, he quickly died of 
pneumonia with "extensive pneumococcus meningitisέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ 
Wimereux, France, and was buried with full military honours on a flag-draped cannon-carriage in the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission section of Wimereux Cemetery.2  
                                                           
1 {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΣ ά{ƻƴƴŜǘ нфέΦ   
2 άWƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜέ ƛƴ Wikipedia, idem. ώ9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ ǳƴōŜƪƴƻǿƴǎǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǾŜƭǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
cover of military censorship, it is highly likely to speculate that Dr. McCrae as a well-respected and skilled Pathologist in 
command of a military hospital deep in the rear of the Western Front with plenty of medicines to treat wounded veterans, 
must have himself fallen ill and died as one of the earlier victim of the same highly-contagious, airborne and lighting deadly 
άDǊŜŀǘ LƴŦƭǳŜƴȊŀέ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōȅ ¦Φ{Φ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀǾŀƎƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ !ƭƭƛŜŘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ !ƭƭƛŜŘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ 
treating the sick from America to Europe. Recent statistical estimateǎ ǘŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ LƴŦƭǳŜƴȊŀέ ǿƻǊƭŘ-wide deaths in 1917-21 
at 50-to-млл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ рлл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘΦ {ŜŜ aŀǊŎƻ wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛέ .ƻƻƪ wŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ .ŀǊǊȅ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ LƴŦƭǳŜƴȊŀέ 
reprinted from Florida Political Chronicle at the end of this volume.] 
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After his death, the Canadian and Belgian governments created the άJohn McCrae World War I 
aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ {ƛǘŜ ϧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅέ ƛƴ Boezinge, near Ypres in West Flanders, with his original British Army field 
Advanced Dressing-Station to treat British and Canadian wounded at the Second Battle of Ypres (expanded 
in 1915-17 with multiple cement bunkers and a mini-rail to ferry out the flow of British wounded). The 
ŘŜŀŘ ǿŜǊŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ά9ǎǎŜȄ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ пфth ά²Ŝǎǘ wƛŘƛƴƎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ1 

Dr. McCraeΩǎ ǇƻŜƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭ ǇƻŜǘƛŎ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ǘƻ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭƛȊŜ ŀ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ 
remind us of the fragility of life. Moreover, the poem also was a way to memorialize himself in the hearts 
and minds of all those who choose to wear the poppy and recite his poem as remembrance on every 11 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ά!ǊƳƛǎǘƛŎŜ 5ŀȅέ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ƛƴ мфмуΦ 

Dr. MŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƘƻƴƻǳǊǎ ŀǘ Wimereux Cemetery, France (Guelph Museums, Reference No. M972.5.5.2)      Above: McCrae's grave at Wimereux Cemetery 

    
    5ǊΦ aŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ British Army field Advanced Dressing-{ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜŀǊ ¸ǇǊŜǎ όά{ƛǘŜ aŎ/ǊŀŜέύ ǿƛǘƘ пфth ά²Ŝǎǘ wƛŘƛƴƎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ά9ǎǎŜȄ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅέΦ tƘƻǘƻǎ by Marco Rimanelli 
 

 

                                                           
1 ά{ƛǘŜ WƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜέ ƛƴ Wikipedia, idem. 
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Autographed copy of poem Lƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ CƛŜƭŘǎ, in  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Site_John_McCrae 

 

 
 

  

(L) 2015 Bronze statue of Dr. John McCrae at Guelph Civic Museum and (R) McCrae House birthplace 
in Guelph, Ontario, Canada. Both photos by Mrs. Louisa MacPhee. 

 

PƻŜƳ άLƴ 
CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ CƛŜƭŘǎέ 
immortalized in 
bronze. Photos 
taken by mother 
of the author of 
this essay, Mrs. 
Louisa MacPhee, 
who lives in 
Guelph, Ontario, 
Canada, a short 
distance from 
the John McCrae 
memorial. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Site_John_McCrae
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Anglo-American Trench Poetry in World War I:  John Allan Wyeth & Isaac Rosenberg 

by Gianna Russo, M.F.A. & Agnieszka Leesch, M.A. (English, Saint Leo University) 
 
 
 
ABSTRACT:  A ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǇƻŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇƻŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴǘŜǊ WƻƘƴ !ƭƭŀƴ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ This 
aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, analyzes his seminal collection of poetry set on the French front 
during World War I. Virtually unknown to scholars of the Greaǘ ²ŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ άǘǊŜƴŎƘ ǇƻŜǘǊȅέΣ 
the original 1928 collection was reissued only in 2008.  This essay analyzes the recurring wartime images 
and themes that appear in six key sonnets written during 8-ф !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфму ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ 
imagistic juxtaposition, dialogue, metaphoric language and narrative. Wyeth is the only U.S. poet of the 
DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ άǘǊŜƴŎƘ ǇƻŜǘǎέΥ Siegfried Sassoon, Wilfred Owen and 
Isaac Rosenberg. Among these, and although not as obscure as Wyeth, the British Jewish anti-war painter 
and poet Isaac Rosenberg deserves recognition for the same uniqueness in depicting war in poetic verses 
ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ άŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ.έ Yet, as Fate allowed the affluent intellectual 
Wyeth to survive combat in both World Wars (serving mostly in secret intelligence roles against Germany) 
and the Great Influenza, to then fulfill his intellectual talents as a painter and expat in Europe, instead it robbed 
all hope from the semi-destitute Rosenberg who remains one of the most tragic and unfulfilled άǘǊŜƴŎƘ ǇƻŜǘsέ, 
killed-in-action (K.I.A.) during DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ 1918 massive Spring onslaughts at the cusp of his artistic growth. 
 
 
A Close Reading of Select Sonnets from ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ Army: A War in Fifty-Odd Sonnets by John Allan Wyeth 
(by Gianna Russo, M.F.A., άtƻŜǘ-in-wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜέ & Editor Sandhill Review) 
 

                                                                 
     John Allan Wyeth, 2nd Lieutenant AEF, 1918              Below:   U.S. Flag during World War I (1914-18)    /ƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ !ƭƭŀƴ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅ 
         johnallanwyeth.blogspot.com/2016/10/wyeths-war-sonnets-illustrated-3-eu-to_3.html                     Above: Combat helmet of John Allan Wyeth          https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Allan_Wyeth_(poet)  
 

 ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets is, arguably, the most gripping and authentic 
collection of poetry about World War I written by an American poet. Yet the book is almost unknown to 
ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ άǘǊŜƴŎƘέ ǇƻŜǘǊȅΦ CƛǊǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфну-29 by Harold Vinal 
& Longmans in London and New York, but essentially forgotten within 10 years of publication, ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ 
Army remains also the only poetry and literature collection by John Allan Wyeth (his other publications 
were a poetic play he wrote at age 13, The Weaker Man, and some poetry in university journals, while 
studying at Princeton), who then abandoned all poetry aspirations to focus exclusively on painting.1 
                                                           
1 Wyeth, John Allan, ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, Introduction by Dana Gioia & annotations by Bradley J. Omanson (original 

publications, London: Harold Vinal, 1928 & New York: Longmans, 1929; reprinted by University of South Carolina Press, 2008), p.XVI-XVII. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Allan_Wyeth_(poet)


Florida Political ChronicleïCentennial of World War I & League of Nations vol.28, n.1 (2021) 
 

- 62 - 

The book was rediscovered only in 1994 by military historian Bradley J. Omanson and passed on 
to foǊƳŜǊ ¦Φ{Φ tƻŜǘ [ŀǳǊŜŀǘŜ 5ŀƴŀ Dƛƻƛŀ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ άƴƻǘ 
ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ōƻƻƪΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇƻŜǘǊȅέΦ 9ƛƎƘǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘΣ ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ 
Army ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘ aΦ .ǊǳŎŎƻƭƛΩǎ Great War Series at the University of South Carolina. 
hƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴŦŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ Dƛƻƛŀ ǿŀǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǊŜ-publication in 2008.1 ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΩ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
ǘƻ άǊŜǎŎǳŜ ƻƴŎŜ-ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴǘΦέ {ŜǊƛŜǎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ WƻǎŜǇƘ aΦ Bruccoli notes 
ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ǿŀǎ άŀƴǘƛƘŜǊƻƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘƛǿŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ 
ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜǘǊŀȅŀƭΣ ƭƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƛƭƭǳǎƛƻƴƳŜƴǘέΦ2 This is true to an extent also of ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΦ 

In his introduction to the 2008 edition, Gioia provides a biographical background on Wyeth and a close 
technical review of the entire book. Born in New York City (1894-1981), Wyeth was the son of renown Confederate 
veteran, poet and surgeon, John Allan Wyeth (1845-1922), who founded the first U.S. post-graduate medical 
school to then practiced medicine in New York City. Wyeth earned a B.A. and M.A. in Literature and Languages at 
Princeton University (where he befriended Edmund Wilson and F. Scott Fitzgerald), but his earliest goal to become 
a university professor was abandoned when the U.S. entered in World War I along the Allies against Germany. He 
enlisted in December 1917 and served as 2nd Lieutenant in the American Expeditionary Force (AEF), and was 
deployed on the Western Front since May 1918 as a French Interpreter and Intelligence officer at 33rd Division HQ, 
U.S. Army II Corps in Huppy, France, attached to the British Fourth Army on the Somme until 20 August 1918, then 
redeployed to Verdun. Recent research by Omanson reveals how, due to short supply and high education level, 
Wyeth was a valuable military French Interpreter at U.S. General Staff, where he avoided the wartime 
ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŎƛƳŀǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ !ƭƭƛŜŘ άǘǊŜƴŎƘ ǇƻŜǘǎέΦ ¸Ŝt, as an astute Intelligence 
officer routinely dispatched as HQ Command courier to front-line Command posts with secret maps and orders 
he also witnessed up-close the effects of combat, and on a few occasions was strafed by aerial bombardments, 
artillery fire, directed small-arms combat and was lightly wounded in a gas attack. After the 11 November 1918 
ά!ǊƳƛǎǘƛŎŜέ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ ²ȅŜǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ооrd U.S. Division to the Allied Occupation Army 
ƛƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ wƘƛƴŜƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ [ǳȄŜƳōǳǊƎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ likely surviving a bout of ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ LƴŦƭǳŜƴȊŀέ he was 
stationed in Paris in April-July 1919 until his return to the U.S.A. and discharged with honor on 23 October 1919.3 
 ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΣ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ sole poetry collection is a sequence of sonnets chronicling the movements of 
a U.S. Army division from training camp to sailing and disembarkation in France, and then through several battles 
across the Western Front. Both Gioia and Omanson believe that the actual writing of these sonnets came several 
years after the Great War during the mid-1920s, when Wyeth (already committed to more frequent travels to 
Europe for study than to the classroom at Princeton) had openly broken-off from Princeton and relocated to 
Rapallo in Italy (already a well-known expat community of intellectuals), where his friend Ezra Pound's own 
poetic philosophies of Modernism and Imagism Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ǇƻŜǘƛŎ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳy. 
!ǎ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ǎƻƭŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǇƻŜǘǊȅΣ it garnered a handful of positive reviews when first published in London 
by H. Vinal in 1928 and reprinted as trade edition in New York by Longman, Green & Co. in 1929. A few months 
later, as the U.S. and the world reeled from the stock market crash and Great Depression, the literary world soon 
forgot the book and Wyeth himself abandoned all aspirations in literature to channel his creative energies 
exclusively into painting, while living abroad as an expat. Indeed, upon his death in New Jersey ƛƴ мфумΣ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ 
obituary celebrates him only as an artist, while his grave simply marks him a veteran officer of World Wars I & II.4 

                                                           
1 Quote by Dana Gioia in Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem, Introduction by Gioia & Omanson, p.XIX;  
Gioia, Dana, "The Unknown Soldier: Poetry of John Allan Wyeth" in The Hudson Review, vol.61, n.2 (Summer 2008): p.253ς268. 
2 Quote by Joseph M. Bruccoli in Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem, see: Preface. 
3 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem, Introduction by Gioia & Omanson, p.XIII-XIV; άWƻƘƴ !ƭƭŀƴ ²ȅŜǘƘ 
όǇƻŜǘύέ ƛƴ ²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀ όнлнлύΣ ǎŜŜΥ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Allan_Wyeth_(poet) ; Omanson, Bradley J., The War 
Sonnets of John Allan Wyeth, Blog (October 2016), johnallanwyeth.blogspot.com/2016/10/wyeths-war-sonnets-illustrated-3-eu-to_3.html 
4 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem, Introduction by Gioia & Omanson, p.XVII-XVIII; άWƻƘƴ !llan 
Wyeth (PƻŜǘύέ ƛƴ ²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀ όнлнлύΣ ǎŜŜΥ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Allan_Wyeth_(poet) ; Omanson, Bradley J., The 
War Sonnets of John Allan Wyeth, Blog (October 2016), johnallanwyeth.blogspot.com/2016/10/wyeths-war-sonnets-illustrated-3-eu-to_3.html 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Allan_Wyeth_(poet)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Allan_Wyeth_(poet)
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 In his 17-pages IƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ DƛƻƛŀΩǎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŦƻǊ ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ Army is 
ǳƴŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ǳƴŜǉǳƛǾƻŎŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ άǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŜƛƎƘǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘǎ 
ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άŘŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅέΦ1  Gioia examines 
ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƴƴŜǘ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ, a documentary narrative, and one of the few collections 
about the war written by an American, as opposed to several British άǘǊŜƴŎƘ poetǎέ. Gioia also points out 
to ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ aƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ rhyme scheme, his use of meter and his 
dispassionate tone. Although disappointed by the unsatisfying and unresolved ending of the book, which 
closes with Wyeth being shipped-off to a hospital as another victim of the Great Influenza, nevertheless, 
Dƛƻƛŀ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘǎ άǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ōƻƻk of poems about the American experienŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊέ.2 
 ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ǎǳōǘƛǘƭŜ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ άŦƛŦǘȅ-ƻŘŘ ǎƻƴƴŜǘǎΦέ ²Ŝ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
number of sonnets is somewhere in between 50 and 60. In fact, there are 55. But the title also points to 
²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƴŜǘ ŦƻǊƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭτƻǊ άƻŘŘΦέ The rhyme 
ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ǎƻƴƴŜǘǎ ƳŀǘŎƘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎƻƴƴŜǘ ŦƻǊƳǎΣ ǘƘŜ tŜǘǊŀǊŎƘŀƴ ŀƴŘ 
the Shakespearean. The Petrarchan sonnet has two distinct parts. The first eight lines, called the octave, 
have a rhyme scheme of abbaabba. The octave is followed by the sestet, six lines with a rhyme scheme of 
cdecde or cdcdcd. The octave presents a problem in need of solving, an issue the poet is trying to work 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦ .ǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘƘ ƻǊ ƴƛƴǘƘ ƭƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƻŎǘŀǾŜΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǎƘƛŦǘǎ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ άǘǳǊƴέ ƻǊ volta. The 
volta leads into the closing sestet, which counters or answers the problem laid out in the octave.3 

The Shakespearean sonnet consists of three quatrains and a closing couplet in a rhyme scheme 
of abab, cdcd, efef, gg. Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀǘǊŀƛƴǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ōǳǘ άǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǘ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀ 
pivotal role, usually arriving in the form of a conclusion, amplification, or even refutation of the previous 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎǘŀƴȊŀǎΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜǇƛǇƘŀƴƛŎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŜƳΦ .ƻǘƘ ǎƻƴƴŜǘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀŘƘŜǊŜ 
to the customary fourteen lines and often scan as iambic pentameter.4 
 ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ǎƻƴƴŜǘǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƻǊƳǎΣ ƴƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǎƻƴƴŜǘ ŦƻǊƳǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ 
as the Spenserian. Though his sonnets are 14 lines and often scan as fairly regular iambic pentameter, 
the rhyme scheme, while closer to the Petrarchan form, is unique: an octave of abcdabcd with a sestet 
of abecde. ¢ƘŜ ƴƻǾŜƭ ǊƘȅƳŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΥ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ƛǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
the world has ever seen. The time-honored sonnet forms will not do when grappling with dreadfulness 
and terror. In addition, while traditional sonnets are typically lyric poems that contemplate an idea or 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΣ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ǎƻƴƴŜǘǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛǾŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǳƴŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴȅ ƛŘŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Great War by examining wholesale destruction and bureaucratic ineptitude. The oddness of these 
sonnets lifts them into realness and authenticity. 

                                                           
1 Quote by Gioia in Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem, Introduction by Gioia & Omanson, p.XI. 
2 Quote by Gioia in Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! War in Fifty-Odd Sonnets, idem, Introduction by Gioia & Omanson, p.XXVII; 
άWƻƘƴ !ƭƭŀƴ ²ȅŜǘƘ όtƻŜǘύέ ƛƴ Wikipedia (2020), see: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Allan_Wyeth_(poet) [EditƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅŜǘ ŀƴȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛŦ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ǎƻƴƴŜǘ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳrvival 
from the deadly Great Influenza in 1919 was actually related to his own experiences, or was it a poetic trope to convey the 
ŎǊǳŜƭ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŦŀǘŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ¦Φ{Φ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ? Yet we can infer that his bout with the 
Great Influenza was true from WyethΩǎ ǿŜŀƪŜƴŜŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ upon discharge from the U.S. Army in Fall 1919 and postponement of 
Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ-ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ōȅ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ tŀƭƳ .ŜŀŎƘΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ, by claiming, "a 
percentage of disability" (warm climates were traditionally recommended to patients with pulmonary illnesses, like South 
Africa for British Cecil Rhodes in late-1800s and poet Isaac Rosenberg in 1914-1915, or Florida for Wyeth). Indeed, that ill fate 
killed also famous British-/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ άǘǊŜƴŎƘ ǇƻŜǘέ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƴǘƭƛƴŜ ǎǳǊƎŜƻƴ 5ǊΦ WƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜ ǿƘƻ ǇŜƴƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ poem 
in the Anglo-{ŀȄƻƴ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ άLƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ CƛŜƭŘǎέ, while at the Versailles Peace Treaty conference even U.S. President Woodrow 
Wilson fell ill in Fall 1919, but survived. For more information on Dr. McCrae, please see the preceding chapter by Dr. Chantelle 
MacPhee, ǿƘƛƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ LƴŦƭǳŜƴȊŀΩǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊƻǳǎ ǘƻƭƭ ƻŦ рл-to-100 million deaths plus 500 millions 
ƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǎŜŜ 5ǊΦ aŀǊŎƻ wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ .ƻƻƪ wŜǾƛŜǿ ƻƴ WƻƘƴ .ŀǊǊȅΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ The Great Influenza, at the end of this publication.] 
3 www.poets.org  
4 www.poets.org 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Allan_Wyeth_(poet)
http://www.poets.org/
http://www.poets.org/
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 ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ǎƻƴƴŜǘ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ aŀȅςOctober 1918, and each 

ǎƻƴƴŜǘ ƛǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ CǊŀƴŎŜ όά/ŀƳǇ ¦ǇǘƻƴΥ {ŀƛƭƛƴƎ hǊŘŜǊǎέύ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘǎ after the Great War ends with his transport 

ƻƴ ŀ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ƻǳƛƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ !ƴƎŜǊǎ όάIƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ¢Ǌŀƛƴέύ ŀǎ a victim of the 

Great Influenza. Remarkably, the current edition includes extensive annotations that bring to light the 

actual dates and events depicted in each poem. Many of these details are drawn verbatim from ! {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ 

Diary, the writing of Chief Army Field Clerk William L. Judy, who was also a member of the 33rd 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ 

IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ǎǘŀŦŦΦ WǳŘȅ άǿŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇƭŀŎe at the same time as Wyeth and his diary records 

ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ǎƻƴƴŜǘǎέΦ1 Thus, we can now accurately connect each sonnet to its exact 

time, place and event, as the speaker in all these poems is arguably Wyeth himself. But it is important to 

distinguish between the experiences of the real-life poet and his poetic persona. Thus, this essay will 

ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŜƳǎΩ άǎǇŜŀƪŜǊέΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŜǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ 

Six key sonnets appear in the middle of the book and cover the events of late afternoon from 8 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Řŀǿƴ ƻƴ ф !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфмуΥ ά¢ƘŜ wƻŀŘ ǘƻ /ƻǊōƛŜΣέ ά/ƻǊōƛŜ ǘƻ {ŀƛƭƭȅ-le-{ŜŎΣέ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭȅ wƛŘƎŜΥ 

wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΣέ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭȅ wƛŘƎŜΥ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣέ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭȅ wƛŘƎŜΥ {ŜŎƻƴŘ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ 

IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭȅ wƛŘƎŜΥ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ 5ǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ²ȅŜǘƘ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎƭŜŀƴ ǎƛȄ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ 

poems out of a time-span of less than 24 hours points to the intensity of those hours. According to the 

annotations, Wyeth and a companion identified in one poem as Tom travel through the night, first by car, 

then by foot, on an unidentified mission along the north bank of the Somme from Corbie to Vaux-sur-Somme 

to Sailly-le-Sec to Sailly-Laurette. Further annotations provide additional details about this journey.2 

The six poems under consideration share recurring images and themes: the juxtaposition of the 

ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǳǘǘŜǊ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΤ ǘƘŜ ƧŀǊǊƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜ ƻŦ ƳǳƴŘŀƴŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

the backdrop of devastation; and the threat and actuality of being gassed. Several of the poems use 

dialogue as exposition or to move along the narrative. All of them employ highly-vivid imagery, specific 

concrete nouns, and active verbs to accentuate the power of what the speaker is witnessing and 

experiencing. They share an extensive use of metaphoric language and rich musicality. These six sonnets 

suggest themes, images, and techniques that characterize the poetry of the more renowned British trench 

poets. They also exemplify the greatest drama in this extraordinary collection.  

Four of the six poems open with vivid description of the landscape, centering us immediately in 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƳǇƘŀǘƛŎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛǎ ά/ƻǊōƛŜ ǘƻ {ŀƛƭƭȅ-le-{ŜŎΦέ ²ȅŜǘƘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǘŜǘ ǘƻ 

provide a lurid photograph of these two ruined French villages:  
 

High staggering walls, and plank-spiked piles of brick 
and plasterτjagged gables wrenched apart, 
ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƭ ŘƻƭƭǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŎƭŜŀƴƭȅ ǎǇƭƛǘ ƛƴ ǘǿƻτ 
Rooms gaping wide on every cloven floor, 
pictures askew that made your throat go thick, 
and humble furniture that tore your heart. (Sonnets 1-6)3 

 

The bǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ άǿǊŜƴŎƘŜŘΣέ άǎǇƭƛǘέ ŀƴŘ άƎŀǇƛƴƎΣέ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ άǎǘŀƎƎŜǊƛƴƎέ 
άǇƭŀƴƪ-ǎǇƛƪŜŘΣέ ŀƴŘ άƧŀƎƎŜŘΦέ {ŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ άŘƻƭƭǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜǎέ ǿƛǘƘ 

                                                           
1 Quote by Gioia in Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem, Introduction by Gioia & Omanson, p. XXVIIII. 
2 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ in Fifty-Odd Sonnets, idem, Introduction by Gioia & Omanson, p. XLI & XXVII1-LI. 
3 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem. 
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άŎƭƻǾŜƴ ŦƭƻƻǊǎΦέ !ƴ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǿƻǊŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ άŎƭƻǾŜƴΣέ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ōƻǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŜŎƪŜŘ ŦƭƻƻǊǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
alludes to the cloven-footed Devil, a stand-in for the evil that caused such damage. Later in the poem, this 
allusion is underlined when the speaker reaches the reined village of Sailly-le-Sec and focuses solely on 
describing its bombed-out and shattered church: 
 

. . .  one candlestick 
On a broken altar, and beyond it, part 
And a rounded apseτa dusty village husk 
Of rubble and tile. . .  (Sonnets 8-12)1 
 

The poem ŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ƛƳŀƎŜΥ άǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǎǇƘƻǊŜǎŎŜƴǘ ǎƻŀǊκƻŦ ǊƻŎƪŜǘǎέ όsonnets 13-14) 
against the backdrop of dusk. In the descriptive passages of this sonnet and others, Wyeth uses a 
preponderance of alliterative plosives to suggest the sounds of battle. The Ps are on full display with words 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άǇƭŀƛƴǎέ ŀƴŘ άǇŀǎǘΣέ άǇƭŀƴƪέ ŀƴŘ άǇŀǘƘΣέ άǇƛƭŜǎΣέ άǇƻǇƭŀǊΣέ άǇǊƛŎƪƭȅΣέ άǇŀƭŜΣέ άǇǳƳǇƛƴƎΣέ άǇƭŀǎǘŜǊΣέ 
ŀƴŘ άǇŀǊŀǇŜǘΦέ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ .ǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΥ άōŀǊΣέ άōŀŎƪΣέ άōŀŘΣέ ŀƴŘ άōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴέΤ άōǊƛŘƎŜΣέ άōǊƛŎƪΣέ 
άōǊƻƪŜƴΣέ άōǊŜŀǘƘŜǎΣέ άōǊǳǎƘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǳōƭŜ-ǿƘŀƳƳȅΣ άōǊƛǘǘƭŜέΤ άōƭǳŜΣέ άōƭƻƴŘΣέ άōƭŀŎƪέ ŀƴŘ άōƭŀǎǘέΤ 
and the ultra-approprƛŀǘŜ ά.ǳŘΣέ άōƭƻƻŘέ ŀƴŘ άōƻƳōέΦ2 

Wyeth consistently masters his unorthodox rhyme scheme and skillfully utilizes assonance, 
consonance, off-rhyme, and internal rhyme in every poem. For example, the destroyed villages ƛƴ ά/ƻǊōƛŜ ǘƻ 
Sailly-le-{ŜŎέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ άstaggering ǿŀƭƭǎέ όSonnet мύ ŀƴŘ άjagged ƎŀōƭŜǎέ όSonnet нύΦ Lƴ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭȅ 
Ridge: TƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣέ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ άpath through scratching ōǊǳǎƘέ όSonnet нύ ŀƴŘ άblack ǘǊŜŜǎέ όSonnet 4) 
ŀƴŘ άgassedέ ƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ άlashέ ŀōƻǳǘ όSonnet тύΦ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭȅ wƛŘƎŜΥ {ŜŎƻƴŘ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀ 
άfoggy slobberingέ Ǝŀǎ Ƴŀǎƪ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŎƪŜǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ άtrundlingΣέ άrumblingέ ŀƴŘ άhuskyέ (Sonnets 4-6). The gas 
ǎƘŜƭƭǎ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ άǿƻōōƭƛƴƎ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊέ ǿƘŜƴ άhustling in the valley . . . like a hurtling Ŧƭŀǎƪέ όSonnets 7-уύΦ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ 
use of these poetic devices demonstrates both skill and confidence in the scenes he is reporting.3 

Across all six poems, the poet uses imagery rather than declaration to reference time of day. In 
ά¢ƘŜ wƻŀŘ ǘƻ /ƻǊōƛŜΣέ ƭŀǘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ άŦƭƛŎƪŜǊƛƴƎ ōŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǎƘŀŘƻǿǎέ όSonnet пύΣ άƭƻǿ 
Ƙƛƭƭǎ ŀƎƭƻǿέ όSonnet тύ ŀƴŘ άƭƻƴƎ ōƭƻƴŘ Ƙƛƭƭ ǎƭƻǇŜǎέ όSonnet 9). Just a ǿƘƛƭŜ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭǎ ǘǳǊƴ άŀƭƭ ōƭǳŜέ 
(Sonnet моύ ƛƴ ά/ƻǊōƛŜ ǘƻ {ŀƛƭƭȅ-le-{ŜŎΣέ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƴƛƎƘǘŦŀƭƭ ƛƴ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭȅ wƛŘƎŜΥ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΣέ 
ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άώǎϐǘŜŜǇ ǇǊƛŎƪƭȅ ǎƭƻǇŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻƻƴ κ ǎŀƎƎƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǳǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƛŘŜƴǘ 
ǎƪȅέ όSonnets 1-оύ ŀǎ άώǘϐƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǎ ōǳǊƴ ŦŜǾŜǊ ōǊƛƎƘǘέ όSonnet оύΦ .ȅ Ŧǳƭƭ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƛƴ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭȅ wƛŘƎŜΥ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣέ ƴŜŀǊ-ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ άōƭŀŎƪ ǘǊŜŜǎέ όSonnet 4) on 
άώōϐƭŀŎƪ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƭƻǇŜǎέ όSonnet уύ ƴŜŀǊ ŀ άōƭŀŎƪ ƎǳƭŎƘέ (Sonnet млύΦ IŜŀǊƪŜƴƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŎƭƻǾŜƴέ 
ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ άŜǾƛƭ ŎǊŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪέ όSonnet 12). By late-ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭȅ wƛŘƎŜΥ {ŜŎƻƴŘ 
.ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΣέ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ άŎƻƻƭ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎέ όSonnet пύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ Řŀǿƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭy 
wƛŘƎŜΥ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ 5ǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅ ƛǎ άǘƘƛƴ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ Řŀǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀǊέ όSonnet нύ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ 
ǎǘŀǊǎ ƎƻΣ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ōȅ ƻƴŜέ όSonnet 8).4 

Sometimes Wyeth personifies the destroyed French villages and landscapes, evoking the life 
force of nature, the life-busy-ness of towns, and the universal life-cycle. The άspeakerέ is cognizant that 
everything once alive has been killed in this total war in one way or another. Beneath the hills near the 
village of /ƻǊōƛŜΣ άǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇ ŜŀǊǘƘ ώƛǎϐ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎƭŜŜǇέ όSonnet 11), but Corbie itself is now 
only an amalgam of Ǌǳƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǊƛǎŜκƭƛƪŜ ƎǊŀǾŜǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊǳōōƛǎƘ ƘŜŀǇέ όSonnet мпύΦ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭȅ 
wƛŘƎŜΥ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ 5ǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ŎƭƻǎŜǎ ǿith an exclamation and a powerful simile: 

                                                           
1 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem. 
2 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ Fifty-Odd Sonnets, idem. 
3 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem. 
4 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem. 
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O God, the ruins of Sailly-Laurette! 
τlike dying men that wake and find the sun 
and shut their eyes against another day. (Sonnets 12-14)1 
 

One of the most effective devices Wyeth usesτand also one that Gioia identifies as uniquely 
Modernistτis dialogue. Five of these six poems have snippets of speech, questions, exclamations, or brief 
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘŜǎ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭȅ wƛŘƎŜΥ {ŜŎƻƴŘ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎέ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōǊƛŜŦ ƭƛƴŜǎ 
that immediately make clear at least four related problems: 
 

έ²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ First .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΚ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ 
ideas than you haveτthey might be anywhere. 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƭƛƴŜΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŀƛŘΦέ όSonnets 1-3)2 
 

The four problems covered in these brief lines are the following: 
1) Headquarters has lost touch with the First Battalion. 
2) The speaker needs to find out where the battalion is and, it is implied, has come to 

headquarters specifically to connect with the First Battalion. 
3) The front line is completely in shamblesτthere is none. The First Battalion was supposedly 

fighting there but is not to be found.   
4) Should the speaker try to find the First Battalion in what was the Front Line, he will be caught in a raid. 

 

Probably his most effective use of dialogue happens in three poems that involve the threat and the 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎŀǎǎŜŘΦ Lƴ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭȅ wƛŘƎŜΥ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΣέ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άWŜǊǊȅΩǎ ƻǳǘτέ ōǳǘ 

ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ άǎǇŜŀƪŜǊέ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΦ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴǎ ƘƛƳ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ 
ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎΥ ά[ƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǎτǘƘŜȅ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳƳǇƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ƴƛƎƘǘέ 
(Sonnet 12).3 .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŜƳ ŎƭƻǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƭƛŦŦƘŀƴƎŜǊ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ άǎǇŜŀƪŜǊέ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴΦ 
Note that Wyeth manipulates the standard line breaks in order to more easily distinguish between speakers. 
 

ά[ŜǘΩǎ ƎƻΣ ¢ƻƳƳȅΦέ 
άh DƻŘ, wait a minuteτLΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 

Something wrong with my maskτǘƘŜ ŘŀƳƴ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΦέ ό{onnets 12-14)4 
 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƛŎƪǎ ǳǇ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇƻŜƳΣ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭȅ wƛŘƎŜΥ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΥέ 
 

ά!ƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ¢ƻƳΚέ 
ά¸ǳǇτI got it fixedτƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘΦέ ό{onnets 1-2)5 

 

But by the end of the middle of the poem, it is clear the worst has happened and is happening. 
¢ƘŜȅ Ǉŀǎǎ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƭȅƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ άǘŜŜǘƘ ŎƭŜƴŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘǳōŜǎέ ό{onnet 7)6 and later,  

 

                                                           
1 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem. 
2 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! War in Fifty-Odd Sonnets, idem. 
3 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem. 
4 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem. 
5 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem. 
6 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ Army: A War in Fifty-Odd Sonnets, idem. 



Florida Political ChronicleïCentennial of World War I & League of Nations vol.28, n.1 (2021) 
 

- 67 - 

[T]wo soldiers, pain-white, and a man they bore 
between, blind twisting head and drunken knees, 
τlike Christ. 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƻƴΣ .ǳŘτThereτ¸ƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŜƴ ƎŀǎǎŜŘΦέ ό{onnets 12-14)1 
 

.ǳǘΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇƻŜƳ ά/ƘƛǇƛƭƭȅ wƛŘƎŜΥ {ŜŎƻƴŘ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΣέ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƛǎ ǳǇ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ άǎǇŜŀƪŜǊέ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƳŜƴ obviously suffering and has a brief conversation with 
the officer in charge:  

 

ά.ȅ DƻŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳŜƴΚέ  
     άIŜȅ ǘƘŜǊŜτ 
Excuse me sirτyou going by any chance 
To the dressing station? I got twenty menτLΩƳ afraid 
They-re gassed pretty badτέ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΚέ 
άCƻǊ DƻŘ ǎŀƪŜ ǘŜƭƭ ΨŜƳ ƘǳǊǊȅ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŀƳōǳƭŀƴŎŜΦέ ό{onnets 9-14)2 
 

Again, Wyeth manages to pack a lot of information into just a few lines. The use of dialogue in 
these poems and throughout the book gives Wyeth an additional tool to meet the restrictions of a 
rhyme scheme. Dialogue also relaxes the sonnet form, makes the situations more personal and 
relatable, and bolsters the narrative. If we think of the sonnet sequence as documentary, then 
including realistic dialogueτand these lines may have actually been recorded verbatimτgives the 
poems authenticity and realism. 

The six poems covered here represent the best of ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets. 
¢ƘŜȅ ŜȄŜƳǇƭƛŦȅ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ƪŜŜƴ ǎƪƛƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƻŜǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊΦ Under-appreciated 
and almost forgotten, ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŀǳŘŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴŎƛǎƛǾŜ and 
realistic World War I poetry collections.3 

hƴ ŀƴ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōȅ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ hƳŀƴǎƻƴ ƛƴ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ǊŜǘƛŎŜƴǘ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ŀ 
cultivated artist among his contemporaries reveals intriguing traces of an even more complex hidden life 
beneath his official artistic and intellectual persona, while also intriguingly connecting his earlier Great 
War military experiences to World War II as a quiet, selfless American patriot. It is known that after World 
War I Wyeth had pursued a degree in literature at Princeton University for his poetry aspirations, 
constantly interrupted by side-travels to Europe, until in 1926 he broke-ƻŦŦ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΩǎ 
academic discipline despairing to know anything more from books, and settled instead in Europe as an 
American expat in the international artsy colony of Rapallo, Italy (1926-1932), where he was a long-term 
friend with Sir Max Beerbohm, Ezra Pound, William B. Yeats and Gerhard Hauptmann.4 

In 1932 on a ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘǊƛǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ /ƾǘŜ ŘΩ!ȊǳǊ ƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ in a homosexual relationship 
with Scottish painter Douglas Grant who later persuaded him to fully develop his skills as a full-time 
painter and sent him to Paris with an introduction to Jean Marchand of the Académie Moderne as his new 
pupil. Thereafter, Wyeth lived from 1932 to 1938 in Paris every winter and spring refining his painting 
skills under Marchand, while rotating every summers in Germany by painting at the popular vacation area 
of Berchtesgaden in the Bavarian Alps (where German dictator Adolf Hitler and his Nazi élite congregated) 
and in autumns at the Cistercian Monastery next-door to Schule Schloss Salem where the Nazi Hitler Jugend 

                                                           
1 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem. 
2 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem. 
3 Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ ƛƴ CƛŦǘȅ-Odd Sonnets, idem. 
4 άWƻƘƴ !ƭƭŀƴ ²ȅŜǘƘ όtƻŜǘύέ ƛƴ Wikipedia, idem. 
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όIƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘύ had a major training ground. Despite a lack of concrete evidences or memories by Wyeth, 
Omanson believes that considerable circumstantial evidence suggests that Wyeth, fluent in German and 
posing as a reserved, άƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘάΣ American expat artist, may have been also secretly spying on Nazi 
activities for U.S. Intelligence way before World War II, which is not implausible given his earlier Great 
War combat service as an Intelligence officer.1 

Equally significant, Wyeth suddenly broke-off his summer routine in July 1938 to rush back to New 
York City, just few months after Nazi Germany had annexed Austria (Anschluss, 12 March 1938) and under 
the shadows of the imminent Sudeten Crisis (17-30 September 1938) between Nazi Germany (supported 
by Fascist Italy and Axis states) and Czechoslovakia (supported by France, Great Britain and USSR), which 
at the time was seen as potentially threatening to precipitate World War II until briefly averted by the 
Munich Treaty (30 September 1938). Did he fear being exposed as a spy in the pre-war tensions engulfing 
Nazi Germany, or likely becoming trapped and interned should war explode suddenly? We do not know. 
Anyway, after resettling back into the Princeton area, in 1939 Wyeth was able to finally exhibit his paintings 
at the Corcoran Gallery of Art in Washington D.C. and at the Frank Rehn Gallery in New York City. 

Then again, as World War II engulfed the globe and dragged-in also the U.S.A. by December 1941, 
Wyeth re-enlisted to serve in World War II in the U.S. Coast Guard, although given his age (40 years-old) 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊΣ ōƻǘƘ hƳŀƴǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ 
ŀ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǉǳƛŜǘ άŎƻǾŜǊέ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ work against Germany. Missing any related service medals, 
or newly discovered written recollections by this very guarded and reticent intellectual artist (who lived 
ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǳƴǘƛƭ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мфумύΣ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ Ǉƻǎǎible intelligence 
activities in the 1930s and World War II needs to uncover any buried declassified secret reports by U.S. 
Army Intelligence and U.S. Navy Intelligence at the World War II Archives, or Pentagon. Only this will 
Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǳƴǾŜƛƭ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀl multiple patriotic wartime contributions, however limited they might 
have been, in those key turbulent times when few witnesses with a previous combat experience were 
on-site in Europe, undetected and aware of the rising threat from a former enemy emerging as a phoenix 
few decades ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƭŀƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ2 
 

       
      John Allan Wyeth, Princeton, late-1920s                      John Allan Wyeth, Princeton, late-1970s            ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜΣ Blawenburg Reformed Church Cemetery, N.J., U.S.A. 
johnallanwyeth.blogspot.com/2016/10/wyeths-war-sonnets-illustrated-3-eu-to_3.html  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Allan_Wyeth_(poet)   johnallanwyeth.blogspot.com/2016/10/wyeths-war-sonnets-illustrated-3-eu-to_3.html   

                                                           
1 Omanson, Bradley J., Before the Clangor of the Gun: the First World War Poetry of John Allan Wyeth (Monongahela 

Press, 2019), p.74-91; Omanson, Bradley J., The War Sonnets of John Allan Wyeth, Blog (October 2016), 
johnallanwyeth.blogspot.com/2016/10/wyeths-war-sonnets-illustrated-3-eu-to_3.html 
2 Omanson, Bradley J., Before the Clangor of the Gun: the First World War Poetry of John Allan Wyeth, idem, p.77, 89-91 & 96; 

Omanson, Bradley J., The War Sonnets of John Allan Wyeth, Blog (October 2016), 
johnallanwyeth.blogspot.com/2016/10/wyeths-war-sonnets-illustrated-3-eu-to_3.html ; Wyeth, J.A., ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅΥ ! ²ŀǊ 
in Fifty-Odd Sonnets, idem, p. XVIII; Weinberg, Gerhard L., A World at Arms: A Global History of World War II (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1994); Keegan, John, The Second World War (London: Viking Press, 1989). 
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Isaac Rosenberg: A Painter-Poet Genius Interrupted by War  
(by Agnieszka Leesch, M.A.) 
 

         
          Isaac Rosenberg self-portrait,   Private Isaac Rosenberg in World War I        Isaac Rosenberg grave, Bailleul Rd. East 
                    South Africa, 1915      Western Front, France, 1916-1918         Cemetery, St-Laurent-Blangy, Pas de Calais, 
      https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Rosenberg  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Rosenber g         France https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/169870217179213753/ 

 

 Although not as obscure as Wyeth, Isaac Rosenberg deserves recognition for some of the same 
uniqueness in his depiction of the war and his poetic verse that frustrated the critics and defied the 
άŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ƭǳƳƛƴŀǊƛŜǎΦ IŜ ǎǘǳōōƻǊƴƭȅ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŜŘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ 
ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ ŎƭŀǎƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΣ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ aŀǊǎƘΣ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ άŦŀǊ ǘƻƻ 
elemental, too imaginative, and too occupied with the struƎƎƭŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜΣέ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ άōƻǊƴ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΣέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ wƻōŜǊǘ DǊŀǾŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ wƻǎŜƴōŜǊƎ ǿŀǎ.1 

Rosenberg was born on 25 November 1890 in Bristol, Great Britain, from immigrant Lithuanian 
Jews, who lived ƛƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ƎƘŜǘǘƻΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ǎŎǊŀǿƴȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ LǎŀŀŎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ 
promise in drawing and in poetry, working as an apprentice at the Carl Hentschel firm of engravers in Fleet 
Street in 1904-1911, and penned his first known poem in 1905. wƻǎŜƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ǿŀǎ 
multifaceted: he was a writer, a poet, a painter, successful enough in painting and drawing to attend the 
renown Slade Art School, sponsored by three women of means, whose pieces were exhibited at the 
Whitechapel Gallery, sƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ άǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ colour, of atmosphere, 
and of draughtsmanship.έ2 His initial hope to turn this talent into a profession was, however, superseded 
by his growing focus on poetry, and in 1912 he published his first booklet of poems, Night and Day. 
 Then, in early-1914, due to chronic chest infections, he moved to South Africa, writing poetry until 
his return to Great Britain in March 1915, where he published a second collection of poems, Youth. 
Unemployed and struggling to help his ailing mother, Rosenberg enlisted by late-October 1915 in the British 
Army, despite loathing the destructions of the Great War. By June 1916, shortly after publishing a third and 
last collection of poems, Moses, he was sent to the front in France with the 11th .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΣ YƛƴƎΩǎ hǿƴ wƻȅŀƭ 
Lancaster Regiment (KORL). While fighting in the trenches he refused promotion from private to NCO and 
preferred, instead, to concentrate on writing poetry on any scraps of paper he could find, his own powerful 
trench poetry, which was then sent home to be typed by his sister Annie and then forwarded to friends 
(including Edward Marsh, Gordon Bottomley and Laurence Binyon), until published posthumously in 1922.3 

                                                           
1 Parsons, Ian, ed., The Collected Works of Isaac Rosenberg (London: Chatto & Windus, 1984), p.16. 
2 Parsons, ed., Collected Works of RosenbergΣ ƛŘŜƳΣ ǇΦноΤ άLǎŀŀŎ wƻǎŜƴōŜǊƎέ ƛƴ Wikipedia (2021), https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Rosenberg  
3 άLǎŀŀŎ wƻǎŜƴōŜǊƎέ ƛƴ Wikipedia, idem; ά¢ƘŜ LǎŀŀŎ wƻǎŜƴōŜǊƎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ The First World War I Digital Archives, 
http://ww1lit.nsms.ox.ac.uk/ww1lit/collections/rosenberg  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Rosenberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Rosenber%20g
https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/169870217179213753/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Rosenberg
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When the editor of The Collected Works of Isaac Rosenberg chose its FƻǊŜǿƻǊŘΩǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
none other than Siegfried Sassoon, who commenced the task by acknowledging that anything he said may 
ōŜ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ άŦǳƭƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ώwƻǎŜƴōŜǊƎΩǎϐ ƎŜƴƛǳǎΦέ IŜ ŀŘƳƛtted that any critical analysis 
of his trench poems was useless, as they all were ƻŦ ŦƛƴŜΣ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘΣ ƛƴŘŜƭƛōƭŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ άBreak of 
Day in the Trenches,έ in which the speaker longs for and is jealous of a ǊŀǘΩǎ άŎƻǎƳƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴέ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǘƻ 
move between the trenches of the opposing sides, mingling with both the German and the English soldiers 
by crossing the no-ƳŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎέ ŀƴŘ άǎǘǊƻƴƎέ 
soldiers do, helplesslȅ ǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άōƻǿŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ1 
 Another way to get to know Isaac Rosenberg is to read the letters he composed from the Front-lines 
to the loved ones for whom he made his ultimate sacrifice. He despised war but enlisted to help financially 
support Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ bƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǊƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜƴŎƘŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƴΩǎ 
ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅΣ Ƙƛǎ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΥ άL ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǘ ǿŜƭƭΣέ ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ 9Řǿard Marsh in April 1917.2  He truly believed that he would see the 
end of the combat, so he continued both writing poetry and drawing any chance there was a break in the 
fighting. But a year later, the Great War with its astounding atrocities begins to wear on his spirits and render 
ƘƛƳ ƘŜƭǇƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳΥ άL ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ōƛǘǎ L ǿǊƻǘŜ ώΧϐΣ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 
all poetry has gone quite out of me. I seem even to forget words, and I believe if I met anybody with ideas 
LΩŘ ōŜ Řǳmb. No drug could be more stupefying than our work (to me anyway), and this goes on like that old 
ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘǊƛŎƪƭƛƴƎΣ ŘǊƻǇ ōȅ ŘǊƻǇ ǳƴŜƴŘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŜƭǇƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΦέ3 
 Unlike Wyeth, this talented artist was consumed by the very war he hated but was not afforded the 
opportunity to show us the full scope of his immense talent. He himself knew that there was more energy 
ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΥ άL ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ Ƴȅ ǊŜŀŎƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǿΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎΣ ƛƴ ōƛǘǎΦ L ŀƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ 
of being empty. When I get more leisure in more settled times I will work on a larger scale and give myself 
ǊƻƻƳΦέ4  In his forward to The Collected Works of Isaac Rosenberg, Sassoon concurs, and he recognizes the 
death of Rosenberg as a loss for all humanity because his writinƎ άǿŀǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜǎ ƻǳǊ ƘǳƳŀƴ Ŏƭŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǳōƭƛƳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ5  Other critics link the poetry 
of Rosenberg to that of T.S. Eliot himself, prophesizing that he most likely would have changed the course 
of the romantic trends in English poetry, perhaps developing into one of the greatest English poets. 
Furthermore, as the late-Maurice de Sausmarez noticed of the art produced by Rosenberg in 1914, it already 
ƘŀŘ άŀ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜƭȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦέ6 

Tragically, the semi-destitute anti-war poet Rosenberg ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳƴŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ άǘǊŜƴŎƘ ǇƻŜǘǎέΣ 
killed-in-action (K.I.A.) ƻƴ м !ǇǊƛƭ мфму ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ hŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜǎΣ at the cusp 
of his own artistic growth.  Lost in a mass grave, he was found years after and first buried in the Northumberland 
Cemetery of Fampoux, then reinterred at Bailleul Road East Cemetery, St. Laurent-Blangy, near Arras, also in France.7 

ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀǊ ǘƻ 9ƴŘ !ƭƭ ²ŀǊǎέ ŘŜǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
extensive artistic output born from the atrocity that it was. We admire trench poetry because it affects us 
so deeply, recreating the reality so grotesque, gruesome, inhumane, so that we wish the war never took 
place, but had it not, we would be denied the most explicit testimony as to why upholding peace is both 
our duty and responsibility to the human race.8 

                                                           
1 Quote from Siegfried Sassoon in Foreword to Parsons, Ian, ed., Collected Works of Isaac Rosenberg, idem. 
2 Parsons, Ian, ed., Collected Works of Isaac Rosenberg, idem, p.27; Rosenberg, Isaac, Poetry Foundation, 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/isaac-rosenberg 
3 Parsons, Ian, ed., Collected Works of Isaac Rosenberg, idem, p.268; Rosenberg, Isaac, Poetry Foundation, idem. 
4 Parsons, Ian, ed., Collected Works of Isaac Rosenberg, idem, p.17; Rosenberg, Isaac, Poetry Foundation, idem. 
5 Parsons, Ian, ed., Collected Works of Isaac Rosenberg, idem, p.9; Rosenberg, Isaac, Poetry Foundation, idem. 
6 Parsons, Ian, ed., Collected Works of Isaac Rosenberg, idem, p.23; Rosenberg, Isaac, Poetry Foundation, idem. 
7 άLǎŀŀŎ wƻǎŜƴōŜǊƎέ ƛƴ Wikipedia, idem; άIsaac RosenbeǊƎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ The First World War I Digital Archives, idem. 
8 Rosenberg, Isaac, Poetry Foundation, idem; άLǎŀŀŎ wƻǎŜƴōŜǊƎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ The First World War I Digital Archives, idem. 
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          ά5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊϥǎ ƻŦ ²ŀǊέ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΣ LƳŀƎŜ ϭ Department of Documents,       ά{ǇǊƛƴƎέ όмфмт)   http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/rosenberg/war-poems.htm  

                      Imperial War Museum/The Isaac Rosenberg Literary Estate                                                                 public domain in its country of origin and other countries 
                public domain in its country of origin and other countries                       https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Spring_rosenberg.jpg  
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War Culture on the Silver Screen: the Film ά.ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƳƳŜΣ мфмсέ 

by Karen Hannel, Ph.D. (Chair Interdisciplinary Studies, Saint Leo University) 
 
 

            
       British Government, Yorkshire Evening Post Film advertisement     Photo above:  ά¢ƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƳƳŜΣ 1916έ ǿŀǊ-ŦƛƭƳ ǿƛǘƘ άƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇέ ǎŎŜƴŜΦ 
       for the showing of the war-film, ά¢ƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƳƳŜΣ 1916έ        tƘƻǘƻ ōŜƭƻǿΥ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ soldiers with a Mark IV tank at Flers, 17 September 1916, 
       https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Battle_of_the_Somme_(film)           https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/the-battle-of-the-somme-in-pictures-1916 

 
ABSTRACT:  In World War I the daily purposeless slaughter of trench warfare, where millions of soldiers and 
animals were killed and wounded, started the process of psychological brutalization of societies in Twentieth 
Century total wars. This also propelled development and mass use of wartime propaganda, government 
censorship and media self-censorship, to jointly persuade audiences on the Home Front to accept social 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǾŀƭƻǊ ƻŦ ŀ άǿŀǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀl will 
and continue the overwhelming war effort. The pioneering 1916 British war-film, The Battle of the Somme, 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜŜƳƛƴƎ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ !ƭƭƛŜŘ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎΣ ŀƭōŜƛǘ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ άǎŀƴƛǘƛȊŜŘέ όŎŜƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ 
all ghastly deaths and woundsύ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭǎ ƛƴ άǊŜŀƭ-ǊƛƳŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ-months-long Battle of the Somme, one 
of the bloodiest of the Great War. When British audiences saw The Battle of the Somme, all readily 
ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ŘƛǎōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ άǎŀƴƛǘƛȊŜŘέ ǿŀǊ-film as a shocking realistic portrayal 
of modern warfare, even if occasional private conversations with enlisted relatives and friends on furlough 
from the War Front might reveal, or not, an otherwise more hidden gruesome testimonials of combat. This 
historical war-film became an instant propaganda morale-booster with civilian audiences unequipped with 
sophisticated visual literacy skills and exposed for the first time to print and film propaganda, specifically 
designed to tap into deeply held convictions and nationalƛǎǘƛŎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ άǿŀǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέΦ {ǳŎƘ 
propaganda carried civilians and soldiers past logic to believe that total war was gentle and noble with 
deaths quick, painless and always honorable. The horrible truth, after a century, still remains hidden today. 
 
 
 

Having received notice that her husband had died on 6 July 1916 in the Battle of the Somme, one 
of the bloodiest in World War I (1914-1918), Mrs. Wilson of Droyslden (suburb of Manchester, England), 
went to see the British government film documentary of that battle hoping to catch a sight of her late-husband. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Battle_of_the_Somme_(film)
https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/the-battle-of-the-somme-in-pictures-1916/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Somme-film-ad.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:The_Battle_of_the_Somme_film_image1.jpg


Florida Political ChronicleïCentennial of World War I & League of Nations vol.28, n.1 (2021) 
 

- 73 - 

As she sat in the Droyslden Electric Theatre and the reels of show, The Battle of the Somme unfurled,1 
Mrs. Wilson got her wish. On black and white celluloid, carried on a stretcher, lay the man with whom she 
had built her life and ƴƛƴŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ aǊǎΦ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ άLǘΩǎ WƛƳΣ 
my husband!έ And several other people in the theatre also recognized Mr. Wilson.2 

In Great Britain, the media maintained support for World War I by subtly encouraging British 
civilians to emotionally identify with soldiers. Specifically, The Battle of the Somme allowed viewers to feel 
as if they were experiencing the reality of the Great War alongside the soldiers;3 this in turn cultivated a 
nationalistic ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ άǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ Great Britain 
(due to German submarine warfare in the Atlantic Ocean against Allied shipping) and occasional bombs 
dropped by German aircraft, while women surged into the workplace in unprecedented numbers, 
relatively speaking civilian life went on mostly unperturbed.4 This film, and the media as a whole, 
encouraged Britons to feel as though the war-time difficulties they endured were not that bad and were 
similar to what soldiers endured in the trenches. On the surface, this connection was achieved in the war-
ŦƛƭƳ ōȅ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǊŜǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ŎƘƻǊŜǎΣ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ ǎƭang so that 
the two shared a common language, and by soldiers looking directly into the camera lens and waving to 
the folks back home. In addition, a direct connection was established by releasing the film in the midst of 
the battle it reported on and by presenting some scenes from the point of view of individual soldiers 
staring across άƴƻ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘέ. Less obvious is the subtle political ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ 
and feelings through camera angles, staged scenes and the 63 intertitles written by the British War Office. 

One of the earliest films ever to capture war, The Battle of the Somme (1916) was commissioned by 
ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ²ŀǊ hŦŦƛŎŜ ¢ƻǇƛŎŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ άǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎώƛƴƎϐ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎώƛƴƎϐ Ƴǳƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǊŘŜǊέΦ5 The Battle of the Somme was 
filmed from November 1915 to the opening phase of this five months- long Allied offensive by Directors 
Geoffrey Malins, Edward Tong and J.B. McDowell (who replaced Tong by June 1916). Originally, Malins and 
McDowell were commissioned to film a series of newsreels. Yet, once the War Office viewed the rough shots 
the decision was made to hastily edit all shots into a 77-minutes, black and white, feature-length silent war-
film, which after being reviewed by British Secretary of War David Lloyd George was premiered on August 10 
ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜΩǎ ǎƭƻǿ ŎǊŀǿƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ōȅ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфмсΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǊ-film was immensely 
popular: estimates indicate 20 million British viewers (almost half of the population) saw it soon after its first 
release in nation-wide theaters (including a private screening for the Royal Family) and later shown in over 18 
countries.6 Despite some complaints about showing dead bodies and violence (in reality military censorship 
had already scrubbed most gruesome deaths deemed demoralizing), most viewers felt this war-film was an 
accurate representation of modern warfare and, just as the War Office had hoped, became even more 
enthusiastic supporters of the national effort in the Great Warτa huge propaganda boost!7 

                                                           
1 The Battle of the Somme. Film Directors Geoffrey Malins & J.B. McDowell (London: War Office Topical Committee, 1917). 
2 Quote from:  Fraser, Alastair, Steve Roberts & Andrew Robertshaw, Ghosts on the Somme: Filming the Battle, June-July 1916 
(London: Pen & Sword Military, 2016), p.128. 
3 Hodgkins, John, "Hearts and Minds and Bodies: Reconsidering the Cinematic Language of the Battle of the Somme" in Film & 
History, v.38, n.1 (2008): p.9-19, see p.13. 
4 hƴŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴ ŀǊǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘǇƘǊŀǎŜ ά.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΦέ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƎǳƛƭŘƘall 
ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ CƛǊǎǘ [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŘƳƛǊŀƭǘȅ όaƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǾȅύΣ ²ƛƴǎǘƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘƛƭƭΣ ƻƴ ф bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфмп ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ 
ƳŀȄƛƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΦέ vǳƻǘŜ ƛƴ Humes, James C., The Wit & Wisdom of Winston Churchill: a Treasury 
of More Than 1,000 Quotations and Anecdotes (New York: Harper-Collins, 1994), p.141. The underlying idea is that people 
should act as if war is a normal part of life and, as such, should not disrupt their personal or professional lives by taking note of 
it. It was implied that any show of protest, concern, or grief was deemed unpatriotic and aided the enemy.  
5 Reeves, Nicholas, "Cinema, Spectatorship and Propaganda: Battle of the Somme (1916) and its Contemporary Audience" in 
Historical Journal of Film, Radio & Television, v.17, n.1 (1997): p.5-28, see p.20. 
6 DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ мфмс ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ по ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ {ƳƛǘƘŜǊΣ wƻƎŜǊΣ άLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ The Battle of the Somme, DVD Booklet (London, Imperial 
War Museum, 2016): p.6;  Hodkins, idem, p.11; ά¢ƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƳƳŜ όмфмсύέ ƛƴ Wikipedia:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Battle_of_the_Somme_(film) 
7 ά¢ƘŜ Battle of the Somme όмфмсύέΣ ƛŘŜƳΦ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Battle_of_the_Somme_(film)
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Although popular civilian opinion held that this film was a realistic depiction of the horrors of war, 
photographs and eyewitness accounts by the combatants prove that the war-scenes illustrated in The Battle 
of the Somme had been άcleansedέ (censored) of most of its violence and gruesomeness, and edited to create 
a constructed image of soldiers as happy fellows full of goodwill even towards their enemies.1 A small sampling 
of quotes from newspaper reviews of the film attest to the reality people felt they were seeing: the Manchester 
Guardian ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘΤέ ǘƘŜ Daily Express ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άCƻǊ ǎƘŜŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƛǎƳΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ 
perhaps never bŜŜƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄŎŜƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŦƛƭƳΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘΤέ ǘƘŜ Daily Mirror 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŀǎ άŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƭ ƻŦ ǿŀǊΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǘŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎέΤ ŀƴŘΣ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ Morning Post said thŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ άŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛƳ ƘƻǊǊƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǊέΦ2  

However, a closer analysis of the film reveals two of the scenes which most impressed viewers were, 
in fact, staged and that other scenes, while authentic, were selected with a specific eye to show as much 
decorum as possible. It was not the deep, sucking mud men were forced to run through amid a hail of machine- 
gun bullets, nor the endemic plague of lice, nor the grisly effect of shrapnel devastating the human body that 
British audiences saw when they watched The Battle of the Somme. 

Instead, they saw predominantly ordinary young men laughing with one another as they went about 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƻǊŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŜŎƘƻŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΥ έ¢ƻƳƳƛŜǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ 
shortened form of the common name Tommy Atkins came to stand for all British soldiers and in short time, 
ŀƭǎƻ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŀǎ ά¢ƻƳƳƛŜǎέ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊǎΦ DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ !ǊƳȅ 
hailed from the relatively small area of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland it was easy to think of soldiers as 
hometown boys (soon reinforced by combat contingents from all the British Empire). Moreover, it was easy 
for audiences, especially those in the working class, to draw comparisons between the repetitive work they 
did in factories, or the labor involved in rolling bandages, or mass producing care packages with the repetitive 
work soldiers were shown doing in The Battle of the Somme. With a specific hidden propaganda message 
aimed at encouraging munitions workers to work harder, this film spends a great deal of time showing soldiers 
moving, stacking and loading shells in order to trigger a broader sense of pride and community among 
Ƴǳƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻƳōǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻƳƳƛŜǎέ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ Iƻmeland. 

There is no evidence that The Battle of the Somme inspired increased production of munitions in 
Great Britain, but there is ample evidence proving that people who did not ordinarily attend the cinema 
saw the film. At this time, most upper- and middle-class people at the time still felt the cinema to be an 
entertainment suited only for the lowest classes. One film manufacturer baldly stated in 1914 that 
άŎƛƴŜƳŀǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΥ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳέ.3 Given 
this pervasive opinion, it is not surprising that the War Office, staffed by upper- and middle-class officers, 
had to be convinced that a film depicting the Great War could provide propaganda aid in the war effort.  

While The Battle of the Somme was seen by most of Britain, and the overall response was very 
favorable, there is no evidence that the film sparked an increase in enlistment. However, there is reason to 
believe that the British government wanted to know if young people, who might become soldiers or women 
war workers, were favorably influenced by the film. In 1917, the bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ aƻǊŀƭǎΩ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ The 
Cinema: Its Present Position and Future Possibilities, ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŦƛƭƳ ƎŜƴǊŜǎΦ 
This governmŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎΣ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
children delighted in government war-films and that these had a strong educative quality:4 
                                                           
1 ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IŜƴǊƛ .ŀǊōǳǎǎŜΩǎ ƴƻǾŜƭ Under Fire (1916; reprinted London: Penguin, 2003) most of the realistic 
eyewitness accounts by combatants (be them memoirs, or novels, or poetry) inspired by the Great War, were published in the 
late-1920s to early-1930s, many years after its conclusion. 
2 All quotes from Reeves, Ϧ/ƛƴŜƳŀΣ {ǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀέΣ ƛŘŜƳΣ ǇΦмсΤ ά¢ƘŜ Battle of the Somme όмфмсύέΣ ƛŘŜƳΦ 
3 All quotes from Reeves, Ϧ/ƛƴŜƳŀΣ {ǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀέΣ ƛŘŜƳΣ p.29. 
4 National Council of Public Morals. Cinema Commission of Inquiry, The Cinema Its Present Position & Future Possibilities: Report & Chief 

Evidence Taken by the Cinema Commission of Inquiry by the National Council of Public Morals (London, Williams & Norgate, 1917). 
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The popularity of such films with children was clearly shown by an investigation of the interest of 
school children in different types of film. About 7.000 children were asked which moving picture 
they liked the most of all they had seen in cinema theatres. Of these more than 10% selected war 
pictures, and the excellent descriptions of such films demonstrated clearly that the children had 
fully appreciated the main points and derived great benefit in thus being able to obtain the best 
kind of evidence of what is going one at the Western Front. The child, after seeing such films as the 
Battle of the Somme and Battle of the Ancre, would naturally be able to form a far more intelligent 
conception of the nature of warfare than would be possible by reading or class instruction.1 

 

Interestingly, the council repeatedly refers to official war-films as being propaganda for adults and 
ȅŜǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ άŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛƭƳǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ furthermore 
interesting to note that this study, requested by and presented to the British government, surveyed sixth 
ŦƻǊƳ άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄǘƘ ŦƻǊƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мт-18 years old; old enough, in 
other words, to enlist. Although the council never acknowledges this fact, it seems too convenient to be 
a coincidence that the government which made The Battle of the Somme was making inquiries about 
interest in films amongst the young men who would make-up the next generation of enlisted soldiers.2 

The film-makers made it easy for potential soldiers and the citizenry to imagine what it would be like 
to be in trench combat in France by including several manipulated points-of-view scenes. Perhaps the most 
famous point-of-view in The Battle of the Somme is the scene at the conclusion of Part II which is introduced 
ōȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǘƛǘƭŜ нтΥ ά¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΦ Wǳƭȅ мst мфмсΦέ ²ƛǘƘ ǎŀƴŘōŀƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘǳƳǇ ƻŦ ŀ ǘǊŜŜΣ ōŀǊōŜŘ ǿƛǊŜ ŜƴǘŀƴƎƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άƴƻ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴiddle ground, while in the 
background a line of trees on the horizon where clouds of dirt are thrown up into the air as shells land, the 
ǾƛŜǿŜǊ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜƴŎƘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƘŜƭƭǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ άƴƻ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘέΣ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ 
to the BrƛǘƛǎƘ ǘǊŜƴŎƘŜǎΦ LƴǘŜǊǘƛǘƭŜ ну ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ ƛǎ άŦƛȄƛƴƎ ōŀȅƻƴŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘǊŜƴŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭƛƴŜΦέ {ƻƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ άƎƻ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀƭǇŀōƭŜ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ 
of these scenes is thrilling even today, 90 yeŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊΩǎ ŜƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻ ōŀŎƪ 
in 1916 when the audience consisted of people who all knew at least one or more persons serving in World 
War I. The Birmingham Gazette ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŀǎ άǾŜǊȅ ǘƘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎέΦ3 

tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 
experiencing war alongside the soldiers was the jaunty soldier slang used 
ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǘƛǘƭŜǎΦ CƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ƛƴǘŜǊǘƛǘƭŜ но ǊŜŀŘǎΥ ά¢ƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ 
ΨŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǇƛƎǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ф-пр ƛƴŎƘ ǘǊŜƴŎƘ ƳƻǊǘŀǊǎ ǘƻ ǎƳŀǎƘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΩǎ 
trenches and dug-ƻǳǘǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǘƛǘƭŜ takes 
place in a claustrophobically small mortar pit. The feeling communicated by 
these scenes is that we, the audience, are one of the soldiers loading and 
ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ Ǝǳƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻƻǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ άŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǇƛƎǎέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
enemy. Other intertitleǎ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿέ 
ōȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƻǊǘŀǊǎ ŀǎ άǇƭǳƳ ǇǳŘŘƛƴƎǎέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ Ǝǳƴ ŀǎ 
άDǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΦέ !ǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊǎ (like Major-General Henry de 
Beauvoir de Lisle) who led these slightly irreverent hometown boys, they 
appear in just two scenes and both on horseback against gently rolling hills 

                                                           
1 National Council of Public Morals, The Cinema Its Present Position and Future, idem, p. LX-LXI. 
2 According to a 1917 report by the British War Cabinet, war-ŦƛƭƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭōƻȅǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅƳŜƴέΣ ŀǎ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ Badsey, Stephen, "Book Review: Media, Memory and the First World War" in Journal of Military 
History, v.74, n.1 (2010): p.275-276. One wonders if the War Office, improvising on these beliefs, endeavored through skillful cinematic 
ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƛƳǇǳƭǎŜǎ ƛƴ άǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭōƻȅǎέ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƘƛƎƘwaymenτsoldiers. 
3 All quotes from Reeves, Ϧ/ƛƴŜƳŀΣ {ǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀέΣ ƛŘŜƳΣ p.15. 

Figure 1:      IWM Q79486 
Malins: άLƴ ŀ ǘǊŜƴŎƘ ƳƻǊǘŀǊ ǘǳƴƴŜƭΣ 
during the battle of the Somme, at 
Beaumont Hamel, July 1st, 1916έΦ 
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that bear no sign of war. These symbolical images conformed to popular pseudo-medieval ideas and official 
language which cast military leaders as chivalrous knights. The audience, then, was encouraged to feel both a 
ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǊŀŘŜǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ά¢ƻƳƳȅέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳƎǳǎǘ ƘŜǊƻƛŎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƎƻƻŘ ŦƛƎƘǘέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΦ 

Part I of The Battle of the Somme begins with the BritiǎƘ άǎƻŦǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǳǇέ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Germans this meant terrifying, bloody days of non-stop bombardment with around 1,738,000 British 
shells dropped on their front-lines (of which 1,5 million shells just in the seven days prior to the attack). 
The war-film, at this point, does not show the gruesome effect of bombing. Instead, it shows soldiers 
loading artillery guns and firing them. In effect this creates an emotional distance which allows the 
audience to forget that the bombs being launched across the distance eventually killed or wounded 
people and animals. On a fundamental level this war-film, if it was to succeed, had to avoid acknowledging 
to British civilians that their own troops took life. In the second half of the war-film dead and wounded 
bodies are shown, but nowhere is the hand-to-hand combat depicted and while British soldiers are shown 
being shot as they emerge from their trenches όάƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇέύΣ Germans never are. This effectively casts 
the British as victims, rather than aggressors, a role which is easier to morally stomach than the opposite.1 

   As this is a silent film, organ or orchestral music accompanied all local screenings in theaters. The 
Belfast Evening Telegraph ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƳŀǊŎƘŜǎΣ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭŜƳƴ ƳŜƭƻŘƛŜǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ 
and that they were so pleasing that had the film been of lesser quality the audience could have enjoyed a 
pleasurable evening just by closing their eyes and listening to the music.2 Something that combatants and 
women war-workers remark upon frequently in memoirs, novels, poems, letters and interviews is the 
maddening level of noise on the battlefield.3 Indeed, when doctors first began seeing serious cases of 
mental stress in soldiers they believed it was a physical injury caused by the deafening, concussive 
explosions of shells. Thus, the initial name άǎƘŜƭƭ shockέ attached to this psychological collapse in many 
soldiers on all sides. When The Battle of the Somme was shown to British soldiers in France their primary 
criticism was that the film did not capture at all the real noise of war!4  Indeed, the audience did not 
experience this terrifying aspect of war and, it seems, did not realize how much the constant explosion of 
bombs defined the war experience. The audienŎŜΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǎŀǘ άŀǎ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŀǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭέ 
(according to the British Weekly), listened to beautiful music, contemplated heroism and courage from far 
away, and stared in awe at the mechanized, muscular elegance of muted howitzers.5 

After the artillery bombardment concludes Part II of the war-film, the Allied infantry offensive 
commenced in Part III with ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ άƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇέ attack scene. In quite a few documentaries about 
World War I this scene is presented as a real-life, true visual document of actual soldiers leaving their 
trenches and charging into ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀǘŜǊŜŘ άƴƻ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘέ. Certainly, audiences in 1916 believed this scene 

                                                           
1 /ƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊƛƴƎ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ƛƴ tŀǊǘ LΣ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǘƛǘƭŜ ǊŜŀŘǎ άtƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ ¢ǊŜƴŎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ CƛǾŜ 5ŀȅǎ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ !ǘǘŀŎƪέΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
most sources agree that the bombardment lasted eight days, not five. See Morton, Desmond & J. L. Granatstein. Marching to Armageddon: 
Canadians & the Great War 1914-19 ό¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΣ /ŀƴŀŘŀΥ [ŜǎǘŜǊ ϧ hǊǇŜƴ 5ŜƴƴȅǎΣ мфуфύΣ ǇΦфпΤ ά¢ƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƳƳŜ όмфмсύέΣ ƛŘŜƳΦ 
2 Quote from IŀƎƎƛǘƘΣ ¢ƻōȅΣ άwŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aǳǎƛŎŀƭ !ǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ The Battle of the Somme όмфмсύέ ƛƴ Film History, 
v.14, n.1 (2002): p.11-24. 
3 Numerous authors in poems, memoirs and novels describe the effect of being subjected for days on end to the ear-splitting, 
jolting impact of shells. Some explosions were so loud as to even be heard in Southern England; this was true of the Hawthorn 
Ridge mine which was detonated on 1 July 1916 and is captured on film by Malins. For a taste of how the noise of war 
bombardments affected trench soldiers, here is a short excerpt describing the Battle of Passchendaele from !ΦaΦ .ǳǊǊŀƎŜΩǎ 
memoir War is War (London: Pen & Sword Military, 2010), p.144Υ  ά¢ƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǇǇŀƭƭƛƴƎ ōƻƳōŀǊŘƳŜƴǘΣ ǉǳƛǘŜ 
as bad as the one we had endured in the early hours of the morning. Shells fell around me like acorns dropping from a tree and 
the shock of every explosion was like a punch over the solar plexus. I had been through a great deal already, and now felt that 
L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜŀǊ ƛǘΦ L ŎǊƻǳŎƘŜŘ ǎƘƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƳǇŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŜȄǘǊŜƳƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭtogether 
Ŧǳƴƪ ώŎƻǿŀǊŘƛŎŜϐΤ L ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴȅ ǿƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ōƭŀǎǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƳŜΦέ 
4 Gilbert, Martin, The Somme: Heroism and Horror in the First World War (New York: Holt, 2006), p.150. 
5 All quotes from Reeves, Ϧ/ƛƴŜƳŀΣ {ǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀέΣ ƛŘŜƳΣ p.19. 
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ǿŀǎ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎǘŀƎŜŘΦ /ƭƻǎŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇέ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ŀ 
number of tell-tale signs that show these scenes as constructed -- not the least of which is when one of 
the dead soldiers makes himself a little more comfortable by crossing his legs! Beyond telling details like 
this, common sense dictates that the film-makers simply could not have shot these scenes without risking 
being themselves torn to pieces by enemy machine-gun fire. Malins and McDowell used two hand-cranked 
cameras to shoot all reels of this war-film (a Debrie and a Moy & Bastie), which were large, unwieldy and 
required a change of film every six minutes. In the heat of battle, amid a hail of bullets and shrapnel, there 
is simply no way Malins or McDowell could have captured aƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ άƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇέ ǎŎŜƴŜΦ1  

Understandably, given that this is a propaganda film, very little time is spent showing men getting 
shot as they traverse ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀǘŜǊŜŘ άƴƻ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘέ. And, striking for its absence, no man is shown being 
obliterated by enemy shells. While this indeed would have been a ghastly scene to watch, it is an event 
which certainly occurred and which is constantly repeatedly described in the literature of the era. For 
ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ƛƴ 9ǊƛŎƘ aŀǊƛŀ wŜƳŀǊǉǳŜΩǎ ƴƻǾŜƭ All Quiet on the Western Front, the main character, Paul Bäumer 
chases after one new recruit, who, having been driven mad by the artillery bombardment, runs out of the 
comparative safety of the dugout where the German troops have taken shelter. .ŅǳƳŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǳǘ 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜǎΧ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ώŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōƻƳōϐ ǎƘǊieks again, I fling myself down and when I stand 
up the wall of the trench is plastered with smoking splinters, lumps of ŦƭŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ōƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳέΦ2 

Given that this was the fate of so many soldiers, it is important to note that The Battle of the 
Somme doeǎ ƴƻǘΣ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅΣ Ƙƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ άǾŀǇƻǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƳǳŎƘ 
less that it occurred regularly.3 While shots of indistinct dead soldiers and lightly wounded soldiers appear 
in Parts III and IV, none of these images are graphic. TƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ƳŜƴΩǎ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŀŎǘΥ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ 
jaws or legs, no intestines are spilled-out, instead it appears as if the dead were all killed instantly and 
painlessly.4 These sanitized scenes remind one of Siegfried {ŀǎǎƻƻƴΩǎ ǇƻŜƳΣ άDƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴέ ǿƘŜre he 
ǎƴŜŜǊǎΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜϥǊŜ ƘŜǊƻŜǎΣ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ ƭŜŀǾŜκhǊ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŀōƭŜ ǇƭŀŎŜέΦ5 And yet 
the civilians kept believing this government-ŦŜŘ ŎŜƴǎƻǊŜŘ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ƻƴ άǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎέ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǿŀǊŦŀǊŜΣ 
despite the very heavy losses and atrociously-wounded discharged veterans, or despite private 
conversations with enlisted relatives and friends on-leave from the War-Front who might reveal, or not 
(as most combat veterans tend to speak openly only to other veterans and rarely open-up to civilians 
about their own past combat nightmares), those hidden more real and gruesome war testimonials. 

Part IV concentrates on British soldiers caring for captured German soldiers and for their own 
wounded. The scenes wherein British soldiers tend the wounds of Germans and offer them water and 
cigarettes especially appealed to British civilians as it supported in their minds the racist belief that the British 
ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊōŀǊƛŎ άIǳƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ soldiers are compassionate even to their 
enemy. However, the action in these scenes was profoundly manipulated by Malins and McDowell who 

                                                           
1 Fraser, Roberts & Robertshaw, Ghosts on the Somme, idem, p.13. Contrast instead the very realistic modern reinterpretations 
ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L άƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇέ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ-winner war-films: the Anglo-French Paths of Glory (1957) 
by Stanley Kubrick with Kirk Douglas in this vivid combat scene: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gyyGHHXfck  and in the 
Franco-American A Very Long Engagement/Un Long Dimanche de Fiançailles (2004) by Jean-Pierre Jeunet with Audrey Tautou 
in these two combat-scenes: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bf70OPKUyYU &  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ue6g9v1NF4  
2 Remarque, Erich Maria, All Quiet on the Western Front. Trans. A.W. Wheen (New York: Random House, 1982), p.111. 
3 The Thiepval Memorial has etched on its walls the names of 72,367 British soldiers whose bodies were never recovered during 
or after the battle of the Somme because they were either buried by their comrades on the double-quick, or ground beneath 
the treads of tanks, or blown to smithereens by mortars. That is about 513 British soldiers who died every single day somewhere 
along the 12 miles war-front of this 141-days battle and whose bodies were never found. That means the bodies of more than 
half of the 131,000 British who died in this battle were never recovered. See Gliddon, Gerald, Legacy of the Somme 1916: The 
Battle in Fact, Film and Fiction (Michigan Sutton Publishing, 1996), p.VI. 
4 ά¢ƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƳƳŜ όмфмсύέΣ ƛŘŜƳΦ 
5 Sassoon, Siegfried, Counter-Attack (New York: Dutton & Company, 1918), p.32;  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gyyGHHXfck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bf70OPKUyYU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ue6g9v1NF4
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directed British soldiers to give succor to the Germans prisoners. Maybe they were and maybe they were 
not, but it took Malins and McDowell to instigate this particular scene of compassion between enemies. 

Part V concludes the film with some more footage of wounded being cared for and British soldiers 
happily preparing for the next engagement where, an intertitle tells uǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜƪ άŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƭŀǳǊŜƭǎΦέ ! ǊŜǾƛŜǿ 
of film The Battle of the Somme in the Bath and Wilts Chronicle describes the men marching onto the next 
ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ άǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΣ ǿŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƙŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ψ{ƳƛƭŜΣ ǎƳƛƭŜΣ ǎƳƛƭŜΦΩέ1  One 
would never guess from either the war-film or the newspaper reports that the Somme was one of the costliest 
and most useless battles of the entire Great War: overall some 310,000 British, French and German soldiers 
were killed. Among the British, 432,000 more were wounded, of which it is believed that 150,000 died 
subsequently and 100,000 were so badly wounded that they were permanently discharged from service.2 

An indication of how soldiers felt about the devastating five months-long Battle of the Somme may 
be gleaned from the nickname thŜȅ ƎŀǾŜ ƛǘΥ άǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ CǳŎƪ-¦ǇέΦ3 Not surprisingly, that particular word 
from the jaunty soldier slang vernacular did not appear on any intertitle in the war-film. Given such grim 
statistics why did the men in The Battle of the Somme so often appear jovial? Max Plowman, in his memoir, 
A Subaltern on the Somme, offers this explanation:  

 

άLΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀ ōǳƴŘƭŜ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƳƳŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƴƻǿ 
being shown at the Scala in LƻƴŘƻƴΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ΨŎƘŜŜǊȅ ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΩ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴǿƛǘǘƛƴƎƭȅ 
ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘŜŎŜǇǘƛǾŜΣ L ŦŀƴŎȅΦ ΧǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭȅ ǎŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ƻǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 
phenomenon and a reminder of home, which any men anywhere would greet with cheŜǊǎΦέ4 

 

Another explanation appears time and time again in the novels and memoirs of the era: after 
coming so close to death in the frontlines, soldiers, when they were being relieved and moved back, would 
frequently exhibit such giddy relief that they were often described as acting like drunk men. Barbusse 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ƻƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ άƳǳǘƛƭŀǘŜŘέ муth Company, who had suffered very heavy casualties: 

 

These men are happy, despite everything, as they emerge from hell ς for the very reason that 
they are emerging. They are coming back, they are saved. Once again death was there, but 
ǎǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ Χ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘȅΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǿŜŀǊƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǇŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
recent slaughter, and their brothers have been snatched away from around them, in spite of 
everything, in spite of themselves, thŜȅ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ŀǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘΧΦ5 

 

Another explanation is put forth by, among others, Elaine Showalter and Paul Fussell. This theory 
posits that widespread, diffuse social pressure compelled British men to always, at any cost, keep a stiff 
ǳǇǇŜǊ ƭƛǇΦ {ƘƻǿŀƭǘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άώŎϐƘƛŜŦ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
war was the ability to tolerate the appalling filth and stink of the trenches, the relentless noise, and the 
constant threat of death with stoic good humor, and to allude to it in phlegmatic understatement. 
LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴŜ ƛŘŜŀƭέΦ6 Fussell asserts 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƻƴŜ ŀǎ ǳƴƳŀƴƭȅΤ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀ άƎƛǊƭȅ Ƴŀƴέ ǿƘƻ ǎƻ ƭŀŎƪŜŘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ 
that he could not assert self-control. In The Battle of the Somme, intertitle 42 hints at this; it reads: 

                                                           
1 Quote in {ƳƛǘƘŜǊΣ wƻƎŜǊΣ άΨ²ŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ tƛŎǘǳǊŜ /ŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ {ŜŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ !ƴȅƻƴŜΩΥ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ CŀŎǘǳŀƭ CƛƭƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
CƛǊǎǘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ tŜǊƛƻŘέ ƛƴ Film History, v.14, n.3 (2002): p.390-404, especially p.395. 
2 Prior, Robin & Trevor Wilson, The Somme (New Haven, CN: Yale University Press, 2006), p.301. 
3 Fussell, Paul, The Great War and Modern Memory (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), p.12. 
4 Plowman, Max, A Subaltern on the Somme (London: Naval & Military Press, 2009), p.130. 
5 Barbusse, Under Fire, idem, p.47. 
6 Fussell, The Great War & Modern Memory, idem; {ƘƻǿŀƭǘŜǊΣ 9ƭŀƛƴŜΣ άaŀƭŜ IȅǎǘŜǊƛŀΥ ²ΦIΦwΦ wƛǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ {ƘŜƭƭ 

{ƘƻŎƪέ ƛƴ The Female Malady: Women, Madness and English Culture: 1830-1980 (New York: Pantheon Books, 1985), p.169. 
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ά.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ wounded and nerve-shatǘŜǊŜŘ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎΦέ1 The idea inherent in this statement is 
that British soldiers might suffer physical wounds, but they were neither weak-willed nor unmanly and, as 
such, did not lose control of their emotions ς as the Germans, being inferior, instead did. 
 

   
Artillery barrages light up the sky in the attack on Beaumont Hamel, 2 July 191      .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƛŘŜŘ ōȅ DŜǊƳŀƴ th² ƛƴ ά.ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƳƳŜ мфмсέ  
both in Rare Historical Photos https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/the-battle-of-the-somme-in-pictures-1916/ 

 

Why did British civilians accept so wholeheartedly and uncritically this propaganda war-film which 
was made, after all, by the War Office, an organization with a vested interest in keeping the war going? 
There is no one answer to this question. Rather, the reasons for this naïve acceptance of the war-film are 
many and thread together to create a web that would ultimately ensnare the lives of some nine million 
soldiers over the course of the Great War. In part audiences did not critically evaluate this film because 
they had never seen a war-film quite like this before. They had very little knowledge in the way of visual 
literacy and propaganda manipulation, and thus had not yet learned to be suspicious of the moving image. 
Secondly, virtually every source that reported on World War I, in whatever media, presented the same 
government-approved, censored and sanitized vision of war depicted in The Battle of the Somme. General 
Douglas Haig, Commander-in-Chief on the Western Front, commenting to his wife on how well the press 
supported the Great WŀǊ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǳǇ ǎǇƭŜƴŘƛŘƭȅέ.2 The continuity 
between what viewers saw almost live on the άsilver screenέ and what they read in the censured 
newspapers inspired people to believe they were being told the truth. For instance, when Philip Gibbs, an 
embedded reporter for the Allies, reported on the wounded filtering back from the frontlines of the 
Somme, he described them in much the same way as the soldiers in The Battle of the Somme were 
depictedΥ ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƳŜƴΣ ǎƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŀƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƳŜlted 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƎǊƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ΨƧƻƭƭȅΩ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
bumped a little. There was a look of pride in their eyes as they came driving down like wounded knights 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǘƻǳǊƴŜȅέ.3 Given that on the first day alone at the Somme, 21,392 British soldiers died, it seems 
rather more likely that the soldiers, who were anything but knights, were simply happy to still be alive.4 

Turning to Gibbs again, we can observe a spontaneous phenomenon that occurred in the press: 
self-censorship, meaning the press internally censored itself without much overt pressure from the 
government. The reports from the Somme that Gibbs provided The Times appeared in the newspaper 

                                                           
1 Quote from Fussell, The Great War & Modern Memory, idem, p.22. 
2 Quote from Bourke, Joanna, 5ƛǎƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀƭŜΥ aŜƴΩǎ .ƻŘƛŜǎΣ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1996), p.21. 
3 Quote from Grabolle, Harro, Verdun and the Somme (Budapest: Akademiai Kiado, 2004), p.115. 
4 Gliddon, Legacy of the Somme 1916, idem, p. VII. 

https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/the-battle-of-the-somme-in-pictures-1916/
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were virtually unaltered: there was nothing in his reports to which censors might object. In 1917, Gibbs 
published The Battle of the SommeΣ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƭŘ ŀƭƭ 
there is tell of the agonies of this war, nor given in full realism the horrors that are inevitable in such 
ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎέΦ Dƛōōǎ and other reporters, defended their choice to self-censor saying that their choice was 
made out of kindness for the surviving family members of dead soldiers.1 While this desire to shield people 
from pain is admirable, one might argue that it would have been a greater kindness to tell the unvarnished 
ǘǊǳǘƘ όǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅύ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻƻŘǎƘŜŘΣ 
might decide to end the Great War sooner ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘerpretation of national will 
and patriotism. One might further ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳŎƘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
emotional decisions for the public. Nor would any government allow true freedom of the press in wartime. 

While the wartime ƳŜŘƛŀΩǎ ƛƴǎǘƛƴŎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŦ-censor also reflects the desire to avoid severe 
government censorship, it also speaks to a larger, more obscure instinct called spontaneous or voluntary 
propaganda. This is not propaganda forced on the naïve masses by manipulative governments, but rather 
propaganda that rises out of the beliefs and convictions of average people and organically evolves without 
the oversight of any authoritative body. This grassroots evocation is generally not how we usually conceive 
of propaganda, but as Audoin-Rouzeau and Becker convincingly argue in their work, 14-18: Understanding 
the Great War, that there is little other explanation to account for the massive outpouring of patriotic 
sentiment that was felt all over Europe, especially initially during the days of the άAugust Madnessέ ƻŦ 
1914. Evidence of this widespread sentiment in all countries can be seen in the huge number of jingoistic 
knickknacks, such as commemorative plates, postcards ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǘƻȅǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ 
everyone from individual artisans to corporations throughout the Great War years.2 In Germany, in the 
first month of the war alone, more than one million poems were published in newspapers by amateur 
poets in praise of Germany and in support of the Great War.3 No government agency bent on denigrating 
the enemy or lauding the home country ordered these things; rather, they arose naturally out of 
nationalistic convictions held by the general population.  

For this reason, Audoin-Rouzeau and Becker state that it is more ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ άǿŀǊ 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀΦ ά²ŀǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊȅǎǘŀƭƭƛȊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ƛǘǎ ŘŜŜǇ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜέΦ4  In New Approaches to 
European History, Becker, Audoin-Rouzeau and Leonard V. Smith elaborate on this definition saying that 
άwar cultureέ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ άŀ ōǊƻŀŘ-based system of representations through which the French made sense 
of the war and persuaded themselves to continue fighǘƛƴƎ ƛǘέΦ5 It took governments time to figure out how 
ǘƻ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻƴǘŀƴŜƻǳǎ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴƴŀǘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ άǿŀǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƴ 
be seen in the fact that the British War Office had to be convinced that a film depicting the current war might 
be useful in promoting the collective national war effort. Eventually, governments appropriated all elements 
ƻŦ ǎǇƻƴǘŀƴŜƻǳǎ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜǎǘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ άǿŀǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦ 
 At the beginning of World War I, all governments primarily tried to control via censorship the flow 
of information so as to keep bad news from reaching the civilian population and sustain their commitment 
to the war effort. For instance, the first British Secretary for War, Lord Kitchener, would not allow any 
reporters anywhere near the frontlines until May 1915 and when he finally did concede this point, only 

                                                           
1 All quotes from Grabolle, Verdun and the Somme, idem, p.115. 
2 Audoin-Rouzeau, Stephane & Annette Becker, 14-18: Understanding the Great War (New York: Hill & Wang, 2002), p.109-110. 
3 [ƛǳƭŜǾƛŎƛǳǎΣ ±ŜƧŀǎ DŀōǊƛŜƭΣ ά[ŜŎǘǳǊŜ ¢ǿŜƴǘȅΥ tǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ²ŀǊέ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΥ ¢ƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊέ (Course Guidebook USA: The 
Teaching Company, 2006), p. 111-115. 
4 Quote from Audoin-Rouzeau & Becker, 14-18: Understanding the Great War, idem, p.102. 
5 Smith, Leonard V., Stephane Audoin-Rouzeau & Annette Becker, New Approaches to European History) France and the Great 
War (New Haven, CN: Cambridge University Press, 2003), p. XV. 



Florida Political ChronicleïCentennial of World War I & League of Nations vol.28, n.1 (2021) 
 

- 81 - 

five reporters were allowed in.1 In time, as governments grew more sophisticated in their understanding 
and usage of formal propaganda, and as the Great War continued to drag on year after year in even more 
unimaginable depths of blood, destruction and financial ruin, all government agencies dedicated to 
packaging the war for public consumption became as concerned with crafting positive war messages as 
they were with censorship. With World War I as a total war racking up so many dead and wounded, it 
became necessary for governments even to instruct people ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ άǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘέ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ar and 
how their participation and sacrifices had meaning within the entire national effort.  

It is worth remembering at the time the National Council of Public Morals deemed The Battle of 
the Somme and other similar war-films as having especially useful educative qualities. Today the formal 
propaganda that saturated these countries seems heavy-handed and amusing, but for people who were 
often in mourning over dead sons, brothers and fathers, and who were also unused to media-generated 
propaganda Blitzkriegs, these campaigns usually met with success. An example would be this bit of 
rhetoric that appeared in a London newspaper shortly after the British suffered renewed devastating 
losses in March 1918 when the German Army once again on the offensive seized 40 miles of Allied territory 
on the Somme and came very close to breaking through the Allied positions:2 

 

                                                                                     
          Royal Irish Rifle soldiers resting at the ŦǊƻƴǘ ƛƴ ά.ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƳƳŜ мфмсέ ƛƴ Rare Historical Photos 

                                     https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/the-battle-of-the-somme-in-pictures-1916/  

 

However, while it is true that audiences were not equipped with sophisticated visual literacy skills 
and they were exposed to images, in print and film, specifically designed to tap deeply held convictions 
ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǾŀƭƻǊ ƻŦ ŀ άǿŀǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ 
most beneficial to sustain the national will and continue an overwhelming war effort, it is also true that 
people were not stupid. In regards to how well-educated the vast majority of British soldiers were, Fussell 
ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǳƴǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭŜŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƴƪǎ ǿƘƻ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊέΦ3 If the average foot-
soldier was this learned, it seems reasonable to assume that also British civilians were equally learned. 
Yet, visual literacy is not the same thing as having excellent powers of recall of vast repositories of 
literature ς ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǎŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǇŜǇǇŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ 
to Classical authors, Shakespeare, Milton, Pope and the Romantics ς as it is proof that quite a few British 
people during World War I were educated, bright and insightful. Why, then, did so many people buy the 
sanitized vision of war as presented in The Battle of the Somme? It is not like they did not know who 
produced the war-film. They knew their own War Office did it and advertised it.4 
                                                           
1 Grabolle, Verdun and the Somme, idem, p.115. 
2 Featured in Fussell, Great War & Modern Memory, idem, p.17; National Council of Public Morals, Cinema, Its Present Position & Future, idem. 
3 Fussell, The Great War & Modern Memory, idem, p.156. 
4 Reeves, Nicholas & Michael Paris, eds. άhŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ CƛƭƳ tǊƻǇagandaέ in The First World War and Popular Cinema: 1914 to 

Present (New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press, 2000). 

WHAT CAN I DO? 

How the Civilian May Help in This Crisis. 

Be cheerful. 

Χ 

Write encouragingly to friends at the 

front. 

Χ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘ ƎƻǎǎƛǇΦ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƛŘƭŜ ǊǳƳƻǊǎΦ 

5ƻƴΩǘ think you know better than Haig. 
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 It seems, in the end, that they too wanted to believe. British audiences, when they saw The Battle 
of the Somme, suspended their disbelief and accepted the war-film as reality. At the beginning of this 
essay, the story of Mrs. Wilson, who recognized her late-husband Jim being carried away from the 
battlefield on a stretcher, was told, and several other people in the theatre who also knew Mr. Wilson 
agreed it was him they saw. However, the fact of the matter is that the person they saw, the person they 
so desperately wanted to see, was not Mr. Wilson at all. Mr. James Barker Wilson was not injured at any 
point in the early stages of the Battle of the Somme, until 6 July 1916 when he died obliterated in an 
artillery bombardment near Mametz Wood. His body was never recovered and thus he never could have 
been, alive or dead, carried on any stretcher past the camera of either Malins or McDowell.1  
 Thanatos, the death-wish at the heart of such άwar cultureέ and government propaganda, carried 
in a rushing current civilians and soldiers alike past logic and common sense, making it ever so easy, 
effortless even, to believe that total war was a gentle, noble affair where if men died, their deaths were 
quick and painless, and the reason for which they died, always honorable. The horrible truth, even now a 
century later, still remains too hard to face. The Great War, many historians agree, was unnecessary and 
avoidable. This purposeless daily slaughter, in which millions upon millions of people and animals were 
killed and wounded, planted the seeds of brutalization, which would come to fruition just years later in a 
series of conflicts culminating with the devastating World War II (1939-1945) and Cold War (1946-1990) 
that soaked the entire Twentieth Century in military and civilian blood.  
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ItŀƭȅΩǎ Euro-Mediterranean Strategic Alliances from World War I to World War II, 
Witnessed by Captain Royal Carabinieri Ettore Chiurazzi from the Italo-Austrian 

Front HQs to the Allies Commission on Constantinople and Turkish Straits 

by Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D. (Political Sciences & International Studies, Saint Leo University)  
 
 
ABSTRACT:  In World War I (1914-1918), Italy was tarred for infamously switching-sides from her long 
membership in the Triple Alliance (1881-1914 with Germany and Austria-Hungary) first to neutrality in 1914 
and then joining in 1915-1922 the French-led Entente/Allies in exchange for vital diplomatico-territorial 
concessions (new borders by annexing the IrredentaτItalian-speaking Austrian Alpine and Adriatic 
provincesτand new colonies in Africa and in a future partition of the Ottoman-Turkish Empire who replaced 
Italy as a German ally). However, LǘŀƭȅΩǎ shifting strategic policies and even her controversial cyclical alliance-
reversals (1914-15, 1915-20, 1936-39, 1939-40, 1940-43, 1943-45) reflected the ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ weak national 
image as the "Least of the Powers" in Europe since her 1860-70 National Unification. Thus, Italy pursued 4 
phases of limited imperialist penetration in the Adriatic/Balkans and East Mediterranean, seeking to build 
upon patient diplomatic intrigue limited regional influence and brief periods of dominance through the Triple 
!ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΣ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ CŀǎŎƛǎƳΩǎ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ !Ȅƛǎ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΦ Lƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L, despite 
immense sacrifices in blood and finances to fight on the ragged 700-Kilometers-long (400-miles) Italo-Austrian 
Alpine high-mountains border, well-fortified by Austria-Hungary as one of the bloodiest, difficult and longest 
trench war-theatres. In the rear-lines, military security was provided by LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Royal Carabiniers (Carabinieri), 
a French-style Gendarmérie force that had served since the 1800s in the triple-role of Royal Guards/Cuirassiers 
(Corazzieri), Military Police/Intelligence in wartime and regular peacetime Police. Both front-line combat and 
the CarabinieriΩǎ special role is detailed through the career of a World War I witness at the Italo-Austrian Front: 
Royal CarabinieriΩǎ Captain Ettore Chiurazzi in-charge of the Carabinieri Honour Guard securing LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Alpine 
Front Headquarters in 1915-1917. Italy lost all credibility as a Great Power when the sudden 1917 rout of 
Caporetto destroyed 50% of the Italian Army and nearly doomed the country to defeat until a new rear-front 
was hastily built along the Piave River down to by the Army, while the Carabinieri were ordered to keep 
shooting the fleeing disintegrated mob of soldiers to force them to stop and resume fighting (as dramatically 
portrayed in Ernest IŜƳƛƴƎǿŀȅΩǎ A Farewell to Armsτanother World War I witness as a U.S. volunteer in the 
Italian Red Cross). Finally, by Fall 1918 Italy's fully reorganized forces defeated Austro-German offensives and 
launched her own victorious Vittorio-Veneto offensive regaining all lost lands and conquering also Irredenta 
lands by ǿŀǊΩǎ end as witnessed by multi-decorated Captain Ettore Chiurazzi. After the Great War, the Allies 
split at the 1919-1920 Versailles, Trianon and Lausanne Peace Treaties (U.S.A., France and Great Britain 
marginalized Italy and Japan after the collapse of Russia) with Italy losing the diplomatic battle to annex all 
Irredenta lands across the Adriatic heavily-mixed areas (Dalmazia, Cattaro, Fiume and Albania), contended also 
by French-backed Serbia/Yugoslavia (becoming a new dual threat to Italy's hopes of replacing Austria-Hungary 
as the Balkans' regional politico-economic force), while being also constrained in the East Mediterranean and 
Levant over shrinking promised spoils of the Turkish-Ottoman Empire (now being monopolized by Great 
Britain, France and Greece, all tacitly opposed to Italy). Also the U.S. aggravated the situation as a spoiler 
against all new European colonial claims. In this context, Royal Carabinieri multi-decorated Captain Ettore 
Chiurazzi in-charge of the Carabinieri Honour Guard securing LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Alpine Front Headquarters in 1915-17, was 
rewarded with a challenging post abroad in the Italian Military delegation to the InterAllied Military 
Commission on Constantinople and Turkish Straits. There he married into local European nobility, while 
witnessing the tumultuous 1918-23 collapse of the defeated Ottoman-Turkish Empire, the parallel withdrawal 
of the White Russian forces from Soviet Russia, the defeat of DǊŜŎŜΩǎ forces by Turkish Nationalists Kemal 
Atatürk Pasha, and the withdrawal of Italy's forces from both Turkey and the InterAllied Military Commission 
on Constantinople. Later, Chiurazzi received peacetime career commands at the Carabinieri's Precincts of:  
Pola in annexed Istria (Irredenta);  Reggio-Emilia in the PoΩ Valley;  Grosseto in Tuscany;  and finally Precinct 
n.1 in Central Rome located between LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Parliament (Montecitorio Palace) and the {ŀǾƻȅΩǎ Royal Court 
(Quirinale Palace). Yet in his later career, a degree of hostility from the Fascist Party effectively froze his career 
until reactivation in World War II, but after 1945 he was forced into early-retirement as a Brigadier-General 
(yet one of few veterans who started as a Private and retired as a General). 
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Liberal ItalyΩǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜǎΣ Irredentism and Imperial Expansions into Adriatic and East Mediterranean, 1861-1914 

TRIPLE ALLIANCE (1882 -1914) vs. ENTENTE (1904-14)       ITALO-TURKISH WAR: LIBYA & EAST MEDITERRANEAN, 1911 -12     WORLD WAR  I: CENTRAL POWERS (1914-18) vs. ENTENTE (1914-15) 

 

a. 1882-1914 Triple Alliance vs. Entente;  b. Liberal Italy & Mediterranean, 1881-1911;  c. Italo-Turkish War in Libya & East Mediterranean, 1911-12;  d. World Wat I: Central Powers vs. Entente I & Italian neutrality 
https://www.reddit.com/r/MapPorn/comments/cvfyeg/italoturkish_war_map_german_1911/ & https://www.google.com/search?q=Map+of+Italian+navy+operations+in+Italo-Turkish+war&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwiOnqLvnPDwAhUJUFMKHQg8A60Q2-

cCegQIABAA&oq=Map+of+Italian+navy+operations+in+Italo-Turkish+war&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQDFCiqRhYnssZYKbrGWgHcAB4AIABuQGIAe0TkgEEMzQuMZgBAKABAaoBC2d3cy13aXotaW1nwAEB&sclient=img&ei=hOayYI7ME4mgzQKI-IzoCg&bih=526&biw=1093#imgrc=RkcXK9bJT2PJxM  

 

Italy emerged as a weak young nation-state only with the 1820-70 historical Risorgimento 
όάwŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴέύ ŜǊŀ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ άǎƛȄέ Italian Unification Wars and multiple local revolutions, which cobbled 
together the new Savoy Kingdom of Italy after 1,250 years of territorial fragmentation and internecine rivalries 
since the slow collapse of the mighty Ancient Roman Empire in 600 A.D. However, such late start left her far 
behind other European Great Powers in terms of national identity, geo-strategic interests, diplomatic 
influence, coordinated military forces and techno-industrial growth. Consequently, since her 1861 national 
Unificatioƴ ŀǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ LǘŀƭȅΣ ƘŜǊ ƭŀŎƪƭǳǎǘǊŜ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ōƻƭǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ 
(1946-2020s) by the silent, competent, small diplomatic corps working in the shadowy corridors of world 
power to secure incremental morsels of national influence through quiet agreements, and by just two 
nationally-popular, prestigious military forces: the post-1814 Military Police Arma dei Carabinieri (originally 
Royal Carabinieri Corps in 1814-1946 and today Carabinieri) and Navy (as the British-style Blue-water Regia 
Marina in 1885-1945 and then as NATO-integrated Marina Militare in 1975-2020s).1 

In the first 85 years after her Risorgimental National Unification (1861-1945), both Liberal Italy (1861-
1923) and Fascist Italy (1923-45) pursued four phases (1861-81; 1882-1914; 1914-23; 1923-45) of 
incremental diplomatico-security penetration in the Adriatic/Balkans and East Mediterranean to slowly 
expand as a Great Power with land ambitions in the Irredenta, colonies and areas of influence. This slow 
diplomatico-security quest allowed Italy to elbow-as regional Power into the Adriatic/Balkans and East 
Mediterranean either in competition (1860s-1916 against France, Austria-Hungary, Ottoman-Turkey) or 
temporary partial replacement (1917-39, 1940-44) of declining well-established rivals (1917-39: Austria-
Hungary, Russia, Ottoman-Turkey, Germany;  1940-44: France, Nazi Germany). 

However, both World War I (1914-18) and World War II (1939-45) saw LǘŀƭȅΩǎ international reputation and 
hard-won slow territorial expansions irreparably tarred by having infamously switched sides six-times: twice from 
the dominant expansionist alliance-systems όDŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ Triple Alliance in 1881-1914 and Axis in 1936-1945) to 
two temporary neutralities (1914-15 vs. 1939-40) and two controversial alliance-reversal seen as outright 
treason by joining the opposite winning Allies (1915-20 vs. 1943-45). Yet, rather than the product of calculated 
callous diplomatic bargaining, such widely despised alliance-reversals were more of a sudden culmination of 
dramatic strategic choices that Italy as the ά[Ŝŀǎǘ of the tƻǿŜǊǎέ had to strive to manage if she wanted to survive 
the odds of total war between stronger Great Powers compared to her past patient empire-building via 
diplomatic cunning and calculated strategic alliance positioning on the winning sides in wars. Such strategic 
calculations reflected both the dynastic diplomacy of the Piedmontese Savoys to expand against rival enemy 
states in the 1600s-1800s and the reality that even after her 1861-70 Unification, Liberal Italy still remained the 
ά[Ŝŀǎǘ of the tƻǿŜǊǎέ vs. stronger Great Powers. And thus, militarily unable to ever recapture the lost glory of 
Ancient Rome, against which all other Powers compared her quite unfavourably, while always being painfully 
aware of the risks of ultimate national collapse if she lost a major war.2 
LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǇŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀ was once the glorious heart of both Ancient RomŜΩǎ Republic (510-27 B.C.) and 

Roman Empire (27 B.C.-600 A.D.), but was never the seat of an independent Italian state, either before 
                                                           
1  Marco Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean: Diplomacy & Naval Strategy from Unity to NATO, 1800s-2000 (New 
York: P. Lang, 1997), p.1,100, see: Part 1. 
2  Federico Chabod, [ΩLŘŜŀ Řƛ bŀȊƛƻƴŜ (Roma: Laterza, 1987); Federico Chabod, Storia della Political Estera Italiana, 1870-1896, 
3 vols. (Roma: Laterza, 1965); Marco Rimanelli, Italy between Europe and Mediterranean: Diplomacy and Naval Strategy from 
Unification to NATO, 1800s-2000 (New York: P. Lang, 1997). 

https://www.reddit.com/r/MapPorn/comments/cvfyeg/italoturkish_war_map_german_1911/
https://www.google.com/search?q=Map+of+Italian+navy+operations+in+Italo-Turkish+war&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwiOnqLvnPDwAhUJUFMKHQg8A60Q2-cCegQIABAA&oq=Map+of+Italian+navy+operations+in+Italo-Turkish+war&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQDFCiqRhYnssZYKbrGWgHcAB4AIABuQGIAe0TkgEEMzQuMZgBAKABAaoBC2d3cy13aXotaW1nwAEB&sclient=img&ei=hOayYI7ME4mgzQKI-IzoCg&bih=526&biw=1093#imgrc=RkcXK9bJT2PJxM
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Rome or after her long fall. Then, for 1,250 years the peninsula remained so utterly divided in small rival 
regional Principalities that its wealth and geo-strategic position at the center of the Mediterranean basin 
sparked 400 years of wars since the 1490s by the rival expansionist drives of Spain, Austria and France to 
conquer her. The very concept of an Italian national stateΣ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎƻ-
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǊƻƻǘǎΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǘƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άtŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀέ όƻǊ ά.ƻƻǘέύΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ a brief partial 
ǳƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴΩǎ CǊŜƴŎƘ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ όмулл-15), where in 1800-14 two-ǘƘƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άtŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀέ 
sub-Italian states were amalgamated into two larger regional French satellite states (Kingdom of Italy and 
Kingdom of Naples), while directly annexing the remaining third to France (from Piedmont and Genova to 
Tuscany and down to Rome). After the reactionary Coalition of European Powers (Great Britain, Russia, 
Prussia, Austria, Portugal and Spain) finally defeated Napoleon in 1813-15 and Austria crushed at 
Tolentino in 1815 his brother-in-law King Murat of Naples own abortive attempt to unify Italy under his 
rule. ¢ƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ мумр /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ±ƛŜƴƴŀ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ 
Prince Klemens von Metternich swiftly dissolved and partitioned the French Empire over most of Europe 
and Italy, while also dismissing any Italian dream of national unification. Von Metternich contemptuously 
dismissed Italy as άƧǳǎǘ ŀ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴέ, once he too failed to secure a pro-Austrian confederacy 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ άtŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀέΤ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ Lǘŀƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǎǳb-Italian states 
strategically aligned to Austria and Great Britain against France, while annexing the richer Lombardo-
Veneto provinces and indirectly controlling the Duchies, Tuscany and Papal State). Also the newly-
independent reactionary Kingdom of Piedmont-Sardinia was restored under Anglo-Austrian protection.1 
¢ƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊΣ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ national unification (Risorgimento, 1820-70) was waged through cyclical 

insurrections (1830s-60s) by Liberal-nationalist revolutionary groups (Giuseppe Mazzini and Giuseppe 
Garibaldi), 6 wars (1820, 1848-49, 1859, 1860-смΣ муссΣ мутлύ ŀƴŘ tƛŜŘƳƻƴǘΩǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ-diplomatic 
expansionist policies under Premier Camillo di Cavour, who secured support from key European Great 
Powers (France and Great Britain) for such united nation-state to emerge in 1861-70. The new Liberal Italy 
Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƻƴŀǊŎƘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ tƛŜŘƳƻƴǘΩǎ {ŀǾƻȅ ǎǘǊƻǾŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ¦ƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
four long-term parallel challenges: 
1) ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ŀƴƴŜȄƛƴƎ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ ƭast Italian-speaking provinces (Irredenta); 
2) fight secessionist insurgency/banditry and poverty in Southern Italy;   
3) build an integrated national state and economy through rapid industrialization and mass emigration from poor 

regions to cities or abroad (Mediterranean, France, South America and U.S.A.); 
4) carefully re-emerge internationally as a new military Great Power and colonial empire to both 

guarantee national security and reclaim in time the inheritance of Ancient Rome and Venetian 
Republic in the Adriatic/West Balkans and Mediterranean basin. 
The unfulfilled tensions between these parallel domestic and diplomatico-military priorities vs. 

limited resources of a late-Industrialized state (post-1880) dogged until the XXth /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
and inǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά[Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻǿŜǊǎέΦ2 

The Risorgimento 50-years-ƭƻƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ 
thanks to the diplomatico-military efforts of Piedmont and the sacrifices of countless patriotic 
revolutionaries and volunteers, did not quickly create a national consciousness and identity, or act as blue-
print for nation-building, which remained initially under strict Piedmontese control. Thus, Risorgimental 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ aŀǎǎƛƳƻ 5Ω!ȊŜƎƭƛƻΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǉǳƻǘŜΣ άLǘŀƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜΣ ƴƻǿ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ 
ǘƘŜ LǘŀƭƛŀƴǎΗέ ǿŜƭƭ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǇŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ мΣнрл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 
provincialist disintegration: it took 45-years of nation-building with compulsory two-years military service 
for every male of draft-ŀƎŜΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ƳƛƴƻǊ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǎƪƛǊƳƛǎƘŜǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊΩǎ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ ōƭƻƻŘōŀǘƘ 
did craft a truly Italian national identity and nationalism that exploded with vehemence since the 1919 
Versailles Peace Treaty and later under .Ŝƴƛǘƻ aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ Lǘŀƭȅ ǊŞƎƛƳŜ ōƭƛƴŘƭȅ ōǳƭƭŘƻȊƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊ-
wider power-ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ƛǊǊŜŘŜƴǘƛǎǘκƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ ά9ƳǇƛǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŘǊƛŀǘƛŎκ.ŀƭƪŀƴǎέ ǘƻ ŀƴ 
ƛǊǊŜŘŜƴǘƛǎǘκƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ άDǊŀƴŘŜ LǘŀƭƛŀέκέDǊŜŀǘŜǊ Lǘŀƭȅέ at the center of a neo-wƻƳŀƴ άaŀǊŜ bƻǎǘǊǳƳέ 
Fascist Empire over the Mediterranean and North-East African colonies.3 

                                                           
1 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean: Diplomacy & Naval Strategy, 1800s-2000, idem, Part I, 
2  Marco Rimanelli, Historical Dictionary of NATO and International Security Organizations (Plymouth, G.B.: Scarecrow/ Rowman & 
Littlefield, January 2009, p.980);  M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, idem, Parts I & II. 
3 Dƛŀƴ[ǳŎŀ wƻǎǎƛΣ άwŜƎƛƻ 9ǎŜǊŎƛǘƻ ƴŜƭƭŀ DǊŀƴŘŜ DǳŜǊǊŀέ ƛƴ Esercito (9 October 2018): http://www.gianlucarossi.it/post/2018/il-regio-esercito-nella-grande-guerra/ 
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Yet, historically for the first 20 years (1860s-муулύ ǎƛƴŎŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ƴƛǘȅΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ 
governments disregarded supporting any national interest abroad through any targeted strengthening of 
the Royal Army with long-ǘŜǊƳ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀƳōŀǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ άƴƻƴ-productive 
ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜǎέ όŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴ .ŜƴŜŘŜǘǘƻ /ŀƛǊƻƭƛύΦ Cor 20 years in 1860s-тлǎΣ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ 
national security remained frozen in her geo-strategic vision, diplomacy, matériel and budgets for her 
inefficient and relatively weak Army and Navy. Indeed, Italy was consumed in the 1860s by the multiple 
triple-task of administrative nation-building, economic growth, successful decade-long joint Army-
Carabinieri counter-guerrilla throughout the ex-Bourbon Mezzogiorno (South), and confused military 
attempts to complete National Unification in the 1866 Third Italian Independence War (her embarassing 
twin Army-Navy defeats against Austria aƭƭƻǿŜŘ wƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴƴŜȄ ƻƴƭȅ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ ±ŜƴŜǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ 
Trentino, Istria and Damazia, which became the generations-long dream of Italia Irredenta to be finally 
redeemed in a concluding future conflict) and the 1870 annexation of Papal Rome.  Yet, the 1870 collapse 
of the rival Second French Empire in the Franco-German War, while liberating new-born Liberal Italy from 
ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŀ CǊŜƴŎƘ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜέ ƻƴ ƘŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ōŀŘƭȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
security-wise concerning her other Irredenta claims in the west (Corsica, reannexing Nizza, and maybe 
even her former royal lands of Savoy):  just prior to her fateful 1870 declaration of war against Prussia, 
Imperial France had unsuccessfully sought to forge a secret Triple Alliance with Austria-Hungary and 
Liberal Italy against Berlin, but was unwilling to trade French-protected Papal Rome to Italy, while Vienna 
was offered only the promise to regain her lost German lands back from Prussia without clear assurances 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǎǘƛŎ άǎǘab-in-the-ōŀŎƪέ ƛŦ Lǘŀƭȅ ƳƛŘ-war switched side to join Prussia against the 
Franco-Austro-Hungarians. With no alliance attained, Imperial France started collapsing under the pan-
German assault, and Liberal Italy prepared to join Prussia and attack France first in Papal Rome and then 
in Nizza, Corsica and Savoy, only to be halted after the seizure of Rome by King Vittorio-Emanuele II who 
romantically could not stomach turning against the old Risorgimental protector of yesteryears.1 

Thus, after 1870 the emergence of a Prussian-based Imperial German SuperPower in the heart of 
Europe, left Liberal Italy more vulnerable and unable to fight any new major offensive war against her 
historical enemy Austria-Hungary, while focusing thereafter exclusively on defensive tactics against the 
dual threat of either an Austro-IǳƴƎŀǊƛŀƴ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ±ŜƴŜǘƻ ōŀŎƪΣ ƻǊ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ Řǳŀƭ 
land-sea invasions over colonial and Mediterranean rivalries. But as both the insular national governments 
and Parliament had only limited understanding, or interest in diplomacy and military strategy, Rome 
traditionally saw the role of the Italian Army as fixed to static defense along the Western Alpine frontier 
against any invasion threat from France and in support of the German-led Triple Alliance. Secondarily, the 
Italian Army was tasked in 1880s-1914 and 1930s-43 to coordinate with the Navy against the threat of a 
dual French invasion from land (through the Western Alps to reach the agrarian-industrial Po Valley, just 
like Napoleon did twice in 1796 and 1800) and also sea (fearing French attacks on Genova with troop 
landings in Northern Tuscany to reach the Po Valley with attacks deep in the rear of the Italian Army 
deployed along the Alps). Thirdly, the Italian Army was seen as useful just for Alpine defenses and 
occasional colonial expansion in Eastern Africa, with the tacit consent of Great Britain and in opposition 
ǘƻ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ǊƛǾŀƭ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴƛǎƳΦ hƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ bŀǾȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ ƻƴŎŜ ƛǘ had evolved from 
a weak coastal navy as the Armata di Mare (ά!ǊƳȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {Ŝŀǎέ) in 1860-85 to a British-style Blue-water 
navy as the Regia Marina, able to provide effective maritime defenses and buttress national Great Power 
diplomacy through three prestigious technological build-ups that turned her briefly into the 3rd-to-6th most 
powerful world navy in 1885-1914, 1915-45 and 1975-20s. Since the defeat in World War II and later 
integration in NATO during the Cold War (1946-флύΣ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ bŀǾȅ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Marina Militare.2 

Within this context, LǘŀƭȅΩǎ earlier 1882-1914 membership in the Triple Alliance with Germany and 
Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜŘ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƻƴƎ-term unsolved 
nation-building divisions politically, socio-economically and diplomatico-militarily: 
1) Politically, the Italian government was supported only by half the population in 1870-1913, especially by 

the once-rival Risorgimental Monarchist-Conservatives and Revolutionary Liberal-Leftists vs. the 
opposition of pro-Vatican anti-nationalist Catholics and later of anti-nationalist/capitalist Socialist-Leftists; 

                                                           
1 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean: Diplomacy & Naval Strategy, 1800s-2000, see: Part I; GianLuca Rossi, 
άwŜƎƛƻ 9ǎŜǊŎƛǘƻ ƴŜƭƭŀ DǊŀƴŘŜ DǳŜǊǊŀέ ƛƴ Esercito (9 October 2018): http://www.gianlucarossi.it/post/2018/il-regio-esercito-nella-grande-guerra/ 
2 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean: Diplomacy & Naval Strategy, 1800s-2000, see: Parts I & II. 
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2) Socio-economically as well, Rome was confronted by the economic collapse of the agrarian 
Mezzogiorno and national anti-tax revolts in the countryside vs. the twin industrial-agrarian 
ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ άLƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ¢ǊƛŀƴƎƭŜέ όaƛƭŀƴ-Turin-DŜƴƻǾŀύ ŀƴŘ tƻΩ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ōǊŜŀŘōŀǎƪŜǘΣ 
which produced massive population growth and large migrations both domestically (to cities and the 
άLƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ¢ǊƛŀƴƎƭŜέύ ŀƴŘ ŀōǊƻŀŘ όaŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ, France, South America, U.S.A.); 

3) At the diplomatico-military levels, once independent, Italy remained strangled by an impossible geo-
strategic dual threat to her national defense: on one hand, Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ ƻƭŘ ŀƴǘƛ-Italian hostility 
and continued control of the Irredenta ό±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ǊŜƴǘƛƴƻΣ ¢ǊƛŜǎǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ LǎǘǊƛŀΣ 
and Dalmazia), which in-turn cyclically sparked tensions in Italy over her long-simmering dream of 
another show-down to complete National Unification over the Irredenta ǾǎΦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ 
rival colonial expansionism in the Mediterranean and Tunisia (suddenly annexed in 1881 by Paris to 
pre-ŜƳǇǘ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŀƪ !Ǌŀō ǎǘŀǘŜύΦ1 
During the first and second periods of nation-building and imperialist expansion abroad (1861-81, 

1882-1914), Liberal Italy focused until the onset of World War I onto alliance-building with the most 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜŀƪ diplomatic influence, military 
power, industrial growth and confused geo-strategic aims. The 1870 collapse of France and emergence of 
a new national German state under Prussian Premier Otto von Bismarck as a new massive military-
industrial hegemony over Europe upset its centuries-old Balance of Power (just as the parallel emergence 
of weaker Liberal Italy). Thus, for decades German growing pre-eminence was shrouded through ever-
expanding diplomatic alliances to bind all Great Powers to Berlin in a peaceful Bismarckian Balance of 
Power to keep a revengeful France isolated and unable to craft any counter-alliance, while leveraging all 
other rival Great Powers (Austria-Hungary, Russia, Great Britain, Italy, Spain, Ottoman-Turkey) to support 
DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ-systems and avoid any possible European total war until 1914.2 
!ǎ CǊŀƴŎŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀƳōƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ tƛŜŘƳƻƴǘΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘ 

during the 1820-70 RisorgimentoΩǎ ŜǊŀ ƻŦ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ²ŀǊǎ ƻŦ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
unity by 1861-70, the new weak Italian nation was forced since her birth to always leverage politico-
military alignment with whichever was the hegemonic land-Power in Europe (France in 1848-70 vs. 
Germany in 1870-1914) and economico-military alignment with the long-term hegemonic sea-Power in 
the Mediterranean (Great Britain), all the while trying to avoid becoming a French or German 
άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜέΦ Thus, Liberal Italy first pursued pro-German neutralist alignment (1870s) and official 
alliance (1882-1914 Triple Alliance) along an unofficial one with Great Britain (1848-1907, 1915-1936), but 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǎǳōƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƻȅŀƭǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƎŜƳƻƴƛŎ tƻǿŜǊǎΩ άŎƻƴǎŜƴǘέ όDŜǊƳŀƴȅ 
ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŀǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴύ ǘƻ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƪŜȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΥ   

a) defense against the historical enemy Austria-Hungary and new rival France;   
b) annexation of Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ-lands (Irredenta lands: Trentino, Trieste/Istria and Dalmazian coast); 
c) and Italian colonial expansionist aims (another key symbol of international prestige) in the Balkans, 
Central-East Mediterranean and East Africa (Albania, Tunisia, Libya, Horn of Africa).3 
LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭƪŀƴǎ ǿŀǎ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ǎǇŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ Italia 

irredenta όά¦ƴǊŜŘŜŜƳŜŘ Lǘŀƭȅέ ǿƘƛŎƘ domestic irredentists saw as Italians under foreign rule) as a key 
nationalist unification movement influencing foreign policy aims since the disappointing 1866 Third 
Independence War against Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅ ōȅ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƻŦ ±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ 
Italian provinces (Trentino and Trieste) and substantial Italian-speaking majorities (Venezia Giulia/Istria, 
Gorizia city, Fiume city and DalmazƛŀΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ǾǎΦ ƭƻŎŀƭ {ƭƻǾŜƴŜ ŀƴŘ /Ǌƻŀǘ ŜǘƘƴƛŎǎύ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ 
smaller Italian minorities (questionably DalmazƛŀΩǎ ƘƛƴǘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘǘŀǊƻ ǾǎΦ ƭƻŎŀƭ /ǊƻŀǘǎΣ ƻǊ DǊŜŜŎŜΩǎ 
Ionian Islands, or even Süd Tirol vs. local Germans after World War I). Dalamazia always remained most 
controversial because its Italian population declined from 30% in 1790s under the Republic of Venice to 
25% by 1814-мр ǳƴŘŜǊ bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴƛŎ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ 9ƳǇƛǊŜΣ ǘƻ нн҈ ōȅ муму ǳƴŘŜǊ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀ όƻǊ 70,000 Italians vs. 

                                                           
1 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean: Diplomacy & Naval Strategy, 1800s-2000, see: Part I. 
2 Henry Kissinger, Diplomacy (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994); A.J.P. Taylor, Bismarck: the Man and Statesman (New York: Vintage, 
1967, reprinted 1975);  Ludwig Dehio, The Precarious Balance: Four Centuries of the European Power Struggle (New York: Vintage, 1948);  
Richard Rosecrance, Action & Reaction in World Politics (Boston: Little, Brown, 1963). 
3 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, Part I, idem;  Taylor, Struggle for Mastery in Europe, idem, p.450-600;  Taylor, Bismarck: Man 
& Statesman, idem, p.200-280;  Kissinger, Diplomacy, idem, p.137-200. 
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231,000 Croats out of a total of 301,000), to 17% by 1857 under Austria (or 45,000 Italians vs. 369,310 
Croats out of a total of 414,310 people) with Italians domiƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ½ŀǊŀκ½ŀŘŀǊΣ {ŜōŜƴƛŎƻκ~ƛōŜƴƛƪ 
and Spalato/Split, plus many Dalmatian islands (CƘŜǊǎƻκ/ǊŜǎΣ [ǳǎǎƛƴƻκ[ƻǑƛƴƛΣ [ŀƎƻǎǘŀκ[ŀǎǘƻǾƻΣ [ƛǎǎŀκ±ƛǎΣ 
Arbe/Rab, Veglia/Krk, Lesina/Hvar, Curzola/Korcula and small ones).1 

To these, also other non-Austrian, but historical irredentist Italian areas were added (Corsica and 
Nizza annexed by France in 1768-69 and 1859; Malta annexed by Great Britain in 1798; Canton Ticino from 
Switzerland) and Italian-speaking majority areas (Canton Grigioni from Switzerland), or substantial Italian 
ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ όLǘŀƭȅΩǎ wƻȅŀƭ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ {ŀǾƻȅΩǎ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ŀƴƴŜȄŜŘ ōȅ CǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ мурфΤ /ŀƴǘƻƴ ±ŀƭŀƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
Switzerland; Tunisia heavily populated by Italian immigrants yet annexed by France in 1881). The 
liberation of the Italia irredenta was alternatively tolerated or contained by subsequent Italian 
governments in 1866-1914 for fear of unleashing losing wars against powerful neighbours: Austria-
Hungary, France or Great Britain. Thus, the loss of Tunisia and GermŀƴȅΩǎ ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ Lǘŀƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
France unless her irredentist contrast with Austria-Hungary be solved peacefully became the twin drivers 
for Liberal Italy's joining the anti-French 1882 Triple Alliance (with Germany and Austria-Hungary) and 
pursuing until 1915 only a peaceful diplomatic annexation of the Irredenta. 

At the international level, when von Bismarck had restructured the European Balance of Power to 
.ŜǊƭƛƴΩǎ ōƛŘŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ муто-78 First Dreikaiserbund/Three 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊǎΩ [ŜŀƎǳŜ όDŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ !ǳstria-
Hungary and Russia) against France, this pact was bolstered by bilateral, unwritten military friendship with 
both Great Britain and Italy, due to their own parallel colonial rivalries against Paris in the Mediterranean 
and Africa.  But, neither Great Britain nor Italy officially joined the Dreikaiserbund: London privileged her 
ά{ǇƭŜƴŘƛŘ Lǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ wƻȅŀƭ bŀǾȅΩǎ ǎŜŀ-ǇƻǿŜǊ ƘŜƎŜƳƻƴȅΤ  ǿƘƛƭŜ wƻƳŜΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ 
ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǊƛǾŀƭǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ό¢ǳnisia, Morocco, Libya, Egypt) 
ǿŀǎ ƘŀƳǇŜǊŜŘ ōȅ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ Lǘŀƭȅ ƛƴ ǿŀǊ ǘƻ ŀƴƴŜȄ ±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ-speaking 
Irredenta provinces, with Berlin demanding instead that both rivals settle diplomatically their animosity.2 

Initially in 1861-1878, the new Italian Kingdom had no economic or strategic interests in Turkish Albania, 
ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘǎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ !ŘǊƛŀǘƛŎ {Ŝŀ: 
Consul Bernardo Berio in Scutari was the first to send a detailed plan to Rome suggesting exploiting the local 
anti-Turkish revolts of 1873 to turn that feudal area into an independent pro-Italian state against invasions 
from Greece and from local Slavs, while preventing any future union of the Southern Slavs, Serbia and Bulgaria 
into a rival powerful state. All European Great Powers supported the Balkans status quo with Ottoman-
Turkish rule over the backward and combative Albanians, who were split in rival tribes and three religious 
communities (Catholics in the north, Muslims in the center and Orthodox in the south), but agreed in 
ŘŜǎǇƛǎƛƴƎ ¢ǳǊƪǎΣ {ƭŀǾǎΣ DǊŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊ ŀƭƛƪŜΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ wƻƳŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ¦ƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ муслǎ-70s 
with the influential Foreign Minister Marquis Emilio Visconti-Venosta, focused only on seeking the Irredenta 
and avoiding new regional turmoil, rejecting any interference in Albania to create a unitary state for fear of 
clashing with their Turkish overlords, as well as with Austria-Hungary, the two dominant Powers in the 
.ŀƭƪŀƴǎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƛƴǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ .ƻǎƴƛŀ ƛƴ мутрΣ .ŜǊƛƻΩǎ {ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀƴ ŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ 
penetrate into the Balkans region through the creation of an autonomous Albanian under the Ottoman-
Turkish Empire to help Albanians in mixed areas with Slavs isolate Slavic rebellions, while Italy too would 
benefit from friendly and trade relations with that new nation that had shared ancient trade ties without 
risking any clash with either the Ottoman-Turks or Austro-Hungarian rivals. Yet, Visconti-Venosta refused any 
diplomatic involvement, and this policy continued under the governments of Agostino Depretis since 1876. 

Then the 1876 Bulgarian and Serbo-Montenegrine revolts were suddenly internationalized by Czarist 
wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ Ǉŀƴ-Slavic intervention in the Russo-Turkish War. Unbeknowns to all, Germany had mediated the secret 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мутт .ǳŘŀǇŜǎǘ !ŎŎƻǊŘǎ ǇŀǊǘƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ .ŀƭƪŀƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ wǳǎǎƛŀ όwƻƳŀƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ άDǊŜŀǘŜǊ 
.ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀέ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ aŀŎŜŘƻƴƛŀύ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀ-Hungary (Western Balkans and Adriatic coast from 
Bosnia to Serbia and Albania) who wanted to prevent a Southern Slavs state. Once Russia defeated the Turks and 
pushed them back to their capital Constantinople, also the Budapest partition accord became known and both 
events shocked Rome into realizing the extreme danger of having neutral Austria-Hungary extend her control 
from Trieste and Istria to Bosnia and then Albania, which would force Italy into economic ruin to build military 

                                                           
1 άLǘŀƭƛŀƴ LǊǊŜŘŜƴǘƛǎƳέ ƛƴ Wikipedia, see:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_irredentism; Luciano Monzali, Italiani di 
Dalmazia dal Risorgimento alla Grande Guerra (Firenze: 2004). 
2 άLǘŀƭƛŀƴ LǊǊŜŘŜƴǘƛǎƳέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  [ǳƛƎƛ {ŀƭǾŀǘƻǊŜƭƭƛΣ La Triplice Alleanza (Milano: 1939).  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_irredentism
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fortifications along the entire Adriatic coast, ƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜέ ƻŦ ±ƛŜƴƴŀ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƴ 
Foreign Minister Luigi Melegari. Thus, Italy had to develop a long-term Adriatic security policy to contrast both 
±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜƎŜƳƻƴȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ {ƭŀǾƛŎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ƛƴƛǘƛŀlly, Rome sought to enlist other 
Great Powers to force Vienna to cede Italian Irredentist lands (Trentino), as once offered in 1870 by Austrian 
Foreign Minister Friedrich von Beust to prevent the impending Franco-German War and induce Italy to join 
Austria-Hungary and France in an aborted Tripartite Alliance against Prussia. Premier Depretis sent on a secret 
diplomatic tour of European capitals the Speaker of the House Francesco Crispi, but no Great Power agreed to 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Irredenta claims, while both influential German Chancellor Prince Otto von Bismarck and British 
Foreign Minister Count Derby, vaguely proposed that should Austria-Hungary annex Bosnia, then Italy should 
seize Albania instead. This strategic solution (initially rŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ 5ŜǇǊŜǘƛǎΩ ŀƴŘ /ǊƛǎǇƛΩǎ ƻǿƴ Lrredentist 
government), would still give Rome vital control of the Otranto Channel to the Adriatic Sea and prevent Austria-
Hungary from seizing control of the entire Adriatic/West Balkans from Bosnia to Albania and so be able to 
threaten Italy with surprise amphibious invasions along the entire undefended Peninsula. But the Anglo-German 
ǾŀƎǳŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ άǘŀƪŜέ !ƭōŀƴƛŀΣ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ όǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
Vienna), but some form of Italian contro/άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜέ ƻǊ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ status quo to replace the old European 
opposition to partitioning the Ottoman-Turkish Empire, while continƛƴƎ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭƪŀƴǎΦ1 
¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ōŀƭŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ .ŀƭƪŀƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ муту victory on the Ottoman-

Turks and Treaty of Santo Stefano (March 1878), which secured the independence as pro-Russian states 
ƻŦ wƻƳŀƴƛŀΣ {ŜǊōƛŀΣ aƻƴǘŜƴŜƎǊƻ ŀƴŘ ŀ άDǊŜŀǘŜǊ .ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀέ όŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ !ŜƎŜŀƴ {Ŝŀǎ ǘƻ aŀŎŜŘƻƴƛŀ 
and Albania) under Russian military control for two years; and gave to Vienna only the administration of 
.ƻǎƴƛŀΦ ¢ƻ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ Ǝŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƻ-military domination of the Balkans, while avoiding tense 
escalation into a wider European War (with Great Britain and Austria-Hungary deceived out of the more 
advantageous Budapest partition, siding with the Ottoman-Turks), von Bismarck called on June-July 1878 
a Congress in Berlin to mediate the crisis. The new Italian government of Irredentist Premier Benedetto 
Cairoli was strongly split between seeking Trentino as Austro-Hungarian concession in-exchange for 
±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƻǎƴƛŀ ǾǎΦ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘ [ǳƛƎƛ /ƻǊǘƛ ǿƘƻ ŀǎ ŜȄ-Ambassador to 
Constantinople followed his predecessor Visconti-Venosta strict abstention line because they saw a weak 
and neutralist Italy as unready to undertake any such controversial commitment either on Trentino or 
Albania. But after the Berlin Conference both Italian leaders were pillored at home for gaining nothing 
(neither Trentino, nor Italian ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƭōŀƴƛŀ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ±ƛŜƴƴŀ ƘŜƭŘ .ƻǎƴƛŀΣ ƻǊ ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŘǊƛŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ǘƻ !ƭōŀƴƛŀύΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻΥ DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ȅǇǊǳǎ όŀ 
strategic Greek island once belonging to the Venetian Republic and conquered by the Turks in 1500s, from 
where London dominated the East Mediterranean); Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƻǎƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŘǊƛŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ aƻƴǘŜƴŜƎǊƻ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭƻǿŜǊ 5ŀƭƳŀǘƛŀ ǘƻ /ŀǘǘŀǊƻΤ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ƭƻǎǎ 
of a reduced Bulgaria into a shell as vassal to Ottoman-Turkish rule; the independence of Serbia, 
aƻƴǘŜƴŜƎǊƻ ŀƴŘ wƻƳŀƴƛŀΤ DǊŜŜŎŜΩǎ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭȅ ŀƴŘ 9ǇƛǊǳǎΣ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ !ƭōŀƴƛŀΦ Yet Crispi agreed 
that at the Berlin Congress, all decisions reflected previous secret accords among the Great Powers and 
ƴƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ !ƭōŀƴƛŀ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǿ ǎŀǾǾȅ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛŜǎΩ 
ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜǎέ ƻǾŜǊ !ƭōŀƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ 
not of a lack of technical skills among Italian diplomats, but as symbol of both a total lack of political will 
and geo-strategic foresight in a neutralist Italian foreign policy under Visconti Venosta to Depretis and 
/ƻǊǘƛΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Lǘŀƭȅ ǿŀǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŜŀƪ ά[Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻǿŜǊǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻŎƪ ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
opinion and decision-ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ wƻƳŜΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ōȅ ŦƛȄƛƴƎ 
in their mindset three fears: that Albania would be overtaken by Austria-Hungary, giving her hegemony 
over the Adriatic; that the Irredenta will never be recovered diplomatically or in combat as long as Italy 
was threatened over the colonies and in the Mediterranean by France (her ex-άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
RisorgimentoύΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊέ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ Italy for his own secret plans to isolate 
France, while demanding since the 1860s-1882 an end to any border clash between Rome and Vienna as 
price for a Triple Alliance vital for Italian security.2 

                                                           
1 !Φ {ŜǘǘŜΣ ά[Ω!ƭōŀƴƛŀ ƴŜƭƭŀ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŀ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎŀ LǘŀƭƛŀƴŀΣ мутм-мфмрέ ƛƴ Nuova Rivista Storica, 102 (I) (2018): p.321-378; R. 
Petrignani, Neutralità e Alleanza. Le SŎŜƭǘŜ Řƛ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀ 9ǎǘŜǊŀ ŘŜƭƭΩLǘŀƭƛŀ ŘƻǇƻ ƭΩ¦ƴƛǘŁ (Bologna: Mulino, 1987). 
2 Kissinger, Diplomacy, idem; {ŜǘǘŜΣ ά!ƭōŀƴƛŀ ƴŜƭƭŀ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŀ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎŀ LǘŀƭƛŀƴŀΣ мутм-мфмрέΣ ƛŘŜƳΣ p.321-378; Petrignani, 
Neutralità e Alleanza, idem;  Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, Part I. 
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Italian Premier Depretis now realized that by not securing Albania as an internationally-recognized state any 
local revolt or ethnic clash would destabilize the Balkans and eventually allow Vienna to seize Albania (as she had 
just done in Bosnia) during the 1879 Greek-Turkish-Albanian Crisis over defining the actual new borders agreed 
by the 1878 Berlin Congress: the Albanian Prizren League (1878) demanded independence and opposed with 
arms any loss of ethnic Albanian lands to Serbia (Kosovo), Greece (Epirus with Janina) and Montenegro (north 
Scutari area), while Turkey manipulated this to reduce her land cessions in Thessaly to Greece.1 Depretis also 
ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ DǊŜŜŎŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ±ŀƭƻƴŀ ŀƴŘ 5ǳǊŀȊȊƻ όǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘύΦ 
Depretis promoted Italian mediation for a Greek-Turkish bordŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǊŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƭƛƴŜǎ όάaƻǊŜ ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭȅΣ ƭŜǎǎ 
9ǇƛǊǳǎέύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ōƻǘƘ DǊŜŜŎŜ ŀƴŘ hǘǘƻƳŀƴ-Turks, while Rome diplomatic efforts failed 
to get Anglo-CǊŜƴŎƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ wƻƳŜΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴŎŜ ƛǘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǊƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘƭȅ ǇǊƻ-Greek (and 
supported likewise by Vienna, Berlin and St. Petersburg) vs. London pro-Turkish. An Anglo-Italian joint position 
was voided by the collapse of the Depretis government replaced by the pro-Greek Cairoli one which feared that 
Paris instead would be the one to control Greece, while von Bismarck quietly pitted Rome vs. Paris by secretly 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ Lǘŀƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ !ƭōŀƴƛŀ ƛƴ мутфΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘƭȅ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ муттΦ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ 
new equidistant Maffei Plan was similar to the old Berio Plan favouring an autonomous Albanian province (as 
asked by the Albanian League of Prizren) under Turkey and guaranteed by the Great Powers. Had this been 
ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΣ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŜǉǳƛŘƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ άƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜέ ƻŦ !ǘƘŜƴǎΣ !ƭōŀƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ 
Constantinople, while isolating Vienna from the Otranto Channel. But in the end, both an international 
mediation based on the Italian Maffei Plan or a bilateral Greek-Turkish accord collapsed in 1879-80, while von 
Bismarck diplomatically refused to back Rome, because unknown to all Powers on 7 October 1879 Germany and 
Austria-Hungary had formed a secret Dual Alliance (against Russia), and Berlin now refused to cross Vienna. 

Worst, unbeknownst to Rome, France secretly secured from von Bismarck and London their consent to 
annex soon Tunisia, where Paris and Rome were locked in a fight over control of the local railway line and Italy 
ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜέΦ ±ƻƴ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪ ŀōƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘƭȅ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ CǊŀƴŎŜ 
and Italy into a permanent Italo-French rivalry over Mediterranean colonies in hope of distracting Paris from 
her anti-DŜǊƳŀƴ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻǾŜǊ άƭƻǎǘέ !ƭǎŀŎŜ-Lorraine, while pushing Rome to finally join an anti-French alliance 
with Berlin and Vienna (Maffei offer of alliance of August 1880 allowed von Bismarck to forge the Triple Alliance 
of 1882-1914) by renouncing to the Irredenta ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ муум ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 
Balkans, Thessalonika or Adriatic/Albanian coast, plus support for Italian claims in Tunisia and Libya. Thus, the 
May 1881 Constantinople Convention pushed by Berlin and Vienna, stabilized the new Turkish-Greek-Albanian 
ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ 5ŜǇǊŜǘƛǎΩ мутф aŀŦŦŜƛ tƭŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ōȅ [ƻƴŘƻƴ όŘŀǎƘƛƴƎ DǊŜŜƪ ǿŀǊ-preparations to seize 
the disputed areas believing in earlier support from France and Germany, but once Paris got manipulated into 
a Tunisian colonial crisis against Italy under instigation by von Bismarck and secured Turkish acceptance to seize 
Tunisia, then both Paris and Berlin safely dumped Athens). But despite adoption of the Maffei Plan was a Balkan 
success for Premier Cairoli, he had to resign on 29 May over the loss of Tunisia to France (12 May 1881) and the 
ensuing futile war-crisis. Back in power, Premier Depretis joined the Triple Alliance (20 May 1882:  Germany, 
Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅΣ Lǘŀƭȅύ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƘƛŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ wƻƳŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Mediterranean and Balkans against a 
possible French invasion, while silent on Italian aims in Albania or Balkans.2 

Rome had been forced to choose between ethnic Irredentism vs. Great Powers colonialism also because 
unable to rely on British support to prevent France from expanding her Algerian colony by annexing 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƛƴƎ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀ ƛƴ муум ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŀōƻǊǘŜŘ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ όŀƴŘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƭƻƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
on Morocco and Libya). Thereafter, the fear of an imminent Franco-Italian war became the dominant Italian 
security threat in 1881-1914 of a dual French offensive by land through the Alps and an unopposed naval 
invasion on the defenseless Ligurian-¢ǳǎŎŀƴ Ŏƻŀǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ tƻΩ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ !ǊƳȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
rear. Only then Rome did finally agree to temporally clamp-down her Irredenta claims and accept a Berlin 
mediated agreement with Vienna to settle bilateral ethno-border animosities and both join the 1882-1914 
defensive Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy) replacing the First Dreikaiserbund against 
France. With this first Triple Alliance treaty (renewable after 10-years intervals), Vienna and Rome agreed 

                                                           
1 In Summer 1878 the Prizren League declared ά²Ŝ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ {ƭŀǾǎΣ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀƴǎ ƻǊ DǊŜŜƪǎΦ ²Ŝ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ !ƭōŀƴƛŀƴǎΦέ Quote on Prizren League Declaration 
ŦǊƻƳΥ {ŜǘǘŜΣ ά!ƭōŀƴƛŀ Ŝ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŀ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎŀ LǘŀƭƛŀƴŀΣ мутм-мфмрέΣ ƛŘŜƳΣ ǇΦ330 (note 32). 
2 Kissinger, Diplomacy, idem; {ŜǘǘŜΣ ά!ƭōŀƴƛŀ ƴŜƭƭŀ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŀ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎŀ LǘŀƭƛŀƴŀΣ мутм-мфмрέΣ ƛŘŜƳΣ p.321-378; Petrignani, 
Neutralità e Alleanza, idem;  Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, Part I. 
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that should Austria-Hungary in the future extend her dominance from the Adriatic coast and North-West 
Balkans to other parts of the Balkans (Bosnia, Serbia, North Macedonia), Liberal Italy kept self-deluding 
ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ CǊŀƴŎŜ ǎƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ-speaking 
Irredenta provinces (strategic control of the North-Central Adriatic Sea) or Albania (strategic control of the 
hǘǊŀƴǘƻ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ŘǊƛŀǘƛŎ {Ŝŀ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ Lǘŀƭȅ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊǎύ.1 

Thus, Rome's initial involvement in the Balkans and East Mediterranean before World War I remained 
limited to future dreams of peacefully annexing the Irredenta from Vienna and possibly Albania, while being 
forced to implicitly expand Italian national security commitments throughout the entire region on behalf of 
ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ŀƭƭƛŜǎΩ ŘŜǘŜǊǊŜƴŎŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΥ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘΣ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀ-Hungary in the Balkans against 
wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ǊƛǾŀƭ Ǉŀƴ-{ƭŀǾƛŎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴƛǎƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ-system isolate France 
both in Europe and in any rival colonial expansion in the Mediterranean, even at the risk that such alliance 
commitments might drag Liberal Italy into an international war for mastery of Europe (but apparently not 
ŦƻǊ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƴŀǊǊƻǿŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎύΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Triple Alliance (against both France and Russia), von Bismarck was able to unofficially achieve the same 
strategic aims by implicitly tying both London and Madrid into the parallel 1887 Mediterranean Accords 
(Italy, Austria-Hungary, Great Britain and Spain) to hold the regional naval status quo in the Mediterranean 
basin and Orient against any threats from either France or Russia. 
LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ Second Dreikaiserbund in 1882-88 (Germany, Austria-

Hungary, Russia), once the мууу .ŀƭƪŀƴ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ .ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀΩǎ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǎƘŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ 
influence the Southern Balkans, it also destroyed the Second Dreikaiserbund leaving Russia and Austria-
Hungary split as enemies, and precipitated an international war-crisis with all Great Powers of both the 
Triple Alliance and Mediterranean Accords jointly set against France and Russia. Had such an early 
European major war happened, the Triple Alliance would have most likely absorbed the Mediterranean 
Accords with Great Britain and Spain in a collective alliance to defeat Russia and keep rival France totally 
isolated inǘƻ ŀ ƘǳƳƛƭƛŀǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǘȅΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ Ǿƻƴ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪ ǿƘƻ ŀƭƻƴŜ ŘƛŘ ǎǘƻǇ ǎǳŎƘ 
collective rush into a global war in 1888. But once the risk of imminent war-crises from either Russian or 
CǊŜƴŎƘ ŦŀŘŜŘ όŀǎ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ōƻȄŜŘ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ Ǿƻƭŀǘƛlity into their secret 1888-92 Reinsurance Treaty, while 
LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Ŧŀǎǘ-growing and technologically-innovative warships emerged in 1885-мфлл ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ Ƴƻǎǘ-
powerful navy vs. a weakened French fleet refocused mostly towards colonial expansionism in distant Africa-
Pacific areas), the Mediterranean Accords later dissolved as Great Britain and Spain drifted back to neutrality. 
An isolated London later briefly regretted during the Anglo-French 1896 Fashoda War-crisis over Paris trying 
to seize Sudan, and should this crisis have escalated into outright war it likely would have brought-in also Italy 
and Germany to support Great Britain and so tie her permanently to the Mediterranean Accords merged into 
the Triple Alliance (such war-based radical strategic Mediterranean changes would have prevented a decade 
ƭŀǘŜǊ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ŘǊƛŦǘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƴŜǿ YƛƴƎ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ±LL ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ-reversal 1904 Franco-British Entente 
Cordiale and 1907 Franco-Russo-British Entente ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ǿƛǘƘ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ōǊƛŜŦ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ 
neutrality, while Madrid was left hopelessly isolated in the 1898 Spanish-Cuban-American War (and into 
neutrality by World War I). Italy instead, refocused her expanding geo-strategic aims in ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ 
friendly consent into the difficult strategic Horn of Africa (Eritrea, Somalia and Ethiopia) helping forestall any 
ǊƛǾŀƭ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǳǎƘ ōȅ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ tŀǊƛǎΩ 5Ƨǳōƻǳǘƛ ƴŀǾŀƭ ōŀǎŜΦ2 
LǘŀƭȅΩǎ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ 5ŜǇǊŜǘƛǎ ƴŜǿ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ Count Carlo di Robilant, had negotiated the first Triple 

Alliance and strove to strengthen the original weaker Italian position in a second Triple Alliance renewal 
(Berlin, 20 February 1887): to the original pact two new bilateral ones were added:   

a) an Italo-German compelling Rome and Berlin to jointly preserve the Mediterranean status quo over 
άhǘǘƻƳŀƴ Ŏƻŀǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ŘǊƛŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ !ŜƎŜŀƴ {Ŝŀǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
German support for Italy in case of French aggression in Libya or Morocco;   

b) an Italo-Austrian one to jointly preserve the status quo ƻǾŜǊ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ bŜŀǊ 9ŀǎǘ ό.ŀƭƪŀƴǎύΣ !ŘǊƛŀǘƛŎ 
islands and Aegean Islands in the East Mediterranean against any territorial change that would undermine 
the interests of Triple Alliance Powers, but if this could not be preserved in either the Balkans or Turkish 
East Mediterranean islands, then Austria-Hungary or Italy should undertake temporary/permanent 

                                                           
1 άLǘŀƭƛŀƴ LǊǊŜŘŜƴǘƛǎƳέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ aΦ wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛΣ Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, Part I, idem. 
2 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, Parts I & II, idem;  Taylor, Struggle for Mastery in Europe, idem, p.450-
600; Taylor, Bismarck: Man & Statesman, idem, p.200-280; Kissinger, Diplomacy, idem, p.137-200. 
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occupations after previous consent within the Triple Alliance on the principle of reciprocal land 
άŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴǎέΦ 5ƛ wƻōƛƭŀƴǘ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊǎΩ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ όŦǊƻƳ Lǘŀƭƻ-Austrian-Greek rivalries) 
ƻƴ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ !ƭōŀƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƪŜȅ ǇƛƭƭŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭƻƴƛƪŀΩǎ 
strategic harbour on the Aegean Sea (from Austro-Greek-Bulgarian rivalries), and the Ottoman capital 
Constantinople with its strategic Turkish Straits (London, Vienna and Rome opposed wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ǎŜƛȊƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘύΦ 

Thus, von Bismarck informed Vienna that Rome supported Austrian-occupied Bosnia as within the status 
quo, ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜǊ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƻǎƴƛŀ ƻǊ ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭƻƴƛƪŀ ƻǊ bƻǾƛ .ŀȊŀǊ ƴŜŀǊ aƻƴǘŜƴŜƎǊƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭƪŀƴǎΩ 
status quo to her advantage and require compensations to Liberal Italy, but no longer in the Irredenta, given 
±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭǎΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ wƻƳŜΩǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ άŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŜŀƴ !ƭōŀƴƛŀΦ 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ Lǘŀƭȅ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴΣ 5ƛ wƻōƛƭŀƴǘΩǎ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ Ƴaneuvers 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ άŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƻǊȅέ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ !ƭōŀƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ hǘǊŀƴǘƻ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ ŀǎ 
a strategic choke-holds to deter new Austrian faits accompli annexations in the Balkans. In the end, von 
.ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ Alliance forced Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊ CǊŀƴȊ-Josef to accept the 
detested Italian compromise of Di Robilant: no Irredenta in exchange for equal political status between 
Vienna and Rome on future Adriatic/Balkans land changes. Yet, Liberal Italy immediaǘŜƭȅ ƭƻǎǘ 5ƛ wƻōƛƭŀƴǘΩǎ 
diplomatic acumen after he was forced to resign over national public anger at the colonial defeat of Dogali 
in Eritrea (January 1887) where Ethiopian forces wiped out a column of 500 Italian soldiers.1 

Yet, this first temporary Austro-Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ !ƭōŀƴƛŀ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ƴŜƎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ муут-1897 
ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŘŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ŀ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ǿƛŘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ !ƭōŀƴƛŀ ŀǎ ŀ άŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴέ ōȅ 
the Triple Alliance to Italy, both from outside (exploiting the Mediterranean Accords on regional status quo 
to force Italy to accept non-interference in Albania, and also elicit Russia to support Austria-Hungary against 
ƘŜǊ ŀƭƭȅ Lǘŀƭȅύ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ όŎƻǊƴŜǊƛƴƎ Lǘŀƭȅ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ мууу ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΩǎ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ муфт 
Italo-Austrian Accord on Albania) in four cases: 
1) from within, the rise to power of long-serving Italian Premier Francesco Crispi, a driven old Garibaldian 
ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΣ ŀŘƳƛǊŜǊ ƻŦ Ǿƻƴ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪ ŀƴŘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜŘ 5ƛ wƻōƛƭŀƴǘΩǎ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ōŀƭŀƴŎƛƴƎ 
comǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ άŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ōȅ ǎǘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ Ǿƻƴ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪ ό.ŜǊƭƛƴΣ 
September 1887) that he would only preserve the Ottoman Balkans status quo in the short-run, while 
supporting in the future the eventual self-determination of Balkan peoples in independent states. 
Thus, in the short-ǊǳƴΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ǿƻƴ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪΩǎ ƛƴǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ /ǊƛǎǇƛ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ the First Mediterranean Accord 
(February-March 1887: Great Britain, Italy, Austria-Hungary) to preserve non-interventionist regional 
status quo in the Mediterranean, Adriatic, Aegean and Black Seas, with Italy backing Great Britain in 
Egypt in exchange of British support of Italy on Libya and North Africa against French interference in 
both areas. The Second Mediterranean Accord (December 1887: Great Britain, Italy, Austria-Hungary, 
Spain) protected regional status quo against naval interference from France or Russia, preserved the 
Ottoman-Turkish Empire (to prevent Russia from seizing the capital Constantinople and strategic 
Turkish Straits), excluŘŜŘ άŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ±ƛŜƴƴŀ ǘƻ 
ŦƻǊŎŜ Lǘŀƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ άƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜέ ƛƴ !ƭōŀƴƛŀΦ 

2) CǊƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ мууу ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΩǎ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭŜŘ wƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
future war 100,000 Italian troops to the Franco-German Front to help German forces against France 
(paradoxically in World War I Italy refused to do the reverse for the Allies by first focusing all war-efforts only 
against Austria-Hungary until 1917 when finally 100,000 Italian troops were sent to France by 1918 to help 
ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ CǊƻƴǘΣ ŀǎ άǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ƴƎƭƻ-French-U.S. reinforcements sent since to 
Italy after her disastrous 1917 Caporetto Rout). But Vienna used that new treaty to firmly reject any 
hypothesis of any future occupation of Albania by Italy, as reported to Rome by the Italian military negotiator 
Lieutenant-Colonel Giovanni Goiran, who stressed that Vienna distrusted Rome and that if Italy held Albania 
she could block Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ ǊƛǾŀƭ ƭƻcal political expansionism either at a future Triple Alliance victorious 
peace treaty, or even breaking away from the Triple Alliance to join the enemy in 1915.2 

3) From without, the January 1897 Crete Revolt escalated as a new Greek-Turkish War (January-May 
1897), while Austria-Hungary after the end of the Mediterranean Accords, bypassed the Triple Alliance 

                                                           
1 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, Part I, idem;  Taylor, Struggle for Mastery in Europe, idem, p.450-600;  {ŜǘǘŜΣ ά!ƭōŀƴƛŀ ƴŜƭƭŀ 
Strategia Diplomatica Italiana, 1871-мфмрέΣ ƛŘŜƳΣ p.347-352;  Alberto Del Boca, Gli Italiani in Africa Orientale, 4 vols. (Milan: 
Mondadori, 1992), 4th vol., Chapters X-XI. 
2 {ŜǘǘŜΣ ά!ƭōŀƴƛŀ ƴŜƭƭŀ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŀ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎŀ LǘŀƭƛŀƴŀΣ мутм-мфмрέΣ ƛŘŜƳΣ p.356 (note 114). 
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to reach-out to Russia with a bilateral pact during the 27-29 April 1897 visit of Austro-Hungarian 
Emperor Franz-Josef with Russian Czar Nicholas II, agreeing that only bilateral Austro-Russian 
cooperation would preserve the Balkans status quo and non-intervention principle, or if impossible in 
case of future disintegration of the Ottoman-Turkish Empire they would develop together future 
borders in an equitable partition of the Balkans in smaller states, and also promote Albania as an 
independent state excluding any άŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ όŎƻŘŜ-word for ItalyΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ). 

4) From within, at the 6-7 November 1897 Milan meeting between Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ 
Ministers Count Agenor Goluchowski and Emilio Visconti-Venosta, both stressed that neither would 
control Albania and jointly they would support the Balkans status quo, while if the Ottoman-Turkish Empire 
eventually collapsed both Vienna and Rome would jointly support an independent Albania. This bilateral 
accord (similar to the 1897 Austro-wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ƻƴŜύ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ƭƻƴƎ-game to box Italy into 
jettisoning Albania as possible compensation in the Triple Alliance, in exchange for close cooperation with 
Austria-Hungary in the Balkans as stressed by Visconti-±ŜƴƻǎǘŀΩǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфлл 
(not as his own initiative to counter the previous 1897 Austro-Russian Accord, as erroneously interpreted 
by renown historian Pietro Pastorelli). Yet this backfired once Rome reasserted her autonomous interests 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ .ŀƭƪŀƴǎ ōȅ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ άǎǳǇǇƻǊǘέ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛŦ ŀƭǎƻ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀ-Hungary 
expanded there along the Triple Alliance and 1897 Austro-Italian Accord1 
This second temporary Austro-Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ !ƭōŀƴƛŀ ǎƻƻƴ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ 

ǊƛǎƛƴƎ άǎƻŦǘ-ǇƻǿŜǊέ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ-cultural and transportation influence that excluded Italy, while the 1900 
terrorist assassination by an anarchist of the pro-German authoritarian King Umberto I of Italy altered 
national foreign policy under the diminutive Francophone King Vittorio-Emanuele III who demanded 
Italian autonomy within the Triple Alliance and equal influence with Austria-Hungary and Russia in the 
Balkans, as first Italian ruler to understand the region (his queen being a Montenegrin princess). Likewise, 
political dislike for Berlin and Vienna, promoted his decision that now Italy must wrestle Albania from 
!ǳǎǘǊƛŀƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ±ƛŜƴƴŀ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜƛȊƛƴƎ ±ŀƭƻƴŀΩǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Otranto Channel closing the Adriatic Sea, or Italy would be doomed.  

As LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ irredentist Giuseppe Zanardelli, that government gradually 
ǿƛŘŜƴŜŘ wƻƳŜΩǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ±ƛŜƴƴŀ ǎŜƴǘ ŀ ǿŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ±ŀƭƻƴŀ ƛƴ aŀȅ мфлм ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ-
the-flag as symbolical counter-ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǳƭŀǘŜΣ wƻƳŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ 
of Turkish mistreatment of Italian subjects locally as excuse to send in June-July 1901 an entire Italian 
bŀǾŀƭ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ άǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎέ ƳŀƴŜǳǾŜǊǎ ƻŦŦ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ-controlled Corfú and then having it double-back to visit 
in Albania both Valona and Durazzo, leaving Vienna in complete shock. Rome minimized the incident, 
reconfirming support of the Balkans status quo and offered that the 1897 Austro-Italian Accord be added 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƛǊŘ ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ƛƴ мфлнΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ άǎƻŦǘ-ǇƻǿŜǊέ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ-penetration 
in Albania, which Vienna instead took as an additional threat. Finally, Vienna took as a worse international 
insult that in Summer 1902 King Vittorio-9ƳŀƴǳŜƭŜ LLLΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ŀōǊƻŀŘ ŀǾƻƛŘŜŘ ±ƛŜƴƴŀ ŀƭǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ 
while going to Berlin (reconfirming loyalty to the Triple Alliance) and then to rival St. Petersburg (but here 
the Czarist government only agreed to basic cooperation to maintain the Balkans status quo reflecting the 
parallel 1897 Austro-Russian and Austro-Italian Accords). As Rome also secured a new Mediterranean 
Accord with London and a mutual neutrality pledge with Paris (which in spirit skirted the anti-French 
ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜύΣ DŜǊƳŀƴ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊ .ŜǊƴƘŀǊŘ Ǿƻƴ .ǳƭƻǿ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜŘ wƻƳŜΩǎ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳƻǳǎ ά²ŀƭǘȊ 
ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅέΣ while Italo-Austrian relations worsened (Vienna considered Albania as purview only of 
bilateral Austro-Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ wƻƳŜ ƛƴ aŀŎŜŘƻƴƛŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ {ƻǳǘƘ .ŀƭƪŀƴǎ 
ŎǊƛǎŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ bŜŀǊ 9ŀǎǘύ.2 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊǎΩ ƎǊŀƴŘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƻ-strategic games for mutual 

ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΣ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƎŜƻ-strategic aims got constantly side-
swiped by all other Powers when convenient to them:  
1) ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мутлǎ ŀǎ Lǘŀƭȅ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ Ǿƻƴ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ Dreikaiserbund alliance, she was excluded 

from his later mediated secret 1876 Austro-Russian Budapest Treaty to evenly split East-West the 
.ŀƭƪŀƴǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ Lǘŀƭȅ ƛƴ !ƭōŀƴƛŀ όǳƴŘŜǊ ±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ 

                                                           
1 {ŜǘǘŜΣ ά!ƭōŀƴƛŀ ƴŜƭƭŀ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŀ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎŀ LǘŀƭƛŀƴŀΣ мутм-мфмрέΣ ƛŘŜƳΣ p.356-358. 
2 {ŜǘǘŜΣ ά!ƭōŀƴƛŀ ƴŜƭƭŀ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŀ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎŀ LǘŀƭƛŀƴŀΣ мутм-мфмрέΣ ƛŘŜƳΣ p.359-362. 
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future sphere of influence), until it collapsed over the 1877 Balkan War between Russia and Turkey, 
followed by the German-mediated 1878 Congress of Berlin where von Bismarck isolated Russia, while 
leaving both France and Italy unsatisfied in the background; although von Bismarck secured ItaƭȅΩǎ 
military joining in 1882 the Triple Alliance which protected Rome from Paris, he also strongly opposed 
in 1882 Italy from joining Great Britain and France in the naval blockade of Egypt to protect their 
European residents from local xenophobic revolts (and Italy had the largest number of foreign 
residents) and such constant German opposition kept Italy from landing colonial troops in support of 
the subsequent British invasion and her conquest of geo-strategic Egypt; 

2) twice again in 1878 when Austria-Hungary first received political control of ex-Turkish Bosnia at the 
1878 Berlin Conference and in 1908 when Vienna annexed her, Rome found herself diplomatically 
ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ άŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ƛƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Irredenta or Albania (left instead under 
Ottoman-Turkish rule until Italy seized it in 1914-20); 

3) ƛƴ муум DǊŜŀǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ LǘŀƭȅΣ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ǊŀǇƛŘ 
annexation of Tunisia (where Italy had the largest number of foreign residents and had just agreed to 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ŀƴ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜύ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǊƛǾŀƭ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 
colonial influence in the Mediterranean, was also unwilling to let pro-British Italy control both sides of 
the strategic Sicilian Channel bisecting the Mediterranean Sea and dangerously surround the main 
British naval base of Malta (another Italian Irredenta claim as ethnically-Italian); 

4) likewise during the 1907 and 1911 Two Moroccan Crises, London agreed on CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜέ 
only over Morocco (which risked threatening the main British naval base of Gibraltar) once all Great 
Powers agreed that the shorter North Moroccan coast (Riff) facing Gibraltar would be given to weak 
neutral Spain (an ex-Power since the U.S. defeated her in the 1898 Spanish-Cuban-American War that 
ended her empire), instead of France (thus contradicting the earlier rationale of Tunisia vs. Malta of 
муумύ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ муум ƻǾŜǊ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻƴ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀΣ ǘƘǳǎ ŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ wƻƳŜ 
to actively protect her last option for colonial expansion across the Mediterranean by securing secret 
bilateral guarantees from all Great Powers not to ƻǇǇƻǎŜ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ [ƛōȅŀΤ1 

5) within this context, Liberal Italy also skillfully used Great Powers diplomatic cooperation and loyal military 
subordination to join the first two international peacekeeping operations in the 1897-98 Greco-Turkish 
War and International Naval control of Crete (Great Britain, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy, France and 
Russia) and 1900 International Military Expedition to crush the Boxer Revolution in China (Russia, Great 
Britain, Germany, Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅΣ LǘŀƭȅΣ CǊŀƴŎŜΣ ¦Φ{Φ!ΦύΦ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ 
ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ wƻƳŜΩǎ ƻǿn rising geo-strategic aspirations in the 
Turkish East Mediterranean (Albania, Libya, Levant) once her East African empire was forced to a 40-years 
stand-still by the humiliating 1896 defeat at Adouwa in Ethiopia and the immediate fall of Premier Crispi; 

6) when the 1911-12 Italo-Turkish War saw Rome finally came open to cash her secret treaties to annex Turkish 
Libya after France had just been allowed to annex Morocco, then all the Great Powers, including her allies 
Germany and Austria-Hungary reversed themselves and openly opposed Liberal Italy for fear that such 
regional war would escalate in a free-for-all international war over the spoils of the Ottoman-Turkish Empire; 

7) indeed, in 1912-13 the weakened Ottoman-Turkish Empire also lost the Balkans in three anti-Turkish wars 
by the pro-Russian Balkan League (Serbia, Montenegro, Greece, Bulgaria, Romania) which immediately 
after split apart, while Rome and Vienna uncharacteristically joined forces to threaten Serbia and 
prevented her from invading newly-independent Albania.2 
The Italo-Libyan War was the turning-Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ муулΣ Lǘŀƭȅ 

had sent merchants and immigrants into Tunisia and Libya, reaching by 1911 a substantial local population 
of Italian nationals, while ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛōȅŀ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ мууп όŀǎ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ 
ǎǿƛŦǘ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀ ƛƴ муум ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƳƻǾŜύ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ the Italian 
General Staff erroneously planned for a short war against light Turkish forces (only 5,000-6,000 men), 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘŜΩǎ heavy committed in the Balkans against Christian revolts, and that local Arabs oppressed 

                                                           
1 Taylor, Struggle for Mastery in Europe, idem, p.450-600;  Kissinger, Diplomacy, idem, p.137-200;  M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & 
Mediterranean, Parts I & II, idem. 
2 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, Parts I & II, idem;  Taylor, Struggle for Mastery in Europe, idem, p.450-600;  Kissinger, 
Diplomacy, idem, p.137-200;  ά9ǳǊƻǇŜ муфуΥ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ {ǇƭŜƴŘƛŘ Lǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ OMNIATLAS, see: https://omniatlas.com/maps/europe/18980919/;  ά!ǎƛŀ-Pacific 
мфллΥ .ƻȄŜǊ wŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴέ ƛƴ OMNIATLAS:  https://omniatlas.com/maps/asia-pacific/19000616/ 

https://omniatlas.com/maps/europe/18980919/
https://omniatlas.com/maps/asia-pacific/19000616/
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ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴǎ ŀǎ άƭƛōŜǊŀǘƻǊǎέ (instead since 1911 Libyan Arabs joined the Turks as 
fellow MusƭƛƳǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ). The crisis started with CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ мфмм ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Morocco in the Second Moroccan Crisis, which paradoxically jeopardized LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴŜȄ 
Libya, which had been previously secretly traded diplomatically between all Great Powers in exchange for 
Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ŀƛƳǎΦ ¸ŜǘΣ ƛƴ мфмм wƻƳŜΩǎ ƎŜƻ-strategic aims and national 
interest to annex barren desertic Turkish Libya (dubbed by critical Italian journalists as ǘƘŜ άSand Boxέ) as 
a long-sought new colony to strategically control the Central Mediterranean (after having lost to France 
in 1881 Tunisia), was once again denied by all other Great Powers who sought to prevent any major clash 
between Italy and the tottering Ottoman-Turkish Empire, whose inevitable defeat could spark an 
uncontrolled global war over her spoils and thereafter over mastery of Europe between the rival Triple 
Alliance vs. Entente. Thus, Liberal ItalȅΩǎ Premier Giuseppe Giolitti suddenly decided to άƎƻ ŦƻǊ ōǊƻƪŜέ ƛƴ ŀ 
ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ άǎƘƻǊǘ ǿŀǊέ and ordered the naval invasion of Libya hoping to force both the Triple Alliance into 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ όŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜƭȅύ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǿŀǊ-aims, and the Turkish-Ottoman Empire into diplomatically 
relinquishing her indefensible distant province, least this regional conflict spread also to the Balkans to 
threaǘŜƴ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƛƴƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ.1 

Given the traditional disconnect between civilian government in Rome and military, once Rome ordered 
the invasion of Libya, the Italian Army was informed afterwards by early-September 1911 to quickly draft 
matériel for an expeditionary force with troops drafted by 23 September, while the Italian Navy called all 
reserves in two days effectively lining-up 217 warships in five task-forces (including many obsolescent warships 
for area-defense of the Adriatic), while requisitioning 114 civilian cargo-ships. By 29 September Italy declared 
war and to keep Turkish defenses guessing the Italian Navy bombed for few days the Turkish base of Preveza 
on the Adriatic Sea in Greek-speaking Epirus, sinking several Turkish torpedo-boats and feigning preparation 
for an invasion of Albania and Epirus instead of Libya. Then the Italian Navy suddenly appeared off-Libya on 4 
October with 10 battleships and cruisers heavily bombed Tripoli for three days and capturing it with 1,750 
armed sailors and Marines as the surprised Turkish forces evacuated inland, while a second task-force bombed 
and captured the key port cities Tobruk and Benghazi. By 11 October, DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ŀǊƭƻ /ŀƴŜǾŀΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ орΣллл-
strong Italian expeditionary force finally reinforced their three naval beach-heads and seized the entire Libyan 
coast against little opposition, while in Tripoli it created a 5 Km.-deep defense-perimeter of trenches and 
barbed wire around Tripoli against possible Turkish counterattacks, but no defenses were erected on the east 
side bordering the Sciara-Sciat Arab neighbourhood because the Italian occupation propaganda supporting 
peaceful relations with local Arab civilians against their Turkish oppressors. But with little training and no 
understanding of local Arab culture the Italian High Command was blindsided by a joint-force of Turks and 
Arab Senussi tribal warriors attacking on 23-26 October all along Italian defenses, but mainly the weakest, 
unfortified Arab quarter. Only after fierce fighting the attackers were defeated leaving 1,000 Turks and Arabs 
dead, plus unacceptably high Italian losses of 380-to-500 dead and 200-to-1,158 wounded, of which 250 Italian 
soldiers captured were butchered in the Muslim cemetery leaving shock and outrage among the ranks who 
saw local Arabs as having betrayed their initial friendship. In reprisal, hundreds of Arabs were executed, while 
against the mobile Arab guerrillas, Italy created the first combat armored-car in 1912 and air squadron, which 
was the first in the world to apply day/night reconnaissance and aerial bombardments (Tanguira Oasis, 1 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфммύΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ wƻȅŀƭ bŀǾȅ ǎŀǿ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
any Great Power holding sea-control and the surprise factor to launch a naval invasion of nearby enemy coasts, 
thus freeing London from fears of any impending German naval invasion against undefended British coasts.2 

A military stalemate ensued from November 1911 to mid-1912 as General Caneva stopped further 
advances beyond the Libyan coast, while the 8,000 Turkish troops and 32,000 Turkish-Libyan irregulars were 
unable to militarily defeat the superior Italian invasion and were cut-off from reinforcements by Anglo-
Egyptian neutrality. The Turks then launched a successful Jihad inflaming the local Moslem population 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ άƛƴŦƛŘŜƭέ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ guerrilla tactics by both Turkish forces and their Libyan-Arab 
volunteers (constantly augmented by Arab volunteers streaming in from Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria and other 

                                                           
1 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, Part II, idem;  ά[ŀ DǳŜǊǊŀ Řƛ [ƛōƛŀΣ мфмм-мфмнέ ƛƴ Dizionario Zanichelli 
(Bologna, Casa Editrice Zanichelli, 2020):  https://dizionaripiu.zanichelli.it/storiadigitale/p/mappastorica/189/la-guerra-di-libia-1911-1912 
2 Europe 1912: Italo-¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ²ŀǊέ ƛƴ OMNIATLAS:  https://omniatlas.com/maps/europe/19120517/Τ  άLǘalo-Turkish War, 1911-мфмнέ ƛƴ Weapons & Warfare (26 
June 2019):  https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/06/26/italo-turkish-war-1911-1912/;  M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, Part II, idem;  άLǘŀƭƻ-Turkish 
²ŀǊέ ƛƴ Wikipedia:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italo-Turkish_War;  άDǳŜǊǊŀ Řƛ [ƛōƛŀΣ мфмм-мнέΣ ƛŘŜƳΦ 

https://dizionaripiu.zanichelli.it/storiadigitale/p/mappastorica/189/la-guerra-di-libia-1911-1912
https://omniatlas.com/maps/europe/19120517/
https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/06/26/italo-turkish-war-1911-1912/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italo-Turkish_War
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Muslim lands under the military-financial support of the Porte, as well as the able command of Turkish 
General Mustafá Kemal). LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘȅ ǊŜǇǊƛǎŀƭǎ and her total naval blockade of the Libyan coast angered 
France and Great Britain, stirred international protests and diplomatic opposition. To avoid any international 
intervention or a being forced into a debilitating arbitration, Premier Giolitti finally escalated the war to 
ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŀƭƭ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊǎ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ŀƎŀƛƴ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ {ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ 
ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳΥ  LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ were doubled to 100,000 men wiǘƘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ [ƛōȅŀΩǎ 
interior, against the Turkish islands in the Aegean and to blockade the Turkish mainland. Italy sought to 
break the stalemate with naval operations in Spring 1912 in the East Mediterranean by bombing Ottoman 
cities of Beirut and Smyrna sinking all local gunboats, while the British-led Ottoman-Turkish fleet retreated 
behind the 5ŀǊŘŀƴŜƭƭŜǎΩ fortresses. Then on 16-19 April 1912 the Italian Navy launched a naval feint off the 
Dardanelles unsuccessfully trying to lure the Turkish fleet out into a general engagement. Instead, this 
convinced the Ottoman-Turks that the Italian Navy was preparing to force their defenses and attack their 
capital Constantinople. Major defensive measures were harried and the Turkish Straits closed, but the Italian 
Navy withdrew once the Turks failed to emerge to fight, and in May 1912 seized instead Greek-speaking 
Rhodes and Dodecanese Islands, but any anticipated Turkish capitulation did take place.1 

Finally, in July-October 1912 the Italian Army overran the weak and debilitated Turkish-Arab 
guerrillans with extraordinarily cautious, well-planned local offensives culminating in Turkish defeats at 
Derna and Sidi Bilal, forcing the Porte who was facing imminent Balkan wars close to home to sign by 15 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ƻŦ hǳŎƘȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴŎŜŘŜŘ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛōȅŀ ŀƴŘ 
temporally of the Dodecanese Islands pending the end of guerrilla warfare in Libya. After the 1912 Italo-
Turkish Peace Treaty and withdrawal of Ottoman-Turkish forces, Italy quickly extended its occupation to 
the Libyan interior in 1913. However, Italy soon lost control again at the outbreak of World War I when 
Rome brought back large amounts of troops in anticipation of war in Europe, while the Ottoman-Turks 
declared a new Jihad in Libya that sparked an Arab uprising in Tripolitania forcing Italy to abandon all 
hasty-occupied interior lands to re-ŜƴǘǊŜƴŎƘ ƛƴ ¢ǊƛǇƻƭƛ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀǎǘΦ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ [ƛōȅŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 
remained ineffective from 1914 to late-1920s against pro-Turkish Arab insurgents and volunteers, until 
CŀǎŎƛǎǘ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŘƛŎǘŀǘƻǊ .Ŝƴƛǘƻ Mussolini dispatched large forces under Generals Pietro Badoglio and 
Rodolfo Graziani in a bloody pacification campaigns that ended after the execution of rebel leader Omar 
Mukhtar in late-1931 and the halving of the local Libyan population over war-casualties, famine and forced 
ŜƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ǘǳǊƴΣ aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛ ŀƴŘ [ƛōȅŀΩǎ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ Rás Cesare Balbo expanded colonization through 
mass-immigration from Italy. ̧ ŜǘΣ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭΥ  ǘƘŜ bŀǾȅΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ 
preparation and first time sustained combat operations in the Central and East Mediterranean up to the 
Turkish Straits and Red Sea showed it was now an effective force to reckon with for the Entente Powers, 
while the conscripted Army equipped with the latest military hardware and new aircraft was too cautious 
and could not defeat a mobile guerrilla enemy for a full year, as the Italians were never trained to fight 
guerrilla in the desert, suffering 3,300/4,000 Italian dead in combat and from wounds, plus 2,000 dead 
ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ сΣллл ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘΣ ŀǘ ŀ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ мΣо ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƭƛǊŜ όƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜύΣ 
countered by over 14,000 Turks-Arabs forces killed or dead from disease. By World War I, Italy halved her 
forces to 50,000 men in Libya as occupation force, while half of her Navy was now retired as obsolete.2 

The slow structural collapse of the multipolar Bismarckian Balance of Power into rival bipolar alliances 
by 1894-1907 (Triple Alliance vs. Entente) that spun a decade of war-crises in 1904-14, plus the sequential 
disruptive impact of the 1911-12 Italo-Turkish War and 1912-13 Three Balkans Wars internationally 
ǊŜǾŀƭǳŜŘ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛǾŜ άƳŀǘǳǊŜέ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘhe EntenteΩǎ 
ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƴŀǾŀƭ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΦ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ǊŜŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛōȅŀ ŀƴŘ 5ƻŘŜŎŀƴŜǎŜ LǎƭŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ 
the Aegean/East Mediterranean Sea as a direct threat, and even more by through the Triple Alliance, to 
her traditional control of the basin and Malta: the British Foreign Office two Crowe Memoranda of April-
May 1912 highlighted that only as long as the Royal Navy dominated the Mediterranean, it historically 
conditioned the regional policies of Liberal Italy, Spain, Ottoman-Turkey and Greece, while any British 
ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ aŀƭǘŀΩǎ Ivǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƛŦǘ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ƻǊōƛǘΣ ƧŜƻǇŀǊŘƛȊŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ 

                                                           
1 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, idem, p.273-301Τ  ά9ǳǊƻǇŜ мфмнΥ Lǘŀƭƻ-¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ²ŀǊέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  άLǘŀƭƻ-
Turkish War, 1911-мфмнέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  άLǘŀƭƻ-¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ²ŀǊέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  Guerra di Libia, 1911-мнέΣ ƛŘŜƳΦ 
2 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, idem, p.273-301Τ  ά9ǳǊƻǇŜ мфмнΥ Lǘŀƭƻ-¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ²ŀǊέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  άLǘŀƭƻ-
Turkish War, 1911-мфмнέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  άLǘŀƭƻ-¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ²ŀǊέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  Guerra di Libia, 1911-мнέΣ ƛŘŜƳΦ 
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the East Mediterranean and seal-off in the Black Sea any weak Russian naval support. The British General 
{ǘŀŦŦΩǎ мфмн aŜƳƻǊŀƴŘǳƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ommittee of Imperial Defence also warned that if Italy attacked Malta 
as France ferried troops from Bizerte to France, then no French naval forces could rescue Malta from 
ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊǊǳƴ ōȅ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ bŀǾȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǘǊƻƻǇ-convoys with help from Austria-
IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ bŀǾȅ ƛƴ ŦǳƭƭΣ ƻǊ ŀǎ ŀǊŜŀ-defense of the Adriatic and Malta. Thereafter, London feared that a 
strengthened Triple Alliance would add the Ottoman-Turkish Empire and Spain, and that the Italo-Austrian 
Navy could ferry Ottoman troops to invade British Cyprus and British Egypt with its strategic Suez Canal.1 

Thus, since March 1912 the British Lord of the Admiralty Winston Churchill ordered that the Royal Navy be 
mostly redeployed to the North Sea against the war-threat of Imperial Germany, leaving behind a light mobile 
strike-force of 8 heavy-cruisers at Malta for deterrence in the Mediterranean, while local Royal Navy HQs were 
shifted from Malta to Gibraltar. Churchill also proposed in July 1912 an unofficial secret Anglo-French naval 
convention to exchange French protection of Anglo-French interests in the West Mediterranean from Algeria to 
Tunis and Malta for British protection of Anglo-French interests in the East Mediterranean from Malta to the 
Suez Canal and Cyprus (additionally, London hoped such Anglo-French naval cooperation would deter Italy, Spain 
and Ottoman-Turkey from joining any anti-Entente ǿŀǊ ƻƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ǎƛŘŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ ƛƴ 
a smaller war). Paris backed this with the 1912 Franco-Russian Naval Convention strengthening existing bilateral 
cooperation in the Mediterranean, but without however any action-plan, while the Russians slowly focused on 
preparing an amphibious assault on neutral Ottoman Constantinople and Turkish Straits to break-through into 
the East Mediterranean to the Anglo-French, but needed additional help from the British Royal Navy and to re-
deploy (never done) the Russian Baltic Sea Naval Squadron from the threatening German shores to the weak 
Greek Aegean Sea for to attack the Turkish Straits also from that side (Sazonov Memorandum, 1912). In 
September 1912, France suddenly re-deployed most of her superior Navy to the Mediterranean to protecting 
the transport of French troops from Tunisia and Algeria to France, while entrusting to the British Royal Navy the 
protection of joint Anglo-French assets and commercial fleets in the North Sea, Channel and Atlantic Ocean.  
Thus, in 1912-13 the Anglo-French Navies felt confident now jointly they could  defeat the weaker aging Italian 
Navy at sea ό[ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ CƭŜŜǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǘǊƻƻǇ-convoys from 
North Africa to France, then concentrate to destroy the Italian Navy and blockade her other warships inside the 
distant naval bases of La Spezia and Taranto (whose unfinished modernization kept the entire Italian Navy from 
concentrating into that single base to strike in the Adriatic and Central-East Mediterranean), while blockading 
the Austro-Hungarian Navy at the Otranto Channel gap and opposing all regional Italo-Austrian politico-
ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ όCǊŜƴŎƘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ƴƻǿ ōƻƭŘƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ŀ άCǊŜƴŎƘ [ŀƪŜέύΦ2 

This in-turn awoke the Triple Alliance from exclusively focusing on European land warfare to also 
wartime naval security threats by the Entente in the Mediterranean. The 1913 final renegotiation of the 
Triple Alliance with a Second Naval Convention pushed ōȅ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ /ƘƛŜŦ-of-Naval Staff Rear-Admiral Paolo 
Thaon di Revel crafted a vague joint naval strategy in the Mediterranean vs. superior Entente Navies to: 
1) ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǿŀǊǘƛƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜ Ƨƻƛƴǘ-naval command both the Italian and Austro-

Hungarian Navies, with added a permanent German naval squadron redeployed to the basin; 
2/3) defend the Adriatic Sea (to protect all of Austria-Hungary and half of Italy) using older Italo-Austrian 

warships to seal-off the Otranto Channel from Bari in Southern Italy to Valona in Albania, while 
occupying that country with Italian forces and a possible Austro-Hungarian contingent from the 
Cattaro naval base against a pro-Russian/Entente Serb invasion of Montenegro and Albania; 

4/5/6)  use the Southern Italian Naval base of Taranto to rendez-vous a Triple Alliance joint naval fleet (Austro- 
Italian-German) of their most modern vessels into the Tyrrhenian under Austrian command to strike British 
Malta and neutralize this historical naval ōŀǎŜ ōȅ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛŎƛƭƛŀƴ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ 
sea-links to Libya (yet this vital option was resisted by Vienna who feared British naval strikes from Malta), 
while then attacking the French troops-transports from Bizerte to France, and then secure in short time 
full Italian/Triple Alliance control over the Tyrrhenian Sea from Nizza to Corsica to Sicily to both protect 
Naples (n.2 Mediterranean trade port) and prepare the future conquest of Corsica and Nizza cutting-off 
the Anglo-French in the West Mediterranean from British Egypt and Cyprus in the East Mediterranean; 

                                                           
1 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean: Diplomacy & Naval Strategy, 1800-2000, idem, Part II, especially p.335-343. 
2 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean: Diplomacy & Naval Strategy, 1800-2000, idem, Part II, especially p.335-343. 
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7) try to force-back the French Navy of Bizerte in Tunisia from reinforcing British Malta and either bottle 
her in its base or withdraw towards Algeria, while stopping French troops-transports shipping from 
Tunisia and Algeria to France; 

8) use the North Italian naval base of La Spezia to prevent the French Navy from her Toulon base and 
Marseilles (the n.1 Mediterranean trade port) to launch a surprise strike against the industrial Genova 
port (as n.3 Mediterranean trade port);  

9) possibly by using the German Naval Squadron to strengthen defenses of the Turkish Straits from any 
Russian attack, while wooing into the Triple Alliance also the Ottoman-Turkish Empire and Bulgaria. 
FinallyΣ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ /ƘƛŜŦ-of-Naval Staff Rear-Admiral Thaon Di Revel pushed to rapidly modernize and expand 

the Navy by 1918 to 60% of the French Navy in case of a global war against the Entente, while the 1912-14 
parallel schizophrenic Italo-Austrian political rivalry over Albania and West Balkans came close to a clash and 
fuelled bilateral distrust and naval-race in the Adriatic. Thus, Thaon Di Revel also secretly prepared for a 
possible alliance-ǊŜǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ōƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ǿŀǊΣ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ bŀǾȅ ōȅ мфму ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ-thirds of Austria-
Hungary, while adding sea-mines (10,000 were used in World War I), submarines and new amphibious PT-
Boats (MAS) ŦƻǊ ŀƴ άƛƴǎƛŘƛƻǳǎ ŀǘǘǊƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǊέ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ ƴŀǾŀƭ ōŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛŜǎǘŜΣ tƻƭŀΣ 5ŀƭƳŀȊƛŀ ŀƴŘ 
Cattaro, but most modern Italian warships still remained unfinished by the start of the Great War in 1914.1 
 
Liberal Italy in World War I:  Irredentist and Imperial Expansion into the Adriatic and East Mediterranean, 1914-23 

ITALY & ALLI ES vs. CENTRAL POWERS, 1904-1914        WORLD WAR I 1914   ITALY GAINS 1914-1917 (Blue) vs. LOSS 1917-1918 (Red)      ITALYôS CONQUESTS FALL 1918        OTRANTO CHANNEL BARRIER  

 
a. 1914-18 Italy & Entente in World War I;  b. Allied Italyôs war-gains 1915-17 (Blue) vs. loss 1917-18 (Red);  c. Italyôs conquests Fall 1918;  d. 1915-18 Italyôs Otranto Channel Barrier 

https://trenchwarfareww1ec.weebly.com/where-why-was-trench-warfare-in-ww1.html;  https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/509425/wwi-centennial-disaster-caporetto; 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Vittorio_Veneto#/media/File:Battle_of_Vittorio_Veneto.jpg;  https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2015/12/19/austro-hungarian-navy/ 

 

After a decade of international diplomatico-military crises, the Great Powers slid by August into World 
War I (1914-1918) over the Sarajevo Crisis (28 June 1914) assassination of Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ ƘŜƛǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
throne, Archduke Franz-Ferdinand Habsburg, by Bosnian-{ŜǊō ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘǎ όά.ƭŀŎƪ IŀƴŘέύ ōŀŎƪŜŘ ōȅ ǇǊƻ-
Russian Serbia who were seeking to precipitate a dynastic crisis and ethnic-based disintegration of the weak 
multi-ethnic Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊƛŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ άDǊŜŀǘŜǊ {ŜǊōƛŀέ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ōȅ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴƴŜȄƛƴƎ 
±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ {ƭŀǾ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀ-Hungary retaliated by attacking Serbia on 28 July, 
most Great Powers sided with the two hostile alliances (Triple Alliance vs. Entente) and started their 
automatic mobilization plans that precipitated World War I as the first global war between the Great Powers 
after a century of quasi-peace since the 1815 ŜƴŘ ƻŦ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ƘŜƎŜƳƻƴƛŎ ǿŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ 
geo-ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ-1870 European hegemony, or 
return hegemony to France. Thus, facing since 1894 the geo-strategic nightmare of a Two-Fronts War against 
both Russia and France, Imperial Germany was first to declare war to rush her own mobilization through 
massive rail-deployments of troops with the secret 1895 von Schlieffen Plan for a massive invasion of neutral 
Belgium to penetrate undefendeŘ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ όάCǊƻƴǘƛŜǊǎ ²ŀǊέύΣ ǎǿƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǘƻ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜ tŀǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ 
from the rear the French army pinned down at the German border, while Germany in East Prussia and 
Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅ ƛƴ DŀƭƛŎƛŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ Řǳŀƭ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴǎΦ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ 
rapid invasion of internationally-neutralized Belgium was used as the needed pretext by Great Britain to join 
the Entente ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜǊ άǾŀǎǎŀƭǎέ WŀǇŀƴΣ tƻǊǘǳƎŀƭ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜŎŜΦ2 

                                                           
1  M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean: Diplomacy & Naval Strategy, 1800-2000, idem, Part II, p.328-343. 
2  John Keegan, The First World War (New York: Vintage Books/Random House, 1998); G.J. Meyer, A World Undone: the Story 
of the Great War, 1914-1918 (New York: Bantam Bell/Random House, 2006), p.1-265; Peter Simkins, Geoffrey Jukes & Michael 
Hickley, The First World War: the War to End All Wars (London: Osprey, 2003), p.1-200. 
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[ƛōŜǊŀƭ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ bŀǾȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 
Antonino di San Giuliano) remained deeply concerned that a global war among the Powers would leave her 
vulnerable to superior Anglo-French naval strikes in the West Mediterranean, reinforced by Russian 
penetration in the East Mediterranean, on top of minor anti-Italian naval threats in the Aegean from Greece 
and the Ottoman-Turks rivalling to seize the Dodecanese Islands annexed by Rome. The Italian Navy was 
deeply committed to an offensive naval war strategy along U.S. scholar !ƭŦǊŜŘ aŀƘŀƴΩǎ !ƴƎƭƻ-American 
theories of sea-control through decisive naval clashes in the high-seas and geo-strategic bases, but many were 
ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Wǳƭƛŀƴ /ƻǊōŜǘǘΩǎ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƻŦ άǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ άŦƭŜŜǘ ƛƴ-ōŜƛƴƎέ ǇƻƛǎŜŘ 
to strike from her fortified naval bases and sea-ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ όŀƭƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜŀƪŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǾȅΩǎ 
resolve in 1914 and doomed her in 1942-43 when fuel-supplies ran out). Added tƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ !ǊƳȅΩǎ 
own unpreparedness for the Great War as her 34 divisions suffered from matériel and artillery shortages since 
the 1911-12 Italo-Turkish War, and fortifications on the Italo-Austrian Alpine borders were incomplete and 
lacked artillery, while the officer corps was overwhelmingly old and in June 1914 Chief of Staff General Alberto 
tƻƭƭƛƻ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ŘƛŜŘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ŀƎƛǘŀǘƻǊǎ ǎǇŀǊƪŜŘ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ Ǌƛƻǘǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 
intervention in Albania. Additionally, since her victory in the Italo-¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ²ŀǊΣ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ 
empire (Eritrea, Somalia, Libya) enhanced her Great Power role, paradoxically it also enhanced her 
vulnerability to Anglo-French naval strikes against her fragmented colonies, where additional Italian troops 
had to garrison these desertic and volatile colonies (50/60,000 Italian troops remained stuck in Libya where a 
renewed pro-Turkish local insurgency since 1914 cut-ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ŘŜǎŜǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ wƻƳŜΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
the 1931, while 20,000 more Italian troops were sent in May 1914 to Eritrea while neutral Ethiopia fell into 
instability, just in case Italy might have the chance to intervene and annex Ethiopia in 1914, instead of 1935-36). 
hƴ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘ ōȅ мфмпΣ ƛŦ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ forces joined the Triple Alliance in a Great War their combined 

160 divisions could resist and win in the long-term land-war against the more numerous, but weak Franco-
Russian armies, augmented to 211 divisions with Serbia-Montenegro and Romania (without still adding the 
smaller professional British voluntary army was an unknown as it had never before resorted to mass-
ŎƻƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфмр ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀŘŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ŜƳǇƛǊŜύΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ bŀǾȅΩǎ мпнκмул ƴŀǾŀƭ 
combatants (warships, PT-Boats/MAS and submarines), Austro-IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ млсκмно ƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ нул DŜǊƳŀƴǎ 
(all in the North and Baltic Seas, except 4 warships in the Mediterranean) would top 528/583 combatants 
vs. 958 Allied combatants split between 481 British, 211 French, 165 Russians (mostly blocked in the Baltic 
and Black Seas) and 101 Japanese ones (neutral U.S.A. had 157 combatants). On the other, if Liberal Italy 
switched to the Entente their combined land-forces would rise to 245 divisions (without London) with a 2-
to-1 force-ratio against the totally encircled 126 Austro-German divisions (without Bulgarian and Turkish 
forces), while Italian and U.S. support of the Allied Navies would boost them to 1,257/1,295 combatants 
with total sea-control of the oceans and Mediterranean, except for devastating enemy submarine warfare.1 

The Italian politico-military leadership refused to subordinate national security to German leadership in a 
Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǿŀǊ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ άŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Irredenta were finally agreed beforehand by Vienna. 
Thus, after opposing twice in 1913 and 1914 any Austro-Hungarian attack on Serbia, which would have globalized 
any war by dragging-in also Czarist Russia into the Balkans and East Mediterranean, Liberal Italy reversed her 
strategic alliances by switching from her 32-years-long membership in the German-led Triple Alliance (1882-1914 
with Germany and Austria-Hungary) into an ambiguous temporary neutrality in 1914-15, before joining in 1915-
23 the ex-enemy Entente/Allies.  However, LǘŀƭȅΩǎ infamous dual alliance-reversal in World War I was classical 
Balance of Power tactics (originally applied by tƛŜŘƳƻƴǘΩǎ Savoys to switch to the ǿƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ side during the 
constant wars between France and Austria in 1600s-1848) because the country was cornered into an impossible 
semi-suicidal security nightmare:  on one hand, LǘŀƭȅΩǎ long-term friend Great Britain who had protected at sea 
Rome from France now joined since 1904 an Entente led by Italian enemy France and Czarist Russia, while on the 
other, pro-Italian Germany seemed unable in Summer 1914 during the rapid Sarajevo War-Crisis to either protect 
Italy militarily in a Great War from a feared French sea-land invasion (because the deciding German war-strategy 
was based on the von Schlieffen Plan to concentrate all forces into destroying first France on a Western Front 
and then Czarist Russia on the Eastern Front), or force Austria-Hungary to cede to Italy the Irredenta (!ǳǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ 
Italian-speaking provinces of Alpine Trentino and Adriatic Friuli-Istria to Dalmazia).2 
                                                           
1 M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean: Diplomacy & Naval Strategy, 1800-2000, idem, Part II, p.343-350. 
2  Salvatorelli, La Triplice AlleanzaΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  άLǘŀƭƛŀƴ LǊǊŜŘŜƴǘƛǎƳέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  [ǳƛƎƛ !ƭōŜǊǘƛƴƛΣ Le Origini della Guerra del 1914, 3 vols. 
(Milano: 1942-45); M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, 1800s-2000, idem, Part II. 
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Thus, Liberal Italy twice reversed her alliances between rival alliances after negotiating the terms to join 
the Great War over her unsolved Irredenta ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ȅŜǘ ōƻǘƘ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ ŘŜǎǇƛǎŜŘ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ άƴŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǘȅέ 
ŀƴŘ wƻƳŜΩǎ diplomacy remained hamstrung on all sides by Austro-Hungarian hostility and Entente duplicity: 

1) in 1914 Rome unsuccessfully conditioned joining the Triple Alliance in the Great War in exchange 
for the 1882 Italo-Austrian unofficial agreement to possible swap the Irredenta to Italy vs. Balkan lands 
to Austria-Hungary (ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ .ŜǊƭƛƴΩǎ ƪŜŜƴ support of Rome ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ±ƛŜƴƴŀΩǎ ƻōǎǘƛƴŀǘŜ ǾŜǘƻύΤ 

2) Rome quickly sought to capitalize and pivot her neutral position between the two warring 
alliances (Entente/Allies vs. German-ƭŜŘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tƻǿŜǊǎύ ǘƻ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǘǘŀƛƴ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ-term 1870s 
to 1912 expansionist policies with the secret April 1915 Pact of London (Italy, France, Great Britain and 
Czarist Russia) alliance-reversal to quit the Triple Alliance and join the enemy Entente/Allies in war 
against Austria-Hungary and Germany by 23 May 1915, in exchange for annexing after victory all her 
Irredenta land claims (Trentino, strategic German-speaking Süd Tirol, Venezia Giulia, Istria, Zara, North 
Dalmazia and strategic Vlorë in Albania, but not Fiume or South Dalmazia from Spalato/Split to 
Cattaro/Kotor), plus ambiguous new colonies in Africa and in any future partition of the Ottoman-
Turkish Empire who replaced Italy as a German ally, which the weakening Allies happily promised Rome 
to secure her major wartime military contribution.1 
LǘŀƭȅΩǎ мфмп-15 pro-Allies neutrality and 1915 alliance-reversal helped the Allies in three key ways: 

a) in 1914-15 France could secretly shift her southern armies from the Italo-French Alpine borders to the 
Western Front where they helped barely contain the 1914 first German offensives outside Paris; 

b) later in 1915-18 this allowed the Allies to keep large Austro-German armies pinned-down on the Italo-
Austrian Alpine Front instead of shifting their defensive military weight to either the Western and 
Balkan Fronts against France, Great Britain and Greece;   

c) then this saved the depleted Anglo-French armies from having to scramble scarce forces to the Franco-
Italian Alpine border should Italy have completely collapsed (like Romania in 1916) after the Fall 1917 
Caporetto Rout (over 275,000 Italian th²ǎύ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ±ŜƴŜǘƻ ŀƴŘ tƻΩ ±ŀƭƭŜȅǎ 
from the Italo-Austrian Front near Udine to the Italo-French Alpine borders from Aosta-to-Ventimiglia, 
forcing Rome into a separate armistice.2 
Regardless, both Allies and Italy crafted their initial wartime and post-war plans on the shared belief 

in 1914-17 (and Rome until 1918) that their eventual future victory would still leave a relatively intact 
European Balance of Power with a much weaker, but still surviving German, Austria-Hungary and Russian 
9ƳǇƛǊŜǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ όмфмп-15 Salandra-Sonnino Plan and 1915 London 
Pact) to be first in regional border areas (Irredenta in Trentino, Trieste/Istria and north Dalmatia) and 
second as vague colonial cessions on the Turkish-Ottoman Middle East, all with initial unanimous Italian 
domestic political support. The first irredentist land cessions negotiated in 1914-15 (Salandra-Sonnino 
tƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ [ƻƴŘƻƴ tŀŎǘύ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ōȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƴƻǊǘƘ-east Alps 
and east Adriatic coasts against any relatively-strong post-war Germany and Austria-Hungary. Then in 
1916-1920s a second batch of semi-irredentist claims (Fiume, south Dalmazia and all Albania) indicated a 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǊƻƭŜ ōȅ ōƻƭŘƭȅ ǊŜǾƛǾƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ±ŜƴŜǘƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴƛǎǘ 
claims also in the south Adriatic/Balkans. Additionally, the parallel broadening as a distinct third set of 
Italian colonial claims in the 1915 London Pact to South-West Turkey (Smyrna to Adalia) reflected 
extending the historical Venetian-Genovese maritime claims to the East Mediterranean (Ottoman-Turkish 
Empire partition) once in late-1916 Rome became incensed that the Entente Powers (Czarist Russia, Great 
Britain and France) had since 1915-16 secretly conspired behind her back to partition only among 
themselves most of the Ottoman-Turkish Empire in the 1915 Russo-Anglo-French Accord (Czarist Russia 
seeking Constantinople, Turkish Straits, Turkish Armenia and most of Kurdistan; Great Britain seeking 
Mesopotamia/Iraq and a TransJordan link to British Egypt; France seeking ŀ άDǊŜŀǘŜǊ {ȅǊƛŀέύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Anglo-French 1916 Sykes-Picot Plan, revised by the 1918 Lloyd-George-Clemenceau Accord (Great Britain 
to annex as colonies Mesopotamia/Iraq and TransJordan, plus supporting an independent Arabia-Hejaz, 

                                                           
1 άLǘŀƭƛŀƴ LǊǊŜŘŜƴǘƛǎƳέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  aƻƴȊŀƭƛΣ {ƻƎƴƻ ŘΩ9ƎŜƳƻƴƛŀΥ Ltalia, Jugoslavia e Europa Centrale, 1918-41, idem, p.8-9 & 13;  Rosario Milano & 
Luciano Monzali, 5Ŝƭƭŀ wƛŎŜǊŎŀ ŘŜƭƭΩ9ǉǳƛƭƛōǊƛƻ ŀƭ {ƻƎƴƻ ŘŜƭƭΩ9ƎŜƳƻƴƛŀΥ !ǇǇǳƴǘƛ ǎǳƭƭŀ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀ 9ǎǘŜǊŀ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴŀ ƴŜƭƭƻ {ǇŀȊƛƻ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜƻ ŦǊŀ ƭŜ Due 
Guerre Mondiali in ACADEMIA, p.103-172: https://www.academia.edu/10248092/Dalla_ricerca_dell_equilibrio_al_sogno_dell_egemonia_Appunti_sulla_politica_estera_italiana_nello_spazio_mediterraneo_fra_le_due_guerre_mondiali;  άtǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
/ŀǘǘŀǊƻέ ƛƴ Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Province_of_Cattaro;  άtŀǊǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ hǘǘƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜέ ƛƴ Wikipedia:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partition_of_the_Ottoman_Empire  
2  M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean: Diplomacy & Naval Strategy, 1800s-2000, idem, Part II. 

https://www.academia.edu/10248092/Dalla_ricerca_dell_equilibrio_al_sogno_dell_egemonia_Appunti_sulla_politica_estera_italiana_nello_spazio_mediterraneo_fra_le_due_guerre_mondiali
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Province_of_Cattaro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partition_of_the_Ottoman_Empire
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revised in 1918 to take-over both also Iraqi-Kurdistan and an initially internationalized Palestine as Jewish 
ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфму .ŀƭŦƻǳǊ tƭŀƴΤ  CǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀƴƴŜȄ ŀǎ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ άDǊŜŀǘŜǊ {ȅǊƛŀέ ǿƛǘƘ [Ŝōŀƴƻƴ ŀƴŘ LǊŀǉƛ-
Kurdistan, plus South-East Turkey with Adana, revised again to turn-over Iraqi-Kurdistan to British 
Mesopotamia; an Anglo-French-dominated new Allied International Military Zone on Constantinople and 
Turkish Straits, plus Turkish Armenia and Turkish Kurdistan taken away from collapsed Czarist Russia). 
[ƛōŜǊŀƭ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŘƛǇƭƻƳatic protests in late-1916 against such exclusion led to the April-August 1917 Anglo-
Franco-Italian St. Jean de Maurienne Accords delimiting an Italian Zone on all South-West Turkish Anatolia 
(Smyrna to Adalia), again modified at the 1919 Versailles Conference by British pressures on an incensed 
Rome forcing to turn-over to rival Athens the Greek-speaking Smyrna Zone to which the Allies added most 
of Greek-speaking Turkish Trace from the Allied International Military Straits Zone.1 

Before World War I, LǘŀƭȅΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƴƻǾŜƭ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ¦ƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
in 1861 by merging into the Piedmontese Army and Navy all disparate forces from other Italian sub-Italian 
states, but joint training and restructuring were painfully slow and led to outright military defeat in the 
1866 Third Italian Independence/Austro-Prussian War. Finally, 50 years later under the leadership of 
Minister of War Lt.-General Paolo Spingardi (supervising the 1911-12 Italo-Turkish War up to early-1914) 
and Chiefs-of-Staff Generals Alberto Pollio (1908-14) and Luigi Cadorna (1914-17), all services were 
harmonized on a compulsory two-years draft for all citizens (except the Carabinieri who were career 
servicemen), structural reforms, increased military budgets aƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ /ŀŘƻǊƴŀΩǎ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƛŘ 
seniority for promotions, which helped Liberal Italy avoid military collapse in first monthts of World War I 
as a long bloody total war. But by the 1914 outbreak of World War I, the Italian Army officer corps was 
still overwhelmingly old and under-strength (26,000 peacetime career officers unable to fill over 13,000 
more officer slots for wartime full-mobilization, aggravated by parallel major deficits also among Non-
Commisisoned Officers/NCOs) because abismal military salaries forced most capable youths to seek 
ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǳƴǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǿŀǊŦŀǊŜΦ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΣ 
Parliament and budgets traditionally were militarily- and technologically-indifferent to such 
άǳƴǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƳƻŘŜǊƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŀǊΦ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǎƘƻǊǘŎƻƳƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
similar to the armies (compared to technologically modern navies) of less-industrialized Great Powers 
(Austria-Hungary, Russia, Ottoman-Turkish Empire, Portugal, Spain), and also France mitigated her non-
technological warfare training through constant drills in rigid strategic offensive combat (offensive à 
ƭΩƻǳǘrance), which were later adopted by modernizer Italian Chief-of-Staff Cadorna in 1915-17, who also kept 
relying on the very strict old Piedmontese discipline to crush all dissent and low-morale during bloody trench-
ŎƻƳōŀǘ όtƛŜŘƳƻƴǘŜǎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ ŎǊŜŜŘΥ ά!ƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΗέύΦ2 

Emblematic of these domestic politico-military tensions and politico-budgetary inactions was the 
political drama around the imperious and modernist General Luigi Cadorna, who after been offered in 1908 
the position of new Army Chief-of-Staff was passed over by both government and monarchy because they 
were scared-off by his unwaveringly demands of full military independence from civilian authorities and 
conferral of Supreme Command responsibilities both in peacetime and wartime, with leeway to also cashier 
higher officers. Instead, he was replaced by traditionalist Chief-of-Staff General Alberto Pollio (1908-14), 
held in high-esteem ōȅ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ άǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭέ ŀƴŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ TrƛǇƭŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΩs 
German and Austro-Hungarian counterparts, Helmut von Moltke Jr. and Conrad von Hötzendorf (who in 
1907 had failed to sway Vienna into a possible pre-emptive war against Italy). Yet, despite his strong pro-
Triple Alliance stance, as Chief-of-Staff Pollio discreetly responded to strong Italian Irredentist tensions 

                                                           
1 Albertini, Origini della Guerra 1914, idem;  Monzali, Italiani di Dalmazia dal Risorgimento alla Grande Guerra, idem;  Monzali, Sogno 
ŘΩ9ƎŜƳƻƴƛŀΥ LǘŀƭƛŀΣ WǳƎƻǎƭŀǾƛŀ Ŝ ƭΩ9ǳǊƻǇŀ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭŜΣ мфму-41, idem, p.8-9 & 13; M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, 
Parts I & II, idem;  Milano & Monzali, wƛŎŜǊŎŀ ŘΩ9ǉǳƛƭƛōǊƛƻ ŀƭ {ƻƎƴƻ ŘΩ9ƎŜƳƻƴƛŀΥ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀ 9ǎǘŜǊŀ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴŀ ƴŜƭ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜƻ ŦǊŀ 5ǳŜ DǳŜǊǊŜ 
Mondiali, idem, p.102-113; άtŀǊǘƛǘƛƻƴ hǘǘƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ άtŀǊǘƛǘƛƻƴ hǘǘƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  ά!ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WŜŀƴ-de-
aŀǳǊƛŜƴƴŜέ ƛƴ Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agreement_of_Saint-Jean-de-Maurienne#:~:text=%2DJean%2Dde%2DMaurienne%20was,18%20%E2%80%93%20September%2026%2C%201917 ; Paul C. Helmreich, άLǘŀƭȅ ŀƴŘ !ƴƎƭƻ-French Repudiation 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфмт {ǘΦ WŜŀƴ ŘŜ aŀǳǊƛŜƴƴŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ Journal of Modern History, Vol. 48, N. 2 (June 1976): p.99-мофΤ 9ƪǊŜƳ .ǳƐǊŀ 9ƪƛƴŎƛΣ 
άSykes-tƛŎƻǘΥ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ {ŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘϥǎ 5ƻƻƳέ ƛƴ Daily Sabah (10 July 2015):  https://www.dailysabah.com/feature/2015/07/10/sykes-picot-the-

western-agreement-that-sealed-the-middle-easts-doom ; ά{ȅƪŜǎ-tƛŎƻǘ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ Fanak.com (13 March 2017): https://fanack.com/international-affairs-of-the-middle-east-and-north-africa/sykes-picot-agreement/  

2 Piero Melograni, Storia Politica della Grande Guerra, 1915-1918 (Milan: Mondadori, 1998);  Philippe Rostan, [Ω9ǳǊƻǇŀ ƛƴ 
Pericolo: Caporetto, 1917 (Milan: Club degli Editori, 1969);  Dƛŀƴ[ǳŎŀ wƻǎǎƛΣ άwŜƎƛƻ 9ǎŜǊŎƛǘƻ ƴŜƭƭŀ DǊŀƴŘŜ DǳŜǊǊŀέ ƛƴ Esercito (9 
October 2018): http://www.gianlucarossi.it/post/2018/il-regio-esercito-nella-grande-guerra/;  M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, Part II, idem;  
ά!ƭōŜǊǘƻ tƻƭƭƛƻέ in Wikipedia:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alberto_Pollio#:~:text=Alberto%20Pollio%20(21%20April%201852,from%201908%20to%20his%20death.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agreement_of_Saint-Jean-de-Maurienne#:~:text=%2DJean%2Dde%2DMaurienne%20was,18%20%E2%80%93%20September%2026%2C%201917
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against then-allied Austria-Hungary by developing secret contingency war-plans against Vienna in case of a 
reversal of alliances, but he still neglect to modernize LǘŀƭȅΩǎ obsolete Armed Forces whose shortcomings 
were unveiled by the major combat and strategic demands of the 1911-12 Italo-Turkish War, compared to 
the superior strategic and technological role of the Italian Navy. Neither the military success in Libya nor 
diplomatic victory at the 1912 Treaty of Lausanne, convinced Chief-of-{ǘŀŦŦ tƻƭƭƛƻ ŀƴŘ wƻƳŜΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 
to embrace any major military overhawl, given the rising Leftist and Catholic anti-militarist national 
ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ LǘŀƭȅΣ tƻƭƭƛƻΩǎ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ŘŜŀth on 1 July 1914 in the midst of the international 
diplomatic crisis of Sarajevo over the Serb-inspired assassination of Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ ƘŜƛǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ 
Franz-Ferdinand, led a deeply-divided Italian government to finally confirm the previously passed over for 
leadership and neart-retirement, but still imperious and modernist General Cadorna as new Chief-of-Staff, 
accepting now at the onset of the Great War his earlier demands for total Supreme Command authority 
over the civilian ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ŏƻƴtrol (July 1914-November 1917).1 

Chief-of-Staff Cadorna was well-known for his support of offensive warfare at-all-costs and rushed to 
highlight and address most structural military shortcomings both within the Italian armed forces (recalling 
to duty 13 classes of reservists to compensate for the chronic peacetime short-fall of front-line officers and 
NCOs to lead still largely-illiterate privates; cashiered old ranks to promote younger officers; improved the 
supply of ammunitions; strengthened rail and road transports to ferry forces nationwide), and in tense 
political confrontations with the otherwise unprepared neutralist government of Premier Antonio Salandra, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ŧor the 
impending slide into a global war on whichever side of the rival alliances. The Italian Army was also 
structurally unbalanced by the continuing presence in Libya of large numbers of men and matériel to fight 
local pro-Turkish guerrillans years after the end of the Italo-¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ²ŀǊΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
her membership since 1882 in the Triple Alliance forced Chief-of-Staff Cadorna to reverse long-established 
strategic defensive plans against France on the Western Alps and Great Britain in the Central Mediterranean 
to focus instead the ill-prepared Italian Army for an offensive war along the recent Pollio contingency war-
plans against Austria-Hungary, while preserving neutrality against Germany until 1916. Yet, as the 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƛȊŜŘ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ άǎƘƻǊǘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘέ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ мфмрΣ ǘƘƛǎ 
influenced also the Italian government and public opinion during this first combat year, regardless of Chief-
of-Staff /ŀŘƻǊƴŀΩǎ ǿŀrnings to civilian authorities of the comparative high costs in casualties already 
experienced since 1914 in both the Western (Germans vs. Anglo-French forces) and Eastern Fronts (Austro-
Germans vs. Russians). DŜǎǇƛǘŜ у ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ άƴŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǘȅέ ό!ǳƎǳǎǘ мфмп-June 1915) and 
ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ōŀǘǘƭŜŦƛŜƭŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΣ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ 
woefully unprepared to the extreme challenges of total war and bloody trench combat stalemate. This was 
due both to the traditional unpreparedness of the Army and the negative psychological impact among the 
politico-military leadership that still cherished outmoded traditional 1800s short-wars, while cavalierly 
ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƘƻǊǊƻǊǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ badly missunderstood by the Italian 
leadership in terms of strategy, tactics and long-term logistics.2 

When Italy finally entered the Great War in May 1915 alongside the Entente, Chief-of-Staff Cadorna had 
been able to boost the Italian Army to 36 infantry divisions with 875,000 men, but still had only 120 modern 
artillery pieces, while throughout the war he coordinated an immense national mobilization to enlist 97% of 
all able men totalling 5 millions, plus one million civilians (men and women) in vital industrial weapons 
production (43,000 vehicles and 12,000 airplanes) and civilian defense. During the Great War, Italy's military 
efforts under Supreme Commander Cadorna focused on overwhelming Austria-IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ ŦƻǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 
trench-lines in 12 massive, bloody frontal land offensives mostly along the Isonzo River trench-line (1915-17) 
with massive casualties rivalling the equally infamous Western Front, despite her limited land war-gains. 

                                                           
1 ά!ƭōŜǊǘƻ tƻƭƭƛƻέ ƛƴ Wikipedia (2019):  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alberto_Pollio;  ά[ǳƛƎƛ /ŀŘƻǊƴŀέ ƛƴ Wikipedia (2019):  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luigi_Cadorna;  wƻǎǎƛΣ άwŜƎƛƻ 9ǎŜǊŎƛǘƻ ƴŜƭƭŀ DǊŀƴŘŜ DǳŜǊǊŀέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  Piero Pieri, Storia Militare 
della Grande Guerra, 1915-18 όaƛƭŀƴΥ [ƻƴƎŀƴŜǎƛΣ мфууύΤ  {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ 5ΦaΦ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΣ ά¢ƘŜ wƛǎŜ ϧ Cŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊƻ-Hungarian Navy, 
1900-муέ ƛƴ International Journal of Naval History (30 December 2020):  https://www.ijnhonline.org/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-austro-hungarian-navy-1900-1918/  
2 Melograni, Storia Politica della Grande Guerra, 1915-18, ƛŘŜƳΤ άLǘŀƭƛŀƴ LǊǊŜŘŜƴǘƛǎƳέ ƛƴ Wikipedia, see:  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_irredentism;  M. Rimanelli, Italy between Europe & Mediterranean, Part II, idem;   Philippe Rostan, 
[Ω9ǳǊƻǇŀ ƛƴ tŜǊƛŎƻƭƻΥ /ŀǇƻǊŜǘǘƻΣ мфмт (Milan: Club degli Editori, 1969);  Pieri, Storia Militare della Grande Guerra, 1915-1918, idem; 
John Keegan, The First World War όbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΥ ±ƛƴǘŀƎŜκwŀƴŘƻƳ IƻǳǎŜΣ мффуύΤ  ά[ǳƛƎƛ /ŀŘƻǊƴŀέ ƛƴ Wikipedia:  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luigi_Cadorna;  Monzali, Italiani di Dalmazia dal Risorgimento alla Grande Guerra, idem. 
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1-2-3-4. Italo-Austrian Front 1915-1918 (Italian conquests in blue (1 & 3) or green (2) or red lines (4);  Italian Objective: Trieste 
https://www.westpoint.edu/sites/default/files/inline-images/academics/academic_departments/history/WWI/WWOne14.pdf    http://www.worldwar1.com/heritage/mtg1.htm   http://www.isonzobattlefields.com/prijzen-data/     http://www.wwitoday.com/wwiScEventDetail.php?id=141     https://cdn1.vox-cdn.com/assets/4600111/Italian_Front_Large.jpg 

  ITALYôS  12  BATTLES   OF  THE  ISONZO  FRONT,  1915-1917    

ITALIAN OFFENSIVES  START END 
ITALY 

DEATHS 

ITALY WOUNDED/  

ILL & POWS  

AUSTRO-GERMAN 

DEATHS 

WOUNDED/ 

ILL & POWS  
TOTAL  

Border Offensive May 1915 June 1915 11,000 ---- 1,224 ---- 22,000 

I Battle of Isonzo 23-6-1915 7-7-1915 
1,916 

(15,000) 
11,495 &  

1,536 1,224 
7,576 &  
1,150 24,897 

II Battle of Isonzo 18-7-1915 3-8-1915 
6,287 

(42,000) 
30,482 & 4,897 

(89,000) 7,702 
26,645 & 12,291 

(47,000) 88,304 

III Battle of Isonzo 18-10-1915 4-11-1915 10,733 44,290 & 11,985 8,228 26,418 & 7,201 108,855 

August-October Battles August 1915 October 1915 1,008 8,809 & 165 1,600 ---- 11,582 

IV Battle of Isonzo 10-11-1915 14-12-1915 7,498 33,956 & 7,513 3,695 16,444 & 5,052 74,158 

January-February Battles January 1916 February 1916 463 1,629 & 2,909 137 428 & 112 5,678 

V Battle of Isonzo 11-3-1916 13-13-1916 296 1,271 & 315 320 1,300 & 380 3,882 

VI Battle of Isonzo 6-8-1916 17-8-1916 6,310 32,784/12,294 ill & 

12,128 
3,719 +1,050 19,910/4,377 ill 

& 13,829 
106,401 

VII Battle of Isonzo 13-9-1916 17-9-1916 2,487 15,371 & 3,286 2,477 12,806 & 4,493 40,920 

VIII Battle of Isonzo  30-8-1916 12-10-1916 2,942 15,132 & 5,790 3,913 
17,284 & 

10,796 55,857 

IX Battle of Isonzo 1-11-1916 3-11-1916 
4,785 

(39,000) 
19,922 & 9,217 

 (72,000) 2,382 
12,028 & 8,119 

(33,000) 56,453 

X Battle of Isonzo 12-5-1917 8-5-1917 
36,000 

(36,000) 
96,000 & 27,000 

(43,300) 7,300 
45,000 & 

23,400 234,700 

XI Battle of Isonzo 19-8-1917 12-9-1917 40,000 108,000 & 18,000 10,000 45,000/20,000 
ill & 30,000 

251,000 
+20,000 

XII Battle of Isonzo & 

Caporetto Rout 21-10-1917 12-11-1917 10/13,000 
30,000 & 293,000 

(18,000) (70,000) 5,000 403,000 

Source: ñThe Memory of You will be Eternalò:    http://www.100letprve.si/en/mejniki/the_isonzo_front/casualties/index.html 
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