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τEDITORIAL BOARDτ 
 

Florida Political Chronicle 

Peer-Reviewed Regional Scholarly Journal for Faculty, Students and 
Community of the Florida Political Sciences Association (FPSA) 

 

¶ Editor  Marco  Rimanelli, Ph.D., U.S./International Security, NATO & Europe (Saint Leo University) 
 

 

¶ Sean   Foreman, Ph.D., U.S. Politics/Elections, Latin America & International Affairs (Chair, Barry University, Miami) 
 

 

¶ Aubrey  Jewett, Ph.D., U.S./Florida Politics & Elections (University of Central Florida, Orlando) 
 

 

¶ Kelly  McHugh, Ph.D., U.S./International Security & United Nations (Chair, Florida Southern College, Lakeland) 
 

 

¶ Dan  DuBois, Ph.D., U.S. History & International Studies (Director International Studies, Saint Leo University) 
 

 

¶ Frank  Orlando, U.S. & Florida Politics, U.S. Elections & Director of Polling Institute (Saint Leo University) 
 

 

¶ Austin Trantham, Ph.D., U.S. Politics, U.S. Presidency, Constitutional Law & Political Philosophy (Saint Leo University) 
&  Editor of Political Scientist, FPSA Newsletter 
 

¶ Robert W. Robertson, Ph.D., International Business & Academic Administration (President & Chief Executive 
Officer of University College of the Cayman Islands & Senior Research Fellow at University of London--School 
of Advanced Studies & Commonwealth, Great Britain) 

 

 τFLORIDA  POLITICAL  SCIENCES  ASSOCIATIONτ 
 

JOIN FPSA:  Membership see:  www.fpsanet.com  

The Florida Political Sciences Association is committed to promoting political science research, education 
and service throughout the State of Florida.  Our Board of Officers represents the diverse educational 
opportunities available for higher education in Florida.  From the University of West Florida in Pensacola 
to Florida International University and the University of Miami, our FPSA association spans the state 
bringing together political scientists at public and private institutions to network, to collaborate on 
research and to discuss innovative strategies in the classroom. 

 

Join/Renew Membership in FPSA (Includes Annual Conference Registration): CLICK HERE 

    - Faculty: $75 (includes membership fee)/$85 by time of FPSA Annual Conference 

    - Student: $35 (includes membership fee)/$40 by time of FPSA Annual Conference 

 

http://www.fpsanet.com/
https://drc.wufoo.com/forms/florida-political-science-association/
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PUBLICATIONS: 

FLORIDA  POLITICAL  SCIENCE ASSOCIATION 

 

Florida Political Chronicle 
http://www.fpsanet.com/florida -political-chronicle.html  

 
The Florida Political Chronicle is the bi-annual peer-reviewed scholarly journal of the Florida 

Political Sciences Association, which encourages submissions from all discipline sub-fields. 
 

Call for Submissions to the Florida Political Chronicle (FPSA academic journal): 
https://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html. Scholarly articles from past FPSA 
conferences are welcome, plus any papers not previously published. Please contact the 
Editor, Marco Rimanelli (Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu) to start the peer-review process. 

 

The Political Scientist: 

Newsletter of the Florida Political Sciences Association 

 

http://www.fpsanet.com/the -political-scientist.html 
 
The  Political  Scientists newsletter is a semi-annual publication of the Florida Political Sciences 

Association.  Call for Submissions to The Political Scientist, the semi-annual newsletter of 

the FPSA: https://www.fpsanet.com/the-political-scientist.html. Possible submissions 

include short research articles, reflections on classroom activities, reviews of teaching 

resources, and/or short book reviews. Participation by graduate students and junior 

faculty is encouraged and welcomed! Please contact the Editor, Austin Trantham 

(austin.trantham@saintleo.edu) for more information concerning submission guidelines. 
 

See FPSA website:    www.fpsanet.com 

 

 

 

http://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html
https://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html
mailto:Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu
http://www.fpsanet.com/the-political-scientist.html
https://www.fpsanet.com/the-political-scientist.html
mailto:austin.trantham@saintleo.edu
http://www.fpsanet.com/
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 FLORIDA POLITICAL  SCIENCE ASSOCIATION 
 

 

   CHARTER  OFFICERS 2022 -2023  
 

 

 

President FPSA:  Leah H. Blumenfeld,   

Barry University, Miami,  lblumenfeld@barry.edu  
 

1st Vice-President:  Kelly  McHugh,   

Florida Southern College, Lakeland,  kmchugh@flsouthern.edu   
 

2nd Vice-President:  David  Hill,  

Stetson UniversityΣ dhill@stetson.edu  
 

Secretary:  Sean  Foreman, 

Barry University, Miami,  sforeman@barry.edu   
 

Treasurer:  Aubrey  Jewett, 

University of Central Florida, Orlando,  aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu   
 

EX -OFFICIO  

 

Marco  Rimanelli,  Editor,  Florida Political Chronicle, peer-review scholarly journal of FPSA 
Saint Leo University, near-Tampa,  Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu   
 

Austin Trantham,  Editor,  The Political Scientist Newsletter of FPSA 

Saint Leo University, near-Tampa,  austin.trantham@saintleo.edu   
 

Past FPSA President: Kelly McHugh, Florida Southern College, Lakeland,  kmchugh@flsouthern.edu  
 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
(staggered 3 -years terms)  

 

Austin Trantham, (2021-2023),   Saint Leo University,  austin.trantham@saintleo.edu   

Brian  Kupfer (2021-2023),  ¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎŜŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ  kupferb@tcc.fl.edu   

Judithanne  Scourfield-McLauchlan (2021-2023),  University South Florida-St. Petersburg,  dr_jsm@fulbrightmail.org   

Kathryn  VanderMolen (2022-2024),  ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ŀƳǇŀΣ  kvandermolen@ut.edu    

Kevin  Wagner (2022-2024),  Florida Atlantic University, kwagne15@fau.edu    

Richard  Murgo (2022-2024),  ¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎŜŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ  ricmurgo@gmail.com   

Houman  Sadri (2023-2025),  IPAC & University of Central Florida, houman.sadri@ucf.edu  

Kelly  McHugh (2023-2025),  Florida Southern College, Lakeland,  kmchugh@flsouthern.edu  

Bradley  Gardner (2023-2025),  Bethune-Cookman University,  gardnerb@cookman.edu   

mailto:lblumenfeld@barry.edu
mailto:kmchugh@flsouthern.edu
mailto:sforeman@barry.edu
mailto:aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu
mailto:Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu
mailto:austin.trantham@saintleo.edu
mailto:kmchugh@flsouthern.edu
mailto:austin.trantham@saintleo.edu
mailto:kupferb@tcc.fl.edu
mailto:dr_jsm@fulbrightmail.org
mailto:kvandermolen@ut.edu
mailto:ricmurgo@gmail.com
mailto:houman.sadri@ucf.edu
mailto:kmchugh@flsouthern.edu
mailto:gardnerb@cookman.edu
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 Call for     Call for Papers: 
  Florida  Political  Science  Association 
  Annual  Conference:  Saturday, 9 March 2024 

  1972-2023: 51 Years          University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 
 

 

 

Program Co-Chairs:  
 

Dr. Kelly McHugh, Florida Southern College 
Phone:  1 (863) 680-4313 
E-mail: kmchugh@flsouthern.edu 
     
Dr. Austin Trantham, Saint Leo University 
Phone:  1 (352) 588-6313 
E-mail: austin.trantham@saintleo.edu  

Arrangements Chair:   
 

Dr. Ben Smith, University of Florida 
Phone:  1 (352) 273-2345  
E-mail:  bbsmith@ufl.edu  
 
 

 

The 2024 FPSA Annual Conference will be held on Saturday, 9 March 2024, at the University of Florida in Gainesville. 
All information pertaining to the conference, including driving directions, parking and hotels, will be posted on the 
FPSA website in January 2024.  Faculty, graduate students, and undergraduate students are strongly encouraged 
to participate.  Please submit your proposals for individual papers or panels directly to the relevant Section Chairs.  
 

Proposals should include the following:  Name, Institution, Rank (Faculty, graduate student, undergraduate student), 
Contact Information (including E-Mail Address), Paper Title, and Abstract of 150-250 words. 
The deadline for proposals is 28 January 2024.   Accepted papers will be notified by 30 January 2024.  

Sections/Panels Section Chairs Contact Information 

American National Politics  Austin Trantham 
Saint Leo University  

austin.trantham@saintleo.edu  
352-588-6313 

Political Theory  Brian Kupfer 
Tallahassee Community College 

brian.kupfer@tcc.fl.edu 
850-201-9951 

Public Policy &                             
Public Administration 

Douglas Rivero 
St. Petersburg College 

rivero.douglas@spcollege.edu  
727-394-6948 

State & Local Government Sean Foreman 
Barry University 

sforeman@barry.edu 
305-899-4098 

International Relations 
 

Leah Blumenfeld  
Barry University  

lblumenfeld@barry.edu 
305-899-3386 

Comparative Politics  
 

Houman Sadri, IPAC &  
University of Central Florida 

houman.sadri@ucf.edu 
407-823-2608 

Regional Security from World War I 
to Today 

Marco Rimanelli 
Saint Leo University 

marco.rimanelli@saintleo.edu 
352-588-8277 

Roundtable: Teaching  
Political Science 

Kelly A. McHugh  
Florida Southern College 

kmchugh@flsouthern.edu 
863-680-4111 

 

Registration: 
Registration includes conference attendance, lunch and subscriptions to both Florida Political Chronicle and 
The Political Scientist Newsletter.  Registration is available on our new FPSA website:  www.fpsanet.com or  
www.fpsanet.com/annual-conference.html   or mail to our Treasurer, Aubrey Jewett at Aubrey.Jewett@ucf.edu 
Pre-registration on-line is $75 for faculty and $35 for students. All Paper Presenters, Panel Chairs and Discussants please pre-register.  
On-site registration at the FPSA Annual Conference is $85 for faculty and $40 for students.  
 

FPSA Awards: 
A $250 award is given to the FPSA Best Graduate Student Paper Award, and a $200 award to the FPSA Best Undergraduate Student 
Paper Award at the FPSA Annual Conference.  Award winners will have their papers published in the Florida Political Chronicle.   
Faculty papers, all Best Award Papers and Runner-Ups, are also eligible for publication in the Florida Political Chronicle. 

mailto:kmchugh@flsouthern.edu
mailto:austin.trantham@saintleo.edu
mailto:bbsmith@ufl.edu
mailto:austin.trantham@saintleo.edu
mailto:brian.kupfer@tcc.fl.edu
mailto:rivero.douglas@spcollege.edu
mailto:sforeman@barry.edu
mailto:lblumenfeld@barry.edu
mailto:houman.sadri@ucf.edu
mailto:marco.rimanelli@saintleo.edu
mailto:kmchugh@flsouthern
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http:/www.fpsanet.com___.YXAzOmZsb3JpZGFzb3V0aGVybmNvbGxlZ2U6YTpvOjAwYTA2Zjk1NDJhZWFlMmNmZmRiYWMzMDVjZWM0ZjkzOjY6ZTgzYzoxOWQzNDMzNWJjMDliZDU1OWE2MTdmOWJjMjhhOTU5NmJkYTU5YzYwZGJkZmY3OTgxZWQ0Y2UzODNjNTViYzEzOnA6VA
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http:/www.fpsanet.com/annual-conference.html___.YXAzOmZsb3JpZGFzb3V0aGVybmNvbGxlZ2U6YTpvOjAwYTA2Zjk1NDJhZWFlMmNmZmRiYWMzMDVjZWM0ZjkzOjY6OTM0Yzo2NjZhMzVkNjdjMTIwNjU0ZjE3ZWVhMTM2NDUyNDdkYmU0Zjg0MDgwZTU5NzU5NDA2ZDViMWJkYjU5MDE5ZDdkOnA6VA
mailto:Aubrey.Jewett@ucf.edu
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FPSA Awards 
Manning J. Dauer Award 

Best Graduate Paper Award 

Best Undergraduate Paper Award 

 

Manning J. Dauer Award 

Manning J. Dauer was a distinguished Professor in the Department of Political Science at the University of Florida 

for over half a century. When he passed away in 1986, he left a legacy that is unparalleled in the State of Florida. 

He had served as both a formal and an informal advisor to scores of governors, the state legislature, mayors, 

county commissioners and city council-members. Indeed, it is said that he left his imprint on many public policies at 

both the state and local level. He is perhaps best known for leading a team of scholars and public officials that 

devised a reapportionment scheme for the State of Florida in the aftermath of the famous Baker v. Carr and 

Reynolds v. Sims cases. 

As an academic, he wrote numerous articles and books on state and local government and politics, and his work 

was frequently cited by other scholars. He also edited a well-received book on government and politics in Florida. 

Professor Dauer was a well-known figure within and outside of academia including both the political science and 

public administration communities, local and state government, and the media. But, his heart and loyalty were 

perhaps tied closest to the organization that helped to co-foundðthe Florida Political Science Association (FPSA).   

 

In the late 1990s, the FPSA decided that it was time to establish a lasting and fitting tribute to the person who had 

breathed life into our Association and devoted so much of his time and energy to the FPSA and the state he loved. 

To that end, the Associationôs officers, Executive Council, and membership in 2000 created the Manning J. Dauer 

Award that would be given every three years to a faculty member at a Florida institution.  

 

Recipients of the Manning Dauer Award should have a sustained exemplary record of research, teaching, 

mentoring and service related to Florida politics and policy and supportive involvement with the Florida Political 

Science Association. Like Manning Dauer himself, recipients of this award should be recognized experts on 

Sunshine State politics and have impact and recognition beyond the discipline of political science reaching out to 

their local community, the state, nation and/or internationally. 

 

Manning J. Dauer Award Recipients 

2020     Aubrey Jewett, University of Central Florida 

 

2016     Jonathan West, University of Miami 

 

2009     J. Edwin Benton, University of South Florida  

 

2006     Joan Carver, Jacksonville University 

 

2003     Susan A. MacManus, University of South Florida 

 

2000     Thomas R. Dye, Florida State University 
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Best Graduate Paper Award 

The FPSA recognizes the best graduate paper presented at the annual meeting. The recipient of the award is 

recognized at the following meeting and receives a $250 check from the association. In addition, the paper is 

considered for inclusion in the next volume of the associationôs journal, The Florida Political Chronicle. 

 

Best Graduate Paper Award Winners 

2023      Alexander Krest, University of South Florida-St. Petersburg 

              "Citizen Departure: Investigating Party Dissolution Within Urban & Rural Populations" 

 

2022    Sara Belligoni, University of Central Florida 

            ñHeld in the Grip: Governing Institutions and Emergency Management Procedural Arrangements in the  

             Cases of Florida and Puerto Rico.ò 

 

2021     Craig Wilding, University of Central Florida 

             "Florida Campaign Money: Are Constituents Being Represented?" 

 

2019     Davide DellôIsola, University of Central Florida 

             ñImmigration and Demise of Social-Democratic Parties in Western Europe: France, United Kingdom,  

              Germany and Italy.ò  

 

2018     Sandor Fabian, University of Central Florida 

             "Why Does David Sometimes Defeat Goliath? Effects of Military Culture on the Outcome of Asymmetric Warsò 

 

2017     Christopher Faulkner and Joshua Lambert, University of Central Florida 

             "Sign on the Dotted Line: Contracting Private Military and Security Companies in African Civil Wars" 

 

2016     Jennifer L. Hudson, University of Central Florida 

             ñLegislative Gridlock, Partisanship and Trust in Governmentò  

 

2015     Thomas Just, Florida International University 

             "Post-Communist Recovery and the State: Case Studies of Poland and Ukraine"  

 

2014     Enrijeta Shino, University of Florida 

             "Absentee Voting: A Cross State Analysis" 

 

2013     Essien Ukpe Ukoyo Ukpe, Akwa Ibom State University 

             "The Arab Connection & the Upsurge of Insurgency in Africa: A Case Study of Boko Haram in Nigeria" 

 

2012     Tammie Marcus Clary, Florida Atlantic University 

             "Politicians of a Feather, Tweet Together" 

 

2011     Magda Giurcanu, University of Florida 

             "Europe at Stake at first European Parliament Elections Organized in an Enlarged Europe" 

 

2010     Jordan Michael Ragusa, University of Florida 

             "Chamber Hopping" in the U.S. Congress: Structure-Induced Learning and the Development of a Partisan 

              Senate." 

 



 Florida  Political  Chronicle vol.30, n.2 (2023) 
 

- 10 - 

 

Best Undergraduate Paper Award 

The FPSA recognizes the best undergraduate paper presented at the annual meeting. The recipient of the award is 

recognized at the following meeting and receives a $200 check from the association.  In addition, the paper is 

considered for inclusion in the next volume of the associationôs journal, The Florida Political Chronicle. 

 

Best Undergraduate Paper Award Winners 

2023     Colin Kennerly, Stetson University  

             "Mauritius: A Question of Democratic Development" 

 

2022     Carlos Gonzalez, New College of Florida 

             "Paving over Democracy: The Relationship Between Highways and Voter Turnout in Florida" 

 

2021     Alyson E. Johnson, University of Central Florida  

             "Explaining Income Inequality in Florida: 2000-2016"  

 

2019     Meghan L. Stevens, University of Central Florida 

             "Differences in Vote Margin of Candidates in the Florida Legislatureò   

 

2018     Alexander Bruens and Mirella Miranda, Florida Atlantic University 

             ñRedefining Post-Conflict Peacekeeping Success in Regional and International Missionsò  

 

2017     Bradley J. Caouette, University of Central Florida 

              "Regional Political Power in Floridaò  
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Ct{!  tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ  aŜǎǎŀƎŜ   
by FPSA President Kelly McHugh, Ph.D. (Chair Florida Southern College, Lakeland) 

 

 

 

Greetings FPSA members and all interested readers! 
 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Florida Political Chronicle, vol.30, n.2 (Fall 2023) at 150 pages, presented 
under the leadership of our esteemed Editor, Professor Marco Rimanelli of Saint Leo University.  As we 
approach our 2024 Annual Conference of the Florida Political Science Association hosted by the University 
of Florida in Gainesville (and the 2024 election season culminating in November) the idea of critical thinking 
has been on the top of my mind.  
 
In a 2019 essay in the Chronicle of Higher Education, Elizabeth Oljar and D.R. Koukal observed a lack of 
ǇǊŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ ƴƻǘŜŘΣ ά²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƪŜǊǎΣ 
but we are collectively unable to say with any degree of precision what that aŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŜƴǘŀƛƭǎΦέ1  Admittedly, 
I also find this term hard to define concisely; for me, it is less a specific learning outcome that I assess with 
ŀƴ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ άƳŜǘŀέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŦǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ŘŜǎƛƎƴ Ƴȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L Ǌǳƴ Ƴȅ 
class sessions, and a disposition I seek to encourage among my students.  If I were to define it briefly in 
relation to Political Science, I would argue that promoting critical thinking in Political Science requires 
students to be able to construct and advance evidence-based arguments about contemporary political 
issues. Concomitantly, students should also be able to interrogate the statements made by others, most 
notably by policy-makers and members of political parties. 
 
Promoting critical thinking in the discipline of Political Science has particular resonance this year.  The 
Economist ŘǳōōŜŘ нлнп  άǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣέ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
population will participate in some form of election this year.2  This includes the 2024 Presidential Election 
in the United States, which will likely feature a rematch between former-President Donald J. Trump and 
incumbent-President Joseph R. Biden. This election will be closely contested, along with thƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
national races in the United Kingdom and Mexico, as well as the contest for seats in the European 
Parliament. In contrast, numerous other states will hold token election contests where the outcome is a 
foregone conclusion.  The most notable among these is the presidential election in Russia (by now a 
dictatorship), which will almost certainly keep Vladimir Putin in power for a third consecutive term. 
 

The cultivation of critical thinking skills is essential for those participating in all these election contests, as 
well as for those observing them from afar. Most fundamentally, discerning fact from fiction in politics has 
become difficult, as voters are now inundated with AI-generated content and disinformation circulated 
on social media sites. The political polarization, distrust in institutions and extremism that have plagued 
even well-established democracies make the proliferation of this false content even more perilous.  

                                                           
1  Elizabeth Oljar & D.R. Koukal, "How to Make Students Better Thinkers" in Chronicle of Higher Education, 3 February 2019,  
https://www.chronicle.com/article/how-to-make-students-better-thinkers/  
2 ½ŀƴƴȅ aƛƴǘƻƴ .ŜŘŘƻŜǎΣ ά2024 will be Stressful for Those Who Care about Liberal Democracyέ in The Economist, 13 November 2023, 
https://www.economist.com/the-world-ahead/2023/11/13/2024-will-be-stressful-for-those-who-care-about-liberal-democracy  
 

https://www.chronicle.com/article/how-to-make-students-better-thinkers/
https://www.economist.com/the-world-ahead/2023/11/13/2024-will-be-stressful-for-those-who-care-about-liberal-democracy
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There is no simple solution to this profound challenge to democracy, and the free and fair elections that 
are essential to their functioning.  National governments and tech companies must play a central role in 
identifying and limiting the distribution of disinformation as a targeted, planned malign content on all 
social media platforms. A more essential concern, however, is making sure that citizens are not just passive 
recipients of this disinformation. This task is one that the discipline of Political Science is well equipped to 
address.  Through our teaching and scholarship, Political Scientists can highlight the degree to which 
democracy and the ideas that undergird it can become imperiled when elected leaders violate democratic 
norms and the voting public reacts with apathy. 
 

Moreover, those who take a comparative approach to studying politics can demonstrate that the 
challenges currently faced by the U.S. are hardly unique or unprecedented. Numerous countries in Latin 
America and Europe have contended with the double-edged sword of political populism for decades. 
While populist leaders can excite the voting public and catalyze much-needed change, they can also usher 
in periods of illiberalism and extremism. As faculty members, it is vital that we help students in our classes 
-- whether they be first-year students in a survey class or graduating seniors in a seminar -- develop critical 
thinking skills they can utilize as citizens in a democracy. 
 
The state of democracy in the U.S. and abroad will be among many topics addressed at the 2024 Annual 
Conference of the Florida Political Science Association (FPSA) at the University of Florida in Gainesville. 
The 2023 FPSA Annual Conference took place at Stetson University in DeLand, FL on Saturday 22 April with 
a high level of discussion and an even broader range of analysis of the 2022 Mid-Terms and Florida 
Gubernatorial Elections, as well as key topics in U.S. and international politics.  I am looking forward to 
seeing everyone at the next 2024 FPSA Annual Conference at the University of Florida in Gainesville on 
Saturday 9 March 2024!   
 
I also hope that you will get to know our organization through our publications, offered free to the public: 
both the Florida Political Chronicle, our scholarly peer-reviewed regional Journal, and The Political 
Scientist, our professional newsletter.  Please contact me if you have any questions on the FPSA, or wish 
to become involved in our work. 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

K ell y M cH ugh,Ph.D. 
Chair & Associate-Professor Kelly McHugh, Ph.D. 

President Florida Political Science Association 

Florida Southern College, Lakeland  
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9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΥ FPSA & Florida Political Chronicle in 2023 
 

by Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D. (Saint Leo University & 2013-14 Fulbright Chair College of Europe-Bruges) 
 
 
 
5ŜŀǊ Ct{! tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ άCŜƭƭƻǿ-¢ǊŀǾŜƭŜǊǎέΣ 

welcome to this new 150 pages issue of the Florida Political Chronicle, vol.30, n.2 (2023), regional peer-
reviewed scholarly journal of the Florida Political Sciences Association (FPSA) published on-line and in colour.  

The Florida Political Chronicle is a community resource for members, scholars, students and public 
interested in domestic and international affairs, as well as FPSA work. Connections to both URLs is secure. 

All our Current Issues (2022-2023), Recent Issues (2009-2022) and Archived Issues (1989-2009) are free 
for access on the FPSA website with our new URL domain:  http://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-
chronicle.html and http://www.fpsanet.com/ 

Since 2021 the Florida Political Chronicle has created a new section, Books-Special Issues, to showcase 
our two books available free to the public and interested teaching faculty in Florida: 
× John Bertalan, A Brief Introduction to Florida Government, Special Issue-Book of the Florida Political 

Chronicle, vol.29, n.2 (Fall 2022 updated to the 2022 Mid-Term Elections), pages 100: 
http://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.htm   

× Marco Rimanelli, ed., World War I and League of Nations Centennial, 1914-2019, Special Issue-
Book of the Florida Political Chronicle, vol.28, n.1 (Summer 2021), pages 351:  
http://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.htm 

Since 2018, EBSCO Library collection of sources include also the Florida Political Chronicle and all its 
past issues as current references in library and university searches. 

This new regular issue of the Florida Political Chronicle, vol.30, n.2 (Fall 2023) at 145 pages, welcomes 
readers to an iƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƻǊȅ άFPSA tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜέ όp.11-12) by our renewed President of the Florida 
Political Science Association, Chair and Associate-Professor in Political Science Kelly McHugh, Ph.D., at 
Florida Southern College in Lakeland, discussing on changes at FPSA and the state of the Political Science 
Discipline and both the past 2023 FPSA Annual Conference at Stetson University in DeLand, FL and future 
2024 FPSA Annual Conference at the University of Florida in Gainesville. This is followed by my ά9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ 
LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴέ όǇ.13-16) summarizing key contributions to this issue from its 6 authors in 5 essays. 

The first essay in this issue, ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέΥ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƻƳōŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
Independence War to the Two World Wars, 1774-1953έ όǇ.17-77) is by Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D., Professor 
of Political Sciences & International Studies at Saint Leo University and 2013-2014 Fulbright Chair E.U. 
College of Europe-Bruges.  Professor Marco Rimanelli analyzes the evolving role of African-American 
soldiers who have defended the United States for over 250 years since the ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 1774-83 American 
Revolutionary War and fought bravely against all its enemies thereafter. Until the late-1940s Black soldiers 
fought as segregated U.S. άŎƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ǳƴƛǘǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ²ƘƛǘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 1812-15 Anglo-
American War, the 1861-ср ¦Φ{Φ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άCǊƻƴǘƛŜǊέ ŀǎ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мусс-96 
Indian Wars and 1899 Spanish-Cuban-American War, then the 1899-1906 Philippines Insurgency and again 
in the 1916-17 Mexican Punitive Expedition, followed by both the 1914-18 World War I and 1939-45 World 
War II as the 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ фоrd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ¦Φ{Φ άColoredέ Infantry Divisions, ending with 
military integration of White and Black G.I.s since the 1950-53 Korean War and later conflicts. Yet, despite 
their valour, Black soldiers always had to confront great adversity and systemic racism as a minority within 
an overwhelmingly White U.S. military that minimized their combat role. Anti-Black racism in the U.S. 
military was finally reduced and gradually replaced by merit-based promotions since their 1945 full 

http://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html
http://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html
http://www.fpsanet.com/
http://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.htm
http://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.htm
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integration in the national Armed Forces, and at home too (at least until the 1980s when U.S. General 
Colin Powell became the first Black National Security Advisor and then Chair Joint Chief of Staff, followed 
by the 2008-2016 election of the first Black President Barack Obama).  Equally important at the end of the 
essay is the authorΩǎ long historical interview at Saint Leo University with 103-years-old World War II 
Bronze Star U.S. Army Sergeant (retired) Roy Caldwood, the last living ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ U.S. 92nd 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ Division, who as a combat medic fought in the ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ advanced 
reconnaissance units in 1944-45 ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ in Northern ItalyΩǎ ¢ǳǎŎŀƴȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ Ln 
his almost forgotten wartime experience under a racist U.S. White military and against Axis forces in 
Tuscany, U.S. Sergeant Caldwood vividly recounted his life and combat lessons in dignity and tolerance. 
Unbeknownst to both Roy Caldwood and Professor Marco Rimanelli, ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊΩs wartime memoirs 
paradoxically came extremely close to intersect (although they never met in person as U.S. Sergeant 
Caldwood was stationed just 15 miles away at Viareggio on the coast) the parallel wartime experience of 
the authorΩǎ own father, Emeritus-Professor Giose Rimanelli, who in 1943-45 at age 17 ǿŀǎ άǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ (street arrest and enrolled into combat units) ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά.ƭŀŎƪ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜǎέ ƻŦ aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 
Italian Fascist Social Republic (R.S.I.) to fight against both Italian Partisans and the Allies, ending in his 
capture as an R.S.I. Sergeant by the Partisans and then imprisonment by the Allies at the Coltano (south 
of Pisa) POWs Internment Camp under the U.S. 92nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ DivisionΩǎ ƻǿƴ Black M.P.s. 
Although he never met U.S. Sergeant Caldwood, at the Coltano POW camp imprisoned Giose Rimanelli 
met the equally jailed American international poet and ardent Fascist Ezra Pound (this event later inspired 
Giose Rimanelli to write his 1950 wartime memoirs Tiro al Piccione!/Day of the Lion and emerge in post-
war Italy as a famous journalist and novelist). Finally, Giose Rimanelli escaped from the only U.S. prison-
train to transfer Italian R.S.I. POWs to Naples once left unguarded by its Black M.P.s for three days, later 
achieving fame as a key Italian post-war neo-Realist journalist/writer in 1950-60s before emigrating as 
a professional writer/professor ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŀ ƭƛŦŜ, despite never having a degree (Yale, NYU, 
Vancouver U., UCLA, SUNY-Albany).  Instead, U.S. Sergeant Roy Caldwood refused an easy post-war 
civilian life as a respected American άŜȄǇŀǘέ ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ romantic Tuscany region and returned instead to 
family life in segregated New York where he later became Assistant Deputy-Warden of Corrections at 
bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ wƛƪŜǊǎ LǎƭŀƴŘ WŀƛƭΣ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƘƻǎǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ мфтн ŀƴŘ мфтр ǊƛƻǘǎΣ then receiving the 2001 
/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ .ǊŀǾŜǊȅ, and now lives in Tampa, Florida, receiving local awards. 

The second essay in this issue, άCƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ wŜŘ CƭŀƎ [ŀǿΥ !ƴ 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ¢ƻƻƭ ǘƻ LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ tƻǎǎƛōƭŜ aŀǎǎ 
IƻƳƛŎƛŘŜ hŦŦŜƴŘŜǊǎΚέ (p.78-107) is by lawyer and Assistant-Professor of Criminal Justice Brooke V. 
Elvington, J.D. & Ph.D., at Nova Southeastern University-Fort Lauderdale, FL. The authorΩǎ essay is a 
research project focusing on 19 States in the U.S.A. that have implemented risk protection legislation or 
άwŜŘ CƭŀƎέ ƭŀǿǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ Ǝǳƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ Ƴŀǎǎ ƘƻƳƛŎƛŘŜǎΦ  άwŜŘ CƭŀƎέ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
preemptive removal of firearms by law enforcement from individuals deemed potentially dangerous, 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΦ  CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ŜƴŀŎǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ άwŜŘ CƭŀƎέ ƭŀǿ ƛƴ нлмуΦ  5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ 
literature supporting such measures, empirical data assessing their effectiveness remains sparse.  This 
study addresses two key questions:  (a) Has the implementation of the law resulted in a decrease in 
firearms-related hoƳƛŎƛŘŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ όōύ 5ƻ άwŜŘ CƭŀƎέ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ 
characteristics associated with mass homicide offenders?  A primary objective of the study was to 
ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ Ǌƛǎƪ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ƴethod for developing threat 
assessments by identifying individuals who made threats of mass homicide.  For the purpose of this study, 
άƳŀǎǎ ƘƻƳƛŎƛŘŜΣέ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƻƻƭƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  
Data was collected from petitions filed in three counties (n=556) to determine the prevalence of the 14 
statutory risk factors contained on the face of the petition, and five researcher selected non-statutory 
factors associated with offender typology. An interrupted time-series analysis revealed a decrease in 
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firearms-related suicides but an increase in firearms-related homicides after implementation. Bivariate 
analysis showed statements of intent to commit mass homicide (n=76) are significantly associated with 
the researcher selected non-statutory variables; however, only one of the statutory variables contained 
in the petition is linked to statements of intent. The findings demonstrate that the form of the petition is 
largely ineffective at identifying individuals who demonstrate mass homicide offender characteristics, 
however, modifications to the form of the petition, and the use of the petition may provide an effective 
tool at identifying individuals in need of threat assessments. This study underscores the importance of 
leveraging legal mechanisms such as risk protection orders to proactively identify and mitigate potential 
threats, enhancing public safety and supporting preventative measures against mass homicide.  

The third essay in this issue, ά/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ /Ƙƛƴŀ {Ŝŀ ŀƴŘ ¦Φ{Φ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΥ IƛǎǘƻǊical 
Analysis of U.S. Regional Influenceέ (p. 108-129) is by Eslam M. Omar, Ph.D., Assistant-Professor in Political 
Sciences at Kentucky State University-Frankfort.  Dr. OmarΩǎ essay is a research project that provides an 
in-depth historical analysis of China's activities in the South China Sea and the United States' 
ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΣ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘŜŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎǎ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
region. The South China Sea has long been a flashpoint in international relations, with its strategic 
importance being underscored by a multitude of overlapping territorial claims, rich natural resources, and 
vital shipping lanes. The paper traces the evolution of China's maritime assertions from the post-World 
War II era to contemporary times, juxtaposing them with the United States' strategic interests and foreign 
policy decisions. It argues that while China's activities have often been framed within the context of its 
ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǇƭŀȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ its 
commitment to upholding the rules-based international order, maintaining freedom of navigation, and 
ensuring the balance of power in the Asia-Pacific region. Furthermore, the analysis underscores how both 
powers have navigated the tightrope of regional diplomacy, deterrence, and cooperation. In conclusion, 
the paper emphasizes the need for continued diplomatic dialogue and multilateralism as the most viable 
path forward, considering the intertwined histories and interests of both nations in the South China Sea. 

The fourth essay in this issue, άJuvenile Justice, State Attorneys and Public Opinion: a Case-Study from 
bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀέ (p. 130-144) is co-authored by Assistant-Professor of Criminal Justice Shelley Grant, 
MSCJ and Professor of Geography Ray Oldakowski, Ph.D., both from Jacksonville University, Florida. The 
authors analyze as case-study the work ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ 4th Judicial Circuit where a well-known incumbent State 
Attorney who practiced a punitive approach to juvenile crime was soundly defeated by a challenger who 
explicitly advocated for more rehabilitative measures. A survey was conducted using a self-administered 
on-line questionnaire with a probability sample of over 500 residents to determine if their opinions 
regarding juvenile justice matched the practices of their new State Attorney. The respondents expressed 
their support for the rehabilitative treatment of juvenile offenders over a series of questions regarding 
the purpose of the juvenile justice system and appropriate punishment for offences of varying degrees of 
severity. This preference was most evident among Black respondents, although they expressed the least 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
difference when the results were disaggregated by prior victimization, but no significant differences were 
found disaggregating by age. 

This issue showcases as Book Review, άHypocrisy and Human Rights: Resisting Accountability for 
Mass-Atrocities, by Kate Cronin-Furmanέ (p. 145-147) reviewed by Doctoral-Lecturer in Political Sciences 
and Interdisciplinary Studies Camara ά/ŀƳέ Silver, Ph.D., from John Jay College--City University of New 
York (CUNY), New York. This Book Review discusses the compelling conundrum of international human 
rights enforcement that if the international community cannot force countries to abide by their human 
rights obligations, then it is just another unenforceable proposition. 
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As usual, thƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ά{ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ 
!ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ CǊŜŜŘƻƳέ όǇ. 148). 

The two Back-Covers for the Florida Political Chronicle, traditionally highlight the institutional profile 
of current FPSA University Members:  
¶ the first one (p. 149) ŎƻǾŜǊǎ {ŀƛƴǘ [Ŝƻ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ƴŜŀǊ ¢ŀƳǇŀΣ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ct{!Ωǎ 

Florida Political Chronicle; 
¶ the second one (p. 150) portrays the Information & Policy Analysis Center (IPAC) of the University 

of Central Florida in Orlando as a valued Ct{! ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ Lt!/Ωǎ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ-Director Houman 
Sadri, Ph.D. who is also Associate-Professor at the University of Central Florida in Orlando (and ex-
FPSA President in 2012-2013) who has generously funded the FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper 
Award to meritorious candidates in 2015, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2021 and 2022.  

¶ Dr. Houman Sadri has reconfirmed IPACΩǎ continued sponsorship of future FPSA Best 
Undergraduate Paper Awards (see p.149 ǿƛǘƘ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ {ŀŘǊƛΩǎ Lt!/ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŎƘŞǉǳŜ 
given at the 2023 FPSA Conference to then-FPSA President Leah Blumenfeld). 

Our Mission:  since 1989, the Florida Political Chronicle is the peer-reviewed, regional, scholarly journal 
of the Florida Political Sciences Association, serving the academic disciplines and professors of Political 
Sciences and International Relations in a balanced, non-political, analytical, intellectual and non-
discriminatory way that fully embodies both our regional assoŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
requirements for public policy in universities. The Florida Political Chronicle is registered on EBSCO and 
encourages submissions of scholarly academic essays and Book-Reviews from all Political Sciences-related 
Disciplines:  American Government & Politics; Political Theory & Philosophy; Comparative Politics; 
International Affairs & Security; Diplomatic History; International Political Economy;  Public Administration;  
International Law & Organizations.  Our FPSA regional scholarly journal supports submissions from current 
and past FPSA members, as well as domestic and foreign scholars who have either presented their work at 
ŀƴȅ Ct{! !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

Thank you for your enduring trust in the Florida Political Chronicle (Submission Guidelines on p.8). 
Most sincerely, 
 

M arco R imane ll i,Ph.D. 
 

Editor of Florida  Political  Chronicle, Ct{!Ωǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΣ http://www.fpsanet.com/florida -political-chronicle.html  

Full-Professor of Politics & International Security, Saint Leo University-Florida, U.S.A. https://www.saintleo.edu/ faculty-bios/marco-rimanelli-ph-d 

& 2013-2014 Fulbright-Schuman Chair at E.U. graduate College of Europe-Bruges, Flanders/Belgium 

http://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html
https://www.saintleo.edu/faculty-bios/marco-rimanelli-ph-d
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ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέΥ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-American Combat from !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
Independence War to Two World Wars, 1774-1953 

 

by Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D. (Saint Leo University & Fulbright Chair E.U. College of Europe-Bruges) 
 
 
 

Abstract:   African-American soldiers have defended the United States for over 250 years ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
1774-1783 American Revolutionary War and fought bravely against all its enemies thereafter. Until the late-
1940s Black soldiers fought as segregated U.S. άŎƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ǳƴƛǘǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ²ƘƛǘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ƛƴ 
the 1812-1815 Anglo-American War, the 1861-1865 U.S. Civil War, on the άCǊƻƴǘƛŜǊέ ŀǎ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
regiments in the 1866-96 Indian Wars and 1899 Spanish-Cuban-American War, then the 1899-1906 
Philippines Insurgency and again in the 1916-1917 Mexican Punitive Expedition, followed by both the 1914-
1918 World War I and 1939-1945 World War II as the 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ фоrd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ¦Φ{Φ 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀŎƪ DΦLΦǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфрл-1953 
Korean War and later conflicts. Yet, despite their valour, Black soldiers always had to confront great adversity 
and systemic racism as a minority within an overwhelmingly White U.S. military that minimized their combat 
role. Anti-Black racism in the U.S. military was finally reduced and gradually replaced by merit-based 
promotions since their 1945 full integration in the national Armed Forces, and at home too (at least until the 
1980s when General Colin Powell became the first Black National Security Advisor and then Chair Joint Chief 
of Staff, followed by the 2008-2016 election of the first Black President Barack Obama).  Equally important 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ŀǘ {ŀƛƴǘ [Ŝƻ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ 102-years-old 
²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL .ǊƻƴȊŜ {ǘŀǊ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ όǊŜǘƛǊŜŘύ wƻȅ /ŀƭŘǿƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊέ of the 
U.S. 92nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ƳŜŘƛŎ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ advanced 
reconnaissance units in 1944-19пр ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ¢ǳǎŎŀƴȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ Lƴ 
his almost forgotten wartime experience under a racist U.S. White military and against Axis forces in 
Tuscany, U.S. Sergeant Caldwood vividly recounted his life and combat lessons in dignity and tolerance. 
UƴōŜƪƴƻǿƴǎǘ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ wƻȅ /ŀƭŘǿƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ aŀǊŎƻ wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊΩǎ ǿŀǊǘƛƳŜ ƳŜƳƻƛrs 
paradoxically came extremely close to intersect (although they never met in person as Sergeant Caldwood 
ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ мр ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ ±ƛŀǊŜƎƎƛƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘύ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ǿŀǊǘƛƳŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ 
own father, Emeritus-Professor Giose Rimanelli, who in 1943-19пр ŀǘ ŀƎŜ мт ǿŀǎ άǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ 
όǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǳƴƛǘǎύ ōȅ aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ όwΦ{ΦLΦύ 
to fight against local Italian pro-Allied Partisans and the Allies, ending in his capture as a Sergeant by the 
former and imprisonment by the latter at the Coltano (south of Pisa) POWs Internment Camp under the U.S. 
92nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ .ƭŀŎƪ M.P.s, where POW Giose Rimanelli met the equally imprisoned 
American international poet and ardent Fascist Ezra Pound (this event later inspired Giose Rimanelli to write 
his 1950 wartime memoirs Tiro al Piccione!/Day of the Lion and emerge in post-war Italy as a famous 
journalist and novelist) until Giose alone escaped from the only U.S. prison-train to transfer Italian R.S.I. 
POWs to Naples left unguarded by its Black M.P.s for three days, later achieving fame as an important post-
war neo-Realist Italian writer in 1950-1960s before emigrating as writer/ Professor in !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛa 
life despite never having a degree (Yale, New York University, Vancouver University, University of California-
Los Angeles, State University of New York-Albany).  Instead, .. Sergeant Roy Caldwood refused an easy post-
war civilian life as a respected AmerƛŎŀƴ άŜȄǇŀǘέ ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ¢ǳǎŎŀƴȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ 
New York where he later became Assistant Deputy-Warden ƻŦ /ƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ wƛƪŜǊǎ LǎƭŀƴŘ WŀƛƭΣ 
surviving as hostage in its 1972 and 1975 riots, then receiving the 2001 CommiǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ .ǊŀǾŜǊȅΣ 
and currently living in Tampa, Florida, which honoured him with local awards as well.1 



 Florida  Political  Chronicle vol.30, n.2 (2023) 
 

- 18 - 

 

Combat Role of Black American Soldiers in U.S. Military History, 1700s-1815 
For over 250 years, African-Americans have defended the United States since the 1774-83 American 

Revolutionary War and fought bravely in every later conflict against enemies of the Nation (1812-15 Anglo-
American War, 1861-65 U.S. Civil War, 1866-96 Indian Wars, 1914-18 World War I, 1939-45 World War II, 
1950-53 Korean War, 1964-73 Second Viet-Nam War), despite often great adversity and systemic racism at 
home (at least until the 1980s) and in the U.S. military (officially until their 1945 full integration in the national 
Armed Forces, but in reality still under the surface until the end of the 1964-73 Second Viet-Nam War). 

Since British Colonial America, by 1775-90 Black slaves imported and sold from West-Central Africa 
represented 19% of the American population with a shrinking 60,000 in the North (by 1830 only 3,568 were 
left in the North) and an expanding plantations-based 450,000 in the South, both groups deprived of 
political, economic and personal freedoms. Nevertheless, already in the 1600s-1760s European colonial 
wars affecting North America, several Black slaves ǿŜǊŜ άǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ²ƘƛǘŜ 
masters by local British Colonial militias to defend against Indian attacks along the Anglo-American Eastern 
Frontier. By the time of the American Revolution (1774-83) against centralizing British Imperial rule, also a 
number of freed Blacks and escaped slaves joined the local White Anglo-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ tŀǘǊƛƻǘǎΩ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 
fight:  Black freedman Crispus Attucks was the first of 11 American Colonials killed for attacking British troops 
in the 5 March 1770 Boston Massacre, while ex-slaves and Minutemen Salem Poor and Peter Salem fought 
ōƻǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ .ǳƴƪŜǊΩǎκ.ǊŜŜŘΩǎ Iƛƭƭǎ όмт WǳƴŜ мттрύ ŀƴŘ {ƛŜƎŜ ƻŦ .ƻǎǘƻƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǊŜōŜƭ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
Minuteman Commander General Joseph Warren was killed in combat, while Peter Salem was credited for 
fatally shooting in the head the already five-times wounded Scottish Major John Pitcairn who was still 
/ƻƳƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ aŀǊƛƴŜǎ ǎǘƻǊƳƛƴƎ .ǳƴƪŜǊΩǎ IƛƭƭΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦƛǊŜ {ŀƭŜƳ tƻƻǊΩs last parting shot was credited for killing British Army Lieutenant-Colonel James 
Abercrombie.  Although many other Black volunteers served in New England Minutemen Militias in 1774-
75 following the call for equal political freedom from the British Empire, once the rebel American Continental 
Congress formed in 1775 its Continental Army under General George Washington, the rebel Southern 
slaveholding ex-Colonies immediately excluded any Black volunteers (both slaves or freedmen).2 

 

       
Photo 1.  British Soldiers killing rebel Black American Crispus Attucks at the 1770 Boston Massacre;   Photo 2-3. John Trumbullôs painting, òDeath of General Joseph Warren at the Battle of 
Bunker's Hill, June 17,1775ò with at bottom left in white dying American Commander General John Warren vs. on center in red the fatally shot British Major John Pitcairn and on bottom far-right 
White American Patriot Thomas Grosvenor and behind him Black Minuteman Peter Salem, also in Photo 2 enlargement;  Photo 4. Peter Salemôs Portrait;   Photo 5. Peter Salemôs Grave in Boston;  
Photo 6. Black Minuteman Salem Poor;   Photo 7. U.S. General George Washington at Valley Forge, PA;  https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/peter-salem-and-battle-bunker-

hill#:~:text=Salem%20was%20born%20enslaved%20but,John%20Pitcairn%20at%20Bunker%20Hill; https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/salem-peter-ca-1750-1816/; https://www.nps.gov/people/peter-salem.htm;   https://www.blackpast.org/african-

american-history/salem-peter-ca-1750-1816/;   https://newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/tag/peter-salem/;  https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/salem-poor;   https://revolutionarywarjournal.com/african-american-soldiers-in-the-american-revolution-a-brief-history/ 

 

Soon after, the American Independence war became desperate under victorious British counter-
attacks in 1775-76, aggravated by high casualties and declining new troops enlistments among the Rebel 
Patriots, while by 1775 the besieged British John Murray Lord Dunmore, Royal Governor of Virginia, 
offered freedom only to any escaped slaves from the Rebel Patriot ex-colonies if they switched sides to 
enlist as Loyalists in the British Army (with tens of thousands of Blacks already joining the British Army by 
1775). All these issues finally forced much later American Revolutionaries, a reluctant General George 
Washington aƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ άǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎέ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ .ƭŀŎƪ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ 
and accept new Black recruits, but only reaching 5,000-to-9,000 Black Patriots fighting in racially-integrated 

https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/peter-salem-and-battle-bunker-hill#:~:text=Salem%20was%20born%20enslaved%20but,John%20Pitcairn%20at%20Bunker%20Hill
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/peter-salem-and-battle-bunker-hill#:~:text=Salem%20was%20born%20enslaved%20but,John%20Pitcairn%20at%20Bunker%20Hill
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/salem-peter-ca-1750-1816/
https://www.nps.gov/people/peter-salem.htm
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/salem-peter-ca-1750-1816/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/salem-peter-ca-1750-1816/
https://newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/tag/peter-salem/
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/salem-poor
https://revolutionarywarjournal.com/african-american-soldiers-in-the-american-revolution-a-brief-history/
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Infantry units by 1780 to minimize defections to the British Royalist side (4,000 more also served in the 
new U.S. Navy), plus their allied French forces had 545 Black soldiers from Saint Domingue/Santo Domingo. 
Contrary to the prevailing Southern racist opposition to arming Black freedmen and slaves, WashinƎǘƻƴΩǎ 
protégé /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ǳǊƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ άǘƘŜ ŘƛŎǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ώǘƘŀǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ōŜϐ 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛŘŜƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜέΣ ŀ ǾƛŜǿ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ 
by ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ Aide-de-Camp Colonel John Laurens of South Carolina, by General Nathanael Greene of 
Rhode Island who became second in command of the Continental Army, and by Founding Father James 
Madison of Virginia. 

By 1777, 6%-to-8% of American forces and aboard ships and privateers were Black fully integrated 
with their White comrades in their individual States forces (like Connecticut, New Hampshire, Maryland 
and Massachusetts), while most African-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǇƛƻƴŜŜǊǎέ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǳƴƛǘǎ 
driving wagons and supplied the U.S. armies (like New York Black pioneers). This percentage was higher 
in Winter when much of the Continental Army was temporarily furloughed home or many Whites 
deserted, but not Black veterans (in Winter 1777-78 at Valley Forge one-fifth of American soldiers were 
Black). Only two Black regiments in the American Continental Army were fully segregated: Brigadier-
DŜƴŜǊŀƭ WŀƳŜǎ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ ±ŀǊƴǳƳΩǎ U.S. 1st Rhode Island Regiment who in 1778 had recruited and freed 
local slaves as volunteers (Newport, R.I., was the Northern center of the slave trade), which saw many 
ŎƻƳōŀǘǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŦŜŀǊŜŘ IŜǎǎƛŀƴ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ ōȅ 
both French Marquis De La Fayette and during the 1781 Siege of the British Army in Yorktown, Virginia, 
by U.S. allied French forces in America led by General Rochambeau as one of the finest American Army 
units (under Alexander Hamilton the U.S. 1st Rhode Island Regiment then spearheaded the breach of 
¸ƻǊƪǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜǎ ŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊύΤ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŎƪǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀέ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŀǿ ŎƻƳōŀǘ.3 
 

      
Photo 8:  General Washington crossing the Delaware River, 1776;  Photo 9:  National Liberty Memorial in Washington, D.C. to Blacks fighting in the American Revolution;  Photo 10:  1st Rhode Island 
Regiment Monument of Battle of Pine Ridge;   Photo 11: 1st Rhode Island Regiment in African-American Veterans Monument;  Photo 12: John Singleton Copleyôs painting, The Death of Major 
Peirson in 1784 including a fictitious Black ñEthiopianò Loyalist Soldier;  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Crossing_the_Delaware_%281851_paintings%29   Photos 10-11 https://revolutionarywarjournal.com/african-
american-soldiers-in-the-american-revolution-a-brief-history/;  Photo 13 https://preserve.lib.unb.ca/wayback/20141205155437/http://atlanticportal.hil.unb.ca/acva/blackloyalists/en/context/gallery/copley.html   

 

Instead, the opposite Royalist side was able to enlist 20,000-to-100,000 free and enslaved Black 
Colonials offering them British guarantees of freedom to fight as Loyalist Black Anglo-American soldiers (and 
many Black Loyalists serving as British sailors):  Great Britain had already abolished slavery in the British Isles 
in 1774 and often threatened to emancipate all Black slaves in the defeated Southern Colonies if they 
continued to join the American Rebellion (securing thousands of Black Loyalist volunteers from New York, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia totaling three tmies the number of American Black 
volunteer soldiers). Two such Black Anglo-American units were fully segregated: Virginia Governor Lord 
5ǳƴƳƻǊŜΩǎ ά9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀƴ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜέ ǿƛǘƘ улл ŜǎŎŀǇŜŘ tŀǘǊƛƻǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŧƻǳght early in the American 
wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ²ŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅ ά.ƭŀŎƪ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜέ ƻŦ ƎǳŜǊǊƛƭƭŀ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ 
led by ex-ά9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀƴ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜέ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ ά¢ȅŜέ ό¢ƛǘǳǎ /ƻǊƭƛŜǎύ ǳƴǘƛƭ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘΦ  
After Great Britain lost in 1783 the American Revolutionary War against allied U.S.-French-Spanish forces, 
both White and Black Loyalist troops, plus civilians, were relocated mostly to British Canada. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Crossing_the_Delaware_%281851_paintings%29
https://revolutionarywarjournal.com/african-american-soldiers-in-the-american-revolution-a-brief-history/
https://revolutionarywarjournal.com/african-american-soldiers-in-the-american-revolution-a-brief-history/
https://preserve.lib.unb.ca/wayback/20141205155437/http:/atlanticportal.hil.unb.ca/acva/blackloyalists/en/context/gallery/copley.html
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However, in the United States the key help of African-Americans in the American Revolution was 
politically buried, given the refusal by the majority of the White American population of the time and many 
Founding Fathers (including Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin and John Adams) to accept Blacks as 
equals, while Southern Patriots feared potential slave rebellions by Black ex-soldiers during the exponential 
growth of plantation servitude in the Ante-Bellum (1783-муслύΦ  ¢ƘǳǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜƴŘ 
in 1783, only Rhode Island, New Hampshire and New York freed their Black veterans and other slaves by 
1784, while the enlistment promise of freedom in Maryland, Virginia and other Southern states fell short 
and most were returned to bondage after Independence was won by 1783.  

Again later, when the U.S. foolishly attacked the British Empire in the disastrous 1812-1815 Anglo-
American War seeking to both break British maritime controls and conquer Canada, only the British trained 
and used run-away U.S. Black slaves and British West Indies Black recruits as good soldiers (200 in the British 
Royal Marines and 1,000 Black Infantry soldiers from both groups). U.S. Black volunteers already counted 
for a quarter of all sailors in the U.S. Navy, while only by late-1814 the U.S. Army allowed recruitment of free 
and enslaved Blacks in their common national fight. Regardless, on the battlefield all U.S. forces were 
routinely defeated in combat or ran away, while the national capital Washington D.C. was torched by British 
veterans who had long fought Napoleonic French forces in Spain in 1808-1812. The only and unexpected 
U.S. victory was the 1815 Battle of New Orleans in Louisiana when U.S. General Andrew Jackson called for 
Black Louisiana volunteers to join the beleaguered American forces at equal pay, thus raising 600 Black 
soldiers in two segregated Black battalions, who fought well and held the right flank against several attempts 
to overrun it by British Black troops of the West India Regiment.  Yet, once again after the war these Black 
volunteers were not allowed to continue service in the peacetime U.S. Army, and their wartime support 
brought no post-war socio-political racial integration in Ante-bellum America.4 
 

     
Photo 13:  Enlistment Poster for U.S. ñColoredò Infantry Soldiers in U.S. Civil War, 1863;    Photo 14. U.S. Colonel Robert Gould Shaw & 54th Massachusetts ñColoredò Volunteer Infantry Regiment Monument by 
Augustus Saint-Gaudens in Boston Common;     Photo 15:  Black U.S. Sergeant William Harvey Carney, 54th Massachusetts ñColoredò Volunteer Regiment, 1863-64;    Photo 16: Daguerreotype of U.S. Black 
Infantry Corporal in U.S. Civil War, 1864;   Photo 17: Daguerreotype U.S. Black Cavalry Sergeant in U.S. Civil War, 1863;    Photo 18: Daguerreotype of U.S. Black Infantry Corporal with pistol in U.S. Civil War, 1864; 
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U.S. Civil War (1861-18срύΥ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ {ŜƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ .ƭŀŎƪ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 

In the national U.S Civil War (1861-1865) bloody reckoning over slavery, the Union finally abolished 
Black slavery in the South and sought to politically cement African-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΩ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŦǊŜŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ 
with the XIII, XIV and XV Amendments to the U.S. Constitution (emancipation and political-civil rights). The 
U.S. Civil War also saw the first combat by segregated U.S. Black volunteer Infantry and Cavalry regiments 
led by White officers and Black Non-Commissioned Officers (NCOs).  Since the start of the U.S. Civil War, 
on both sides of the political divide also local African-Americans wanted to fight (be them free or slaves), 
but neither the U.S.A. nor the Confederate States accepted them as soldiers. Instead, in the rebel South 
Black slaves played a key logistical wartime role digging trenches, building fortifications, working in 
hospitals and factories, and as wagon drivers. In reconquered ex-Confederate areas, local Black slaves 
flocked to Union camps where they also mostly served in these same types of logistics work.5 

https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/large-three-sheet-broadside-promoting-men-of-color-to-news-photo/1326279642?adppopup=true
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/54th_Massachusetts_Infantry_Regiment
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/portrait-of-an-unidentified-union-infantry-corporal-holding-news-photo/514875510?adppopup=true
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/portrait-of-an-unidentified-union-infantry-corporal-holding-news-photo/514875510?adppopup=true
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/portrait-of-an-unidentified-union-infantry-corporal-holding-news-photo/514875510?adppopup=true


 Florida  Political  Chronicle vol.30, n.2 (2023) 
 

- 21 - 

 

     
Photo 19:  U.S. vs. Confederate soldiers fighting in the U.S. Civil War;    Photo 20:  U.S. Company E, U.S. 4th ñColoredò Regiment at Fort Lincoln in the U.S. Civil War, 1865;    Photo 21: ñBlack Soldier in Second 

American Revolution;     Photo 22:  107th U.S. ñColoredò Infantry Regiment in the U.S. Civil War, 1864;  Photo 23:  Sergeant John Harris of U.S. 10th ñBuffalo Soldiersò Cavalry Regiment, 1868;   
https://www.wearethemighty.com/popular/international-views-american-civil-war/  https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/164071028_african-american-history-civil-war-us-colored-troops-photo-print   Photo 14: Library of Congress   https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-

photo/the-107th-u-s-colored-infantry-stand-guard-during-the-news-photo/615293108?adppopup=true   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo_Soldier# 

 

Northern and Western political Abolitionists secured the enlistment of the first three U.S. Black 
volunteer Infantry regiments who fought valorously: the exemplary combat record of the U.S. 1st Kansas 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΣ U.S. 1st ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ Colonel Robert 
DƻǳƭŘ {ƘŀǿΩǎ U.S. 54th aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛment (killed with half of his troops 
in a suicidal failed assault against entrenched Confederates in the 18 July 1863 Second Fort Wagner Battle 
in Charleston, South Carolina). Only by July 1862, the U.S. Congress first authorized enlisting 5 U.S. Black 
regiments (Second Confiscation and Militia Act), and after the 1863 Emancipation Proclamation the U.S. 
!ǊƳȅ ǊŜŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƴŜǿ .ƭŀŎƪ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŀǎ ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ¢ǊƻƻǇǎκwŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎΣ Ŏommanded by White officers 
with White and Black NCOs.  This opened the door to further enlist over 200,000 Black freedmen and ex-
slaves in U.S. Army White-ƭŜŘ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ (both Infantry and Cavalry) on all theaters of 
war to help defeat the rebel slaveholding Confederate States (C.S.A.), as stressed by U.S. President Abraham 
Lincoln. Despite being often treated like laborers and racially discriminated also by Northern White soldiers, 
over 186,000 African-American men served in the U.S. Army, fighting 39 major battles and 410 smaller 
combats, with 38,000 killed in combat and 16 men awarded the Medal of Honor. Yet, in the following century 
(1865-1950) a deeply racially segregated nation and White American society rarely saw uniformed armed 
.ƭŀŎƪ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ άƻǳǘ-of-ǎƛƎƘǘέ ƛƴ άCŀǊ ²Ŝǎǘέ ŀƴd Pacific posts.6 
 

   
Photo 23: Colourized photo of U.S. Black Infantry Corporal in U.S. Civil War, 1864;   Photo 24: Photo of U.S. Black Infantry Soldiers in U.S. Civil War, 1863;    Photo 25:  Black U.S. Infantry on picket at Dutch 
Gap in U.S. Civil War;    Photo 26:  Black U.S. artillery unit at Palmyra Bend in U.S. Civil War, 1865;    Photo 27:  U.S. President Abraham Lincoln & U.S. Senator Charles Sumner salute in 1865 a Black U.S. 

Infantry Regiment parading in conquered Richmond, Virginia in 1865 at end of U.S. Civil War;   Photo 28:  General U.S. Grant & C.S. General R.E. Lee surrender meeting at Appomattox 1865;  
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Indian Wars (1866-1896) and the Historic U.S. ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 

At the start of the U.S. Civil War (1861-1865), the government was fighting continuous Indian Wars 
ŦǊƻƳ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άCŀǊ ²Ŝǎǘέ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŜǿ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŎentrate on 
fighting the Southern Rebellion. During the U.S. Civil War some native American-Indian tribes joined the 
rebel Confederate South (Cherokees, Sioux and Indian tribes originally deported under U.S. President 
WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ муолǎ ά¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀǊǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘhe East and South to the Indian Territory/Oklahoma), while few 
others backed the Union North (Florida Seminoles).  The U.S.A. was exclusively committed in the fight 

https://www.wearethemighty.com/popular/international-views-american-civil-war/
https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/164071028_african-american-history-civil-war-us-colored-troops-photo-print
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/the-107th-u-s-colored-infantry-stand-guard-during-the-news-photo/615293108?adppopup=true
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/the-107th-u-s-colored-infantry-stand-guard-during-the-news-photo/615293108?adppopup=true
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo_Soldier
https://acwm.org/learn/educator-resources/united-states-colored-troops/
https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/portrait-of-an-unidentified-union-infantry-corporal-holding-news-photo/514875510?adppopup=true
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/african-american-pickets-on-duty-at-dutch-gap-stereographic-news-photo/514907464?adppopup=true
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/african-american-pickets-on-duty-at-dutch-gap-stereographic-news-photo/514907464?adppopup=true
https://www.liveauctioneers.com/price-result/civil-war-cdv-of-black-soldiers-at-palmyra-bend/
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/illustration/abraham-lincoln-and-charles-sumner-salute-royalty-free-illustration/117236324?adppopup=true


 Florida  Political  Chronicle vol.30, n.2 (2023) 
 

- 22 - 

 

against the rebel C.S.A. and had to go to such lengths as to supplement its scarce forces aƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ άLƴŘƛŀƴ-
ƛƴŦŜǎǘŜŘέ ǘǊŜŀŎƘŜǊƻǳǎ ²Ŝǎǘ ōȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ с ƴŜǿ ¦Φ{Φ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŜȄ-
/ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ²ŀǊ όƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ άDŀƭǾŀƴƛȊŜŘ ¸ŀƴƪŜŜǎέύ ǘƻ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ άCǊƻƴǘƛŜǊέ 
in 1864-1866, plus some Black soldƛŜǊǎΩ ǳƴƛǘǎΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ for over a decade the defeated 
{ƻǳǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ¦Φ{Φ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ όάwŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴέύΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ the rapid 
demobilization of the victorious half-million-strong Union Army down to 28,000 men by the 1870s (mostly 
committed to garrisoning the occupied South during the 1865-ту άwŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴέ 9ǊŀύΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻ нрΣллл 
by the 1880s-90s, left only a thin-screen of mobile U.S. Cavalry and Infantry units anchored along a 
network of historical forts to garrison a blood-soaked West during the 1866-1890s Indian Wars against 
warrior Native-American tribes. Most American society at the time was nationalistically committed to the 
national "Manifest Destiny" strategic aim to annex all of North America (from the Spanish/Mexican Rio 
Grande and South-West to the Caribbeans, Russian Alaska, British Canada and Pacific Hawaii) and colonize 
these lands by superior God-fearing and hard-ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛƻǳǎ ²ƘƛǘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ǾǎΦ άƭŀȊȅ aŜȄƛŎŀƴǎέ ŀƴŘ 
ǳƴǊŜŦƻǊƳŀōƭŜ ƴŀƪŜŘ LƴŘƛŀƴ άǎŀǾŀƎŜǎέ όŀǎ ƪŜŜƴƭȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ CǊŜƴŎƘ !ƭŜȄƛǎ 5Ŝ ¢ƻŎǉǳŜǾƛƭƭŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 
1830s-40s legendary political book, Democracy in America), while White settlers along the ever-moving 
άCŀǊ ²Ŝǎǘ CǊƻƴǘƛŜǊέ όŦǊƻƳ мсллǎ-мтллǎ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ /ƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎōǳǊƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ муфлǎ Klondike Gold Rush) 
clamoured for military protection against the threat of rampaging warring Indian tribes.7 
 

    
Photo 35:  Indian Chief Red Cloud & Oglala Sioux, 1867-80s;  Photo 36:  U.S. ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò U.S. 9th Cavalry Regiment, 1880s;  Photo 37:  U.S. ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò U.S. 10th Cavalry 
Regiment Lt. Clark & Trooper rescuing wounded Corporal Scott in the Indian Wars, etching by Frederic Remington, 1886    Photo 38:  U.S. 25th ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò Infantry Regiment in Indian Wars at 
Fort Keogh, Montana, 1870-1890;    Photo 39:  U.S. ñBuffalo Soldierò Corporal U.S.  9th ñColoredò Cavalry Regiment in Indian Wars, 1890;    https://www.sciencesource.com/2010283-american-indian-wars-buffalo-soldiers-1886.html    
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When Congress radically downsized and reorganized the postwar peacetime U.S. Army in Summer 
муссΣ ƛǘ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŘŜƳƻōƛƭƛȊŜŘ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
they were replaced by six new U.S. Army segregated African-American Regiments, led by White officers 
(38th, 39th, 40th and 41st ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ фth and 10th ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ 
Regiments), actively re-enlisting many ex-Civil War veterans and ex-slaves. In 1869 a second reduction in 
size of the post-Civil War U.S. Army in 1869-1916 left 25 Infantry and 10 Cavalry regiments, also leading to 
the consolidation of Black Infantry regiments to represent 10% of the entire U.S. Infantry (U.S. 39th and 40th 
merged as the new U.S. 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Regiment in April 1869 and the U.S. 38th and 41st as a new 
U.S. 25th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Regiment in November 1869) and 20% of the U.S. Cavalry (the two Black 9th and 
10th ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎύ. The ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ сл ȅears-long service record played a key role 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ά²ŜǎǘǿŀǊŘ 9ȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀƴ ²ŀǊǎ όмусс-1890s), while paving the road for the slow 
integration of African-Americans in the U.S. Military and society at-large. Although ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ 
postwŀǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǇȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǊŜǎŜƴǘŦǳƭ ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘ {ƻǳǘƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ άwŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴέ όмуср-78), 
White Americans both in the South and victorious North (East Coast, Mid-West and California) did not want to 
ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ŀǊƳŜŘ άbŜƎǊƻέ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘies, while also concerned that local labor markets would be 
flooded by countless freed Blacks as new cheap labor (which eventually happen briefly only during both World 
Wars with the two Southern Black migrations to the North). Thus, facing frequent civilian unemployment in 
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White communities many Blacks sought long U.S. military service as an honourable profession providing 
shelter, education, steady pay, medical care and pension, and as a way to eventually gain respect and 
equality.  But as initial recruitments focused on filling quotas with no regard to the ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘǎΩ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 
and soldiering skills (only part of new recruits had actually had any combat experience in the Union during the 
U.S. Civil War), while most ex-slaves or freed could not read or write, further aggravating existing prejudices 
against Black soldiers, forcing several U.S. Black regiments to be deployed quite late to their assigned Frontier 
posts because many new recruits under training had to be discharged and replaced. In time, as also highly 
educated Blacks were often discriminated in finding peacetime employment compared to Whites. From 1870 
to 1898, the total strength of the US Army totaled 25,000 service members, with black soldiers maintaining 
their ten percent representation. In time, U.S. Army recruiters eventually were able to enroll more intelligent 
unemployed Blacks compared to average White soldiers (especially the legendary U.S. 10th ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
Cavalry led by its first U.S. Civil War hero General Benjamin H. Grierson, who actively enlisted only the highest 
quality men, while in late-1880s West Point the first Black graduates John H. Alexander and Charles Young 
were commissioned in the 9th ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ Regiment).8 

As the U.S. Army and Congress agreed to keep all new segregated Black Regiments away from the 
turbulent South and its resurgent anti-Black terror militias (Ku-Klux-YƭŀƴύΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ άŎƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
were rotated as garrisons to Fort Bliss-El Paso, Texas, and then scattered around dozens of isolated 
Western Frontier forts against local native-Indian tribes.  As hundreds of thousands American civilians 
ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭƻƴƎ /ƻƴŜǎǘƻƎŀ ǿŀƎƻƴ ŎŀǊŀǾŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘ άCŀǊ ²Ŝǎǘέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŎƘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǇǊŜ-
war trail routes and new expanding railways over Indian lands (Far Western Prairies beyond the Missouri 
River and semi-desertic South-West Territoryτtoday Arizona and New Mexico), the U.S. government 
during the 1860s-90s Indian Wars fought countless engagements against nomadic hostile local native-
Indian warrior tribes, while seeking to disarm and relocate them to smaller U.S.-controlled Indian 
Reservations, especially after the victorious Sioux Chief Red Cloud forced U.S. General William T. Sherman 
to evacuate all Sioux lands, the Bozeman Trail and both Fort Phil Kearny and Fort Reno (then burned down) 
in the 1868 Fort Laramie Peace Treaty. Just like their vanquished brethren in the East and South prior to 
ǘƘŜ муолǎ ά¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀǊǎέ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭǎΣ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƳŀŘƛŎ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ-Indian tribes from the Western 
Plains to the semi-desertic South-West were often on the war-path due to their bitter resentment of 
constant encroachments on their lands by farming White settlers and overland caravans, as well as by 
hundreds of anti-Indian provocations by settlers, U.S. and Mexican governments, outlaws, railroads (like 
the Union Pacific Railroad, used to break Indian-control of large tracts of lands, which were then sold by 
the railroads to unsuspecting White at inflated prices, not knowing the land was already occupied by 
resentful native-Indian warrior tribes) and ōƛǎƻƴ ƘǳƴǘŜǊǎ όŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƘǳƴǘŜǊ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻέ .ƛƭƭ /ƻŘȅ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ пΣллл 
bisons in 8 months to feed Union Pacific Railroad construction workers). 

 

     
Photo 47.  U.S. Civil War poster for ñColoredò Non-Commissioner Officers in South-West Territories;  Photo 48. ñBuffalo Soldiersò Cavalry Hat, West post-U.S. Civil War & Indian Wars, 1865-1890;   

Map 1:  Combat Engagements of U.S. ñBuffalo Soldiersò in 1860s-1900;  Photo 49:  ñBuffalo Soldiersò escorting a stagecoach in the Far West against Indian raid in 1869s;  Photo 50: Indian Chief 
Sitting Bull of Sioux;  Photo 51: Indian Chief Sitting Bull of Sioux with ñBuffalo Billò Cody, 1897;  https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/165870861_civil-war-black-americana-100-colored-men-wanted-poster    

https://www.warhats.com/store/p97/92d-Infantry-Division-MP-Stencil-Buffalo-Soldiers.html#/  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo_Soldier#/media/File:Buffalo_soldiers_map_1860-1900.jpg   https://www.buffalosoldier.net/   
https://indigenouspeoplenet.wordpress.com/2017/01/27/sitting-bull-tatanka-iyotake/   https://digital.denverlibrary.org/digital/collection/p15330coll22/id/45752/ 

https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/165870861_civil-war-black-americana-100-colored-men-wanted-poster
https://www.warhats.com/store/p97/92d-Infantry-Division-MP-Stencil-Buffalo-Soldiers.html#/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo_Soldier#/media/File:Buffalo_soldiers_map_1860-1900.jpg
https://www.buffalosoldier.net/
https://indigenouspeoplenet.wordpress.com/2017/01/27/sitting-bull-tatanka-iyotake/
https://digital.denverlibrary.org/digital/collection/p15330coll22/id/45752/
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Like their White U.S. comrades, the new Black U.S. regiments were engaged in constant fights against 
hostile nomadic Native American-Indian warrior tribes seeking to disarm and force them into U.S.-
administered reservations, while risking always either death in combat or torture to death if captured by the 
Indians.  In 1879-умΣ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƻǳǊ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǊŜōŜƭ !ǇŀŎƘŜ 
/ƘƛŜŦǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛƻΣ bŀƴŀ ŀƴŘ DŜǊƻƴƛƳƻ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛƻΩǎ ²ŀǊΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ Archive records also show that ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
did not mistreat Native American-Indians, nor actively participated in massacres of rebel native American-
Indian tribes, although camped nearby, nor were tasked with their removal from ancestral nomadic lands to 
U.S.-administrated Indian Reservations. Thus, native American-Indians honourably nicknamed them as brave 
ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ όŘǳŀƭ-ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜǊŜŘ ōƛǎƻƴǎκέōǳŦŦŀƭƻǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ .ƭŀŎƪǎΩ ŎǳǊƭȅ ƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǊƪ ǎƪƛƴ 
matching those of bisons), while the Western Press was impressed by the report that a U.S. Army Paymaster 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƳōǳǎƘŜŘ ōȅ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ мууф ŀƴŘ ǎŀǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ƘŀŘ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ .ƭŀŎƪ 
rescuers: "I never witnessed better courage or better fighting than shown by these colored soldiers."9 

¸Ŝǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ combat record, they and also all African-American 
civilians, continued to face racial prejudice within the U.S. Army:  as ƴŜǿ άŎƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ 
the Indians ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ were always equipped with inferior matériel and poor food compared to 
their White military comrades, and ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǊƻǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άCŀǊ ²ŜǎǘέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
routinely faced cholera outbreaks, killing heat and freezing cold, while guarding railroads and telegraph 
lines, stagecoaches, mail, arms shipments, towns and homesteads, or stopping cattle-rustlers and 
bootleggers. ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ were also engaged in difficult law-enforcement actions in the Far West, 
like helping capture the elusive infamous bandit Billy the Kid, or rapidly transferring by rail the U.S. 9th 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ ǘƻ ²ȅƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ ¦Φ{Φ сth Cavalry Regiment 
(paralyzed by local political pressures from the dominant large landowning ranchers who were battling 
with hired killers their local White small farmers rivals) and quell the bloody 1892 Johnson County Land 
War. The U.S. 9th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ά/ŀƳǇ .ŜǘǘŜƴǎέ ƛƴ {ǳƎƎǎΣ ²ȅƻƳƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
year-time after several shoot-outs reestablished peace against the hostile local White population. 
Likewise, throughout the West often White towns or saloons reacted to arriving U.S. Black units with 
hateful scorn, violence and even shoot-outs, as well as also occasional sniper attacks killing isolated Black 
troopers, but no culprits were ever punished for their crimes. Severe racial clashes against ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŎȅŎƭƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ƛƴ муфф ƛƴ wƛƻ DǊŀƴŘŜ /ƛǘȅΣ ƛƴ мфлс ƛƴ .ǊƻǿƴǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
1917 in Houston against the U.S. 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ, but this last incident sparked the 
Houston Riot/Camp Logan Mutiny by 156 Black soldiers who marched to Houston and killed a dozen local 
hostile Whites (the U.S. Military swiftly reacted by arresting and court-marshalling 118 Black rioters with 
110 convictions, 19 executions and 63 life-sentences). Yet, renewed racial riots erupted during the 1898 
Spanish-American War in several Florida cities, especially Tampa (embarkation port for the U.S. expedition 
force) and nearby Lakeland (where most Black units were camped in isolation).10 

In spite of racism, natural and equipment deprivations, all these U.S. Black units had high morale 
and the lowest desertion rates in the U.S. Army in the 1870s-91 (especially the U.S. 10th ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
Cavalry Regiment), with few White Commanding officers publicly proud to lead them into combat, like the 
U.S. 10th /ŀǾŀƭǊȅΩǎ General Grierson (whose support for his Black troops and sympathy towards enemy 
Native American-Indian tribes made him unpopular with most White officers and U.S. Army Chief of Staff 
Major-General Philip H. Sheridan) and later General John Pershing in 1890-92 (at first derisively nicknamed 
έbƛƎƎŜǊ WŀŎƪέΣ ǘƘŜƴ ά.ƭŀŎƪ WŀŎƪέ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǎǘƛƭŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ ǎǳōƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎύΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ-U.S. Civil 
War dramatic cuts in size of the U.S. Army (from over half a million enlisted men in 1865 to just 25,000 
men after 1875) most White officers refused any Command assignment to Black units, which was generally 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀƪƛƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ άƪƛǎǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘέ! Most emblematic of this mentality was the popular and 
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controversial U.S. Civil War hero Lieutenant-Colonel George A. Custer (in July 1863 he became the 
youngest U.S. acting-Brigadier-General and later with 2,700 U.S. Cavalrymen he defeated the twice-
stronger legendary Confederate Cavalry General J.E.B. Stuart by stopping his right-wing flanking assaults 
ƻŦ сΣллл /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅƳŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ DŜǘǘȅǎōǳǊƎΩǎ 9ŀǎǘ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ CƛŜƭŘΤ ǘƘŜƴ /ǳǎǘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ 
under General-in-Chief U.S. Grant in his 1864 Overland Campaign to Richmond; and finally attended the 
historical surrender to Grant at Appomattox of Confederate General-in-Chief Robert E. Lee in April 1865), 
during the post-Civil War rejected command of the U.S. 9th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƴ 
led a new U.S. 7th Cavalry Regiment to fame and controversy, like the November 1868 Battle of Washita 
wƛǾŜǊ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ /ƘŜȅŜƴƴŜǎΩ /ƘƛŜŦ .ƭŀŎƪ YŜǘǘƭŜ όŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ¦Φ{Φ-controlled Indian Reservations), 
followed by ultimate defeat and death at the 1876 Little Big Horn Battle with 580 U.S. troopers split in 4 
sub-units against 2/3,000-ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊǎ ƻŦ {ƛƻǳȄ /ƘƛŜŦ {ƛǘǘƛƴƎ .ǳƭƭΩǎ Ǿŀǎǘ LƴŘƛŀƴ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Sioux/Lakotas, Cheyennes and Arapahos.11 

During the Indian Wars (1866-1896), ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻǎ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ U.S. 10th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Cavalry Regiment was extended to all original U.S. Black regiments who were rotated at Fort Huachuca in 
!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ όάIƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩέύΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜǊƻƛŎ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǊƻƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
security earned them a growing sense of equality with White comrades compared to a still racially divided 
rest of the military (the U.S. Navy had only a few menial job openings, while the U.S. Marines did not admit 
any Black servicemen until World War II) and the country until the 1950s-60s Civil Rights integration 
movement. The U.S. 10th /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ мусс-67 at Fort 
Leavenworth in Kansas (second oldest operational U.S. Army base since 1827 as the "Post that opened 
the West" it was the forward transit destination for thousands of soldiers, surveyors, settlers 
and preachers migrating through both the Santa Fé and Oregon-California Trails), where several troopers 
died of cholera, then were rotated throughout several U.S. Western Forts in Fort Arbuckle in Indian 
Territory/Oklahoma in 1867-68 to protect the Union Pacific Railway from attacks by native-Indian Kiowas 
and Comanches, and also rebuild both Fort Arbuckle and Fort Sill in 1867-68 (originally known as U.S. Army 
Camp at Medicine Bluff Creek, then as Camp Comanche, later as Camp Wichita and from July 1860 to 
today as Fort Sill), then to Fort Clark in North Dakota and finally since May 1873 stationed at Fort Concho 
in Texas where it was officially headquartered by 1875. Later, the U.S. 10th /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
Regiment was posted to Fort Union in New Mexico ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ όǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ ŀƴŘ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀύ 
which controlled the vital Santa Fé Trail and from where in 1886 the U.S. 10th ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ƘǳƴǘŜŘ 
down the formidable Apaches Chief Geronimo and his band through the Southern border into the rugged 
Sierra el Pinito Mountains of Sonora in Mexico, and finally also in Arizona against the last Apache hold-out 
of Chief Mangas and his Indians band.12 
 

     
Photo 40: U.S. Major-General Benjamin H. Grierson (U.S. Civil War & U.S. 10th ñColoredò Cavalry Regiment in Indian Wars);  Photo 41: U.S. Lieutenant-General George A. Custer (U.S. Civil War & U.S. 7th Cavalry Regiment 

in Indian Wars);  Photo 42:  ñLast Standò U.S. 7th Cavalry Regiment & General George Custerôs Cemetery at Little Big Horn, Montana;   Photo 43: U.S. Captain John ñBack Jackò Pershing in 1895-1902 (U.S. 10th ñColoredò 
Cavalry Regiment in Indian Wars);  Photo 57:  ñBuffalo Soldiersò Musical Band at Fort Union, New Mexico;     https://pth.thehardyparty.com/cmdrs/col_grierson.htm  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Armstrong_Custer;  https://wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Image/IM86707   https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/communicate/press-media/wwi-centennial-news/938-centennial-of-the-villa-
raid-advance.html  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_J._Pershing   Photo 57:  https://www.nps.gov/foun/learn/historyculture/buffalo-soldiers.htm 

https://pth.thehardyparty.com/cmdrs/col_grierson.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Armstrong_Custer
https://wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Image/IM86707
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/communicate/press-media/wwi-centennial-news/938-centennial-of-the-villa-raid-advance.html
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/communicate/press-media/wwi-centennial-news/938-centennial-of-the-villa-raid-advance.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_J._Pershing
https://www.nps.gov/foun/learn/historyculture/buffalo-soldiers.htm
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Likewise, the U.S. 9th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ƛƴ мутс ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ǘƻ bŜǿ 
Mexico Territory and parceled out to various forts. During 1873-85, the U.S. 9th Cavalry was often rotated 
to Fort Concho in Texas, while being officially headquartered at Fort Union in Watrous, New Mexico in 
1875-81 (its musical band was often rotated among New Mexico forts and the Capital Santa Fé, where it 
played for the 1880 visit by U.S. President Rutherford B. Hayes), while also acting as law-enforcement to 
halt local Western anarchy by both Native-Indian warriors and long-running clashes between armed White 
settlers (Colfax County Wars and Lincoln County Wars):  

a) The U.S. 9th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŀǘ CƻǊǘ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ р aŜŘŀƭǎ ƻŦ IƻƴƻǊ 
in 1877-81 for its hard-fightsΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƻǳǘƴǳƳōŜǊŜŘΣ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ /ƘƛŜŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛƻΩǎ !ǇŀŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴƻǳǎ 
southwest Arizona canyons (who had rebelled against humiliating life in Indian Reservations). 

b) ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ U.S. 9th Cavalry Regiment ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅΩǎ муфл-91 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛƻǳȄ άDƘƻǎǘ 5ŀƴŎŜέ iƴ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜ wƛŘƎŜ ²ŀǊ ƻǊ έDƘƻǎǘǎ 5ŀƴŎŜ ²ŀǊέκ²ƻǳƴŘŜŘ 
Knee Campaign, as the last major fight of the Indian Wars against Chief Big Foot's Sioux warriors: 
the reconstituted U.S. 7th Cavalry (after its massacre with General Custer at the 1876 Battle of Little 
Big Horn) and U.S. 9th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀlry Regiment jointly fought Sioux Native-Indians, and then at 
the Battle of Clay Creek Mission the battle-weary U.S. 7th Cavalry saw itself again fatefully 
surrounded by 1,800 Oglala Sioux/Lakota led by both Chiefs Little Wound and Two Strike until 
saved by the U.S. 9th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ όǘƘŜ фth U.S. 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŀ aŜŘŀƭ ƻŦ IƻƴƻǊύΦ 

c) Also the two U.S. 5th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
repairing military posts, Forts, roads and telegraph lines; escorting, guarding and scouting against 
local Native-Indians. In 1880 it was sent to the Dakotas and stationed at Fort Missoula, Montana, 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛƻǳȄΩǎ άƭŀǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘέ ƛƴ the 1890-фм άDƘƻǎǘ 5ŀƴŎŜ ²ŀǊέκ 
Wounded Knee Campaign, and later quashed in Missoula the 1894 Northern Pacific Railroad strike.  

d) !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άDƘƻǎǘ 5ŀƴŎŜ ²ŀǊέκ²ƻǳƴŘŜŘ YƴŜŜ aŀǎǎŀŎǊŜΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ фth ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ 
was kept at that post to guard the Sioux Pine Ridge Reservation during Winter 1890-91, while other 
U.S. units remained scattered in isolated Frontier forts to guard against any further Indian rebellions, 
as commemorated in the poem of U.S. 9th /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊέ Private W.H. Prather: 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ  ¢ƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛȊȊŀǊŘΩǎ ǿƛƴǘǊȅ ōƭŀǎǘΦ 
The Ninth, the willing Ninth,  Is camped here till the last. 
We were the first to come,  Will be the last to leave. 
Why are we compelled to stay,  Why this reward receive? 
In warm barracks,  Our recent comrades take their ease, 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ǇƻƻǊ ŘŜǾƛƭǎΣ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƛƻǳȄΣ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ŦǊŜŜȊŜΦέ 

U.S. Cavalry Private W.H. Prather, 189113 
 

e) The U.S. 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мутр ¦Φ{Φ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Yƛƻǿŀǎ ŀƴŘ 
Comanches in Texas earning 3 Medals of Honor (Pecos River Engagement), then it transferred to Fort 
Huachuca in Arizona in 1892-99 and replaced by the U.S. 9th Black Cavalry Regiment in 1898-1900. 

f) The U.S. 9th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ мфмн ǘƻ CƻǊǘ Iǳŀchuca, and was replaced 
at posts since 1913 by the U.S. 10th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ му ȅŜŀǊǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфну-31. 

g) Both the U.S. 9th and 10th ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ Cavalry Regiments fought in the last combat of the Indian 
Wars, the 1918 Bear Valley Battle in south Arizona against the Yaqui Tribe. The U.S. 10th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Cavalry Regiment was then replaced by the returning U.S. 25th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ мп 
years until disbanded in 1942. 
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h) Lastly, from 1907 to 1947 the U.S. Military Academy of West Point in New York State changed its 
/ŀǾŀƭǊȅ 5ŜǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ /ƻƭƻǊŜŘ ǳƴƛǘ ƳŀƴƴŜŘ ōȅ млл ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ bƻƴ-Commissioned Officers 
(NCOs), considered as the best riding and cavalry tactics Instructors for the West Point Cadets.14 
The mobile U.S. 9th and 10th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Cavalry Regiments held one of the highest combat record with 

150 engagements against Native American-Indian warrior tribes along the Western frontier, earning as 
highest military award 17 Medals of Honor for valor. In total during the 1866-1891 Indian Wars, ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ōǊŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ earned a total of 23 Medals of Honor (6 Officers and 17 Troopers in 141 
combat engagements against Native-Indian tribes (4%) compared to a total of 2,704 engagements reflecting 
the fact that this represented 4% of all Medals of Honor awarded during the Indian Wars (total of 416 
ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘύ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǿŜǊŜ мл҈-12% of the U.S. Infantry forces and 20% 
of Cavalry. However, the U.S. Army was proven wrong in its original controversial decision to train over many 
decades their new Black cavalry forces only at remote Western posts, like tiny segregated Fort Huachuca, so 
far away from both the enlisted U.S. Military and especially from the bulk of White society that its armed 
presence would not generate any serious local racial friction among the small local White population (800 
inhabitants) and among their own military. Instead, even there, deadly racial brawls pitted against each 
other both Black and White soldiers and civilians. Racial tensions also flared on-base, where Black and White 
soldiers lived fully separate segregated lives within their own segregated barracks, mess-halls, hospitals and 
clubs for officers, NCOs and enlisted men, while veterans of the U.S. 93rd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Lƴfantry Regiment were 
able to bring along to Fort Huachuca their own 900 dependents (wives, children and few relatives).15 
 

      
Photo 52: ñBuffalo Soldierò Memorial of Corporal John Ross, U.S. 9th Cavalry at Fort Bliss-El Paso, Texas, fighting in the Guadalupe Mountains during the Indian Wars;    Photo 53:  ñBuffalo Soldierò 
Memorial of Medal of Honor Corporal Clinton Greaves, U.S. 9th Cavalry at Fort Bayard, New Mexico;   Photo 54:  ñBuffalo Soldierò Memorial at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas;   Photo 55:  ñBuffalo 
Soldierò Memorial at Fort Huachuca, Arizona;   Photo 56:  ñBuffalo Soldiersò Reenactors at Fort Union, New Mexico;   Photos 52-53 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo_Soldier#;  Photo 54  

https://www.nps.gov/foun/learn/historyculture/buffalo-soldiers.htm; Photo 55 https://www.facebook.com/u.s.armyforthuachuca/photos/the-buffalo-soldier-statue-maintains-watch-on-old-post-as-rain-clouds-shroud-

the/10153912537945819/?paipv=0&eav=AfbO-MEBARRN0WG2cBbshnJhPRo8OvLk01o9IojKuUOc7VF01gs47KPQtAfVZ58vkg0&_rdr;    Photo 56  https://www.nps.gov/foun/learn/historyculture/buffalo-soldiers.htm;   

 
ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ƛƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ-American War (1898), Philippines Insurgency (1898-1906) & U.S. Expedition to Mexico (1916-18) 
 The late-1890s closing of the Western Frontier and global American trade expansion led to future 
plans of U.S. military expansion overseas to finally rival the key European Global Powers, which were further 
fueled by news of the twin 1895 Cuban and Filipino revolts against the collapsing rump-Spanish Empire in 
the Caribbeans (CubŀΣ tǳŜǊǘƻ wƛŎƻύ ŀƴŘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ όIŀǿŀƛΩƛΣ DǳŀƳ ŀƴŘ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎύΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ 
and covertly lent military aid to the Cuban revolutionaries, international war seemed just a matter of time, 
until the 1898 accidental explosion in Havana Harbour of the new U.S. battleship USS Maine with 252 deaths 
(due to self-combustion of defective powder kegs) was loudly blamed on Spain by the American public and 
ǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ ά¸Ŝƭƭƻǿέ aŜŘƛŀΦ .ǳǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ-collapsing Great Power, the Spanish Imperial Army 
still had 400,000 men, of which half (196,000 Spanish troops and 40,000 Spanish-Cuban militia) deployed in 
Cuba and Puerto Rico, although spread too thinly to defend every city from local Cuban rebels, while poor 
roads and ambushes by Cuban rebels against the Spanish Army made it impossible to regroup their forces 
against the invading Americans. Additionally, local virulent diseases immobilized half of the Spanish 
garrisons in Cuba, while another Spanish force was far away defending the vast Philippines archipelago from 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo_Soldier
https://www.nps.gov/foun/learn/historyculture/buffalo-soldiers.htm
https://www.facebook.com/u.s.armyforthuachuca/photos/the-buffalo-soldier-statue-maintains-watch-on-old-post-as-rain-clouds-shroud-the/10153912537945819/?paipv=0&eav=AfbO-MEBARRN0WG2cBbshnJhPRo8OvLk01o9IojKuUOc7VF01gs47KPQtAfVZ58vkg0&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/u.s.armyforthuachuca/photos/the-buffalo-soldier-statue-maintains-watch-on-old-post-as-rain-clouds-shroud-the/10153912537945819/?paipv=0&eav=AfbO-MEBARRN0WG2cBbshnJhPRo8OvLk01o9IojKuUOc7VF01gs47KPQtAfVZ58vkg0&_rdr
https://www.nps.gov/foun/learn/historyculture/buffalo-soldiers.htm
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CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ wŜōŜƭ [ŜŀŘŜǊ 9Ƴƛƭƛƻ !ƎǳƛƴŀƭŘƻΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘǎ. Instead the U.S. Army in 1898 still mustered only 
нуΣллл ƳŜƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƻǊƻǳǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ п ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ 
deployed in the West (9th Cavalry in Nebraska, 10th Cavalry and 25th Infantry in Montana, and 24th Infantry 
ƛƴ ¦ǘŀƘύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ōƻƭǎǘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ нллΣллл ǳƴǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƭƻǳǊǎέ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎŀƭǾŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ άwŜ-Unificationέ. During the 1898 Spanish-Cuban-American War, over 
5,000 Black soldiers enlisted in 5 new African-American U.S. Volunteer Infantry (USVI) regiments in Alabama, 
Illinois, Kansas, North Carolina, Ohio and Virginia (some units with all Black officers), all nicknamed "Immune 
ReƎƛƳŜƴǘǎϦΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ .ƭŀŎƪǎ ōȅ ǊŀŎŜ ƘŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜέ ǘƻ ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎ 
tropical diseases (Malaria and Yellow Fever), but these new Black formations remained highly undisciplined. 
However, the ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ όU.S. 24th and 25th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Regiments, and the famous 
U.S. 9th and 10th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Cavalry Regiments) were the only U.S. African-Americans forces (both as 
dismounted Cavalry and Infantry) that actually fought in Cuba during the 1898 Spanish-Cuban-American War 
and its post-war military occupation (1898-1903) when the lack of U.S. forces led to the swift transfer from 
ǘƘŜ άCŀǊ ²Ŝǎǘέ ǘƻ ¢ŀƳǇŀΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ п ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ 
quartered in Lakeland, Florida, an hour away from the bulk of the White U.S. Expeditionary Force in Tampa, 
but they were regularly vilified by hostile local White Southerners and also other White U.S. soldiers, until a 
large group of men from the 24th and 25th Black Infantry Regiments clashed with drunken men of a White 
hƘƛƻ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ōƻǘƘ ǎǳōŘǳŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ²ƘƛǘŜ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΦ [ŀǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ п ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǳƎƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǳƴǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƴŜǿ .ƭŀŎƪ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘǎ and then all 4 Black 
U.S. formations were immediately ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ /ǳōŀ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŀǾŜ 
alongside the bulk of the U.S. White force, but without any horses due to lack of space. This same fate of 
fighting dismounted befell also to ¦Φ{Φ bŀǾȅΩǎ ŜȄ-Undersecretary and /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ ¢ƘŜƻŘƻǊŜ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ popular 
and unruly 1st U.S. Volunteers άwƻǳƎƘ wƛŘŜǊǎέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ Cuba was paired with the 10th U.S. 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Cavalry (ƭŜŘ ōȅ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ WƻƘƴ ά.ƭŀŎƪ WŀŎƪέ tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎύ and 24th U.S. ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Regiments.16 

After the U.S. invasion landings in rebel-infested southern Cuba, tƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ 
valorously at El Caney, and then at Las Guasimas on 22 June 1898 where /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ ά¢ŜŘŘȅέ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ 
άwƻǳƎƘ wƛŘŜǊǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƛƴƴŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ faced extermination until the U.S. 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Infantry Regiment breached entrenched Spanish defenses, while the U.S. 10th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ά.ƭŀŎƪ WŀŎƪέ tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ Ŧƭŀƴƪ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜŘ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ άwƻǳƎƘ wƛŘŜǊǎέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
dash on and defeat the Spanish forces. Then on 1 July, despite lacking U.S. artillery against entrenched 
Spanish forces protecting the main port of Santiago from San Juan and Kettel Hills, the U.S. 10th U.S. 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ ŀƴŘ 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry RŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ άwƻǳƎƘ wƛŘŜǊǎέ attacked 
frontally and defeated the Spanish, plus repulsing a counter-attack.  In all subsequent battles, despite 
ƘŜŀǾȅ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ п ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŘŜ ōȅ ŘŜŦŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŜƴǘǊŜƴŎƘŜŘ {Ǉŀnish 
forces that had earlier savaged White U.S. troops. Thereafter, all ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ǎƛŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ {ŀƴǘƛŀƎƻ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΦ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ά.ƭŀŎƪ WŀŎƪέ tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ млth U.S. 
/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ нл% casualties and 50% officers killed, being awarded 5 Medals of 
Honor, while the U.S. 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry also suffered heavy losses, but overall the victorious U.S. 
Army in Cuba lost only 400 men killed in combat compared to 5,000 more killed by diseases, while the 
better-trained U.S. Marines lost none to diseases.  In Cuba, Colonel ά¢ŜŘŘȅέ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ ŀƴŘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ά.ƭŀŎƪ 
WŀŎƪέ tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜw American national heroes:  Captain ά.ƭŀŎƪ WŀŎƪέ tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ 
extolled to the U.S. Media how the new U.S. Expeditionary Force in Cuba had brought together in heroic 
ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŀǎ ŀ άǊŜ-ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘέ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƘƛǘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄ-Union 
North/Mid-West and ex-Confederate South, together with άwƻǳƎƘ wƛŘŜǊǎέ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀŎƪ 
ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέΦ  [ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ ά¢ŜŘŘȅέ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŎƻƳǊŀŘŜǎΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŀǘΥ άƘŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŀǎƪ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜΣ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƳŜƴ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƛƎƘǘΦέ17 
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Photo 58: ñBuffalo Soldiersò Cavalry ñMontana Peakò Hat, 1898 Spanish-American War;  Photo 59: Map 4 U.S. Invasion of Spanish Cuba in 1899;  Photo 59:  U.S. 9th  ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò Cavalry 
Regiment in Spanish-American War, 1898;   Photo 61:  Library of Congressô Kurz & Allison Print of U.S. 10th ñBuffalo Soldiersò Cavalry rescuing the ñRough Ridersò at Las Guasimas in Cuba, 24 June 
1898;  Photo 59: Colonel Teddy Roosevelt (center under flag and with suspenders) & ñRough Ridersò in Cuba;  Photo 59:  U.S. 9th  ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò Cavalry Regiment in Spanish-American War, 
1898;   Photo 62:  Sergeant George Berry of U.S. 10th ñColoredò Cavalry who planted the flag at San Juan Hill, Cuba, 1 July 1898; https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/chyopunitiveexpedition.htm;   https://peacehistory-usfp.org/1898-1899/   
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/chyopunitiveexpedition.htm; https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/164071022_african-american-history-buffalo-soldiers-photo-print https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/164071024_african-american-history-buffalo-soldiers-photo-print          
https://net.lib.byu.edu/~rdh7/wwi/comment/huachuca/HI1-01.htm  https://www.thenmusa.org/articles/buffalo-soldiers/ https://peacehistory-usfp.org/1898-1899/  https://www.buffalosoldier.net/   https://www.thenmusa.org/articles/buffalo-soldiers/   https://www.buffalosoldier.net/   

 

Among other U.S. invasion forces, the 6th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment had a 
company of African-American soldiers that fought in the conqǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ tǳŜǊǘƻ wƛŎƻΣ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ άfollow-ǳǇέ 
U.S. forces were unable to reach in time Cuba and Puerto Rico during hostilities. A victorious America 
ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀƴƴŜȄŜŘ IŀǿŀƛΩƛ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƪŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƎŜƻ-strategic Pacific Ocean bases, alongside the 
annexation from Spain of Puerto Rico, Guam and the Philippines, while turning occupied Cuba into a 
protectorate (the 1898 Platt Amendment prevented any annexation). Among these άfollow-ǳǇέ ¦Φ{Φ 
forces in Cuba were the understrength 9th hƘƛƻ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wegiment, the first American 
unit commanded by a West Point Black officer, Captain Charles Young (the third West Point U.S. Academy 
.ƭŀŎƪ !ǊƳȅ /ŀŘŜǘΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ά[ƻǊŘ ƻŦ /ƻŀƭǎέΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ 
in the West in both the U.S. 9th and 10th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎύΦ [ŀǘŜǊΣ jeered back home by a racist 

²ƘƛǘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ п ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƻƴ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ōȅ {ǇǊƛƴƎ муфф ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Philippines together with two other Black Volunteer Regiments in a 70,000-men new U.S. Expeditionary 
Force to quell widespread local Filipino independentist guerrilla revolt, followed also by Black Major 
Charles Young leading as άǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘέ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ the U.S. 9th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ мфлн-08. 

During the 1898 Spanish-American War, also the new and modern U.S. Navy under Admiral 
George Dewey rapidly sunk at the Battle of Manila Bay the entire obsolete Spanish Pacific fleet, then 
conquer Manila and soon after the vast Spanish Philippines archipelago forcing the surrender of the 
local 50,000 Spanish garrison (for which he was promoted as the only U.S. Admiral-of-the-Navy). After 
much hesitations, U.S. President William McKinley decided not to sell this new Philippines overseas 
conquest to U.S.-friendly Japan, and instead to annex this geo-strategic archipelago shadowing southern 
China, as first key steps to create a colonial American Empire for the emerging new U.S. Great Power 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ǘƻ IŀǿŀƛΩƛ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΦ .ǳǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴƛǎƳ sparked the 
1899-1904 massive bloody anti-American independentist Philippines-American War (1898-1903) led by 
9Ƴƛƭƛƻ !ƎǳƛƴŀƭŘƻΩǎ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘǎ, which was slowly repressed by the U.S. Army and Marines. By 
Spring 1899 also aƭƭ п ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ wŜƎƛƳents were soon shipped overseas to the Philippines 
without refitting of their left-over equipment and supplies from the Cuban Expedition, alongside two 
new Black Volunteer Regiments in a 70,000-men U.S. Expeditionary Force to quell the widening local 
Filipino independentist guerrilla revolt: since 1900 the U.S. 10th ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ Cavalry (led by 
General ά.ƭŀŎƪ WŀŎƪέ Pershing), plus U.S. 24th and 25th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Regiments, followed in 1901-
1902 by the U.S. 9th ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Cavalry Regiment (led by African-American Captain 
Charles Young) fought in many key early battles on Luzon Island.18 
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Photos 60-61:  U.S. 8th  ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò Infantry Regiment in 1898 Spanish-American War in Cuba;  Photo 62:  Maps 5 U.S. Invasion of Spanish Cuba in 1899;   Photo 63:  Map 6 Colonial 

Asia;  Photo 63:  Painting in the Vermont State House of U.S. Admiral George Dewey (top right) on the USS Olympia at the 1899 Battle of Manila Bay;  Photo 64:  U.S. Admiral-of-Navy George Dewey;  
https://net.lib.byu.edu/~rdh7/wwi/comment/huachuca/HI1-01.htm   https://www.thenmusa.org/articles/buffalo-soldiers/   https://peacehistory-usfp.org/1898-1899/  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Dewey    https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/chyophilippine-american-war.htm?utm_source=article&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=experience_more&utm_content=large       

 

But the brutal horrors of a long Filipino guerrilla warfare with its inability to clearly distinguish 
between Filipino guerrillas (often masked as civilians) and their civilian supporters, led to an unprecedented 
massive death toll (4,200 U.S. soldiers and 50,000 Filipino insurgents killed in combat, plus 200,000 Filipino 
civilians dead due to violence, diseases and famine). At a time of widening literacy in America and 
controversial anti-government journalist inquiries όά¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎƳέύΣ ǘƘŜ ōǊǳǘŀƭ ƘƻǊǊƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ U.S. 
counter-insurgency against the equally bloody Filipino guerrillas lead to generalized revulsion at home and 
popular ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ά¢ŜŘŘȅέ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ an American Empire able to compete as an 
equal in the international Balance of Power System (1500s-мфплǎύ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ /ƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊǎΦ In 
ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ōǊǳǘŀƭ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ-insurgency repression, ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
treatment of enemy insurgents and prisoners of war as considerate and avoided mass atrocities. Also in the 
Philippines, among U.S. forces there was strong opposition to such bloody counter-guerrilla warfare among 
many African-Americans, who felt bonds of kinship with local Filipinos as equally opprŜǎǎŜŘ άǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ 
ŎƻƭƻǳǊέ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ƛƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ŀǎ άbƛƎƎŜǊǎέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅΣ while many Black soldiers 
developed close and also sexual rapports with "brown-skinned natives on the islands" (harshly criticized by 
the White Military). Yet, despiǘŜ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ ǊŜōŜƭǎΩ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ¦Φ{Φ .ƭŀŎƪ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
join the Filipinos against their common White enemy, all Black Americans fought valiantly in battle and while 
an unusually large number of Black soldiers deserted in the Philippines, only a few joined the enemy Filipino 
rebels (including the infamous traitor David Fagen who deserted in 1899 the U.S. 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry 
Regiment to become Captain in the Filipino Insurgent Army until hostilities ended in amnesties and he was 
declared dead after his severed decomposing head was provided to secure his lucrative bounty). 

BŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǇŜŀŎŜǘƛƳŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ .ƭŀŎƪ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
prestigious garrison duty at the Presidio in San Francisco for both him and his Colored troopers, and later  
sŜǾŜǊŀƭ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ U.S. 9th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ ŀƴŘ нпth ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
redeployed as civilian park rangers in the new Yosemite and Sequoia National Parks (prior to the creation of a 
National Park Service, with Major Young appointed as first Black Military Superintendent at Sequoia National 
Park. At the same time, the recent joint combat experience in Cuba and Philippines between White and Black 
U.S. military units, led Major Young to publish in 1912 his book, The Military Morale of Nations and Races, using 
his wartime experiences in Cuba and Philippines to courageously advocate desegregating the entire U.S. 
Military to integrate the growing vast multi-ethnic White immigrant populations and Blacks to fulfill common 
democratic promise of equal rights and pursue U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt's globalist "New 
Nationalism" (as Vice-President he had succeeded assassinated President McKinley and now advocated a 
Realist policy supporting an American Empire as a new Great Power and the international Balance of Power). 
However, as time passed no real racial integration reform took place in the U.S. Army to incorporate both 
ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ .ƭŀŎƪ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ά¢ŜŘŘȅέ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
paralyzed by mounting national and institutional anti-Black racism (in 1906 the U.S. War Department arbitrarily 
ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ άǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘƻƴƻǊέ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ ƻŦ мтс ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ с aŜŘŀƭ ƻŦ IƻƴƻǊ ŀǿŀǊdees of the 
U.S. 25th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴt based at Fort Brown near Brownsville in Texas, racists ōƭŀƳŜŘ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎǎΤ ƻƴƭȅ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ 
Department to let many dischaǊƎŜŘ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜύΦ19 
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 Photos 63-64: Captain Charles Young (5th from bottom left) & U.S. 9th ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò Cavalry Regiment in Philippines Insurgency, 1899-1906;   Photo 65: Filipino Rebel Leader Emilio 

Aguinaldo;  Photo 65: U.S. Repression of Philippines Insurgency & 1906 Jolo Volcanic Island Massacre;    Photo 64:  ñBuffalo Soldiersò in 1900s training as mounted bikers; 
https://net.lib.byu.edu/~rdh7/wwi/comment/huachuca/HI1-01.htm   https://www.thenmusa.org/articles/buffalo-soldiers/   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Dewey    https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/chyophilippine-american-

war.htm?utm_source=article&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=experience_more&utm_content=large   https://peacehistory-usfp.org/1898-1899/    African-American Veterans Monument  

 

Much later in 1910 a new Mexican Revolution against local dictatorial President Porfirio Díaz sparked a 
new long-term guerrilla warfare just across the U.S.ςMexico border between rival political/military factions 
fighting for power until the ousting of Díaz and assassination of his successor Francisco Madero in 1915. 
¢ƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊΣ ¦Φ{Φ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ²ƻƻŘǊƻǿ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ±Ŝƴǳǎǘƛŀƴƻ /ŀǊǊŀƴȊŀΩǎ ŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ 
ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǊǳƭŜǊ ƻŦ aŜȄƛŎƻΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜōǳŦŦƛƴƎ ƎǳŜǊǊƛƭƭŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ άtŀƴŎƘƻέ ±ƛƭƭŀ ǿƘƻ ǊŜǘŀƭƛŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǊŀƛŘƛƴƎ 
the U.S border town of Columbus in New Mexico. By 1916-17, GŜƴŜǊŀƭ ά.ƭŀŎƪ WŀŎƪέ tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎ ƭŜŘ ŀ сΣллл-men 
U.S. mobile strike-ŦƻǊŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ άtǳƴƛǘƛǾŜέ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ άtŀƴŎƘƻέ 
±ƛƭƭŀΩǎ плл guerrillas who had sought to overthrow the Mexican governmentΦ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎΩǎ ƻƭŘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ 
of the U.S. 10th and 9th ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ Cavalry Regiments were also integrated in the άtǳƴƛǘƛǾŜέ Expedition 
under Second-in-Command Major Young who led the U.S. 10th ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŎŀǾŀlry charge supported by 
the U.S. 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴǘƭȅ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ guerrillans at Agua Caliente in April 1916 with no 
losses. Later the U.S. 10th ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳōŀǘǘƭŜŘ U.S. 13th Cavalry Regiment from an ambush 
by 600 guerrillans and Major Young was promoted in 1916 as first Black U.S. Army Lieutenant-Colonel (by 1917 
became first Black Colonel in Command of Fort Huachaca in Arizona), while constant skirmishes and the capture 
at Carrizal ōȅ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀƭƭ-out war between Mexico and the 
U.S. in Summer 1916. As U.S.-aŜȄƛŎŀƴ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ 
tensions, President Wilson withdrew U.S. forces from Mexico in early-1917 to focus instead on the more 
ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴƛƴƎ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΦ bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ¦Φ{Φ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ 
fighting in the Mexican Revolution throughout World War I following !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƘȅǎǘŜǊƛŀ ƻǾŜǊ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ мфмс 
attempted alliance with Mexico aƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ!Φ όά½ƛƳƳŜǊƳŀƴn ¢ŜƭŜƎǊŀƳέύ: on 27 August 1918 the U.S. 35th 
Infantry Regiment and 10th ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ Cavalry Regiment fought at ǘƘŜ άBattle of Ambos Nogalesέ όǘƘŜ 
twin border towns of Nogales in Arizona, U.S.A. and Nuevo Nogales in Sonora, Mexico) defeating Mexican 
Federales and militias, backed by ŀƴƎǊȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ǳǇǎŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ 
Mexican border-crossers in 1917-му ό!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘȅǎǘŜǊƛŀ ƻǾŜǊ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘ 
reports of German military advisers aiding the Mexican Army at Nogales).  In 1922-оо άBuffalo Soldiersέ 
remained as border protection force at Camp Stephen Little in Nogales until its closure.20 
 

     
Photo 42: Map 6 of U.S. 1916 Expedition in Mexico;  Photos 43-44: U.S. Captain John ñBack Jackò Pershing in 1895-1902 (U.S. 10th ñColoredò Cavalry Regiment in Spanish-American War and as U.S. General in 1908-16 
Mexican Punitive Expedition;  https://omniatlas.com/maps/north-america/19160411/   https://pth.thehardyparty.com/cmdrs/col_grierson.htm  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Armstrong_Custer;   https://wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Image/IM86707   
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/communicate/press-media/wwi-centennial-news/938-centennial-of-the-villa-raid-advance.html  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_J._Pershing  https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/chyopunitiveexpedition.htm 
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World War I (1914-18): U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ϧ фнnd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ CǊƻƴǘ 
In early-1900s Europe saw the Great Powers split between two hostile alliances vying for hegemony 

όDŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ мутлǎ ǾǎΦ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ Entente/Allies as challengers since 
the mid-1890s), and after a decade of war-crises World War I erupted in 1914 as the first global war in a 
century of quasi-ǇŜŀŎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴΩǎ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ŦŜƭƭ ƛƴ мумрΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L the German-led Central 
Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Ottoman-Turkey, Bulgaria) seemed poised to win in 1914-17. As a 
Moralist-nationalist, U.S. President Woodrow Wilson let Europe fight in World War I, while declaring an 
ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ άƴŜǳǘǊŀƭέ ¦Φ{Φ ŀǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŀƭƭȅ άǇǳǊŜέΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ 
loans, arms and U.S. volunteers fighting in France in 1914-17, but rejected any American entry into World 
²ŀǊ L ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ tƻǿŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ  .ǳǘ, once in Spring 1917 
America joined the Allies against the German-led Central Powers, also African-Americans were now called 
to serve in war. The U.S. military scrambled to form and systematically built a vast military industry-complex 
(out of existing U.S. weapons industries already selling arms to the Allies) and since June 1917 created 32 
new nation-wide training camps/cantonments open by September to train 10 millions troops in a year and 
a half (1917-1918).  In the meantime, U.S. President Woodrow Wilson immediately deployed abroad the 
ƘŜǊƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ άǇǳƴƛǘƛǾŜέ 19мс aŜȄƛŎŀƴ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ WƻƘƴ ά.ŀŎƪ WŀŎƪέ tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
symbolic force of 25,000-to-50,000 U.S. troops as ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƭƭ ά²ƘƛǘŜέ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
Expeditionary Force-A.E.F. sent to France in May 1917 as proof of U.S. future commitments, but only to the 
rear for a year of combat training. Yet, General Pershing firmly rejected deploying piecemeal A.E.F. forces 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ CǊƻƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ CǊŜƴŎƘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇƭǳƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ ƎǊƛŜǾƻǳǎ ōŀǘǘƭŜŦƛŜƭŘ 
losses, seeking instead to finally raise and train the A.E.F. as an entire autonomous U.S. Army Corps by May 
1918 to start fighting alongside the Anglo-French Allies in France.21 
 

 
Map 2:  World War I (1914-18);   Photo 43: U.S.A. Flag in World War I;    Photo 44:  U.S. President Woodrow Wilson;    Photo 45:  U.S. Recruitment Poster;    Photo 46:  U.S. General of Armies ñBlack Jackò Pershing 

 

Naturally, also the African-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǳǊ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜƴǘ ŀōǊoad to fight in France with the new American Expeditionary Forces 
(A.E.F.). However, due to racial discrimination many U.S. politicians and high-ranking military officers (including 
U.S. President Woodrow Wilson and Secretary of War Newton Baker) covertly arranged that none of the 4 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŀǿ ŎƻƳōŀǘ Řǳǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !Φ9ΦCΦ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ 
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deployed in far-ŀǿŀȅ ǇŜŀŎŜǘƛƳŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άCŀǊ ²Ŝǎǘέ ŀƴŘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎΥ  ǘƘŜ U.S. 9th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Cavalry was again dispatched in the Philippines; the U.S. 10th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ ŀƴŘ U.S. 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Infantry were patrolling the unstable U.S.-Mexico border; and the U.S. 25th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ 
stationed in Hawaii.  Also the highest ranking decorated African-American officer U.S. Army Colonel Charlie 
¸ƻǳƴƎ όŀ ƘŜǊƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфмс aŜȄƛŎŀƴ άtǳƴƛǘƛǾŜέ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴύ ǿŀǎ ǊŀŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƪŜǇǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΣ 
because it would have required both upper-level officer training with White officers, plus future combat in 
Europe with either the new U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄ-President 
¢ƘŜƻŘƻǊŜ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀ ¦Φ{Φ ά±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴέ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ƳƻǊŜ .ƭŀŎƪ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ 
these three scenarios would have led to his promotion as the first Black U.S. Brigadier-General also for the first 
time commanding both Black and White officers, which sparked strong political and military opposition, 
especially among White Southern officers, to be outranked by an African-American superior, regardless of his 
distinguished record. Thus, in 1917 Democrat President Woodrow Wilson and Secretary of War Newton Baker 
ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ ¦Φ{Φ ά±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōƭƻŎƪŜŘ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ōȅ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛƭȅ 
removing him from ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƭƛǎǘǎ ŀǎ άƳŜŘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŦƛǘέ ƻǾŜǊ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŜŘ άƛƭƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ 
ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōŀŎƪ άǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎέ όƻƴƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎǇŀǘŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфмф ŀǎ 
Military Attaché to Liberia, where he actually fell deathly ill in 1921 while exploring British Nigeria, and was 
later reburied by 1923 with full U.S. military funeral at Arlington National Cemetery in Washington, D.C.).22 

In 1916 the U.S. Army recruited 650,000 new soldiers, but only 4,000 were Black and they were all 
ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ п ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άCŀǊ ²Ŝǎǘέ ŀƴŘ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΦ However, 
the counter political pressures of the African-American society ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ άǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎέ and the 
demand for more soldiers regardless of race to quickly expand the new U.S. Army soon forced it to conscript 
since October and December 1917 also tens of thousands of eager new African-Americans soldiers to fight in 
the Great War who were initially trained at Fort Huachuca in Arizona, Camp Funston in Kansas and other 
isolated Western camps all away from the national attention:  the U.S. 93rd (later nicknamed ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέύ 
and U.S. 92nd (with ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέύ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ each with 4 regiments  
(yet ōƻǘƘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘŜǾƻƛŘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ п ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻǎ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎύΦ .ƻǘƘ ƴŜǿ ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Infantry Divisions were segregated all-Black units led by mix-officers and NCOs Blacks (80% of which the 
leadership backbone were transferred NCOs fǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŦƻǳǊ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƪŜǇǘ ōŀŎƪ 
West) and White officers (20%, plus staff, supply, artillery, engineers and Quartermaster), as military custom 
at the time in both America since the U.S. Civil War and in European Colonial Empires, given the general White 
ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ƻŦ ŦƛǊƳ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ άǳƴǊǳƭȅέ ƴƻƴ-White indigenous soldiers.  
Nevertheless, being allowed to form new all-Black combat units from all over the country in the U.S. Infantry 
(as well as later service in the U.S. Air-CƻǊŎŜ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ άTuskegeeέ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ-pilots) was a great 
honor for the African-American society because it allowed them to prove to the Nation their own patriotic 
contribution to the common Allied war-efforts against the Imperial German Army.   

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ά.ƭŀŎƪ WŀŎƪέ tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƭǎƻ .ƭŀŎƪ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǘƻ ōƻƭǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ !Φ9ΦCΦΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
25,000-to-50,000 U.S. White troops sent to France in 1917-18, given his earlier command deployments in the 
άCŀǊ ²ŜǎǘέΣ /ǳōŀΣ Philippines and Mexico of the famous U.S. 10th ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΦ  
However, once again U.S. domestic political and military racist opposition forced him to limit any A.E.F. Black 
formations in France in 1917-18 to just the first two new ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ όU.S. 92nd and 93rd 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎύΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ с ƻǘƘŜǊ ¦Φ{Φ ά.ƭŀŎƪέ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ 
in British transports to be integrated in the British Expeditionary Force (B.E.F.) in the North France/Belgium 
sections of the Western Front.  Yet, once again U.S. political racial opposition (including President Wilson) 
dictated that the first new Black units shipped to Europe, the U.S. 93rd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ όп wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎΥ 
369th, 370th, 371st and 372nd) not for combat in France, but only for badly-needed labour duties on the Western 
Front (building new trenches, roads and constructions, alongside French colonial logistic units of Arab-
Maghrebins, Black Africans and Asians, or British combat and logistic colonial units from India).23 
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Photos 67-68:  WW I American Ambulance Field Service Volunteers and in field with Brown French & AAFS Insignia ñAdrian M-1915ò Helmets;   Photos 69-40: WW I AAFS Volunteersô Insignia on their 

Brown French ñAdrian M-1915ò Helmet;  Photo 41:  World Wars I & II French ñAdrian M-1915 Blue Horizonò Helmet also used by U.S. 93rd ñColoredò Division regiments in France. 

All photos 67-68-69-40-41:  https://alexanderandsonsrestorations.com/americans-french-helmets-enigma-american-adrian/ 

 

However, his led to renewed political outcries from Black leaders and W.E.B. DuBois, while the fear 
of losing badly-needed ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭΣ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ŀ final policy reversal to integrate Black 
soldiers in actual U.S. combat units: 

 

"Let us, while the war lasts, forget our special grievances & close ranks shoulder to 
shoulder with our White fellow citizens and the Allied nations that are fighting for 
democracy.  We make no ordinary sacrifice, but we make it gladly & willingly."     

W.E.B. DuBois, The Crisis, July 1918.24 
 

Thus, the U.S. 93nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ōǊƻƪŜƴ-up into its component 4 
regiments and each one posted separately to the bloody Western Front combat zone under direct French 
Army command (already used to command their own Black African and Arab colonial regiments), as well as 
parts of the U.S. 92nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ show political support for the depleted French Armies 
against Imperial Germany, just as earlier 6 other U.S. Black regiments trained in Ohio and loaned to B.E.F. 
command. In France, the U.S. 93nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŦƻǳǊ .ƭŀŎƪ Regiments (369th άIŀǊƭŜƳ 
IŜƭƭŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎέΣ отлth άwŜŘ ό.ƭƻƻŘȅύ IŀƴŘέΣ отмst and 372nd) fought valorously under French command and were 
ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴƴŜŘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ά!ŘǊƛŀƴ .ƭǳŜ IƻǊƛȊƻƴέ 
helmets, or mustard-ōǊƻǿƴ CǊŜƴŎƘ ά!ŘǊƛŀƴǎέ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƪƘŀƪƛ-brown U.S. uniforms, while all khaki-brown 
CǊŜƴŎƘ ά!ŘǊƛŀƴέ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ мфмр-мт ¦Φ{Φ ά±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊέ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ CǊŜƴŎƘ 
command and the American Ambulance Field Service-AAFS operating in both France and Italy (like the future 
famous American writer Ernest Hemingway). The U.S. 369th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ άIŀǊƭŜƳΩǎ wŀǘǘƭŜǊǎέ 
όƭŀǘŜǊ ŘǳōōŜŘ άIŀǊƭŜƳ CƛƎƘǘŜǊǎέ/Hollenkämpfer by the Germans for their tenacity), was first formed in 1913 
as the segregated Black 15th New York in the New York Army National Guard, which when America entered 
World War I was re-designated as the 369th Regiment of U.S. 93rd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ   

 

   
Photo 47. World War I Poster ñColored Man is No Slacker!ò (Chicago, 1918);  Photo 49: WW I Brown French Zouave Insignia ñAdrian M-1915ò Helmet used by U.S. 369th ñColoredò Infantry Regiment of 

the U.S. 93rd Division;  Photo 49: WW I Blue French Infantry ñAdrian M-1915ò Helmet;  Photo 50. WW I U.S. 92nd Infantry Division Stencil ñBuffalo Soldiersò British ñBrodieò Helmet (camouflaged); 

Photo 51. WW I U.S. ñNew Yorkò Regiment British ñBrodieò Helmet (regular), courtesy of ñPioneer Museumò of Dade City, Florida;   https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/165213133_-colored-man-is-no-
slacker-poster https://www.liveauctioneers.com/price-result/92nd-black-infantry-division-id-ed-buffalo-soldiers-tunic/   https://www.warhats.com/store/p97/92d-Infantry-Division-MP-Stencil-Buffalo-Soldiers.html#/      

 

https://alexanderandsonsrestorations.com/americans-french-helmets-enigma-american-adrian/
https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/165213133_-colored-man-is-no-slacker-poster
https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/165213133_-colored-man-is-no-slacker-poster
https://www.liveauctioneers.com/price-result/92nd-black-infantry-division-id-ed-buffalo-soldiers-tunic/
https://www.warhats.com/store/p97/92d-Infantry-Division-MP-Stencil-Buffalo-Soldiers.html#/
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Photo 52:  WW I U.S. 369th ñColoredò Infantry Regiment ñHarlem Fightersò with Brown French Zouave Insignia ñAdrianò Helmets in France, 1918;   Photo 53:  WW I U.S. 369th ñColoredò Infantry Regiment 
in Trenches at St. Mihiel in France, 1918;  Photo 54:  WW I U.S. 369th ñColoredò Infantry Regiment with mix of Brown French Zouave Insignia ñAdrianò and British ñBrodieò Helmets in France, 1918;   

Photo 55:  WW I U.S. 372nd ñColoredò Infantry Regiment at Verdun in France, 1918;  All photos 52-53-54-55:  https://alexanderandsonsrestorations.com/americans-french-helmets-enigma-american-adrian/ 
 

The U.S. 369th άIŀǊƭŜƳ CƛƎƘǘŜǊǎέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǿƻǊŜ ƳǳǎǘŀǊŘ-brown CǊŜƴŎƘ ά!ŘǊƛŀƴέ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

the Zouave half-Moon Insignia (eventually Black replacement soldiers coming from America brought along their 
new British ά.ǊƻŘƛŜέ ǎƘŀƭƭƻǿ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎ ǘƘǳǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ǎǘȅles at the Front by late-1918), which 
ǳƴōŜƪƴƻǿƴǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ муплǎ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ !Ǌŀō !ƭƎŜǊƛŀ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ 
Africa to designate all their own African colonial troops led by White French officers as Zouaves (Arab North 
Africans) or Tirailleurs (African colonials), thus equating most of the U.S. 93nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿith 
French Indigenous colonial troops although as an African-American Division it chose to fondly associate their 
combat record in France during ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ-won degree 
of acceptance in racist France! Instead, ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ ŀƴŘ !Φ9ΦLΦ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ά.ǊƻŘƛŜέ ǎƘŀƭƭƻǿ 
helmets, although many American officers who were transferred to the A.E.I. from the initial American Volunteer 
forces in France, as well as many Francophile new A.E.I. regular U.S. Army officers chose to distinguish themselves 
instead by wearing Khaki-bǊƻǿƴ CǊŜƴŎƘ ά!ŘǊƛŀƴέ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ CǊŜƴŎƘ ƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŀǎ ƻǊ ¦Φ{Φ stencils.25 

After being trained in racially-separate and away from populated areas, 200,000 U.S. African-American 
troops when finally deployed to France, were also discriminated there in separate racially-segregated U.S. 
camps, but those under direct French Command were not, despite U.S. military advice to implement strict 
ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ά5ƻǳƎƘōƻȅǎέΦ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ CǊŜƴŎƘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ¦Φ{Φ 
.ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇŀǊǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ .ƭŀŎƪ ά5ƻǳƎƘōƻȅǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿŜƭƭ ōȅ CǊŜƴŎh civilians (racial tensions 
between White and Black U.S. troops in France were also sparked by Black servicemen romancing local White 

women, an equally opposed by many Black soldiers who insisted their own comrades keep their sexual lives 
within their own colour-lines). No Black soldiers deserted and only one was accused of rape (despite often 
racist rumours in America and among U.S. Officers of allegedly 30 rapes). Under French Command, the four 
separate regiments of the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǳǊŜŘέ Infantry Division saw combat deployments to 
the Western Front since March 1918 (including the 1918 Second Battle of the Marne and the Argonne-Meuse 

Line Battles), suffering 35% combat casualties (523 killed and 2,644 wounded), winning many medals from 
their thankful French superiors:  3 U.S. Medals of Honor for Lieutenant George S. Robb, Corporal Freddie 
Stowers and Sergeant Henry Johnson (the last two only post-humously 70 years after the war), 
75 Distinguished Service Crosses and 527 French Croix de Guerre (Cross of Valour) medals (the U.S. 369th 
άIŀǊƭŜƳ CƛƎƘǘŜǊǎέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ was the most famous and most decorated all-Black U.S. regiment (the regiment 
received from France its own Croix de Guerre medal, plus 171 individual Croix de Guerre, several Distinguished 
Service Cross and one posthumous Medal of Honor for officers and soldiers for bravery in action). 

 

https://alexanderandsonsrestorations.com/americans-french-helmets-enigma-american-adrian/
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Photos 55-56-57: World War I Brigadier-General John Archer Lejeune U.S. Marines Corps Commander of U.S. 2nd Infantry ñIndian Headò Division A.E.F.;  Shoulder Badges with U.S. ñBrodieò Helmet & Lieutenant 
Uniform of U.S. 2nd Infantry ñIndian Headò Divisionôs 23rd Infantry Regiment, 1st Battalion, A.E.F. vs. U.S. Infantry Sergeant Reenactor;   Photo 58:  Officers of U.S. 92nd ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò Divisionôs 367th Infantry 
Regiment on Western Front, September 1918    Photo 59:  African-American ñDoughboysò of U.S. 366th Infantry Regiment, U.S. 92nd ñColoredò Division with gas masks at the Western Front in Ainvelle on 
Franceôs side of the Vosges Front Line, August 1918;   Photos 55-56-57: https://www.usmil i tariaforum.com/forums/index.php?/topic/223866-star-and-indian-head-insignia-of-the-2nd-infantry-division-aef /   
Photos 58-59: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/92nd_Infantry_Division_(United_States)#/media/File:111-SC-25932_-_NARA_-_55211378_(cropped)_(cropped).jpg      https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meuse%E2%80%93Argonne_offensive#/media/File:Meuse-Argonne_Offensive_-_Map.jpg 

 

By June 1918 the independent A.E.F. Army Corps of nine U.S. Divisions (250,000 men) finally fought on 
the Marne and Amiens salients under French overall Allied command to help stop two more German 
offensives (July-August 1918). By September 1918 the attacking German forces had been stalled, while the 
A.E.F.  rose to 1 million men and by Fall even deployed tanks. By November 1918 the A.E.F. reached 2,1 million 
men or one-third of Allied forces on the Western Front, with 2 million more U.S. soldiers bound to Europe by 
December 1918 to secure by 1919 an 80-Divisions A.E.F., while 6 more millions troops back in America under 
basic-training. Also the άƎǊŜŜƴέ ¦Φ{Φ 92nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ όп .ƭŀŎƪ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎΥ 
365th, 366th, 367th & 368th) equipped with Anglo-American ά.ǊƻŘƛŜέ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎ reached France only by June 1918 
and the Western Front by mid-August 1918, but never trained to maneuver as a full division.  Together with 
all other A.E.F. units it was then partially trained for trench combat, but again like the U.S. 93rd Infantry Division 
in 1917, also parts of the U.S. 92nd Infantry Division served by company under the French Army since mid-
August 1918, while the U.S. 92nd Artillery Brigade (3 regiments: 349th, 350th & 351st) arrived only by October 
1918.  Both these French-led U.S. 93rd and 92nd African-American Infantry Divisions fought with the A.E.F. in 
the toughest last Allied operations ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άaŜǳǎŜ-!ǊƎƻƴƴŜ hŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜέ ό{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ-November 1918), 
alongside one million U.S. troops (losing 26,000 dead and 120,000 wounded, see Maps 2-3).  Despite being 
mostly untrained for trench-warfare and ill-equipped, the U.S. 92rd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾision was sent in mid-
September 1918 to battle on the difficult forested Meuse-Argonne Line after a two-days march in heavy rains 
and mud to the front without food, and their immediate 5-days attack was marred by lack of maps and artillery 
support, no sheers to cut German barbed wires, no officers fluent in French and extreme confusion, resulting 
in disorganized withdrawals of just 2 battalions of the 368th ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ 
fueled further false racist rumours of Black cowardice under fire especially by U.S. General Bullard who wrongly 
blamed the entire U.S. 92rd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǿƻ ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴǎΣ 
ǘƘǳǎ ǘŀǊǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ōǊŀǾŜǊȅ ǘo the contrary: the U.S. 92rd 
ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ мΣтлл ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ нм 5ƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ 
medals.26 ¢ƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎŀƭǳǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ ōȅ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ CŜǊŘƛƴŀƴŘ 
Foch (Supreme Commander of Allied Forces) and saluted in review by A.E.F. Commander DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ά.ƭŀŎƪ WŀŎƪέ 
tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘΥ  άhŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ фнrd 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΧ ώȅƻǳǊϐ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !Φ9ΦCΦ ŀƴŘ 
the conduct of the officers and men has ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ27 

 

 
Map 2:  Western Front in France, January-September 1918     Map 3  ñMeuse-Argonne Allied Offensiveò on Verdun-Sedan Line in France, September-November 1918;   Map 4:  Western Front in France, September-November 1918 

https://www.usmilitariaforum.com/forums/index.php?/topic/223866-star-and-indian-head-insignia-of-the-2nd-infantry-division-aef/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/92nd_Infantry_Division_(United_States)#/media/File:111-SC-25932_-_NARA_-_55211378_(cropped)_(cropped).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meuse%E2%80%93Argonne_offensive#/media/File:Meuse-Argonne_Offensive_-_Map.jpg
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Although 400,000 U.S. Black servicemen were deployed to France in World War I, only 42,000 saw 
combat and the rest served as logistics labourers in constructions, supplies and even gruesome graves 
registrations.  Yet racism in the U.S. Army again prevented any African-American combat troops from joining 
the post-Armistice Grand Victory parade in Paris of all Allied forces in November 1918, while just three 
months after World War I both U.S. Black divisions were swiftly returned back to America and disbanded by 
January 1919.  During the First Post-War (1919-39) African-American veterans did not receive any thankful 
welcome, but instead faced massive racist discrimination and hostility, which in-turn provoked an isolated 
mutiny in a Georgia training base. Racist animus by American Whites against Blacks and returning Black 
ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŜȄǇƭƻŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфмф ōƭƻƻŘȅ άwŜŘ {ǳƳƳŜǊέ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƘƛǘŜǎ ŘŜŀŘΣ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ 
and homeless in widespread national racial riots (Chicago, Illinois; New York City; Washington, D.C.; Omaha, 
Nebraska; Charleston, South Carolina; Norfolk, Virginia; Knoxville, Tennessee; Longview, Texas; Elaine, 
Arkansas; finally followed in 1921 by Tulsa, Oklahoma). Moreover, during 1919-39 the peacetime U.S. Army 
continued to falsely tar the U.S. 92rd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ .ƭŀŎƪ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŀǎ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ άŎƻǿŀǊŘǎέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘǎΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƧǳǎǘ ōǊƻŀŘ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ǘƻ Ŝƴƭƛǎǘ ŀƴȅ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΥ  ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-American soldiers had won the gratitude and respect of the French Army 
ŀƴŘ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōǳǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎτǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǊƳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦέ28 
 

    
Photo 77:  World War I Black Recruits for the 92nd U.S. ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò Infantry Division Training at Camp Sherman in Chillicothe, Ohio, September 1917;   Photo 48. World War I Uniform 
of the 92nd U.S. Infantry Division ñBuffalo Soldiersò;  Photo 32:  9 Decorated Black Soldiers with Franceôs Croix de Guerre of Valour of U.S. 369th Infantry Regiment ñHarlem Hellfightersò (a New York Regiment) 
of U.S. 93rd ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò Division returning to USA, February 1919 after action in France in World War I. (L. to R., front row): Ed Williams, Herbert Taylor, Leon Fraitor, Ralph Hawkins. 
(Back row): H.D. Prinas, Dan Stroms, Joe Williams, Alfred Hanley, T.W. Taylor;   Photo 32:  U.S. 367th ñBuffalo Soldiersò ñColoredò Infantry Regiment returning their colors to the Union League 
Club, 1947;  First photo:   https://www.nps.gov/articles/the-buffalo-soldiers-in-wwi.htm    All other photos:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo_Soldier# 

 
World War II (1939-45): U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ǾǎΦ фнnd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ Lǘŀƭȅ 
 During the 20 years tumultuous InterWars Era (1919-39), growing domestic economic and political 
instability in both Europe and East Asia were aggravated by the subversive anti-democratic/anti-capitalist 
Communist propaganda of the Soviet Union (USSR) and by the 1929 global Great Depression, culminating 
in a Second World War in 1939-19прΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŀ ŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ ǇǳƴƛǘƛǾŜ 1919 
Versailles Treaty which humiliated  Germany as the defeated hegemonic Power (cut away 10% of its 
territories and all overseas colonies, virtually disarmed her, imposed extreme economic Reparations to 
stifle her growth as far as 1988, and denied her self-Determination right to merge with German ethnic 
ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΣ /ȊŜŎƘ {ǳŘŜǘŜƴƭŀƴŘΣ tǊǳǎǎƛŀƴκtƻƭƛǎƘ ά/ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊέ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴȊƛƎ ŦǊƻƳ 
Poland, Memel Strip from Lithuania, Eupen/Malmédy from Belgium, Alsace from France, Luxemburg, 
German SwitzerlŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ {ǳŘ ¢ƛǊƻƭ ŦǊƻƳ Lǘŀƭȅύ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƭŀƳŜŘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ŀƴǘƛ-democratic extreme-Right rise 
ǘƻ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ мфоо ǿƛǘƘ !ŘƻƭŦ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎǘΣ ƛǊǊŜŘŜƴǘƛǎǘ tŀƴ-Germanic Nazi Party.  

Likewise, extreme-Right Fascist dictator Benito Mussolini had seized power in Italy since late-
1922 (with regional imperialist designs over the Balkans, Mediterranean and East Africa) and Prime 
Minister General Hideki Tojo in Imperial Japan since the 1930s (with regional imperialist designs over 
China, South East Asia and the Pacific). Additionally, the 1919 Versailles Treaty imposed U.S. President 
²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ LŘŜŀƭƛǎǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ŀ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ 
the destructive Realist multipolar Balance of Power System among the Great Powers (1500-1945). Yet, 
ǎƻƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǊŜ-election bid and Idealist League of Nations to return to Neo-
Isolationism (1921-19офύΣ ǿƻǊǎŜƴŜŘ ōȅ мфнф DǊŜŀǘ 5ŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ŀƴŘ ¦Φ{Φ-

https://www.nps.gov/articles/the-buffalo-soldiers-in-wwi.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo_Soldier
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European trade-wars and disputes on repaying ƻƭŘ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊΩǎ ¦Φ{Φ ǿŀǊ-loans, leaving a pacifist 
democratic West split and unable to forge a unified strong front to sustain a failing League of Nations 
against the expansionist anti-democratic Axis Bloc (1936) augmented by its Anti-Komintern (1937) and 
Tripartite (1940) Pacts (Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, Imperial Japan and European Fascist Satellites: 
IǳƴƎŀǊȅΣ wƻƳŀƴƛŀΣ .ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀΣ {ƭƻǾŀƪƛŀΣ CǊŀƴŎƻƛǎǘ {ǇŀƛƴΣ CƛƴƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ /ǊƻŀǘƛŀύΦ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ 
unleash World War II, backed by the Axis and its Fascist Satellites, sought to defeat the Allies and 
Communist USSR to forge a hegemonic a Nazi Greater-Germany and Black Europe: 

1) the Nazi Third Reich/Greater-Germany would annex all German Irredentist lands (Austria, 
Sudetenland, Prussian/Polish Corridor, Memel, Eupen-Malmédy, plus Alsace, Luxemburg, 
Netherlands, Belgium, Czech Bohemia, half of Poland and after the war also German Switzerland 
and Scandinavia), while conquering all of Europe (except the British Isles) and Soviet-USSR, to then 
exterminate in the Holocaust all Jews and large sways of Slavic populations in Russia--Lebensraum); 

2) aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ bŜƻ-Roman Fascist Greater-Italian Empire would annex the remaining Italian Irredentist 
lands (Nizza, Savoia and Corsica from France, Dalmazia from Yugoslavia, British Malta, plus Albania, 
Slovenia, Montenegro and Kossovo from Yugoslavia, Adriatic Islands from Greece and French 
Tunisia, as well as in the future Italian Switzerland), while seeking to dominate the Mediterranean 
(from Francoist Spain to Greece) and East Africa (by annexing Ethiopia, British Somalia and Southern 
Sudan, plus French Djibouti and Chad to reach Italian Libya), as well as sharing with Nazi Germany a 
future conquest of British Egypt and Middle East; 

3) ¢ƻƧƻΩǎ LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ 9ŀǎǘ !sia Co-Prosperity Zone would seize East China, SouthEast Asia and 
ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ LƴŘƛŀΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ IŀǿŀƛΩƛύΤ 

4) Fascist Hungary would annex its Irredentist lands (Northern Transylvania from Romania, Southern 
Slovakia and Southern Ruthenia from Slovakia, plus Vojvodina from Yugoslavia); 

5) Fascist Bulgaria would annex its Irredentist lands (Yugoslav Macedonia, Greek Macedonia and Eastern Trace); 
6) a reduced Fascist Romania would trade Northern Transylvania for re-annexing in 1941-44 its lost 

Irredentist lands (Buchovina and Moldova/Bessarabia annexed by Russia in 1812-1918 and 1940-41); 
7) ŀ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ /Ǌƻŀǘƛŀ ǘǊŀŘŜŘ 5ŀƭƳŀȊƛŀ ǘƻ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ Lǘŀƭȅ ŦƻǊ bŀȊƛ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ 

imperialist encroachments, while annexing its Irredentist lands (Herzegovina, parts of Bosnia and .ƛƘŀŎΩ); 
8) Fascist Finland would re-annex its Irredentist lands (Vyborg and Murmansk lost to Soviet USSR in 1939-

1941, plus seeking Russian Karelia in 1941-1944); 
9) General FraƴŎƛǎŎƻ CǊŀƴŎƻΩǎ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ {Ǉŀƛƴ όмфос-1975) kept its Moroccan colonies and Balearic Islands 

using Nazi DŜǊƳŀƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎǘ ŜƴŎǊƻŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ, but was unable to 
ǎŜŎǳǊŜ !Ȅƛǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴŜȄ ±ƛŎƘȅ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ aƻǊƻŎŎƻΤ 

10) a reduced Fascist Vichy France (1940-43) kept only its inland colonies in West Africa and North 
Africa (Algeria, Morocco also uselessly claimed by Francoist Spain, and Tunisia later annexed by 
Fascist Italy with Nizza, Savoia and Corsica), while losing French Indochina to Imperial Japan and 
Syria to a Nazi Arab revolt followed by British conquest.29  
 

    
Photos 59-60:  Italian Fascist Leader Benito Mussolini with German Nazi Fuehrer Adolf Hitler in Munich (18 June 1940) and at Unknown Soldierôs Monument in Rome, Italy (4 May 1938);  
Photo 60; Imperial Japanôs Prime Minister General Hideki Tojo (1944);    Photo 61: 1943 Alliesô Teheran Summit with Soviet Leader Joseph Stalin, U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt and 

British Prime Minister Winston Churchill (November 1943)   https://www.hitler-archive.com/index.php?y=1940    https://www.hitler-archive.com/index.php?t=Benito%20Mussolini       
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/93rd_Infantry_Division_(United_States)#/media/File:93rd_division_bougainville_1944.jpg 

https://www.hitler-archive.com/index.php?y=1940
https://www.hitler-archive.com/index.php?t=Benito%20Mussolini
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When World War II erupted in Europe (Japan had already separately attacked twice China in 1930-
1933 and 1937-1945), the Isolationist United States under a reluctant President Franklin D. Roosevelt (D) 
once again declared  neutrality, but like in the First World War also this time secretly and openly supported 
the Anglo-CǊŜƴŎƘ όмфпл 5ŜǎǘǊƻȅŜǊǎ 5ŜŀƭΤ мфпл /ŀǎƘ ΨƴΩ /ŀǊǊȅ !ŎǘΤ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜr 1940 Quadrilateral secret plans 
to provoke Nazi Germany into attacking the U.S.A.; 1941 Atlantic Conference and Charter;  1941 Lend-Lease 
Act to Great Britain and then also Soviet USSR after the Axis invasion in June 1942). However, the U.S. 
Military had dramatically shrunk by 1939 to 210,000 men, and only slowly rose to 217,000 in response to 
ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻ отрΣллл ŀŦǘŜǊ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ƛƴ {ǇǊƛƴƎ мфпл 
and to 1,6 million men by September 1941 after the Axis invasion of Soviet Russia, while only in September-
December 1941 F.D. Roosevelt openly abandoned the earlier pseudo-neutralism to pursue instead an anti-
DŜǊƳŀƴ ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜ ōŜƭƭƛƎŜǊŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά!ǊǎŜƴŀƭ ƻŦ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅέ ǘƻ 
massively rearm Great Britain and Soviet Russia. But as the nation drifted towards war, the U.S. Army still 
only 4,179 Black soldiers including 2 officers (Colonel Benjamin O. Davis commanding the U.S. 369th 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƻ ōŜŎŀƳŜ .ǊƛƎŀŘƛŜǊ-General in 1940) and 3 Chaplain-officers. The U.S. finally 
rejoined the Allies on 7-11 December 1941, once Imperial Japan attacked the U.S.A. at Pearl Harbor Naval 
ōŀǎŜ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛΩƛ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿŀǊ ƻŦ bŀȊƛ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ Italy. 

The immense strategic and combat requirements of a Two-Fronts global World War II allowed a 
sympathetic President F.D. Roosevelt to force a fast expanding U.S. Military in their brand new Pentagon 
IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŘǊŀŦǘ άǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎέ ŀƭso African-Americans in proportion to the general White 
population (1-to-мм ǊŀǘƛƻύΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴŎŜΦ Lƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ōȅ 
December 1941 over 100,000 Blacks joined the U.S. military and by late-1942 they were 500,000 men who 
often were better educated than their World War I Black predecessors, but once again most Black soldiers in 
World War II were trained for segregated service-oriented units (stevedores, construction, logistics, transport), 
given the general racist bias in the U.S. Military that Black combat units had performed poorly in World War I 
and were not aggressive enough for real combat!30 
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hǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅΩǎ флфΣллл !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-Americans G.I.s in 1942-45, only three U.S. segregated 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ivisions were initially trained to fight abroad, limiting such honor only to historical 
Black veteran units, reorganized in the new U.S. Infantry formations of World War II as triangular divisions 
of three regiments each, instead of the four regiments in World War I: 

1) the still existing mounted ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ²ŀǊǎΣ /ǳōŀ ŀƴŘ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎ όU.S. 
9th and 10th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ), plus the U.S. 2nd Cavalry Division were disbanded and 
reorganized as an integrated new U.S. 2nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 
combat, then shipped to North Africa in 1943 to fight against the legendary German Afrika Korps 
ŀƴŘ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŜƴǘǊŜƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ [ƛōȅŀ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀ όǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ άŦƛǊǎǘέ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
combat post abroad in World War II for U.S. African-American units and especially for the historic 
ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǿƘƻ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ƘŀŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘ Řǳǘȅ ŀōǊƻŀŘ ƛƴ 
Europe). But upon landing in Algeria, North Africa, just after the defeat of local Axis forces in Spring-
May 1943, the new U.S. 2nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
humiliating reclassified as the first U.S. Black Infantry service unit as stevedores/dockworkers for 
military cargo ships, because the U.S. !ǊƳȅ ƴƻǿ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ŀƴ άƻōǎƻƭŜǘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘέ ŎŀǾŀƭǊȅ 
arm now unfit for modern warfare, despite their Infantry training and long historical combat lineage! 

2/3) At the same time, both historical Great War veterans, U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ŀƴŘ фнnd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎōŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфмф ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǊŜŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
October 1942 again at their isolated historical Fort Huachuca home-base in Arizona, with each 
division lining 14,000 Black G.I.s (14% reenlisted Veterans, 26% volunteers and 60% draftees), and 
883 officers (half White from General to Captains, and half Black as Lieutenants in tense racist 
coexistence).  This time the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ 
incorporate elements of the original U.S. 10th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ 
shoulder patch insignia a black buffalo on an olive drab field as its divisional symbol (even keeping 
a live buffalo as mascot and ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎation The Buffalo, while the άǎƛǎǘŜǊέ 
U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ǇŀǘŎƘ ƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŀ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
World War I French Adrian blue helmet. Both reactivated Black Divisions were new segregated 
units led mostly by White officers (as custom in all Western Powers) and Black NCOs, but were still 
kept behind for extensive training compared to other regular White units.31 
The Pentagon assigned to lead both Black Divisions White Southern generals decorated in the 

Great War, who weǊŜ ƳƛǎǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ 5Φ/Φ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ άŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘέ ǿƛǘƘ άbŜƎǊƻ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
compared to other White Northern and Western U.S. officers (unfortunately both these Southern 
Commanders ǎŀǿ .ƭŀŎƪǎ ŀǎ άinferior to WhitesέύΦ Mississippi Major-General Charles P. Hall graduated from 
the prestigious West Point Military Academy and was a World War I Silver Star veteran (commanding the 
U.S. 2nd Infantry Division as a White unit in the Argonnes Offensive in France), and was then appointed as 
first of four successive White Commanders of the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ .ƭŀŎƪ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ мфпн-45 (Major-General Hall was promoted and replaced 
in October 1942 by Major-General Fred W. Miller who instructed his staff to minimize the responsibilities 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ .ƭŀŎƪ DΦLΦǎύΦ  Virginian Major-DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ άbŜŘέ aΦ !ƭƳƻƴŘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
prestigious Virginia Military Institute (VMI) and was a World War I wounded Silver Star Major in the U.S. 4th 
Infantry Division on the Aisne-Marne and Meuse-Argonnes Offensives in France, then while serving as a 
highly-regarded officer under U.S. Chief-of-Staff General George C. Marshall (also a VMI graduate and 
brother of  !ƭƳƻƴŘΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ) he was appointed first as Deputy (Assistant-Division Commander) of Major-
General Hall at the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ όaŀǊŎƘ-September 1942) and then 
as White Commander of the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
Arizona and Alabama (October 1942-August 1944) before leading it also as the last all-Black combat 
Division in the segregated U.S. Army and only one to fight at complete divisional strength in World War II.  
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However, Major-General Almond always complained that leading his U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ was ŀ ƘǳƎŜ άdifficult assignmentέ from home-training in 1942-44 to actual 
combat, because training these Black soldiers lasted 8 months more than other U.S. White G.I.s, due to their 
very poor lŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ άWƛƳ /Ǌƻǿέ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ŀƳƻƴƎΥ  of the 14,000 men in the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ only 0.1% reached the highest education classifications of Class 1, while 62% 
were at the two lowest education classifications of Class 5 and 13% were illiterate, forcing many to be 
ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ άǳƴǘǊŀƛƴŀōƭŜέ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ .ŀǎƛŎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΤ  ƭƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 14,000 men in the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ 
IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ only 0.1% had the highest education of Class 1 (most of these were in 
its well-trained U.S. 366th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Regiment, with College-educated Black officers and 8th Grade-
level Privates) vs. 45% that were at the lowest education Class 5. In comparison, regular U.S. White Infantry 
divisions had 6.6% of G.I.s rated at the top Class 1 and only 8.5% at the bottom Class 5. At the time, few 
African-Americans had College degrees and thus those qualified for higher-ranking Black captains and 
majors were mostly in the Medical or Chaplain Corps where they displayed exceptional leadership, while 
competent White officers assigned to both U.S. 92nd and 93rd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
and sought to transfer out of Fort Huachuca to other combat posts, thus leaving behind a very fragmented 
trail of training leadership of their Black G.I.s (in fair comparison, the U.S. Marines and U.S. Navy did not 
accept African-Americans at all, except few Black Mess Stewards in the Navy). Finally, once deployed in Italy 
for actual combat, the reputation of the still insufficiently-trained U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ Division was 
tarred by the checkered field performance of some units, by Major-DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ƭƳƻƴŘΩǎ racism and poor field 
command, plus by the negative racist expectations of the White U.S. Command staff (indeed even the well-
trained U.S. 366th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Regiment once in Italy was assigned to guarding airbases instead of 
combat, leading to its rapid collapse of morale and combat-readiness when it later joined as untrained 
reinforcements the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ along TuscanȅΩǎ frontlines).32 

By January-February 1944, the opposition Republican Party in the U.S. Congress openly denounced 
ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ ŦƻǊ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ōȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
were ŘŜǊƻƎŀǘƻǊƛƭȅ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ άƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎέΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ .ƭŀŎƪ 
general education! It was not lost on anybody the political import of denouncing during the 1944 
Presidential Elections year the ruling Democratic Party led by President F.D. Roosevelt of racist 
discrimination against U.S. African-American G.I.s, after F.D. Roosevelt had first defeated the decennial 
socio-economic scourge of poverty wrought by the 1928 Great Depression and then in World War II turned 
America into the leader of the Allied United Nations poised to vanquish also the racist totalitarian Axis 
Powers! Although President F.D Roosevelt personally had no problems sending Black servicemen into 
combat, he had been politically restrained by broad racism among the White American society and open 
ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tŜƴǘŀƎƻƴΩǎ ²ƘƛǘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ό¦Φ{Φ /ƘƛŜŦ-of-Staff General George Marshall never supported 
merging Black servicemen into a future integrated U.S. military, while his Deputy U.S. Commander of Army 
Group Forces Lieutenant-General Lesley J. McNair only supported at best the World War I experience of 
only partitioning Black formations as individual regiments attached to larger White Infantry Divisions (like 
initially done in France during the Great War for the four regiments of the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Division each assigned to different French forces in 1917-18).  In the meantime, despite 
years of useless pressures from the African-American community seeking social integration through 
wartime patriotism, only the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Division became the first newly-
ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ Řǳǘȅ .ƭŀŎƪ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŀǎ άŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘέ ƛƴ a 3-months Spring 1943 
interdivisional war-games in Louisiana (despite constant racial tensions and clashes between White and 
Black soldiers), but later in 1943-44, the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ 
further delayed by endless new desert training in the Southern California U.S. Mojave Desert Training 
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Center, supposedly for future operations in North Africa against the Axis (which however had been already 
defeated in that theater of combat by May-June 1943, followed by the dramatic collapse of Fascist Italy 
by September 1943)!  Finally, once in early-1944 the issue of African-Americans combat deployment 
became an open major electoral political controversy the U.S. government slowly rescinded its unwritten 
policy of excluding African-American soldiers from frontline combat by quickly sending in February-March 
1944 the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Division not to North Africa or Italy, but instead as 
the very first Black combat formation sent to the South Pacific against formidable Japanese troops after 
urgent appeals of U.S. Lieutenant-General Millard F. Harmon, Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army Air Forces 
and also in charge of U.S. Army jungle combat operations in the South Pacific, who requested an additional 
ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ άand its color made no difference to himέ) (see Map 3). Only by Summer-Fall 
1944 also the still badly-trained U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ to Italy 
for front-line combat against strong German-Italian defenses (see Maps 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11).33 

Yet once ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ tŜƴǘŀƎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ to deploy the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 
5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άŦƛǊǎǘέ .ƭŀŎƪ ǳƴƛǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘ όƛŦ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊƎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŘƛǎǊŜǇǳǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǊŜŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ aŀȅ 
1943 in North Africa of the just landed new U.S. 2nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ from front-line combat into 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ¦Φ{Φ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜκƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ǳƴƛǘǎύ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƴƻƴ-divisional 
disjointed mop-up marginal combat-patrol tasks throughout the South Pacific during 1944-45 in areas where 
major combat had finished already a year before.  Thus, the U.S. 25th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Regiment remained 
in Guadalcanal where they joined the U.S. 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
with the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎion at Fort Huachuca, and later sent to Guadalcanal 
since August 1943 as a U.S. service/logistics regiment building roads and unloading/loading military cargo 
ships as stevedores.  Initially also all U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ Black combat units sent to Guadalcanal were 
assigned unglamorous garrison, constructions and stevedores duties, and only later despite their limited 
jungle training were used as defensive/reconnaissance units against stubborn isolated Japanese fighters still 
left behind. Thus, the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǊŀƭŜ Ƙƛǘ ǊƻŎƪ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƴƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
duties instead of real combat, while it was scattered in smaller, disjointed components for 14 months. Out 
of these African-American forces, a detachment of the U.S. 368th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Regiment was sent to 
the Russells Islands and the U.S. 369th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Regiment went to New Georgia as reinforcements 
after 700 inexperienced White G.I.s psychologically collapsed against Japanese defenses by ōƭŀƳƛƴƎ άƧǳƴƎƭŜ 
ŦŜǾŜǊέ (tropical jungle noises, fatigue, fever, heat) and fear of the entrŜƴŎƘŜŘ άƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜέ ŦƛŜǊŎŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΦ 

Only finally by March 1945, the first real άōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜέ assignment had the U.S. 25th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Infantry Regiment, plus a Battalion from the U.S. 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ Ƨƻƛƴǘƭȅ deployed to fight at 
Bougainville, in the Solomon Islands, where since November 1943 Japanese soldiers had fought in the 
jungle against battle-hardened U.S. forces: the U.S. 3rd Marines Division, then replaced in January 1944 by 
the U.S. 23rd LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ άAmerical 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴέ όά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴκbŜǿ /ŀƭŜŘƻƴƛŀƴέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴύΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ the U.S. 25th 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ƘŀŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŜƴŎƘŜŘ άƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜέ 
Japanese foe, and its cohesion was further weakened by its operational split into 3 Battalions, each 
ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άAmerical 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ U.S. 25th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 
Regiment had to adjust to drenching jungle heat, plus the stench of rotting bombed vegetation with 
rotting animals and human corpses (including many wounded Japanese who would be tied up on trees as 
snipers, only to die undiscovered and quickly decompose). While most of the U.S. 25th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜƭȅ ŀǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άAmerical 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴέ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ 
entrenched Japanese on Hills 500 and 501, the first independent jungle patrol by Black Company K of 180 
men (with only one experienced jungle veteran Sergeant) panicked as soon as it exchanged fire with just 
two dozen hidden Japanese, some of whom spoke English and yelled conflicting orders to the frightened 
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Black G.I.s, who started shooting everywhere into the impenetrable jungle (just like many other equally 
inexperienced White soldiers had panicked in similar unforgiving intense jungle warfare), losing 10 dead 
and 20 wounded in the chaos, while the remaining U.S. soldiers and their Captain fled. This embarrassing 
collapse under fire of Company K convinced the U.S. XIV Corps Commander General Oscar Griswold, that 
the entire U.S. 25th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ Regiment had too little individual and unit-wide jungle combat 
training (it had been rated only άŦŀƛǊέύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ άsymbolέ of the entire U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ the whole formation was unfairly deemed equally in need of overall 
improvements. Indeed, even when individual Black soldiers or larger units did show courage in combat 
against superior Japanese attackers, they rarely received official recognition from the U.S. Army brass 
(thus earning only two Silver Stars) or media publicity.34 

 

    
Photo 1:  U.S. 93rd ñColoredò ñBlue Helmetsò Infantry Division training before Pacific Deployment, 1943;  Photo 2:   593rd Field Artillery Battalion of the U.S. 93rd ñColoredò ñBlue Helmetsò Infantry 
Division, unload 105mm ammunition on Bougainville, April 1944;  Photo 3:  Patrol from U.S. 25th ñColoredò Regiment of U.S. 93rd ñColoredò ñBlue Helmetsò Infantry Division on muddy, enemy-
infested trail, 1944;  https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/article/the-93rd-infantry-division-the-african-american-soldiers-in-the-pacific/   Photo  4:  U.S. 93rd ñColoredò ñBlue Helmetsò Infantry Division in the South 
Pacific at Bougainville, 1944         ttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/93rd_Infantry_Division_(United_States)#/media/File:93rd_division_bougainville_1944.jpg 

 

By Summer 1944, following positive reactions by the White American public to newspapers articles 
highlighting the plight of Black soldiers and especially the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 
Division, the U.S. Army came under political and public opinion pressures to rectify the situation in the 
Pacific. Thus, General Douglas MacArthur ordered the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ 
fully retrained for actual combat duty by recalling from Italy as new divisional commander Major-General 
Harry H. Johnson, World War I veteran of the 36th U.S. Infantry Division, who had briefly commanded the 
ill-fated U.S. 2nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ that upon landing in Algeria had been demoted to service 
duties. Thus, while at Saipan in June-July 1944 White U.S. Marines defeated the Japanese defenses in well-
publicized media reports, their few but well-trained Black Marines were not given any combat roles, yet 
performed admirably under fire by bringing supplies and ammunition to the landing beaches at both 
Saipan and Iwo Jima. All U.S. Marines were then replaced in the rugged interior by the 24th U.S. ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Regiment to conduct further five months of mop-up operations and combat patrols against the remaining 
defiant Japanese defenders, killing and capturing 722 enemy soldiers and losing only 10 killed and 20 
wounded Black G.I.s., while earning the Combat Infantry Badge and a Battle Star for their theater service 
ribbon, but still only brief attention in the media. Thereafter once the 25th U.S. ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ had 
secured Bougainville, it was deployed in November 1944 to beef up U.S. defenses at Finschafen, New 
Guinea, while in December 1944 also the 24th U.S. ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ from Saipan to Tinian 
for more mopping-up operations and garrison duties. 

9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŀŎ!ǊǘƘǳǊΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ return to the Japanese-occupied Philippines in a massive 
Allied invasion, required also securing along the way the Dutch East Indonesian Island of Morotai, 70 miles 
north of the Halmahera Island Group of the Maluku Islands. Halmahera Island had several Japanese airfields 
for long-range operations and was defended by 40,000 Japanese troops, while Morotai Island with its often 
flooded single airfield had only 800 Japanese defenders. Both islands with their large airfields were also 
sǘŀƎƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ !ǊƳȅΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŀŘŜ .ƻǊƴŜƻΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ aŀŎ!ǊǘƘǳǊΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ άƭŜŀǇ-
ŦǊƻƎέ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ-defended Halmahera Island and instead conquer Morotai Island by September 1944 in 

https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/article/the-93rd-infantry-division-the-african-american-soldiers-in-the-pacific/
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άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ǊŀŘŜǿƛƴŘέ ǿƛǘƘ плΣллл ¦Φ{Φ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǘǊƻƻǇǎΣ Ǉƭǳǎ нлΣллл ƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ bavȅΩǎ оrd and 
7th Fleets with air-carriers and planes. The U.S. landing forces were spearheaded by the U.S. 31st ά5ƛȄƛŜέ 
Infantry Division (National Guardsmen from Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Florida), while the Japanese 
defenders withdrew and split into small guerrilla forces fighting back under Colonel Kisou Ouchi.35 

Although General MacArthur had no sympathy for Black G.I.s he admitted that many had fought well 
and contributed to the war-effort. So he sent two Black Engineer Aviation Battalions (810th and 811th) to 
Australia to strengthen local logistics and then incorporated them in the first U.S. Pacific amphibious 
offensive to build roads, bridges, airfields and forts. Yet, more than the enemy and diseases, these Black 
engineers had to battle also open racism and heavy publicized clashes by White U.S. units. Likewise, when 
on April 1945 also the fully reintegrated U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Division was deployed 
ŀǘ aƻǊƻǘŀƛΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŀƭ ²ƘƛǘŜ ά5ƛȄƛŜέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ 
clashed in an open race-war with constant fights until the U.S. 31st ά5ƛȄƛŜέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ-out 
to join the Allied invasion of the Philippines. 

The U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ŘƛŘ ƎǳŀǊŘ ŘǳǘƛŜǎΣ improved local harbours, camps and roads, moved 
thousands of Allied troops from transports to staging areas or to embarkation points, and worked as 
stevedores to off-load 311,552 tons of supplies and equipment. In these ungratifying logistics duties they 
were for the first time supported by their White Australian comrades (compared to White Americans who 
refused such duties when possible). Finally, the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ нрth ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Regiment also conducted aggressive patrols to kill Japanese guerrilla units, until in August 1945 they became 
famous by capturing the commander of Mororai Island Colonel Kisou Ouchi, the highest-ranking Japanese 
officer captured alive during the Pacific War. This brought forth the surrender of 600 dispirited Japanese 
fighters. Thereafter, the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ плΣллл WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ 
with Lieutenant-Colonel Ishii at Halmahera Island, and guarded them as POWs. Lastly, the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ 
IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘ in the Philippines with mopping-up operations in Mindanao and Leyte 
ǳƴǘƛƭ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ-August 1945, but here again they were confronted often by the U.S. 31st 
ά5ƛȄƛŜέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ in numerous fights (including over Black G.I.s frequenting Filipino prostitutes and 
local women) and even very large brawls where only the strenuous efforts of superior officers kept the rival 
soldiers from discharging weapons against each other. Likewise in Guam, deadly clashes erupted between 
U.S. Southern White Marines against Black sailors over their involvement with local prostitutes, leaving 
many dead on both sides and ending with few White Marines and 44 Black sailors jailed. Indeed during the 
Pacific War the stress of joint combat, fatigue and diseases, did promote finally a number of friendships 
across racial lines, but most of these also ended by warΩǎ ŜƴŘ ƻƴŎŜ ŘŜƳƻōƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ 
America rehashed the old social culture of racial bigotry. In the Pacific War, the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ 
Division suffered 145 dead and 121 wounded, earning 825 medals and Service awards:  1 Medals of 
Honor/Distinguished Service Cross; 1 Distinguished Service Medal; 5 Silver Stars; 5 Legions of Merits; 686 
Bronze Stars; 16 Soldier's Medals; and 27 Air Medals).36 
 

      
Photo 4:  1st Battalion, U.S. 24th ñColoredò Infantry Regiment briefed by White officer prior to patrol in Bougainville jungle, April 16, 1944;  Photo 5:  A U.S. 25th ñColoredò Infantry Regiment soldier, supporting the 
23rd (Americal) Infantry Division, shoots at Japanese troops on Bougainville, April 6, 1944;  Photo 6:  Troops of U.S. 24th ñColoredò Infantry Regiment, attached to the 23rd (Americal) Division, behind a Sherman 
tank before attack on Japanese positions near Empress Augusta Bay, Bougainville, 1944;  all photos:  https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/article/the-93rd-infantry-division-the-african-american-soldiers-in-the-pacific/  

https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/article/the-93rd-infantry-division-the-african-american-soldiers-in-the-pacific/
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Meanwhile, U.S. forces were slowly building-up forward Army and Air Force bases in Great Britain 
before any major amphibious operation against Nazi-controlled Europe, with long-range Anglo-American 
strategic bombing of Germany. As the Allies implemented the British strategy to invade North Africa in 
December 1942-May 1943 and defeat local German and Italian forces, Fascist Italian forces in Russia (ARMIR) 
had been forced to withdraw back to Italy by February 1943 to avoid complete annihilation, but needing major 
retraining these forces were unable to stop the Anglo-Americans from conquering Tunisia. With the Allies finally 
in control of most of the vital Mediterranean Sea, Allied convoys stopped circumnavigating Africa and use 
instead the shorter route Suez Canal-Malta-Gibraltar to threaten Fascist Italian defenses in both Sicily and 
Greece. Then the Allies launched a quick knock-out of teetering Fascist Italy by invading Sicily in July 1943 forcing 
Italo-German forces to retreat to the Mainland. These defeats led in-turn ǘƻ aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ ŘƻǿƴŦŀƭƭ ƛƴ ŀ wƻȅŀƭƛǎǘ-
military coup under General Pietro Badoglio, followed by the secret 6-у {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпо Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ όά!ǊƳƛǎǘƛŎŜέύ 
surrender to the Allies under the false Allied promises that now Royalist Italy could switch sides to join the 
winners! Instead, as Anglo-American Allied forces seized Southern Italy up to Salerno seeking to reach Naples 
in open revolt against the Germans, the Allies failed to land near the capital Rome or drop Anglo-American 
paratroopers to secure the Italian Capital, which was instead immediately overrun by fast reacting German 
forces that forced King Victor-Emanuel III and his pro-Allied infamous Badoglio Royalist-military government to 
flee to the Allied-occupied Southern Italy, while the entire demoralized Italian armed forces left leaderless did 
collapse immediately with most units disbanding and marching back to their hometowns under the general 
ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘ ŎƘƻǊǳǎΥ ά¢ǳǘǘƛ ŀ ŎŀǎŀΗέκέ9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΗέΦ hƴƭȅ ŦŜǿ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŦƻǊƳŀtions especially in the 
Center-North rallied around Mussolini, newly-freed after the Armistice by German paratroopers, creating in 
1943-45 the Fascist Italian Social Republic of Saló (R.S.I.), under strict control by superior German forces and 
with new R.S.I. Minister of War Field-Marshal Rodolfo Graziani who had been the only top Military officer still 
loyal to Mussolini after his fall in July 1943. In such a defeated and divided Italy, the U.S.-led Allies were first 
stymied by their disastrous amphibious ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘ ŀǘ {ŀƭŜǊƴƻ ƻƴ ф {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпо ό!ƭƭƛŜŘ 
troops had lost their combat spirit after being told prior to landing that Fascist Italy had surrendered and no 
resistance was expected, only to find themselves pinned down by slowly retreating German armoured forces). 

The competent German Air Field-Marshal Albert Kesselring in charge of GermanȅΩǎ spirited defense of 
Italy in 1943-45 succeeded in slowing down to a crawl the dual Allied offensives: with U.S. attacks mounting 
from the Tyrrhenian Sea in the West and South with British ones from the Adriatic Sea in the East and South, 
tƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ о DŜǊƳŀƴ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŦƻǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ άDǳǎǘŀǾ [ƛƴŜǎέ ōƛǎŜŎǘƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 
Italy and the Monte Cassino rugged stronghold, while their diversionary amphibious landings at the Battle of 
Anzio-Nettuno in February 1944 were stalled again by the Germans (here U.S. Black quartermaster troops 
ferrying supplies to the U.S. forces stalled on the beach suffered heavy casualties that received little 
acknowledgement by the military). Only by 4 June 1944 the Allies finally liberated wƻƳŜ όŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀƴ άhǇŜƴ 
/ƛǘȅέ ǎƛƴŎŜ Cŀƭƭ мфпо ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƻƳōŜŘ ƻǊ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǾŜǊ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ŀǘƛŎŀƴύΣ Ƨǳǎǘ н Řŀȅǎ 
before the main Allied D-Day landings of Normandy in Northern France. Nevertheless, the undefeated German 
forces slowly withdrew 500 miles from one line of prepared defenses to another one, finally stopping north of 
CƭƻǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ¢ǳǎŎŀƴȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ. The 10-miles-deep nearly-impregnable άDƻǘƘƛŎ 
[ƛƴŜέ ōƛǎŜŎǘŜŘ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ !ǇŜƴƴƛƴŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ wŀƴƎŜ, whose natural rugged protection ran diagonally 
coast-to-coast through 50 miles (80 Km.) and as high as 7,000 feet (2.1 Km.) from south of La Spezia naval base 
and Massa-Carrara on the West Tyrrhenian coastline to the Pesaro-Rimini Adriatic coastline on the East.  
German forces used 15,000 Italian laborers and 2,000 Slovaks to build miles of anti-tank ditches, reinforced with 
bunkers, tank emplacements, tunnels, concrete-reinforced gun-pits, elaborate trenches protected by massive 
barbed wires, 2,376 machine-gun nests with interlocking fire, 479 anti-tank, mortar and assault gun positions, 
130,000 yards (120,000 meters) of barbed-wire and reinforce existing Italian castles, while laying minefields 
designed to herd enemy Allies into interlocking fields of fire. ¢ƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ the German 
10th Army on the east and 14th Army on the west (both Armies totaled 14 divisions, plus 4-to-7 reserve divisions 
and Italian R.S.I. Fascist units well dug-in against both the Allies and their Italian Partisan fighting a guerrilla civil 
war in the rear and even killing a Luftwaffe Air Division commander (see Maps 5-7 below).37 



 Florida  Political  Chronicle vol.30, n.2 (2023) 
 

- 46 - 

 

  
Map 5Υ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL  !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ Invasion of Italy, 1943-45;     Map 6Υ  ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL  άDǳǎǘŀǾ [ƛƴŜέ ϧ с DŜǊƳŀƴ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ LǘŀƭȅΣ мфпо-44;     Map 7Υ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL  DŜǊƳŀƴ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǘŀƭȅΣ мфпп-45 

https://montecassinotours.com/static-files/montecassinotours.com//files/mapitaly_0x900.jpeg             https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_Line                 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_Line 

 

As the Allies stood at the south bank of the Arno River and Florence in July 1944, preparing to 
ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ YŜǎǎŜƭǊƛƴƎΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦƻǊƳƛŘŀōƭŜ ƴŜǿ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƭȅ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ¦Φ{Φ L± /ƻǊǇǎ 
realized they had too few combat troops and too many understrength tanks formations to be able to 
guard the Allied west flank against any German counter-attack and protect the strategic Allied port of 
Livorno, on the Tyrrhenian coast. Thus, the U.S. 92nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
the only African-American unit sent to fight in Europe at full divisional strength (370th ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Regimental Combat-Team, 365th and 371st ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎΣ Ǉƭǳǎ п ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴǎΣ 
92nd Reconnaissance Troop, 317th Engineer Combat Battalion, 317th Medical Battalion, Quartermaster, 
and Black Military Police). On 30 July 1944, the 370th ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻƳōŀǘ-Team was the 
firsǘ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǳƴƛǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŜƳōŀǊƪ ƛƴ bŀǇƭŜǎΣ LǘŀƭȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ Ƨǳōƛƭŀƴǘ ŎǊƻǿŘ 
of Black American soldiers from logistical service units. It was quickly redeployed in August 1944 to 
northern Tuscany as replacements for the U.S. Fifth AǊƳȅΩǎ IV Corps (U.S. 1st Armored Division, 6th South 
African Armored Division, Brazilian Expeditionary Force and the Anglo-American Task-Force 45 of anti-
aircraft gunners retrained as combat infantry) ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ western-most 
end of the Allied front. The U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ alongside the 
tankers of the U.S. 1st Armored Division and immediately engaged since August 1944 in heavy offensives 
on mountainous terrain against the German 14th Army with Italian R.S.I. Fascist units, 90th 
Panzergrenadier Division and 16th SS Panzergrenadier Division. On 1-2 September, the three battalions 
of the ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 370th ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻƳōŀǘ-Team, along the U.S. 1st Armored 
Division crossed the Arno River north of Florence after clearing minefields and using mule trails to seize 
Mount Pisano and occupy Lucca waiting for the rest of the U.S. Fifth Army to follow, while the Germans 
movŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ ŎƻǾŜr. 

 

    
Photos 12/13: Officers of the 92nd U.S. ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò  Infantry Division, Company F, 370th Combat Team, in a farmhouse in the Ponsacco Area near the Arno River of Tuscany, Italy. 
A half hour later these troops successfully crossed the river in the push toward the Gothic Line on 1 September 1944;  Photo  58:  U.S. 92nd ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò Infantry Division in Italy, 
1944;  Photo 59:  Two Italian Women in Tuscany Accused by Italian Partisans of ñCollaborationò with Defeated Nazi-Fascist Forces and Subject to Public Humiliation by Having Hair Shaven, 
while Walking Past a Partisan Graffiti ñLibert§ò (ñLibertyò), Spring 1945;     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_Line;   U.S. Army;   Last Photo:  R.J. Caldwood Collection. 
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Unable to destroy German defenses before January 1944, since Spring 1944 the U.S. Fifth Army and 
the British Eighth Army, under overall command of British General Sir Harold Alexander, were left to play 
ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŦƛŘŘƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ Ƴŀƛƴ Řǳŀƭ ǇǳǎƘŜǎ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ ό5-Day in June and Southern France in August 1944). 
Consequently in 1944 the Anglo-American Allies were split over further fighting in the Italian Campaign: the 
British insisted on seeking a major ōǊŜŀƪǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƻƴƎ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ !ŘǊƛŀǘƛŎ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ-occupied 
Poland and Balkans to contain the parallel Soviet advances in the east, while the U.S. saw Italy as a secondary 
front and rejected any future Balkans operations compared to the main Allied 1944 offensives in France (D-
5ŀȅ ƛƴ bƻǊƳŀƴŘȅΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ DƻƻŘǿƛƴέ ǘƻ /ŀŜƴ ŀƴŘ άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻōǊŀ Lέ ōǊŜŀƪǘƘǊƻǳƎƘύΦ  ¢ƘǳǎΣ 
the U.S. withdrew in Summer 1944 seven divisions from the U.S. Fifth Army and diverted them to its 
amphibious landings iƴ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ όάhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 5ǊŀƎƻƻƴέύ ƛƴ ŀ ƎƛƎŀƴǘƛŎ ǇƛƴŎƘŜǊ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
Normandy landings offensives into forcing German forces to slowly evacuate France, while it reduced by 40% 
the U.S. Fifth Army in Italy by nearly 100,000 men from 249,000 to 153,000 soldiers, with only 18 divisions left 
facing the German 14 divisions and their 4-to-7 reserve divisions.  In Italy instead, Anglo-Commonwealth forces 
launched ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜŘ άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ hƭƛǾŜέ as an all-ƻǳǘ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ƛƴ !ǳƎust, with the 
British Eighth Army along the Adriatic Coast towards Rimini and the U.S. Fifth and Eight Armies against the 
center of Northern Italy seeking to reach the strategic rail-ǊƻŀŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ .ƻƭƻƎƴŀΣ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ 
central defense expanse. This offensive was backed by the remaining American forces with the U.S. IV Corps 
seeking to force the Arno River, take Mount Albano and Mount Pisano on the plain, while distracting German 
ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ CƛŦǘƘ !ǊƳȅΩǎ LL /ƻǊǇǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ alongside the British XIII Corps, would drive the 
Ƴŀƛƴ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέΦ  Yet, ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎ ōǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ 
on both coasts (the U.S. at Monte Grande until stopped by 28 October vs. the British at Pesaro, then Rimini 
and finally at Ravenna/Faenza until stopped by 17 December), German forces quickly redeployed to nearby 
ƴŜǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǊǳƎƎŜŘ ŦƻǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ όάDƻǘƘƛŎκDǊŜŜƴ [ƛƴŜέύ ŘŜƴȅƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ !ƭƭƛŜŘ ōǊŜŀƪǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ 
while imposing staggering casualties on the attacking Anglo-Americans that were unable to rely on any 
reinforcements, given the parallel bloody Allied invasion of France (see Maps 8-9).38 

 

    
Right Map 8: World War II Northern Italian Fascist Republic of Saló (R.S.I.), September 1943-May 1945;  Centre Map 9: German ñGothic Lineò (Red) in North Italy & Allied Offensives (Blue), 1944-1945  

Left: U.S. Army 92nd ñBuffalo Soldiersò (top) & 93rd ñBlue Helmetsò (Bottom) ñColoredò Infantry Divisions respective Shoulder Badge Insignias 
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezra_Pound#/media/File:Italian-social-republic-and-civil-war.svg  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_Line#/media/File:Gothic_Line_-_Concept_of_OperationOlive_1944.png                  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/92nd_Infantry_Division_(United_States)#/media/File:US_92nd_Infantry_Division_SVG.svg   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/93rd_Infantry_Division_(United_States)#/media/File:US_93rd_Infantry_Division.png  

 

!ǎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ Ƴŀƛƴ !ƭƭƛŜŘ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ άOperation hƭƛǾŜέ ōȅ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ 
since 10 September, the ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 370th ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻƳōŀǘ-Team and U.S. 1st 
Armored Division weakly sought to penetrate the άGothic Lineέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŜƴŜƳȅ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ along 
bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ¢ǳǎŎŀƴȅΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǘƻǿŀrds the Serchio River Valley and the city of Massa-Carrara. A week later the 
U.S. LL /ƻǊǇǎ ƘŀŘ ōǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ŀǘ Lƭ DƛƻƎƻ tŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊŎƘƛƻ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ 
ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 370th ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ 9ŀǎǘ-West Highway 12 inside the 
German lines, but by early-October their attack on Massa-Carrara was repulsed by fierce German 
resistance holding ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǾŀƭ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ [ŀ {ǇŜȊƛŀΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴǘƛǊŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέΦ DŜǊƳŀƴ Ŧƻrces stopped the II Corps offensive from reaching Bologna before the 
Winter snows. By 12 October German counter-attacks wiped all earlier small Allied gains, forcing the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezra_Pound#/media/File:Italian-social-republic-and-civil-war.svg
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ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 370th ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ to regroup and only conduct patrol activities, while 
waiting to be reinforced by the arrival of the bulk of the U.S. 92nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ plus the 
Black U.S. 366th Infantry Regiment (with Black officers and men) which had arrived by September 1944, 
but had been initially assigned on guard duty to Allied air bases throughout Italy, before being moved-up 
to join their front-line comrades by 1 November 1944 and attack again the Serchio Valley and coastal areas 
along the Ligurian Sea. Immediately the U.S. 92nd LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ 370th and 371st Regiments resumed 
their attacks there against light German resistance, but failed to capture the strategic Castelnuovo di 
Garfagnana, while their advance bogged-down due to the logistical nightmare of heavy rains and mud 
blocking all vehicles fǊƻƳ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜΦ  ¢he U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
Infantry Division was forced to rely upon pack-animals purchased from local Italians (372 mules and 173 
horses in a new 92nd Division Mule Pack Battalion with one officer and 15 soldiers, 600 Italian volunteers 
in U.S. uniforms and even Buffalo insignia) transporting water, ammunition, anti-tank guns and matériel, 
plus carrying back wounded (but the animals refused to carry corpses).39 

 

 
Maps 10-11: West Point Map of !ƭƭƛŜŘ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпп-January 1945 vs. Offensive Plans of U.S. Fifth and Eights Armies (West of the Apennines) vs. the British Eighth Army (East of the 
Apennines);  Photo 22:  Tuscan Apennine Mountains in Winter along tƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ CƛŦǘƘ !ǊƳȅΤ   https://www.ebay.com/itm/364401312074    http://tothosewhoserved.org/can/army/canarmy02/img/img489.jpg   

 

In this unforgiving Winter combat environment and with difficult logistics, once again the U.S. 92nd 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¦Φ{Φ Fifth Army had to spend November 1944 in defensive actions, while 
planning a renewed attaŎƪ ōȅ м 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ LL /ƻǊǇǎΩ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƻƴ .ƻƭƻƎƴŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
however was first postponed to Christmas and then annulled once Allied Intelligence identified a large 
German build-ǳǇ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊŎƘƛƻ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ already deployed on both 
sides of the Serchio River, kept their slow unsupported advance under inclement Winter weather against 
German mortar and artillery fire until the U.S. 366th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ secured the town of 
Barga on the eastern right and the U.S. 370th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǎŜƛȊŜd Gallicano on the western 
left of the Serchio River, while at the ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘǿƻ Ǉƭŀǘƻƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜŎƻƴƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ ¢ǊƻƻǇ άƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜŘέ 
the villages of Bebbio and Scarpello near Sommocolonia to finally connect with pro-Allied local Italian 
Communist Partisans operating just north of that area.  Yet unbeknownst to the Allies who were smelling 
ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΣ ōƻǘƘ IƛǘƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ άƭŀǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘέ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜǎ 
during Christmas 1944 in Belgium and Northern Italy, under cover of inclement Winter weather that 
prevented Allied reconnaissance flights. In Belgium, Nazi Germany launched the famous daring Ardennes 
Offensive/Battle of the Bulge to roll-over unprepared U.S. forces hoping to repulse them all the way back 
to the strategic Flemish port of Antwerp (still partially blocked by German defenses) and reach the North 
Sea Coast to force the Allies to accept a diplomatic armistice. Instead, IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ мфпп 
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ hŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜέ ƛƴ the Ardennes mountain forests against the spent Anglo-American frontline units 
by using his last best remaining German forces, ended eventually in defeat after the fateful Battle of the 
Bulge and strong Allied air strikes once the local thick Winter cloud cover lifted. In turn, this also hastened 
the later defeat of Nazi Germany by depleting her last mobile reserves allowing the decisive Spring 1945 
Anglo-American penetration of the Rhine River defense line and Ruhr Pocket encirclement, followed by 
the Soviet final bloody destruction of the Breslau and then Berlin urban fortresses in March-April 1945. 
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Parallel to this, in Northern Italy both Mussolini and his dedicated Fascist Minister of War, Field-
Marshal Rodolfo Graziani, had been pressing German Field-Marshall Kesselring since early-October 1944 for a 
joint-Axis counter-ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǳƭǎŜ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ 
ǘƻǳǘŜŘ άǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǿŀǊ ǘƻ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ Axis. This parallel joint-Axis 
counter-offensive in Northern Italy was finally unleashed on 26-31 December 1944 to stop any future Anglo-
American offensives on Bologna, crush their combat morale and capture highly-needed supplies (weapons, 
ammunitions, fooŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳŜƭύΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ƻƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀǎ 
possibleΦ .ǳǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ ŀƴŘ DǊŀȊƛŀƴƛΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭǎ for a massive offensive by 40,000 Italo-German troops to 
be hopefully supported by massive German armour and air cover, General Kurt O.H.L.W. von Tippelskirch, the 
new Commander of the German 14th !ǊƳȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ CƛŦǘƘ !ǊƳȅ found he had only 
very limited forces available with no Panzers or airplanes or fuel. Thus, he launched a limited regional three-
pronged Infantry offensive: a column comprising a divisional-strength German task-force (the relatively 
unmotivated 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 285th Regiment from the 148th Infantry Division from Alsaceτwhose 
high desertion rate compelled using counter-guerrilla Italian Alpini units to keep them in check before their 
1944 Christmas Offensive) and two flanking columns by the understrength, but highly-regarded German 148th 
Alpenjägers mountain Division from Austria (4th .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΣ άMittelwalŘέ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άYŜǎǎŜƭǊƛƴƎέ aŀŎƘƛƴŜ-
Gun Battalion), and the understrength highly-motivated Italian R.S.I.-Fascist 4th "Monte Rosa" Alpini Division 
(3rd Battalion of 1st Regiment, 1st Battalion of 2nd Regiment and 23rd Reconnaissance Unit), hard-core Fascist 
volunteer mountain troops supporting Mussolini after his fall, plus fresh Italian POWs who had elected to enlist 
in the R.S.I., supplemented by the highly regarded 3rd ά{ŀƴ aŀǊŎƻέ όbŀǾŀƭ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅκaŀǊƛƴŜǎύ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ нnd 
Battalion of its 6th Regiment. Both these Italian R.S.I.-Fascist formations had been retrained in Germany for 
coastal defense against Allied amphibious landings, but then diverted to mobile counter-guerrilla mountain 
operations against pro-Allied Italian Partisans (by December 1944 the 4th "Monte Rosa" !ƭǇƛƴŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ 
original 20,000-men strength had been halved by high casualties and desertions, an issue also affecting the 
ά{ŀƴ aŀǊŎƻέ aŀǊƛƴŜǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ōƻǘƘ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΩ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘŀǊŘŜƴŜŘ 
Fascist fighting units). Thus, in the virtually unremembered December 1944 Battle of Garfagnana, the 
combined Italo-German Axis forces (9,100-men of which two-thirds were Italian R.S.I. Fascist soldiers), with 
German artillery support (100 guns, plus mortars) hit a quiet Allied sector held by the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ Tuscan villages north and east of Gallicano. Just like in the 
parallel month-long Battle of the Bulge leaving 125,000 U.S. G.I. casualties (including at the Bastogne Siege the 
two brave Black 333rd and 996th Field Artillery BattalionsΣ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀǘǘƭƛƴƎ ōŀǎǘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ .ŀǎǘƻƎƴŜέ), also 
on the western part of the German άGothic Lineέ, this combined Axis limited offensive shoved the Allies in 
confusion all the way back south to Lucca and if sustained threatened their northern-most Italian port of 
Livorno in Tuscany, while also seeking to wipe-out local Italian Partisans (see Maps 12-13 below).40 
 

  
Map 12Υ DŜǊƳŀƴ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ along the width of Italy vs. U.S. 92nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ;   Map 13Υ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ {ǘƻǊƳέκά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
hŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜέκ.ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ DŀǊŦŀƎƴŀƴŀ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ¦Φ{Φ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпп;    https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/article/the-battle-of-garfagnana-italys-battle-of-the-bulge/ 

https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/article/the-battle-of-garfagnana-italys-battle-of-the-bulge/
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The Allies got wind of the impending Axis offensive in Northern Italy by decoding German secret Ultra 
messages, and quickly transferred to bolster the IV Corps with the 2nd Brigade of the 8th LƴŘƛŀƴ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎΣ Ǉƭǳǎ 
the U.S. 337th and 339th Regiments of the 85th Infantry Division, augmenting his forces to 18,000 men 
entrenched with barbed wire trenches and mines holding the front from the Serchio Valley to the Ligurian Sea 
on the west. American forces were in a state of growing uncertainty as the forecasted German mid-December 
attack had not materialized, and this sense of confusion only rose as the planned U.S. offensive was cancelled 
and faulty new intelligence on the German offensive postponed it well after Christmas. Instead, the Austro-
German Alpenjägers Division attacked at night during the Christmas truce exploiting full surprise without any 
preparatory artillery fire to surround and overrun Sommocolonia.  Despite their mixed combat reputation (also 
to the attacking Germans), these Black G.I.s were able to resist awhile on the defensive until German support 
artillery was called in: of these 70 Americans, plus Italian Communist Partisans, the majority was killed or 
captured, leaving only 18 Black G.I.s to escape, while Communist Partisans used local civilians as human shields 
before being overrun by the Austrian troops. Then they also overran the villages of Carpelo and Bebbio below 
it defeating two U.S. Reconnaissance platoons there, and then pushed further to seize the strategic town of 
Barga, then Coreglia, pushing back in disarray the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƎŀǊǊƛǎƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 

Following the Austrian AlpenjägersΩ surprise diversionary attack, both the R.S.I. Fascist 4th "Monte 
Rosa" Alpini and the German Alsatian Divisions launched their own main attacks south supported by artillery 
fire on the U.S. defenders at Castelnuovo di Garfagnana. While the Alsatians secured their objective at 
Fornaci against disorganized weak U.S. resistance, however they failed to press their initiative any further 
against the weak U.S. defenders, the Italian "Monte Rosa" Alpini took over Galicano and Molazanna, but 
were repulsed with heavy losses at Brucciano by U.S. defenses. Regardless, the determined Italian Alpini 
went to take Calomini, from where they encircled the 370th U.S. Black Regiment and Communist Partisans 
defending Vergemoli, and then defeating them in a rain of artillery fire. Advancing Axis forces penetrated 
10 Kms. and over a 25 Km.-wide front behind American lines, reaching Bolognana, Calavorno and Piano di 
Coreglia, but at the cost of irreplaceable heavy losses, forcing the entire U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ withdraw under fire during its first major combat operation. As Axis 
reconnaissance patrols reached as far south as the outskirts of Bagni di Lucca, the Italo-German forces 
secured all their mission objectives by retaking previously lost lands on the άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
to them until late-April 1945, while exposing now also the Allied port of Livorno below the Arno River to 
future German counter-attacks because the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ retreating in disarray had no 
reserves in the U.S. Fifth Army to help hold the front. But also the Axis forces had to stop short as they too 
ran out of combat troops and reserves to hold more land, while being threatened by the very cautious 
advancing U.S. 1st Armored Division, 34th and 85th Infantry Divisions, and 8th Indian Infantry Division of the 
British Army. As Allied fighter-bombers flew over 4,000 sorties bombing Sommocolonia, Gallicano and 
other Axis front ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊŜ !ƭƭƛŜŘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ мфпрΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ provoking high 
casualties among the local Italian civilians. ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ !Ȅƛǎ мфпп ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ hŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜέ ƛƴ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴƻǳǎ 
Northern Italy extended the survival of Axis forces there until late-April to 10 May 1945 by seizing most of 
ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜΩǎ ǘŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ǊƻǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Infantry Division with 1,000 U.S. men dead and POWs vs. half that number among the victorious Axis 
forces, which essentially destroyed the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŜŀƪ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ !ƭƭƛŜŘ ƳƻǊŀƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέΦ 
Although quite limited in area, this was a major Axis success that raised Italo-German morale in northern 
Italy and captured vital ammunition and food, while re-ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜǎ 
over two kilometers forward, as well as also strategically forcing the demoralized Allies to postpone their 
ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƭŀǘŜ-April 1945.41  
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Photo 77: German ñGothic Lineò Bunker n.3 at San Giuliano in Tuscany, Italy;  Photo 78: U.S. 92nd ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò Infantry Division attacking Borgo a Mozzano near Lucca, Italy, 1944; Maps 12-13: U.S. 92nd 
ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò Infantry Divisionôs Frontline position above Viareggio in Italyôs Northern Tuscany, 1944-45 vs. attacking LaSpezia in Liguria, Italy, April 1945; Both maps see:  U.S. Army Military History 

 

Throughout the 1944-45 second half of the Italian Campaign, the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
Infantry Division had advanced on foot 3,000 square miles over fortified rugged mountainous terrains 
with many individual Black troopers fighting well and in patrols or advancing under enemy artillery fire, 
ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ²ƘƛǘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŘƛǎŀǎǘǊƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƴŜŦŦective in any offensive combat, while the 
entire ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ remained effective only in defensive combat positions. Moreover, the 
U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ Division was often unable to keep unit cohesion under fire as it suffered the 
largest number of stragglers and deserters (compared to all U.S. military units), which forced it to further 
divert ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƛƴ ά{ǘǊŀƎƎƭŜǊ [ƛƴŜǎέ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƭƻǎǘ and straggling soldiers. In truth, the U.S. 
92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŦǊƻƴǘŀƎŜ far too large and difficult to manouvre 
for its limited forces (but this was a problem also shared by most Allied forces in Italy forced to fight uphill 
against entrenched German forces, while losing units transferred first to reinforce the more important 
June 1944 Normandy front, and in late-Summer 1944 also the invasion of Southern France. 

Thus, before the main April 1945 last Allied Offensive, Major-General Edward Almond 
commanding the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ Division sought to restore the blighted reputation of his Black 
forces after their defeat at the Christmas 1944 Battle of Garfagnana. He succeeded in convincing Allied 
Headquarters to let him launch a limited άŦŜŜƭŜǊέ divisional Winter attack on 5-8 February 1945 in the 
Serchio sector to determine local enemy strength, to then seek to force through the Strettoia Hill on the 
northern Tuscan coast and cross the Cinquale Canal to finally launch a flank attack to take the city of 
Massa, while using supporting mobile U.S. artillery and armour to bomb German forces garrisoning La 
Spezia naval base with her powerful coastal artillery. But this second attempt boomeranged as the U.S. 
ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ once again in February 1945 to cross the Cinquale Canal on the Italian northern 
Tuscan coast to flank and attack German positions: just as the U.S. 365th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Regiment East 
of the Serchio River took the town of Lama and Mount Della Stella north of Sommocolonia, Axis counter-
attacks by the Italian R.S.I.-Fascist 1st "Italia" Bersaglieri Division alongside German tanks and artillery on 
8-мл CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфпр ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ƭƛƳƛǘed advances in the Serchio Valley. Alongside 
the strategic northern Tuscan coastline, despite three days of rehearsal and massive U.S. artillery, tanks 
ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ¦.S. 370th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ advance on 
tanks in column lost 9 tanks to mines and was then pounded to a stop by German mortars, machine-guns 
and coastal artillery, which prevented its Black engineers from laying any bridge on the Cinquale Canal, 
while bad weather denied any U.S. air support. Also the U.S. 366th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Regiment with 
supporting armor from the Black 758th Tank Battalion attacked along the coast on the far left, but were 
unable to ford the Cinquale Canal in combat, while many demoralized Black units disintegrated as its 
soldiers fled to the rear, leaving their remaining units fully stuck under withering German fire. On the far 
right, the U.S. 371st ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Regiment attacks through the coastal hills was halted by extensive 
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German minefields. Thus, without any bǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘ-carry their supplies across 
the canal and succeeded only in establishing a thin defense line north of the canal despite many German 
counter-attacks. After repeated attacks under heavy enemy fire with very heavy losses, the .ƭŀŎƪ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŦǳǘƛƭŜ άǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎέ and consequently lost morale as 
desertions rose, while few of their White officers were seen on the frontline. Thus, after losing 22 tanks, 
1,100 casualties and 56 trained officers, on 10 February 1945 a furious Major-General Almond called-off 
the U.S. attack and ordered his Black troops to retreat behind the Cinquale Canal.42 

These dual combat failures and retreats by the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴtry 
Division (Christmas 1944 and February 1945 battles) caused extreme consternation at the Anglo-American 
Allied Headquarters, reconfirming among many White U.S. officers the old racist belief that Black soldiers 
ǿŜǊŜ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƻǿŀǊŘǎέ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŦƛǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘt. Worse, although the ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ²ƘƛǘŜ /ommander 
was a World War I veteran, Virginian Major-General Almond always stressed in public that Blacks were 
άinferior to WhitesέΣ ŀƴŘ always complained what ŀ άdifficult assignmentέ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ his U.S. 92nd 
ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜ-training in 1942-44 to actual combat in Italy in 
1944-45, because training these Black soldiers lasted eight months more than U.S. White units, due to 
ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻƻǊ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ άWƛƳ /Ǌƻǿέ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ŀƳong most African-Americans. Also in the field, Major-General 
!ƭƳƻƴŘΩǎ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƘŀƳŜful. On one hand, as wartime 
divisional Commander he repeatedly failed to lead proper counter-attacks in both battles, and then 
oscillated between inaction and inability to organize either an effective defense or a fighting withdrawal. 
On the other, he shamelessly and repeatedly blamed all his combat failures entirely on his άinferior Black 
ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǿ ƳƻǊŀƭŜέ, despite their fighting resolve at Sommocolonia, Barga and Vergemoli, while 
again at the Cinquale Canal Battle he tried to excuse his own disastrous command leadership by blaming 
Ƙƛǎ .ƭŀŎƪ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŦƻǊ άƴƻǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊŘŜǊǎέ and blamed their bad ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ άŎƻǎǘƛƴƎέ 
him any promotion to higher command!  He even said that, άbƻ ²ƘƛǘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƭƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ bŜƎǊƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΗέ43 
 

    
Photo  68:  U.S. 92nd Infantry Division in Montignoso (Massa), 8 April 1945;    Photo 69: wounded U.S. 92nd Infantry Division soldier is carried down steep mountains in the Serchio Valley;  Photo 
70: U.S. Sherman tanks retreat from Ghivizzano to establish a new line of resistance on 27 December 1944;  Photo  71:  Major-General Ed Almond Commander 92nd U.S. Infantry Division, March 
1945;  Photos 68 & 71:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/92nd_Infantry_Division_(United_States);  Photos 72-73:  https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/article/the-battle-of-garfagnana-italys-battle-of-the-bulge/  

 

Although Major-DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ƭƳƻƴŘΩǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ōƛƎƻǘŜŘ Southern racist and had relatively more 
άƳƻŘŜǊƴέ views on relations with African-Americans, his openly derogatory remarks against them while he 
was under the stress of combat were equally and unjustly shared among the White U.S. Military and U.S. 
General Command (yet some of his later bitterness towards Black subordinates in combat most likely were 
aggravated by his private personal losses in combat in Europe of both his only son and only son-in-law). 
Nevertheless, the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ mixed-record remains still debated 
75 years after World War II, but the general consensus also today is that as the only segregated Black formation 
for front-ƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƳōŀǘ Řǳǘȅ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ άǇƻƻǊƭȅ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘΣ ǇƻƻǊƭȅ ƭŜŘΣ Ǉoorly regarded and (not 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/92nd_Infantry_Division_(United_States)
https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/article/the-battle-of-garfagnana-italys-battle-of-the-bulge/
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ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅύ ǇƻƻǊƭȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎέΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ {ǇǊƛƴƎ мфпр ǿƘŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ōǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ 
ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέΦ However, the valorous combat role of several Black units in 1943-44 soon won top-
ranking command support since after the Allied D-Day offensive, when legendary U.S. General George C. 
Patton spearheading his U.S. 3rd Army tank offensive around German defenses, openly changed his earlier 
well-known Southern racist rejection of Black ǘŀƴƪŜǊǎ ŀǎ άƛƴŦŜǊƛƻǊέ and now publicly accepted the U.S. 761st 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Tank Battalion under his command by stressing to them that άhe didƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻƭƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ, 
as long as they killed motherfucking Germanǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ άto make a liar ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦέ44 

Finally, after the surprise devastating German Ardennes offensive, the gate swung open for a larger 
Black G.I. combat role in World War II. Already since their first 1943 combat deployment in North Africa, then 
in Sicily and mainland Italy, the celebrated U.S. 99th tǳǊǎǳƛǘ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ .ƭŀŎƪ ά¢ǳǎƪŜƎŜŜ wŜŘ ¢ŀƛƭǎέ ƘŀŘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ 
as the best Black fighter-pilots. Then augmented by three other Black units to form the 332nd U.S. Fighter Group 
they were deployed in the bloody Allied air-war over Europe by first escorting Anglo-American bomber raids 
over Germany and then also engaging successfully German fighters in dog-fights, resulting in 1,000 medals 
including 150 Distinguished Flying Cross with 76 Black pilots killed in combat and others in tough training. This 
well-publicized record, together with the devastating impact of massive rising U.S. combat losses in both the 
Pacific and Europe (within just six months since D-5ŀȅΩǎ bƻǊƳŀƴŘȅ LƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴ-Occupied France in 
June-!ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпп ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǊŘŜƴƴŜǎΩ hŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜκ.ŀǘtle of the Bulge in Belgium over Christmas 1944), combined 
with mounting domestic political pressures from the African-American community and Liberal political groups, 
finally forced U.S. Supreme Allied Commander in Europe General Dwight Eisenhower to relaȄ ǘƘŜ tŜƴǘŀƎƻƴΩǎ 
opposition to committing more Black soldiers to combat. General Eisenhower was desperate for more troop 
replacements to prepare and sustain the looming Allied massive invasions of both Nazi Germany in Spring 
мфпр ŀƴŘ ƻŦ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ŦƻǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ Ƙeartlands in 1945-1946. Thus, since December 1944 the U.S. European 
/ƻƳƳŀƴŘΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭǎ 9ƛǎŜƴƘƻǿŜǊΣ WƻƘƴ /ΦIΦ [ŜŜ ŀƴŘ tŀǘǘƻƴ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ .ƭŀŎƪ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ 
from existing Black labour/Service units to quickly transfer to newly-independent Black front-line units of 
artillery, tanks, tank-destroyers, quartermaster and support Infantry units, which were rushed into battle 
alongside White U.S. G.I.s by Spring 1945 under the 6th and 12th U.S. Army Groups (4,500 African-Americans 
volunteered, many with cuts in grade and with excellent combat records). Yet U.S. Army Chief of Staff General 
George C. Marshall was horrified of such major changes and while rejecting any full integration of White and 
Black troops in the U.S. Army on the front, he instead did allow all Black replacements to be organized 
exclusively as newly-independent Black front-line small units (platoons, companies and battalions) to fight 
attached to existing larger White formations. Although still poorly trained, by early-1945 these new eager Black 
combat units soon proved themselves superior in battle (from the Ardennes to Germany and Italy) and their 
courage while living and fighting in close quarters with White troops quickly won-over also the admiration of 
many previously racist White Southerners from generals to G.I.s., earning also many combat merit decorations. 
Yet, the U.S. Navy and Marines remained predominantly White in World War II, with only 2% Black sailors by 
early-1943 in service duties, rising to 10% Black draftees by late-1943, but ending as just 5% by late-1945 within 
a massively expanded fleet, with Black sailors only assigned service jobs (the first 13 Black naval officers were 
commissioned only in 1944 and rose to 75 by 1945, but did not command any warship until 1962). Likewise, 
the U.S. Marines had been reluctantly forced to accept a smaller number of Black comrades, that were 
extensively trained like White Marines and first deploy as coastal defense battalions that even overseas saw 
little combat, and many others were usually tasked with the dangerous and demoralizing stevedores duty of 
unloading/loading ammunition and supplies, including 8,000 Black stevedores wading these to shore under 
fire to assist their White comrades at Saipan and Iwo Jima. Yet, by 1944 also Black Marines were able to branch-
out into actual combat with strong performances at Saipan, Peleliu, Iwo Jima and Okinawa, earning the 
admiration ŀǎ άŜǉǳŀƭ aŀǊƛƴŜǎέ ōȅ once reluctant officers, like U.S. Marines Commander General Alexander 
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Vandergrift (yet in World War II of the 7 Black Marines Officer candidates only oneτFrederick C. Branch--who 
had already served as a combat Marine enlisted man was commissioned by November 1945 and continued to 
serve with distinction in the Korean War). Finally, virtually no Blacks in the Women Auxiliary Corps (WACs) 
were allowed either in the U.S. Navy or Marines, serving only on the άIomefrontέ ŀƴŘ abroad as postal 
workers and nurses (yet in Europe many African-American WACs were dismayed that most Black Servicemen 
preferred, when possible, to date local White women and prostitutes instead of Black women).45 

In Italy, the Allied Command saw it vital for the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 
Division to quickly mount a break-through offensive on the western-most άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ǘƻ conquer by 
Spring 1945 the R.S.I. Fascist Italian naval base of La Spezia and then seize the strategic port of Genova, 
which was the second largest Italian port after Naples and third one in the Mediterranean Sea after Naples 
and Marseilles (both already in Allied hands with the former by October 1943 and the latter by late-
Summer 1944). But after months of inconclusive frontline combat in late-1944 the ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ were 
still stuck in-place in difficult mountain terrain against formidable German defenses, with its divisional 
strength severely weakened, while now it was openly deemed ŀƴ άƛƴŦŜǊƛƻǊέ ƴƻƴ-combat-ready formation 
by both U.S. and German commands (the latter judged their U.S. Black enemies as poorly led, unable to 
exploit the terrain and lacking tenacity). Thus, the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ notorious άfailureέ 
under fire, just like that suffered by their World War I predecessors, forced U.S. Army Chief of Staff General 
George Marshall to fully re-organize his only combat Black Infantry Division in Europe (a view still held 
until 1970s by Newsweek ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ нрth anniversary). Yet, despite openly 
encouraging Black combat ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ in U.S. logistics 
units throughout Allied-occupied Europe, it was too difficult to quickly raise enough combat-trained 
replacements for the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ Division. Allied Command in Europe decided to send back 
into combat inside the vital Serchio Valley only its best unit, the 371st U.S. ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΣ 
to redeploy under U.S. IV Corps military control, while siphoning all better Black troops to join the U.S. 
370th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǊŜbuild its strength, and sending to the rear for months of 
re-training the weakest U.S. 366th and 365th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘs with its substandard soldiers. 
At the same time, the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ Division combat effectiveness was bolstered by 
attaching two new units, the White U.S. 473rd Infantry Regiment (anti-aircraft gunners retrained as 
Infantrymen) and the Nisei Japanese-American 442nd Infantry Regiment (one of the most decorated one 
of the U.S. Army). This re-structured U.S. 92nd Infantry Division (ironically renamed ǘƘŜ άwŀƛƴōƻǿ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴέ 
became the U.S. Army's only fully integrated and multi-ethnic formation down to the regimental level 
(now comprising less than 2% of all African-Americans soldiers in the U.S. Army) and finally enjoyed great 
success from late-{ǇǊƛƴƎ мфпр ǘƻ ǿŀǊΩǎ ŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ мфпо-1945 
Italian Campaign. On 9-10 April the re-structured U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέκάwŀƛƴōƻǿέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
their supporting tank-destroyers finally breached quickly the North-²Ŝǎǘ DŜǊƳŀƴ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Ligurian coast and rolled into the key port of Massa-Carrara, taking the local German garrison by surprise, 
with many still eating breakfast, but were still driven back by staunch enemy resistance. In a supporting 
maneuver, the Nisei Japanese-American 442nd Infantry Regiment pushed forward through the mountains 
ŀƴŘ ŦƭŀƴƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǎƛŘŜΣ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мл ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ 
Though bitter fighting the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέκάwŀƛƴōƻǿέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ pressed forward against 
redeploying German reserves and battle-tanks, until the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ tank-destroyers 
engaged in a six-Řŀȅǎ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ ŘǳŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ōŀǘǘŜǊƛŜǎ ŀǘ [ŀ {ǇŜȊƛŀΩǎ Punta Bianca firing 
over 11,000 rounds until the Germans were finally forced to retreat by 20 April.46 
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The fighting had left so much destruction that the Americans were unable to move forward, even 
with their sturdy mule-trains, while the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾision was overwhelmed 
with Axis POWs. At the same time, Italian Partisans were also fighting at La Spezia, and on April 24 the 
White U.S. 473rd Infantry Regiment entered the city. But the big change came the next day on 25 April 
1945 when all pro-Allies Italian Partisan groups inside German-occupied Northern Italy staged a successful 
urban insurrection with local blue-collar Communist workers to liberate the most important key industrial 
cities (Turin, Milan, Genova, Bologna, Venice), followed by a final Allied offensive rushing to liberate 
Northern Italy and deny local control to the Italian Partisans (all unceremoniously quickly disarmed by 
arriving Anglo-American forces). TƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǎǇŜŀǊƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ ¦Φ{Φ птоrd Infantry 
Regiment and supporting tank-ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜǊǎ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘƛǎŀƴǎΩ άƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜŘέ Genova. In their own sectors, 
the U.S. 370th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ппнnd Nisei Japanese-American Infantry Regiments blocked the Cisa Pass and 
prevented two German divisions from escaping. From late-April to early-May 1945, the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ Lǘŀƭȅ, eventually capturing 24,000 German Prisoners of 
War (POWs), but its limited advances were alternated by forced sudden retreats when repulsed by 
Germans formatiƻƴǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ƻƴ мл aŀȅ мфпр ό.ŜǊƭƛƴΩǎ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ƻƴ 
2 May 1945, did not stop retreating German units in Italy to keep fighting to the end against Italian 
Partisans and Allied forces, despite an official cease-fire to end all hostilities). Allied forces were ecstatic 
over their final successful drive into Northern Italy, although this difficult front remained the last active 
combat area a full week after the official end of war in Europe. 

Yeǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘǘŜǊǎǿŜŜǘ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΥ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ !ƴƎƭƻ-American military 
establishment remained unmoved in their general critical views that the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέκέwŀƛƴōƻǿέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ with its мнΣупс .ƭŀŎƪ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ όн҈ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜƳŜƴ ƛƴ ²orld 
War II) still remained a disappointing failure, despite finally ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ǘƻ 
conquer their mission tasks of Massa-Carrara and La Spezia, followed by Genova, at the total wartime 
cost of 2,848-to-3,750 deaths, 2,187 wounded and 556 POWs, while capturing over 24,000 German 
prisoners and earning 12,000 combat decorations: 2 Medals of Honor/Distinguished Service Cross to 
First Lieutenant John R. Fox for his multiple combat actions against German machine-gun nests in the 
Serchio Valley on 26 December 1944, and First-Lieutenant Vernon J. BakerΩǎ ǳƴƛǘ for unsupported 
valorous combat near Viareggio on 5-6 April 1945 (19 of his 25 men died and he was reluctantly awarded 
by General Almond the Distinguished Service Cross, while both were awarded Medals of Honor only by 
1997 by U.S. President Bill Clinton;  1 Army Distinguished Service Cross;  208 Silver Stars;  16 Legions of 
Merit Awards;  6 Soldier's Medals;  1,166 Bronze Stars;  1,891 Purple Hearts;  8 Orders of the Crown of 
Italy;  17 Italian Military Cross for Military Valor;  22  Italian Military Cross for Merit in War;  and 1 
Brazilian War Medal. The U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Division were recently depicted in both 
the 2003 novel of James McBride and the 2008 Disney film dƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ {ǇƛƪŜ [ŜŜ άaƛǊŀŎƭŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ !ƴƴŀέ 
focused on the combat struggles of four trapped Black G.I.s in a Tuscan village of the devastated Serchio 
Valley after the German massacre of 500 inhabitants of the nearby villagŜ ƻŦ {ŀƴǘΩ Anna di Stazzema.47 
 

       
1) ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΤ  2) book cover of James McBride, Miracle at St Anna;  3) First-Lieutenant John R. Fox;  4-5) First-Lieutenant Vernon J. Baker and at Vernon BakerΩǎ мффт aŜŘŀƭ ƻŦ 

Honor ceremony with President Bill Clinton; 6)  First-Lieutenant Rothacker Smith. All photos U.S. Army. 
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Some oǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ фнnd ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ First-
Lieutenants John Fox and Vernon Baker which were among seven African-Americans awarded the Medal 
of Honor for combat in World War II, plus Second-Lieutenant Rothacker Smith and Sergeant William Perry:  

¶ First-Lieutenant John R. Fox from Cincinnati, Ohio, was a university graduate who first served in the 
366th ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ όŀ ǳnique unit with all Black officers except their White 
commander. His unit was eventually sent to Naples, Italy, and attached to the 92nd ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Infantry Division in Tuscany. He fought tenaciously in the Serchio River Valley Sector near 
Sommocolonia with a small observer group on 26 December 1944, while the 92nd Infantry Division 
had retreated under heavy German fire. After ordering his men to retreat, he remained on-post to 
observe the advancing Germans that had already surrounded him and ordered by radio that his 
battalion commander to fire artillery rounds upon his own position, even if this meant certain death: 
άCƛǊŜ ƛǘΗ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ DƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŜƭƭΗέ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǎǳƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ ōŀǊǊŀƎŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ 
both Fox and 100 German soldiers, ŘŜƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΩǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ¦Φ{Φ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ 
units were reorganized against the German attack. Yet despite his heroism and death, he was denied 
the Medal of Honor. He received posthumously in 1982 the Distinguished Service Cross, and finally 
in 1997 was awarded posthumously after 50 years the Medal of Honor by U.S. President Bill Clinton. 

¶ First-Lieutenant Vernon J. Baker from New Orleans, Louisiana and raised in Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
was commissioned officer in command of a weapons platoon in the segregated 370th U.S. Infantry 
Regiment of the 92nd ¦Φ{Φ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ Infantry Division. In Tuscany he fought many 
dangerous night patrols until wounded in action. He then led the 1st Battalion to Castel Aghinolfi 
hoping to take the local German artillery position (three earlier attempts had been repulsed), but 
again the Germans quickly counter-attacked. Left in-charge after his White commander fled, after 
losing 19 of his men, Baker and his surviving eight men squad rationed ammunition while fighting, 
until forced to retreat. He still remained behind and single-handedly destroyed several German 
machine-gun emplacements. The next night he led a surprise strike to secure the mountain 
objective. He was awarded in 1945 the Distinguished Service Cross, and remained in Italy in 
command of U.S. Occupation forces until February 1947. After U.S. military desegregation he 
commanded an all-White airborne company. He was awarded in 1997 the Medal of Honor 50 years 
later by U.S. President Bill Clinton, but was the only ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊέ ŀƳƻƴƎ seven awardees. 

¶ Second-Lieutenant Rothacker Smith joined the Army as a Conscientious Objector and trained as a 
medic/surgical technician at Camp Stewart in Georgia, then posted to the 2nd Battalion, Medical 
Section, 366th ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ (a unique, separate regiment with no White officers). 
Initially, abroad his Black regiment guarded air bases and ammunition dépôts, with Second-
Lieutenant Rothacker Smith provided mobile medical support for the M.P.s and troops. In Italy he 
(like U.S. Sergeant Roy Caldwood), learned Italian, felt liberated and accepted by the locals regardless 
of his colour. By late-November-to-December, the 366th ¦Φ{Φ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ was 
ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ Tuscan front to the 92nd ¦Φ{Φ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ, but 
its commanding General Edward Almond, instead of welcoming these Black reinforcements told 
them on 1 December that he had not asked for them and ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳΥ άL ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜƴŘ ŦƻǊ 
you. Your Negro newspapers, Negro politicians, and White friends have insisted on your seeing 
ŎƻƳōŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ L ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎΦέ Later, during the 
German surprise Offensive of Garfagnana on 26 December 1944, as a forward aid station medic 
and then as a medic for a machine-gun squad in a house in the Serchio River Valley Sector near 
Sommocolonia until wounded by shrapnel through his shoulder.  Smith was injured just 500 meters 
away from the observation tower where First-Lieutenant John R. Fox as a forward observer was 
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killed in the U.S. artillery barrage he called for on his position to stop the Germans. Smith and other 
wounded Black G.I.s feared that the Germans would kill wounded Black troops, rather than take 
them as prisoners of war (POWs), but soon he was captured by the Germans and forced to walk 50 
miles as a POW in extreme pain (he knew that if he collapsed his capturers would shoot him dead), 
until he was confined to a German POWs Lager first in Italy and by April in Germany until late-April 
1945 when he was liberated soon after ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ рс POWs.48 

 
ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ aŜmoirs: Last Living Legacy of 102-Years-Old Bronze Star Sergeant Roy Caldwood vs. the 
Role of U.S. 92nd 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ .ƭŀŎƪ M.P.s at Coltano POWs Internment Camp on Ezra Pound & Giose Rimanelli 

One of the last living World War II G.I.s and African-American from the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ 102-years-old (by Spring 2024) Bronze Star-veteran Sergeant (ret.) Roy J. Caldwood, 
from Harlem in New York City and recently living in Florida, who gave a moving oral testimonial of his 
wartime experiences at Saint Leo University, near Tampa, Florida on 26 October 2023 to a packed 
academic and community audience. Caldwood began his extraordinary life journey as a New York City-born 
smallish, thin, light-skinned African-American had lived a semi-sheltered life during the 1930s in racially-
mixed Harlem where both parents worked hard to eke a bare-minimum living, but his own sense of justice 
was offended when as a 9-years-old he was refused a job to help Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέΣ ŀƴŘ 
when he later had also to confront personal bigoted taunts by White boys his age by always took the 
initiative to desperately fight these numeroǳǎ ōǳƭƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ άǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǎŎrŀǇŜǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŜǿΦ 
¢ƘŜǎŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ /ŀƭŘǿƻƻŘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜ saw an enlistment 
advertisement and came to the conclusion that even as a routinely racially discriminated African-American 
at home he was convinced that eventually domestic racism would fade away, but everybody else would be 
so much worse-off if America remained neutral and Nazi Germany under Adolf Hitler won World War II.  
Thus, he volunteered as an Infantryman in the U.S. Army in 1943-1945. Given his education he soon trained 
initially at Fort Patrick Henry in Virginia as a medic in the sanitation outfit of a U.S. ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ όnon-
combat) Regiment, which was better than just using a shovel to dig trenches for combat forces. However, 
the strong racial tensions permeating Southern Army Bases between White and Black G.I.s., left Caldwood 
and all other Black G.I.s segregated even within their own mixed-forces base in Virginia, and they were 
even regularly forced to sit behind White soldiers at the back of the base's film theatre during shows, 
regardless of whom got there first. His repeated complaints were dismissed by his superiors who felt 
trapped by racist Virginia State laws. Thus, by late-1943 after reading an article on the military newspaper 
Stars & Stripes seeking combat Black volunteers, he secured a transfer to Fort Huachuca in Arizona to join 
the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ .ƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳōŀt 
division for operations in Europe (while the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ 
deployed to the Southern Pacific). However, he soon also regretted leaving his original segregated unit in 
Virginia once he learned that weeks after he had left a group of equally incensed Black G.I.s had stood up 
against the base's film theatre segregation by openly arming themselves and threatening a riot, which led 
the U.S. Base Commander to immediately repeal such senseless segregation. At the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ /ŀƭŘǿƻƻŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ combat-medic now attached to 
ǘƘŜ wŜŎƻƴƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ Lǘŀƭȅ ƛƴ Fall 1944, although he himself 
as a medic was at that time bed-ǊƛŘŘŜƴ ōȅ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴŎŜ ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
he was being left behind he surreptitiously escaped from a hospital back window rushing to join his unit 
on the last departing troop-transport ship for Italy. 

After landing in Naples, Italy, the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ with 
Caldwood were initially deployed to the front in LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Northern Tuscany region. While regrouping in the 
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rear before renewed combat, Caldwood displayed often a quiet, but determined diplomatic touch based on 
circumstances to respectfully stand-up and side-step his racist White NCOs and officers when they openly 
disrespected and discriminated against both Black servicemen and the local Italian population, using his 
quick common-sense wits by taking the initiative to do the right thing at any cost. One constant example 
ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊǎΩ ŦŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ .ƭŀŎƪ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǳǎŜ ǎƛŎƪ ƭŜŀǾŜ as opportunity to skip frontline patrols, so 
Caldwood being one of the U.S. 92nd 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƳŜŘƛcs always volunteered himself into the field as a combat-
medic replacement every time he personally had to pull-out for temporary hospital sick leave any Black G.I. 
he deemed too sick to fight, so that the combat unit would still remain at full strength to the satisfaction of 
its White officers. Another example ǿŀǎ /ŀƭŘǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŦƻǊŎŜ a stubborn White officer to 
postpone live fire mortar training that threatened to kill meandering local Italian cows in the targeted field: 
he rushed ahead at the risk of his own life to warn Tuscan farmers to gather away their livestock, as well as 
later always providing humanitarian medical care also to local Italian civilians in his own area of operations. 
In time, as his quick knowledge of Italian and valour on the field made him highly regarded by his White 
officers, who stopped questioning any longer his common-sense judgement and instead themselves became 
dependent on his medical expertise, language skills and combat analysis whenever his own Reconnaissance 
Company slogged on foot up roadless Tuscan mountains ahead of the main U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
Division to gather intelligence on the DŜǊƳŀƴ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ any Allied attack. Caldwood 
was never a good hiker, but his Black Reconnaissance Company never had modern equipment and had to 
improvise both foot and mules patrols or supplies, and his drive had him rewarded with promotions to 
Corporal and then Sergeant by Spring 1945, when his unit was finally upgraded with modern light armoured-
cars by the time that last Axis impenetrable front did finally collapse in late-April-to-early-May 1945. 
Sergeant /ŀƭŘǿƻƻŘΩǎ Reconnaissance Company moved to the outskirts of Viareggio Beach, then to the key 
Italian naval base of La Spezia and later to the Ligurian Apennine mountains where German forces were 
reluctantly and slowly retreating in order, while still fighting both the Allies and local Italian Partisans.49 
 

        
Photos  62-63-64-65-66-67 of the U.S. 92nd ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò Infantry Division in Italy 1944-45:  Photo 66:  U.S. 92nd ñBuffalo Soldiersò Sergeant Roy J. Caldwood;  Photo 62:  Private Roy J. 
Caldwood U.S. Army I.D. Papers, September 1944; Photo 63:  Private Roy Caldwood with comrade on Liberty Leave 1944;  Photo 64:  Private Roy Caldwood in Italy Fall 1944;  Photo 65:  Private Roy 
Caldwood in a  Reconnaissance Jeep Fall 1944;  Photos 66-67:  U.S. 92nd ñBuffalo Soldiersò Sergeant Roy J. Caldwoodôs Bronze Star;  Photos 62-63-64-65-66-66-67:  R.J. Caldwood Collection. 

 

At the end of World War II in Europe (April-May 1945), Axis forces in Italy were officially surrendered 
to the Allies by Field-Marshall Kesselring on 28 April 1945, but kept fighting against Italian Partisans until 10 
May in this last theater of combat as German forces retreated in order towards Switzerland and Austria. 
Finally, by early-May 1945 at the northernmost point of advance for the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ 
a key crossroad leading to an isolated Italian village and the interior remained strenuously defended by its 
ƭƻŎŀƭ άDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέ DŜǊƳŀƴ ƎŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ, but die fighting blocking under artillery 
fire this strategic ǊƻŀŘ ŘǳōōŜŘ άtǳǊǇƭŜ half-stretchέΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ /ŀƭŘǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǳƴƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳǳŎƘ 
delayed arrival of the bulk of the 92nd U.S. Division to destroy this nest of German bunkers, he had made 
contact with the isolated Italian village and with his superiors authorization he and two other disarmed Black 
soldiers with Red Cross medics insignias and white flags escorted a large group of hungry local civilian 
women to get food in a nearby U.S.-occupied town, but the G.I.s almost had heart attacks when they realized 
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they were all forced to bypass the nearby German hold-outs on the notorious άtǳǊǇƭŜ ƘŀƭŦ-ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘέ road, yet 
without eliciting any hostile response from the hidden enemy. However, upon returning with very little food, 
that same female group escorted by Caldwood and his two other Black G.I.s was suddenly fired upon by the 
Germans forcing the terrorized women and U.S. medics to shelter behind a country wall. Soon Caldwood 
quickly noticed that all German mortar rounds never hit their άǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘέ group, but exploded well beyond 
all around them, so he interpreted this unusual combat behavior by the otherwise highly-precise German 
artillery fire as actual secret signaling that they were not going to kill them all, but instead were ready to 
surrender if offered the chance. After being pinned down awhile in this way under mortar fire, Caldwood 
decided to test his critical-thinking hunch by courageously getting out of the hiding shelter and risked his life 
by sitting alone on the wall, fully exposed to the hidden German fire until it ended without casualties and 
the group was allowed to leave safely and unharmed. 

Caldwood then reported to his superiors his analysis on this very odd German behavior and proposed 
to return to the spot with a white flag to entice the Germans to surrender now that the war was clearly over 
before the rest of the U.S. 92nd Division would arrive to reduce that whole area to rubble. His intuition was 
correct when the lonely Sergeant Caldwood soon saw the entire local German garrison of 600 men surrender 
quietly to him and follow him on foot to the U.S. forward camp, where he then ordered them in formation 
and personally inspected each of them so that all these tall ά!Ǌȅŀƴέ German warriors indoctrinated by Hitler 
as racially supreme would see that their lone άŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǊέ was a thin, short Black U.S. G.I.s.; the Germans in 
turn confided to him that they had believed they could safely surrender without risk of being killed once 
they saw how Caldwood and his unarmed medical unit were performing dangerous humanitarian services 
for Italian female civilians. For this action, Sergeant Caldwood received a Bronze Star medal for valour (also 
remarkable because in both World Wars Black soldiers often received fewer commendations than their 
White comrades in similar combat situations), while his units was allowed to garrison at the pleasant beach-
town of Viareggio throughout the rest of 1945, being well-received by the local Italian civilians and children 
(one of the local men even invited him to his home to eat and showed him with pride his collection of 
American Jazz records, that had been long hidden to escape LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Fascist censorship). Sergeant Caldwood, 
who had already managed the άƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜέ of inviting to lunch at his forward base both his malnourished 
local Italian female friends together with his White U.S. officers. Local Italian civilians and friends often 
encouraged him to remain and live with them in picturesque Tuscany after the war, rather than return to a 
still segregated America, where Caldwood knew that even ex-enemy German POWs were being accepted 
because they were White, while African-Americans would never be. But Caldwood was hopeful that 
eventually even back home Black segregation was starting to wane down, so once he his division was 
ordered to be repatriated and decommissioned by November-December 1945 he too opted to return to his 
native New York City and life as a civilian in a still hostile society. άLƴ World War II the reason why there were 
so many highly decorated Black veterans was because they were proving that we all are Americans, we have 
the right to fight, and we have a right to show you our value. We are proud of our veterans Χ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ 
back and made life better for their children and grandchildren Χ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅΦέ50 
 

     
Photos  72-73-74-75 of U.S. 92nd ñColoredò ñBuffalo Soldiersò Infantry Division in Italy 1945; Photo  68:  U.S. 92nd ñBuffalo Soldiersò Infantry Divisionôs Corporal Roy Caldwood with Bazooka 

1944;    Photo  72:  U.S. 92nd ñBuffalo Soldiersò Infantry Divisionôs Sergeant Roy Caldwood  (Right) at Camp in Italy, 1945;  Photos  73-74: Sergeant Roy Caldwood  with Shades (Center seated 

on U.S. Armoured Car), Italy 1945;  Photo  75:  Sergeant Roy Caldwood with Shades (Right seated) at a Bar in the city of Viareggio in Tuscany, Italy 1945;  All photos Roy J. Caldwood Collection. 
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By June 1945 the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ƘŀŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭƛƴǉǳƛǎƘŜŘ 
ƛǘǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ άwŀƛƴōƻǿέ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ U.S. 442nd (Nisei Japanese-American) and 473rd (White) Regiments, 
while re-integrating its now fully re-trained old U.S. 369th and 371st Black Regiments. Further final re-
training ensued in Summer 1945 and then local patrolling operations in Fall 1945. Meanwhile, the U.S. 
92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛǘǎ .ƭŀŎƪ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ tƻƭƛŎŜ όaΦtΦύ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ for 
extensive POWs guard duties, then took over from the British Army in May-September 1945 at the U.S.-
run secret Allied five POWs Internment Camps for Italian R.S.I. Fascists POWs in Tuscany:  the infamous 
PWE 337 (at Coltano, south of Pisa) and PWE 334 (at Scandicci, near Florence), plus two additional smaller 
camps for German POWs at PWE 336 and PWE 338 (also at Coltano), as well as Allied Camp PWE 335 (at 
Metato, near Florence) only for detained U.S. G.I.s over disciplinary breaches. At the infamous POWs 
Internment Camp PWE 337 of Coltano 35,000-to-33,300 Italian R.S.I. Fascists POWs were interned (the 
decreasing number indicates over 200 escapes and countless secret deaths of inmates covered-up by the 
U.S. Army until late-September 1945. With the U.S. turning over POWs administration to post-war 
democratic Italy in late-September 1945 for later war-crime trials of the indicted infamous R.S.I. POWs, 
PWE 335 was closed and all four other POWs Camps were consolidated at PWE 337 Coltano and revealed 
to the Italian press, while POWs were investigated for war-crimes trials by the Second Post-War Italian 
government of national unity (combining under Allied pressure the rival Savoy monarchical άYƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘέ with the republican Partisan Committee of National Liberation--Northern Italy), until a cleaned-
up and near-empty Camp Coltano was finally closed in early-1946. 

The most notorious POW at Coltano was the controversial American Fascist poet-in-exile Ezra 
Pound (1885-1972) detained in May-November 1945, who had lived outside the U.S. since 1908 in Europe 
(he was friend of G.B. Shaw, T.S. Elliot, W.B. Yeats, Ernest Hemingway, James Joyce and many famous 
literati) and mostly in Italy (1908, 1924-45 & 1958-72) where he was a strong supporter of Benito 
aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ ǊŞƎƛƳŜΦ Iƛǎ άǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƳƻǊǘŀƭ ǎƛƴέ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL ŀǎ ǘƘŜ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ 
ǊŞƎƛƳŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŀƴǘƛ-Semite American celebrity who refused to repatriate to America after its entry into 
World War II (6-11 December 1941) and worse authored hundreds of radio propaganda broadcasts 
condemning the Allies and urged invading U.S. soldiers in Italy not to fight and instead to desert. 
Condemned in absentia for treason as an enemy collaborator by the U.S. District Court of Washington, D.C. 
in July 1943, once both aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ wΦ{ΦLΦ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ Republic of Saló and Nazi Germany collapsed in May 1945 
he was arrested at home in Tuscany by Italian Partisans, turned-over to the Allies and imprisoned for high 
treason as a Fascist political POW at the AlliesΩ Coltano Prison Camp. Here he was punished with three 
weeks of an inhuman internment isolated in a 6x6 feet outdoors reinforced steel cage in the middle of the 
camp open to the hot sun and rain in May 1945 until he went on a hunger-strike, collapsed and was 
hospitalized, later briefly transferred out to another Allied POW Camp. Finally, on 18 November he was 
deported back to America, where he was declared mentally unfit for his war-crimes trial and forcibly 
locked-ǳǇ ƛƴ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ мн ȅŜŀǊǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ άŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴέ ŀǎ άƛƴŎǳǊŀōƭȅ ƛƴǎŀƴŜέ ŀǘ DŀƭƭƛƴƎŜǊ 
Hospital and then at the Howard Hall Maximum Security Ward of St. Elizabeth Psychiatric Hospital in 
Washington, D.C. until his release on 7 May 1958.51 

 

      
Photo 75:  Italian Fascist Dictator Benito Mussolini in R.S.I. 1943-45;  Photo 75:  Giose Rimanelli as 1944-пр wΦ{ΦLΦ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ άaŀǊŎƻ [ŀǳŘŀǘƻέ ŘŜǇƛŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфсм ŦƛƭƳ ά¢ƛǊƻ ŀƭ tƛŎŎƛƻƴŜέ όά{Ƙƻƻǘ ǘƘŜ tƛƎŜƻƴέύ ōȅ Dƛǳƭƛŀƴƻ aƻƴǘŀƭŘƻΤ   
Photo 76:  Giose Rimanelli in 1950s;   Photo 72. WW 2  U.S. Infantry M1 Helmet (with camouflage net)    Photo 73. WW 2 U.S. 92nd LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ aΦtΦ {ǘŜƴŎƛƭ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊέ IŜƭƳŜǘ     tƘƻǘƻ тпΦ ¦Φ{Φ 92nd 
Military Police, Italy 1945 reviewed by their Commander Major-General Ed Arnold;    https://www.warhats.com/store/p97/92d-Infantry-Division-MP-Stencil-Buffalo-Soldiers.html#/     https://www.nationalww2museum.org/death-of-benito-mussolini 

 

 

https://www.warhats.com/store/p97/92d-Infantry-Division-MP-Stencil-Buffalo-Soldiers.html#/


 Florida  Political  Chronicle vol.30, n.2 (2023) 
 

- 61 - 

 

Then 70-years-old, Ezra Pound swiftly abandoned his detested home-country for a renewed voluntary 
exile in Northern Italy near Merano in the German-speaking region of Süd Tirol/Alto Adige to live in the 
Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴƻǳǎ ŎŀǎǘƭŜ {ŎƘƭƻǎǎ .ǊǳƴƴŜƴōǳǊƎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ƙǳǎband Prince von Rachewiltz 
όǘƘŜ ǘƻǊǘǳƻǳǎ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎǘƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǊŜƴŀƳŜŘ ά9ȊǊŀ tƻǳƴŘ !ƭƭŜȅέύΦ 9ȊǊŀ tƻǳƴŘ was hounded 
by the Italian press for interviews that he rejected, until he relented for a single interview in 1958 (see 
attached interview photo in the second set of photos below) requesting that it be done only by newly-famous 
Italian journalist and neo-Realist literature writer Giose Rimanelli (1925-2018), who had met him while both 
were POWs and young Rimanelli was among few to befriend a humiliated caged 9ȊǊŀ tƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ 
Coltano POWs Camp PWE 337 for Italian R.S.I. Fascists POWs in May-June 1945 (see attached first set of 
photos below of Coltano Camp and Ezra Pound). At that time, Giose Rimanelli had been a young 18-years-old 
Italian R.S.I. POW, often luckily skirting death: at age 17 he fled the impoverished Molise region in Southern 
Italy as a passenger on the last German truck retreating from the Allied advance in Fall 1943 to reach Venice 
where he enrolled at the university, but was soon forcibly άpressed into serviceέ (compulsory military duty) 
by a German-R.S.I. raid in Piazza San Marco of all Italian civilian men, trained and transferred to serve into a 
German Luftwaffe anti-air battery outside Mestre in early-1944 from where he quickly deserted and escaped 
to Milan where he was again instantly arresteŘ ŀƴŘ άǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ (instead of being turned-over 
to the Germans for execution as deserter) ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ wΦ{ΦLΦ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ ά.ƭŀŎƪ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜǎέ made mostly 
of άǳƴǊŜŘŜŜƳŀōƭŜέ young Fascist soldiers (16-to-20s years-old) eager to avenge the surprise surrender and 
collapse of Fascist Italy (1923-43) ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎ ƻƴ у {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпо ŀƴŘ aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ consequent 
imprisonment (until liberated by a German élite unit), supporting to the bitter end his last-ditch R.S.I. Fascist 
régime of Saló (1943-45) realigned with Nazi Germany.  ¢ƘŜ wΦ{ΦLΦ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ ά.ƭŀŎƪ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜǎέ άaέ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ά¢ŀƎƭƛŀƳŜƴǘƻέ [ŜƎƛƻƴ was an élite unit fighting difficult counter-guerrilla mountain raids throughout 
Northern Italy against local pro-Allies Partisans operating behind front-lines, with a reluctant young Rimanelli 
assigned mostly to administrative duties a dangerous undercover infiltration raid of a Partisan town where 
he was lightly wounded in late-1944 and later promoted at age 18 as R.S.I. Sergeant. By end-April 1945 in 
combat in the northern Lombardy region against anti-CŀǎŎƛǎǘ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ ά!ȊƛƻƴŜ Ŝ [ƛōŜǊŀȊƛƻƴŜέ tŀǊǘƛǎŀƴǎ Giose 
wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ ά.ƭŀŎƪ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜǎέ ǳƴƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǿƛǇŜŘ-out and he with few others were captured alive instead 
of being executed on the field. After debriefing, the ά!ȊƛƻƴŜ Ŝ [ƛōŜǊŀȊƛƻƴŜέ Partisans turned him and other 
captured R.S.I. Fascist POWs to the arriving forward British Army in the area, instead of later secretly 
executing them like often done ƛƴ άƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎέ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ the larger infamous Communist Partisans 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDŀǊƛōŀƭŘƛ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜέ όƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŀƭ {ƻǾƛŜǘ ¦ƴƛƻƴύ throughout 
Summer 1945. Indeed, at the same time in nearby mountain gorges between Switzerland and Austria a 
retreating German-Italian column had been forced to leave behind the defeated Fascist Dictator Benito 
Mussolini and his small entourage in exchange for clearing a stand-off ambush by the intransigent Communist 
άDŀǊƛōŀƭŘƛέ Partisans, who soon secretly executed the captured ά5ǳŎŜέ, his young lover Claretta Petacci and 
few others on 28 April 1945 (apparently violating British joint-Allied orders by Conservative British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill to capture Mussolini alive), then ignominiously exposing at dawn their corpses 
upside-Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ aƛƭŀƴΩǎ tƛŀȊȊŀƭŜ [ƻǊŜǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜre soon obscenely mutilated by enraged pro-
Communist civilians, forcing the same Communist Partisans to surreptitiously return that same night to 
remove those dejected remains and secretly bury them in parts unknown. 

As news of these infamous events spread like wildfire, both the POWs Giose Rimanelli and Enrico 
Cestari openly blessed their own good luck for having been captured alƛǾŜ ŀǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ άAzione e 
Liberazioneέ tŀǊǘƛǎŀƴǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ and many other R.S.I. returning veterans who were brutally 
executed by Communist Partisans from late-April to Summer 1945. Unbeknownst to all until many decades 
after the war, those same infamous Communist Partisans were revealed to also have pocketed for their Italian 
Communist PŀǊǘȅ aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ a mysterious briefcases full of secret documents, until in Summer 
1945 the recently electorally-defeated ex-Prime Minister Churchill made a big show of vacationing in post-war 
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Northern Italy to paint its Alpine mountains, while secretly negotiating with those Communist Partisans the 
bribed covert turn-over to him only ƻŦ aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ ōǊƛŜŦŎŀǎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ containing incriminating official 
correspondence that Churchill had strenuously successfully kept under wraps during World War II, despite 
aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ōƭŀŎƪƳŀƛƭ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ мфпр ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ. These secret incriminating 
documents were finally uncovered only 75 years later by 2020, exposing unknown secret British Intelligence 
ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфмт  ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ǘƻ ōƻƭǎǘŜǊ aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ tŀǊǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻ-Allied and pro-British 
client against an imminent Italian collapse in the Great War and against all pressures by Catholic neutralist 
forces to abandon the Allies for an immediate armistice with Germany and Austria-Hungary following their 
1917-18 stunning victories from Caporetto to the Piave; further secret British post-war funds continued to help 
build-up the Fascist Party as a covert pro-British ultra-wƛƎƘǘƛǎǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ άwŜŘ 
¢ƘǊŜŀǘέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘΤ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ ǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ-1923 also suspected but unproven secret 
bribes to his family in exchange for exclusive British oil exploration contracts in Libya, all of which had been 
ultimately uncovered and quietly turned over in 1924 by a short-lived British Labour government to Italian 
anti-Fascist Socialist Parliamentarian Giacomo Matteotti, precipitating his own infamous assassination in June 
мфнп ōȅ aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ŧǳƭƭ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ ŘƛŎǘŀǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ р WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфнрΦ52 
 

       
Photos 76-77-78:  U.S. POWs Camp  PWE 337 for Italian R.S.I.-Fascists at Coltano (south of Pisa), Italy, Summer 1945 (with third photo holding at bottom corner photo of 19-years-old Giose Rimanelli 
also imprisoned there);   Photos 79-80:  U.S. mug-shot of U.S. poet-in-exile Ezra Pound arrested Italian Partisans, detained as POW by the Allies in May-November 1945 and held in punishment 
3 weeks in reinforced open steel cage on far left exposed to sun and rain at secret U.S.-run Allies POWs Internment Camp PWE 337 of Coltano for Italian R.S.I. Fascists POWs    
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezra_Pound#/media/File:Ezra_Pound_1945_May_26_mug_shot.jpg   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezra_Pound#/media/File:Security_cages_where_Ezra_Pound_was_held,_Pisa,_Italy,_1945_(2).JPG 

 

/ƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ Coltano POWs Camp PWE 337, U.S. Army Camp Commander 
Brigadier-General Fry sought to reduce its severe overcrowding, numerous mounting deaths and 
escalating escapees. By early-June 1945 he quickly selected 1,000 R.S.I.-Fascist Italian POWs and then 
marched them from Coltano to Pisa where the Allies had organized the only U.S. POWs prison-train for 
Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ wΦ{ΦLΦ CŀǎŎƛǎǘǎ th²ǎ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ bŀǇƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŜƳōŀǊƪŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ bƻǊǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ !ƭƭƛŜŘ 
POW camps.  Giose Rimanelli was the only Italian R.S.I. POW to escape once the prison-train arrived in 
Naples and was left unguarded and parked on a track by undisciplined Black M.P.s of the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǎǿƛŦǘƭȅ ŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŀƳōƭƛƴƎ ŘŜƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Řŀȅ 
and a half: in the chaos local truant Neapolitan children hounded the prison-train for scarce cigarettes, 
ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ DƛƻǎŜ wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛ ƎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ōǊƻƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƎƻƴΩǎ ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ŘƻƻǊΣ 
ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ th²ǎ ŎƻǿŀǊŘƭȅ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ǇŀǊŀƭȅȊŜŘ ōȅ ŦŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ άbŜƎǊƻέ 
M.P.ǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƻƻǘ ǘƘŜƳΗ !ǎ DƛƻǎŜ wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛ ŜǎŎŀǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ 
impoverished Molise region, after three days left without food in the unopened ǘǊŀƛƴΩǎ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ-wagons the 
R.S.I. POWs prison-train was unexpectedly recalled back to Pisa and Coltano (most likely due to both the 
clamorous break-down in the Black M.P.s discipline and the difficulty in finding a suitable Allied military 
ship with adequate food to ferry the POWs to North Africa). Later in Summer 1945 a second and last POWs 
prison-train ǿŀǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘƭȅ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ tƛǎŀΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
forcing the R.S.I.-Fascist Italian POWs had to return on foot to the Coltano POWs Camp PWE 337. Only 
once transferred to Italian Command in mid-October 1945 did the three Coltano POWs Camps start 
discharging until December 1945 all ex-R.S.I. POWs cleared of any charges of high treason or war-crimes, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezra_Pound#/media/File:Ezra_Pound_1945_May_26_mug_shot.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezra_Pound#/media/File:Security_cages_where_Ezra_Pound_was_held,_Pisa,_Italy,_1945_(2).JPG
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while trying the other ones in national prisons after the closing and dismantling of all Coltano POWs Camps 
in early-1946. These secret stories of Coltano POWs Camp PWE 337, with the loosely interwoven parallel 
experiences as POWs of Ezra Pound, Giose Rimanelli, Enrico Cestari and Piero Ciabattini, were first 
revealed by Giose Rimanelli in his first controversial book, Tiro al Piccione (first written during Summer 
1945 after his escape home, then accepted for publication by the legendary writer Cesare Pavese as editor 
of ¢ǳǊƛƴΩǎ 9ƛƴŀǳŘƛ Press, but following tŀǾŜǎŜΩǎ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ ǿŀǎ immediately pulled from the presses by its 
LeŦǘƛǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǎǘŀŦŦΩǎ ǊŜǾƻƭt, then finally published in 1953 ōȅ aƛƭŀƴΩǎ aƻƴŘŀŘƻǊƛ, translated in English in 
1954 as Shoot the Pigeon, and finally republished in Italy by a chastised Einaudi only in 1991), then 
revealed again in Piero CiaōŀǘǘƛƴƛΩǎ мффр Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ th² aŜƳƻƛǊǎΣ Coltano 1945: a Forgotten Concentration 
Camp/Coltano 1945: Un Campo di Concentramento Dimenticato, and later further expanded in Giose 
wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƴǊƛŎƻ /ŜǎǘŀǊƛΩǎ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǿŀǊǘƛƳŜ ƳŜƳƻƛǊǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ƛƴ нлллΣ Talking to the Other 
One: Saló, Civil War & Postwar Italy/5ƛǎŎƻǎƻ Ŏƻƴ ƭΩ!ƭǘǊƻΥ {ŀƭƽΣ DǳŜǊǊŀ /ƛǾƛƭŜ Ŝ ƭΩLǘŀƭƛŀ ŘŜƭ 5ƻǇƻƎǳŜǊǊŀΦ  

The notorious Ezra Pound few years after his return to Italy and exclusive 1958 interview with 
journalist/literature writer Giose Rimanelli become plagued by renewed bouts of mental illness and finally 
moved to Venice in the 1960s where he died by 1972 at 87 as a tragic and almost forgotten international 
literary figure in his complete self-imposed reclusion. Instead, Giose Rimanelli learned from this fortuitous 
POW experience alongside Ezra Pound to later channel in 1950s-60s post-war Italy his emerging literary 
fame as journalist and neo-Realist novelist writer with his controversial anti-Fascist war-memoirs Tiro al 
Piccione (also made into an Italian film by 1960) and other books on the desperate Southern Italian 
condition between poverty and emigration life in the Americas. He then followed his family as emigrants 
to Canada (1950s) and the U.S.A. as writer/ poet and academic in 1960-69 at Yale, New York University, 
then Vancouver University in Canada, followed as Associate-Professor at the University of California-Los 
Angeles, culminating in 1970-1988 as tenured Full-Professor and Chair of Italian and Comparative Literature 
at the State University of New York-Albany.  Professor Giose Rimanelli constantly published as an immigrant 
Southern Italian novelist, poet and journalist with 50 books published, continuing his literary art after 
retirement as Emeritus-Professor almost until his death at 93 in 2018 in Lowell, Massachusetts. Both his 
young wartime Fascist comrades Enrico Cestari from Siena and Pietro Ciabattini from Ferrara successfully 
rebuilt their own lives as normal peaceful civilians in post-war democratic Italian Republic, the former as a 
banker in Florence and the latter as businessman and historian publishing on the R.S.I. in his hometown of 
Ferrara, while the country as well came to terms with its World War II civil war between anti-Fascist 
tŀǊǘƛǎŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ άǳƴǊedeemableέ R.S.I. Fascist veterans.  Both died late in their lives by the early-2000s.53 

 

     
Photo 82:  Author Giose Rimanelliôs Two Autobiographical Books on Italyôs 1943-45 Civil War and His 1945 Imprisonment at Coltano with U.S. Poet-in-Exile Ezra Pound;   Photo 83:  U.S. Poet-in-Exile Ezra Pound in Venice, Italy, 
1960-1972;   Photo 84:  U.S. Poet Ezra Pound (Right) Interviewed by Journalist Giose Rimanelli (Left) at Schloss Brunnenburg (Meran, Italy), 1958;  Photo 85:  Author Giose Rimanelliôs hometown of Casacalenda in Molise, 
Southern Italy, 2005;  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezra_Pound#/media/File:Security_cages_where_Ezra_Pound_was_held,_Pisa,_Italy,_1945_(2).JPG   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezra_Pound#/media/File:Ezra_Pound_1963b.jpg   

 

At the conclusion of World War II, the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ 
Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭƛƴǉǳƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ мфпр ƛǘǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ άwŀƛƴōƻǿέ ǳƴƛǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ U.S. 442nd (Nisei Japanese-American) 
and 473rd (White) Regiments, while re-integrating its now fully re-trained old U.S. 369th and 371st Black 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezra_Pound#/media/File:Security_cages_where_Ezra_Pound_was_held,_Pisa,_Italy,_1945_(2).JPG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezra_Pound#/media/File:Ezra_Pound_1963b.jpg
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Regiments. Further final re-training ensued in Summer 1945 and then local patrolling operations in Fall 
1945. Meanwhile, M.P.s companies of the U.S. 92nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
May-September 1945 the U.S.-run five Allied internment Camps for R.S.I.-Fascist Italian and German 
POWs at Coltano, south of Pisa (PWE 337, PWE 334, PWE 336, PWE 338), and PWE 335 (at Metato, near 
Florence) for detained U.S. G.I.s on disciplinary breaches, until transferring administration to the post-
war democratic Italian government.  Finally, on 26-28 November 1945 the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 
Infantry Division returned to America and was immediately deactivated, followed in February 1946 by 
the U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛon returning from the Pacific.  At home in America however, 
racial discrimination remained unabated even against returning African-American G.I.s. When in 1944 
twin enormous explosions of tons of ammunitions in California killed mostly Back stevedores loading 
ordnance (the first at Port Chicago with 2 ships sunk and 320 men killed of which 250 Black stevedores 
and hundreds wounded in the first incident, and 200 more Black stevedores killed in the second 
explosion little coverage was given to their race and their dangerous work regularly refused by White 
stevedores, while the U.S. Navy court-marshalled 50 surviving Black stevedores who refused to return 
to such dangerous duty. Worse, in Summer 1945 mounting racial tensions between White and Black 
G.I.s in traƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘŜŘ мфпс ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŀǇŀƴ όάhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ hƭȅƳǇǳǎέύ ŜȄǇƭƻŘŜŘ ƛƴ twin 
bloody race riots in Texas and Georgia. This finally led the new Democrat (D) U.S. President Harry 
¢ǊǳƳŀƴΩǎ мфпу 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ hǊŘŜǊ ффсм ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ units. Slowly the Pentagon 
created a fully-integrated modern U.S. military (despite still lingering racism) that fought well in all 
subsequent wars from Europe to Korea to Viet-Nam to Iraq and Afghanistan, including the historic 
appointment of the first African-American U.S. Chiefs-of-Staff of 4-Stars Army General Colin L. Powell in 
1989-93 under Republican (R) U.S. President George Bush Sr., after serving as also the first Black 
National Security Advisor in 1987-89 under President Ronald Reagan (R) and then as first Black Secretary 
of State in 2001-05 under President George W. Bush Jr. (R), followed by 4-Stars Air-Force General Charles 
Q. Brown Jr. as first Black Chair of Joint Chiefs of Staff and 4-Stars Army General Lloyd J. Austin III as first 
Black Secretary of Defense in 2021-24, both under President Joe Biden (D). 

Also bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅΩǎ wƻȅ /ŀƭŘǿood as a U.S. Army Sergeant and Bronze Star Veteran had to decide 
his future during the late-1945 demobilization, and despite pleas from his many local Italian friends to 
remain permanently with them in Tuscany as a welcomed American άŜȄǇŀǘέ ƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴed to Manhattan 
on 28 November 1945 where he hoped racial relations and his own life would slowly improve after the 
World War II bloodlettings. In the post-war he took many menial professional jobs, while settling down as 
a married man with his sweetheart Muriel and their children. Finally, in the early-1950s he joined New 
¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ Assistant Deputy-Warden of the infamous Rikers 
Island Penitentiary. Here over the years he applied his trademark mix of firm discipline and human touch 
to reasonably ease the life of inmates, provided their behaviour turned positive. Yet, by the 1960s-1980s 
this career became increasingly difficult and dangerous for all Prison Wardens, including the relatively 
well-liked Caldwood, due to a dramatic rise in jail violence by the expanding inmate population of both 
political activists (anti-establishment Black Panthers) and drug criminals (dealers and άƧǳƴƪƛŜǎέύ, which 
exploded in two major prison revolts during the 1970s.  Caldwood himself was twice taken hostage in the 
two prison revolts in 1972 and 1975, but his good reputation among the inmates left him relatively 
unscathed in these ordeals and later he was ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ aŜŘŀƭ 
of Honor. After retiring and the death of his wife Muriel he recently became a transplant to Tampa, Florida, 
where he lives in 2024 as an energetic 102-years-old and was honored with the Mayor of Tampa 
tǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎ р !ǇǊƛƭ нлно ŀǎ άwƻȅ /ŀƭŘǿƻƻŘ 5ŀȅέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 
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{ƻƭŘƛŜǊέ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ¢± ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ 
car parade at the Tampa 2023 Gasparilla Festival.54 

 

    
Photo 84:  Poster of Saint Leo University 26 October 2023 Reception for 101-years-old Sergeant Roy Caldwood, Bronze Star U.S. Army World War II Veteran & Keynote Speaker;  Photo 85:  101-years-old 
Sergeant Roy Caldwood, Bronze Star U.S. Army World War II Veteran (2nd from Left Wearing Black Buffalo Soldier Cap), plus Full-Professor of International Studies Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D. (3rd from Left) with 
Veterans Master-at-Arms Petty-Officer 1st Class Devon Wilson (U.S. Navy, ret., 1st from Left) and Master-Sergeant Kenneth Klumb (U.S. Army, ret., 1st from Right);   Photo 86:  101-years-old Sergeant Roy 
Caldwood, Bronze Star U.S. Army World War II Veteran (Left) talking with Full-Professor Marco Rimanelli (Right);   Photo 87:  101-years-old Sergeant Roy Caldwood, Bronze Star U.S. Army World War II  

 
Korean War (1950-1953): the Last All-.ƭŀŎƪ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ merge in an Integrated U.S. Military 

In the immediate post-World War II period, U.S. President Harry Truman strongly implemented 
the formal integration of African-American soldiers across all U.S. Armed Services to prevent further racist 
ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ²ƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀŎƪ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƘƛǘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ 
views of African-American soldiers.  However, when in June 1950, Communist North Korea (backed by the 
USSR and Red China) invaded South Korea (supported by the U.S. and United Nations-U.N.) the Korean 
War caught the smaller U.S. military still very slowly integrating African-Americans in its units across all 
Armed Services. Thus, by 1950 many U.S. military units were still segregated in practice.  In Summer 1950 
to fight in the 1950-53 Korean War, the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ Infantry Division was re-activated one 
last time at Fort McClean, Arizona, but as a desegregated fully-integrated formation of White and Black 
soldiers, although within it the reactivated U.S. 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ created by Congress specifically 
as the last all-Black segregated regiment to carry on the historical legŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέΦ  Lƴ YƻǊŜŀ 
the U.S. 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǿƻƴ the first victory of the war at Yechon in July 1950 and earned the 
first Medals of Honor while fighting out of ǘƘŜ άtǳǎŀƴ tŜǊƛƳŜǘŜǊέ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ-offensives 
of 1951. Unlike earlier wars, during the Korean War African-Americans finally served in all integrated U.S. 
Armed Forces and all combat areas by restructuring to the core almost every all-Black units through 
transfers of their troops to fully integrate inside White U.S. regiments, except for the U.S. 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Infantry Regiment. Meanwhile, Black servicemen all across the U.S. Armed Forces quickly rose from 
100,000 men in 1950 to 600,000 men by 1953, with over 5,000 killed fighting against the invading 
Communist forces of North Korea and China. 

A significant command role was also now played during the Korean War by U.S. Major-General 
Arnold who had been the lackluster ex-Commander of the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ Infantry Division. 
After World War II he served in Allied Occupied Japan in 1946-50 under General Douglas MacArthur and 
as his trusted Chief-of-Staff in 1949-50, until renewed controversy followed him during the 1950-53 
Korean War as he planned tƘŜ ŘŀǊƛƴƎ LƴŎƘΩǁƴ ŀƳǇƘƛōƛƻǳǎ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴƻ ŀƳǇƘƛōƛƻǳǎ 
command experience. Regardless, U.S. Major-DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǊƴƻƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ Ŏƻǎǘǎ 
led to his promotion by U.S. General MacArthur to also lead the new U.S. Xth Army Corps in the conquest 
of Seoul, but here General Arnold alienated his own U.S. Marines and rival generals, while his slow 
advance allowed the defeated local North Koreans force to retreat northwards. Generals MacArthur 
and Arnold then succeeded in linking-up wƛǘƘ ¦Φ{Φ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŀǊŘǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άtǳǎŀƴ 
tŜǊƛƳŜǘŜǊέ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǇ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ. Thereafter, they led a second amphibious landing 
at Wonsan and finally led U.S.-U.N. forces in a later highly criticized aggressive dispersal pattern up to 
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the Yalu River on the border with Red China, where again General Arnold was slow to understand the 
fateful powerful Chinese surprise counter-offensive which defeated his U.S. Xth Army Corps and wiped-
out dispersed U.N. units (with his characteristic blind aggressiveness and racial arrogance he yelled at 
Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƭŀǳƴŘǊȅƳŜƴ ǎǘƻǇ ȅƻǳΗέύΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 
a generalized retreat where the U.S. Marines barely escaped entrapment and annihilation at the Chosin 
Reservoir, General Almond organized a perfect amphibious withdrawal from Hungnam rescuing intact 
105,000 U.N. troops, 100,000 Korean refugees and all military equipment, while General MacArthur was 
relieved of command by President Truman for criticizing his boss for refusing to unleash U.S. nuclear 
bombs on the advancing Chinese forces. General Arnold instead, in 1951 led his U.S. Xth Corps on the 
central Korean front to defeat a new Chinese offensive and helped push U.S. forces back up to the 
current 38th Parallel InterKorean border. Promoted Lieutenant-General Arnold then served in 1951-53 
as Chief of the U.S. Army War College before retiring.55 

 

   
Photo 88: U.S. Brigadier-General Courtney Whitney (Left seated) with Commander-in-Chief of U.N./U.S. Forces U.S. General Douglas MacArthur (Center seated) and U.S. Major-General Edward 
Almond (Right standing pointing) at the InchôǾn landings aboard the USS Mt. McKinley, 15 September 1950; Maps 15-16-17-18-19: Korean War Phases, 1959053;   Photo 89: U.S. Black soldiers 
in the Korean War; Photo 90: U.S. Integrated Black and White soldiers in the Korean War;   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Almond http://doctorpence.blogspot.com/2016/06/superb-overview-of-korean-war-by-victor.html 
https://homeschooledcowgirl.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/korean-map.jpg   https://aavmwny.org/war/korean-war/  

 

After the Korean War, the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ Infantry Division was again deactivated for 
retraining in mid-1951, while many of its Black Veterans were re-integrated into other combat units in 
Korea for the following two years of the conflict. Also in Fall 1951 the all-Black U.S. 24th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Regiment was disbanded, followed on мн 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфрм ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ¦Φ{Φ нтth and 
28th all-Black mounted Cavalry units).  Finally, after the June 1953 Armistice ended the Korean War, the 
U.S. 92nd Division swiftly left Korea to America where it was decommissioned one last time on 29 June 
1953 and was never recalled back to service. The last all-Black units were no more!  Instead, a fully 
integrated, unified modern U.S. military has been in-place ever since, based on equal merit-based 
opportunities for all personnel, be them White, Black, other racial minorities, male or female, thanks to 
the 250-years tradition of service overcoming painful racism by African-American soldiers. TƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
modern integrated U.S. military with Black officers promoted all the way to generals, has fought well 
both inside against racism and in the field in recent wars (Korean War, 1950-1953; Second Viet-Nam 
War, 1964-1975; First Gulf War, 1990-1991; NATO Peacekeeping in Bosnia and Kosovo, 1995-2020; 
Second Afghan War, 2001-2002 and anti-Insurgency NATO Peacekeeping, 2002-2021; Second Gulf War, 
2003 and anti-Insurgency Peacekeeping, 2003-2011).56 
 
Conclusion: African-American Soldiers Contribution to the Modern Integrated U.S. Military 

During the span of over 150 years since the U.S. Civil War (1861-1865) to the Indian Wars (1867-
1896) to Cuba (1898), Philippines (1899-1906), Mexico (1916-1917) to Two World Wars (1914-1918 and 
1939-1945) and finally the Korean War (1950-1953), the U.S. Army had come to rely also on the 
enlistment and sacrifice of its first African-American regular units and especially the all-.ƭŀŎƪ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Almond
http://doctorpence.blogspot.com/2016/06/superb-overview-of-korean-war-by-victor.html
https://homeschooledcowgirl.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/korean-map.jpg
https://aavmwny.org/war/korean-war/
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{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƘŀǊŘ-ǿƻƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άCŀǊ ²ŜǎǘέΣ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ 
pioneeriƴƎ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ .ƭŀŎƪ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ƴŀƳŜ 
in Europe during World War I (U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ 
Infantry Divisions) and again there in World War II (U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry 
Division), as well as in the South Pacific (U.S. 93rd ά.ƭǳŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Division), slowly 
wearing away painful historical racist prejudice in both the Military and society at-large. The modern 
racially-integrated U.S. Army since the 1946-90 Cold War has both eliminated since the Korean War its 
ƻƭŘ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƭƭ-.ƭŀŎƪ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴeage of each historical African-American 
combat units into modern-day integrated brigades and divisions: the U.S. 9th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ 
Regiment was integrated into the U.S. 1st Cavalry Division, the U.S. 10th ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
its original hƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ пth Infantry Division, and the U.S. 24th 
ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ нрth Infantry Division. Although tƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ 
all-Black units are no more, their legacy still lives on ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ modern U.S. military and the 
proud record of both its enlisted personnel, regardless finally of race or gender.57 

 
 
 

ENDNOTES: 
 
 
 
1 This research work was first presented by the author as a 6-pages research synopsis at the Saint Leo UnƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
lecture honouring the 102-years-old last-ƭƛǾƛƴƎ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ фн ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ Infantry Division:  άU.S. 
Army Bronze Star Sergeant Roy J. Caldwood: Living Legend: Reflections of a 101-Year-Old Veteran" on 26 October 2023, then 
as a broader essay ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ {ŀǊƎŜƴǘ /ŀƭŘǿƻƻŘ now 102 to be presented for both the Saint Leo 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ну CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнп άBlack History Monthέ conference and at the March 2025 Annual Conference of the Florida 
Political Sciences Association (FPSA) at the University of Florida-St. Petersburg.  And yet, given the often unrecognized 
contribution through time of the individual and collective heroism and service of African-American soldiers, an even more 
thorough systematic research is really needed as a book-length analysis to properly bring justice on their historical 
contribution to U.S. national security.  See also in Endnotes 46-48 the parallel World War II wartime and POW experiences 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ Emeritus-Professor/writer Giose Rimanelli, who as a 17-years-old reluctant Italian Fascist soldier in 
aǳǎǎƻƭƛƴƛΩǎ ά.ƭŀŎƪ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜǎέ was imprisoned at the AlƭƛŜŘ /ƻƭǘŀƴƻΩǎ POW camp (Pisa) by the ¦Φ{Φ фн ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 
Division until Sergeant Giose Rimanelli escaped to freedom and later fame as an important post-war neo-Realist Italian 
writer in 1950-60s ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŀ ƭƛŦŜ (Yale, New York University, Sarah Lawrence College, 
Vancouver University, University of California-Los Angeles, State University of New York-Albany). Instead, U.S. Sergeant 
Caldwood refused an easy post-war life as an accepted American άŜȄǇŀǘέ ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ¢ǳǎŎŀƴȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ and returned 
instead to segregated New York where he later became Assistant Deputy-Warden of Corrections at New York CityΩǎ wƛƪŜǊǎ 
Island Prison, surviving as hostage in its 1972 and 1975 riots, receiving ǘƘŜ нллм /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ Bravery. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Bunker_HillΤ  άtŜǘŜǊ {ŀƭŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ .ǳƴƪŜǊ Iƛƭƭέ ƛƴ National Museum of 
African-American History: https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/peter-salem-and-battle-bunker-

hill#:~:text=Salem%20was%20born%20enslaved%20but,John%20Pitcairn%20at%20Bunker%20Hill; άtŜǘŜǊ {ŀƭŜƳέ ƛƴ New England Historical 
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5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ άфнnd LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ό¦Φ{ΦύέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  R.B. Edgerton, Hidden Heroism, idem, p.130-165; wΦ IƻŘƎŜǎΣ WǊΦΣ ά!ŦǊican-
American 92nd LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ Lǘŀƭȅ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΥ фнnd ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  G.W.L. Nicholson, 
Canadians in Italy, 1943ς45, idem, Chps.15-нл όάDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέύΦ 
 

42 J. Bilder, έ.ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ DŀǊŦŀƎƴŀƴŀΥ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳlgeέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  C. Jennings, At War on the Gothic Line, 1944-45, idem;  Lord 
Carver, War in Italy, 1943-1945, idem;  P.-P. Battistelli, Assault on the Gothic Line, 1944, idem;  G.L. Weinberg, World at Arms: 
Global History of World War II, idem;  R. Hodges, JrΦΣ άIƻǿ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ IŜƭǇŜŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŘŜ ƛƴ Lǘŀƭȅ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  
H.B. Hargrove, Buffalo Soldiers in Italy, idem;  J.H. Daugherty, Buffalo Saga: World War II U.S. Army 92nd Infantry Division, idem;  
E. YaredΣ άфнnd Infantry Division (1917ς19 & 1942ςпрύέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  wΦ IƻŘƎŜǎΣ WǊΦΣ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-American 92nd Infantry Division in Italy in 
²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΥ фнnd ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  L. Bultman, άRemembering the Service of Fifth Army's 92nd Infantry 
5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ άфнnd LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ό¦Φ{ΦύέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  R.B. Edgerton, Hidden Heroism, idem, p.130-165 & 150-152; R. Hodges, Jr., 
ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-American 92nd Infantry Division ƛƴ Lǘŀƭȅ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΥ фнnd ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  G.W.L. 
Nicholson, Canadians in Italy, 1943ς45, idem, Chps.15-нл όάDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέύΦ 
 
43 wΦ IƻŘƎŜǎΣ WǊΦΣ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-American 92nd LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ Lǘŀƭȅ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  ά.ǳŦfalo Soldiers: 92nd ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  G.W.L. 
Nicholson, Canadians in Italy, 1943ς45, idem, Chps.15-нл όάDƻǘƘƛŎ [ƛƴŜέύ; R.B. Edgerton, Hidden Heroism, idem, p. 150-152. 
 

44 See racist quotes of Major-DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ άbŜŘέ aΦ !ƭƳƻƴŘΣ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ¦Φ{Φ фнnd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 
Division, in:  J. Bilder, έ.ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ DŀǊŦŀƎƴŀƴŀΥ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳƭƎŜέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ ά9ΦaΦ !ƭƳƻƴŘΣ ¦Φ{Φ DŜƴŜǊŀƭέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ ά9Φ !ƭƳƻƴŘέΣ ƛŘŜƳΦ 
 

https://www.army.mil/article/243460/remembering_the_service_of_the_fifth_armys_92nd_infantry_division
https://www.army.mil/article/243460/remembering_the_service_of_the_fifth_armys_92nd_infantry_division
https://www.army.mil/article/243460/remembering_the_service_of_the_fifth_armys_92nd_infantry_division
https://www.army.mil/article/243460/remembering_the_service_of_the_fifth_armys_92nd_infantry_division
https://www.loc.gov/collections/veterans-history-project-collection/serving-our-voices/diverse-experiences-in-service/buffalo-soldiers-the-92nd-in-italy/#:~:text=Known%20as%20%E2%80%9Cbuffalo%20soldiers%E2%80%9D%20in,units%20to%20serve%20in%20combat
https://www.loc.gov/collections/veterans-history-project-collection/serving-our-voices/diverse-experiences-in-service/buffalo-soldiers-the-92nd-in-italy/#:~:text=Known%20as%20%E2%80%9Cbuffalo%20soldiers%E2%80%9D%20in,units%20to%20serve%20in%20combat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_Line
https://www.army.mil/article/243460/remembering_the_service_of_the_fifth_armys_92nd_infantry_division
https://www.army.mil/article/243460/remembering_the_service_of_the_fifth_armys_92nd_infantry_division
https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/article/the-battle-of-garfagnana-italys-battle-of-the-bulge/
https://www.army.mil/article/243460/remembering_the_service_of_the_fifth_armys_92nd_infantry_division
https://www.army.mil/article/243460/remembering_the_service_of_the_fifth_armys_92nd_infantry_division
https://www.army.mil/article/243460/remembering_the_service_of_the_fifth_armys_92nd_infantry_division
https://www.army.mil/article/243460/remembering_the_service_of_the_fifth_armys_92nd_infantry_division
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45 First quote of the military analysis on the performance of the U.S. 92nd ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ 
expressed by J. Bilder, έ.ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ DŀǊŦŀƎƴŀƴŀΥ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳƭƎŜέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  second quote of U.S. General George C. Patton 
from R.B. Edgerton, Hidden Heroism, idem, p.155 & 158. See also ά9ΦaΦ !ƭƳƻƴŘΣ ¦Φ{Φ DŜƴŜǊŀƭέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ ά9Φ !ƭƳƻƴŘέΣ ƛŘŜƳ; C. 
Jennings, At War on the Gothic Line, 1944-45, idem;  P.-P. Battistelli, Assault on the Gothic Line, 1944, idem;  H. Daugherty, Buffalo 
Saga: a Story from World War II U.S. Army 92nd Infantry Division, idem;  G.L. Weinberg, World at Arms: World War IIΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  άфнnd 
LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ό¦Φ{ΦύέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  R.B. Edgerton, Hidden Heroism, idem, p.99-112, 120-121, 128-131, 142-146 & 150-159. 
 

46 R.B. Edgerton, Hidden Heroism, idem, p. 152-154; E. YaredΣ άфнnd Infantry Division (1917ς19 & 1942ςпрύέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  L. Bultman, 
άRemembering the Service of Fifth Army's 92nd LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ άфнnd Infantry Division (U.S.)έΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  C. Jennings, At War 
on the Gothic Line, 1944-45, idem; J.H. Daugherty, Buffalo Saga: World War II U.S. Army 92nd Infantry Division, idem. 
 

47 wΦ IƻŘƎŜǎΣ WǊΦΣ άIƻǿ ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ IŜƭǇŜŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŘŜ ƛƴ Lǘŀƭȅ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  H.B. Hargrove, Buffalo Soldiers in 
Italy, ƛŘŜƳΤ  wΦ IƻŘƎŜǎΣ WǊΦΣ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-American 92nd LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ Lǘŀƭȅ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΥ фнnd in 
LǘŀƭȅέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ C. Jennings, At War on the Gothic Line, 1944-45, idem; J.H. Daugherty, Buffalo Saga: World War II U.S. Army 92nd 
Infantry Division, idem;  E. YaredΣ άфнnd Infantry Division (1917ς19 & 1942ςпрύέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  L. Bultman, άRemembering the Service of 
Fifth Army's 92nd LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ άфнnd LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ό¦Φ{ΦύέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ R.B. Edgerton, Hidden Heroism, idem, p. 152-154; 
James McBride, Miracle at St. Anna (Riverhead Books, 2008): https://www.supersummary.com/miracle-at-st-anna/summary/;  Film Miracle 
at St. Anna, directed by Spike Lee (Disney, 2008); άaƛǊŀŎƭŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ !ƴƴŀέ ƛƴ Wikipedia:  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miracle_at_St._Anna#Reception  
 
48  vǳƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ άWƻƘƴ wΦ CƻȄέ ƛƴ National Park Service: https://www.nps.gov/people/johnfox.htm Τ  άFirst-Lieutenant Vernon BakerΩǎ 
aŜŘŀƭ ƻŦ IƻƴƻǊέ ƛƴ National WW II Museum, New Orleans: https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/medal-of-honor-recipient-

vernon-baker#:~:text=Vernon%20Baker%20was%20one%20of,and%20for%20generations%20to%20come ;  Quote from ά²²LL .ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊ 
wƻǘƘŀŎƪŜǊ {ƳƛǘƘΣ оссǘƘ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ National WW II Museum, New Orleans:  
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/buffalo-soldier-rothacker-smith-366th-infantry-regiment  
 

49 Roy J. Caldwood (Bronze Star, U.S. Army ret.), "Living Legend: Reflections of a 101-Year-Old Veteran", Saint Leo University, 
CƭƻǊƛŘŀ όнс hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлноΣ ŀƴŘ /ŀƭŘǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ interview with Professor Marco Rimanelli); H. Daugherty, Buffalo Saga: 
Story from World War II U.S. Army 92nd Infantry Division, idem; R.B. Edgerton, Hidden Heroism, idem, p. 150-152. 
 

50 Quote from Dean Heather R. Parker, College of Arts & Sciences at Saint Leo University, Florida in R.J. Caldwood (Bronze Star, 
U.S. Army ret.), "Living Legend: Reflections of a 101-Year-Old Veteran", Saint Leo University, Florida (26 October 2023, and 
/ŀƭŘǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ interview with Professor Marco Rimanelli). 
 

51 R.J. Caldwood (Bronze Star, U.S. Army ret.), "Living Legend: Reflections of a 101-Year-Old Veteran", Saint Leo University, 
CƭƻǊƛŘŀ όнс hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлноΣ ŀƴŘ /ŀƭŘǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ interview with Professor Marco Rimanelli); H. Daugherty, Buffalo Saga: 
Story from World War II U.S. Army 92nd Infantry Division, idem. 
 

52 ά²² н фнnd LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ aΦtΦ {ǘŜƴŎƛƭ Ψ.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ IŜƭƳŜǘέ ƛƴ Warhats.com: https://www.warhats.com/store/p97/92d-

Infantry-Division-MP-Stencil-Buffalo-Soldiers.html#/;  ά/ŀƳǇƻ Řƛ /ƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀƳŜƴǘƻ Řƛ /ƻƭǘŀƴƻέ ƛƴ Wikipedia:  
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Campo_di_concentramento_di_Coltano#Il_PWE_337;   Ezra Pound, Cantos (edited by his daughter Mary 
von RaŎƘŜǿƛƭǘȊΣ aƛƭŀƴΥ aƻƴŘŀŘƻǊƛΣ мфтнύΤ  ά9ȊǊŀ tƻǳƴŘέ ƛƴ Wikipedia:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezra_Pound;  see the Italian 
POW memoirs of Pietro Ciabattini, Coltano 1945: un Campo di Concentramento Dimenticato (Milan: Mursia, 1995), who as an 
Italian ex-SS and R.S.I. Fascist POW described in detail on p.17-21 and p.65-173 prison life in ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅκ!ƭƭƛŜǎΩ 
POWs Camp PWE 337 of Coltano for Italian R.S.I. Fascists POWs south of Pisa in Italy in April-September 1945, which was 
guarded by Black Military Police (M.P.s) of the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ όǘƘŜ th²ǎ /ŀƳǇ ǿŀǎ 
kept secret until September 1945), where over 35,000-to-33,300 POWs were interned in extremely crowded conditions (the 
apparent decreasing number of total POWs really indicates the impact of over 200 night escapees, which were rarely fired upon 
by unmotivated Black M.P.s of the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇΩǎ ƎǳŀǊŘ-towers). Piero /ƛŀōŀǘǘƛƴƛΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ 
Coltano 1945 on p.66 also described the inhuman 3-weeks internment in an open cage of American Fascist poet Ezra Pound at 
Coltano during May-June 1945. After countless secret deaths of R.S.I. inmates due to illness, limited food and suicides, all 
covered-up by the U.S. Army, the Coltano POW Camp was transfer of administration to Italy in late-September 1945 until its 
closing in early-1946τŀ ǊŀǊŜ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ŎƻǊǊƻōƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ /ƻƭǘŀƴƻΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ tiero 
/ƛŀōŀǘǘƛƴƛΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Coltano 1945 ǎŜŎǊŜǘƭȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ aŀȅ мфпр ǾǎΦ ǘƘŜ th²ǎ ŎŀƳǇΩǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛǾŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ 
state in the attached photo presumably of late-September 1945 from WikipediaΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ά/ŀƳǇƻ Řƛ /ƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀƳŜƴǘƻ Řƛ 
/ƻƭǘŀƴƻέ, which were also a likely ǎǘŀƎŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ th²ǎΩ 
camp once its existence was finally revealed as part of the U.S. Army turn-over of camp administration to the Italian Military. 
 

53 See Giose Rimanelli & Enrico Cestari, 5ƛǎŎƻǊǎƻ Ŏƻƴ ƭΩ!ƭǘǊƻΥ {ŀƭƽΣ DǳŜǊǊŀ /ƛǾƛƭŜ Ŝ ƭΩLǘŀƭƛŀ ŘŜƭ 5ƻǇƻƎǳŜǊǊŀ (Milan: Mursia, 2000), 
which was ghost-edited by Full-Professor Marco Rimanelli as a collection of interviews and wartime memoirs in letters 
exchanged 55 years after World War II by its two protagonists Giose Rimanelli and Enrico Cestari, who had both served in 1943-
1945 in different companies of the Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ wΦ{ΦLΦ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ ά.ƭŀŎƪ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜǎέΩ άaέ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ŀƎƭƛŀƳŜƴǘƻέ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ 
counter-guerrilla mountain raids against the pro-Allies Partisans operating behind frontlines throughout Central-Northern Italy; 
ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 9ƴǊƛŎƻ /ŜǎǘŀǊƛΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǊŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ wΦ{ΦLΦ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ th² ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜŘ th²ǎ LƴǘŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ /ŀƳǇ t²9 оот 

https://www.army.mil/article/243460/remembering_the_service_of_the_fifth_armys_92nd_infantry_division
https://www.army.mil/article/243460/remembering_the_service_of_the_fifth_armys_92nd_infantry_division
https://www.army.mil/article/243460/remembering_the_service_of_the_fifth_armys_92nd_infantry_division
https://www.supersummary.com/miracle-at-st-anna/summary/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miracle_at_St._Anna#Reception
https://www.nps.gov/people/johnfox.htm
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/medal-of-honor-recipient-vernon-baker#:~:text=Vernon%20Baker%20was%20one%20of,and%20for%20generations%20to%20come
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/medal-of-honor-recipient-vernon-baker#:~:text=Vernon%20Baker%20was%20one%20of,and%20for%20generations%20to%20come
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/buffalo-soldier-rothacker-smith-366th-infantry-regiment
https://www.warhats.com/store/p97/92d-Infantry-Division-MP-Stencil-Buffalo-Soldiers.html#/
https://www.warhats.com/store/p97/92d-Infantry-Division-MP-Stencil-Buffalo-Soldiers.html#/
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Campo_di_concentramento_di_Coltano#Il_PWE_337
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezra_Pound
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of Coltano on p.240-258;  followed by the recollections of Giose Rimanelli (1925-2018) on p.119-122 as a 17-years-old Italian 
forcibly άpressed into serviceέ by the R.S.I. Fascist Black Brigades and later at 18 was promoted Sergeant before being captured 
in late-April 1945 by pro-Allied Italian Partisans and then interned at ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ Coltano POWs camp where he met Ezra Pound;  
Giose Rimanelli had initially revealed in sparse details these events in his first semi-autobiographical war memoirs, The Day of 
the Lion/Tiro al Piccione (first written during Summer 1945 after his escape home, then accepted for publication by the 
legendary writer Cesare Pavese as editor of ¢ǳǊƛƴΩǎ 9ƛƴŀǳŘƛ tǊŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ tŀǾŜǎŜΩǎ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ pulled from 
the presses by its Leftist ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǎǘŀŦŦΩǎ ǊŜǾƻƭǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ finally published in 1953 in Milan by Mondadori, translated in English by 
African-American Dr. Ben Johnson of California and published in 1954 as Shoot the Pigeon in New York by Random House, and 
finally reprinted in Italy by a chastised Einaudi only in 1991). For DƛƻǎŜ wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǎƻƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ as a 
POW in early-June 1945 from the only sealed U.S. prison-train for 1,000 Italian R.S.I. POWs left parked unguarded for three 
days in Naples (after the disappearance of its Black M.P.s enticed by Neapolitan prostitutes, alcohol and food), while waiting 
to be trans-shipped to POW Camps in Allied-occupied North Africa, see p.261-267 of G. Rimanelli & E. Cestari, Discorso con 
ƭΩ!ƭǘǊƻΥ {ŀƭƽΣ DǳŜǊǊŀ /ƛǾƛƭŜ Ŝ ƭΩLtalia del Dopoguerra, idem; and G. Rimanelli, The Day of the Lion/Tiro al Piccione, p.225-239 in 
the original 1953 Italian edition, or in the English translation on p.211-223, plus P. Ciabattini, Coltano 1945: Campo di 
Concentramento Dimenticato, idem, p.75 with the description of ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ ƻƴƭȅ ¦Φ{Φ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ-train for 1,000 Italian R.S.I. Fascists 
POWs sent from Pisa to Naples for subsequent embarkation to North Africa in early-June 1945 (from where Giose Rimanelli 
was the only escapee in Naples) and then after a day and a half left unopened and without food the R.S.I. POWs prison-train 
was unexpectedly recalled back to Pisa and Coltano; later a second and last U.S. prison-train for R.S.I. Italian Fascists POWs was 
ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ tƛǎŀΩs train station and its Italian R.S.I. Fascists POWs marched back to the Coltano POWs 
Camp PWE 337; see also ά/ŀƳǇƻ Řƛ /ƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀƳŜƴǘƻ Řƛ /ƻƭǘŀƴƻέΣ ƛŘŜƳ. 
          On the saga of MussoliniΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ōǊƛŜŦŎŀǎŜ ǎǘƻƭŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴŀǘŜŘ {ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ DƛŀŎƻƳƻ Matteotti in 1924 with 
proof of British military intelligence and the role of Sir Samuel Hoare in ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ CŀǎŎƛǎƳΩǎ 1917-22 rise to power in Italy 
see:  Mario-José Cereghino & Giovanni Fasanella, Nero di Londra: da Caporetto alla Marcia su Roma come ƭΩLƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ aƛƭƛǘŀǊŜ 
Britannica Creó il Fascista Mussolini (Milan: Chiarelettere, 2022; ƻƴ aŀǘǘŜƻǘǘƛΩǎ ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŜ ǇΦ179-180 & 195 on Marco 
Rimanelli, άLǘŀƭȅΩǎ 9ǳǊƻ-Mediterranean Strategic Alliances from World War I to World War II, as Witnessed by Captain Royal 
Carabinieri Ettore Chiurazzi from the Italo-Austrian Front HQs to the Allies Military Commission on Constantinople and Turkish StraitsέΣ 
p.84-209, in Marco Rimanelli, Editor, World War I & League of Nations Centennial, 1914-2019, Special Issue-Book of Florida Political 
Chronicle (FPSA Journal), vol.28, n.1 (Summer 2021), p.351, https://www.fpsanet.com/uploads/8/8/7/3/8873825/book-special_issue-
world_war_i_and_league_of_nations_centennial_1914-2019--florida_political_chronicle-fpsa__issue_v.28_n.1_2021.pdf;  Marco Rimanelli, άLǘŀƭȅΩǎ wƻȅŀƭ 
Carabinieri DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 9ǘǘƻǊŜ /ƘƛǳǊŀȊȊƛΩǎ /ŀǊŜŜǊΥ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ I  ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƛƴƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ {ǘǊŀƛǘǎ 
to Fascist  Italy  and World War II, 1900-мфпрέ ŀǎ ǳƴǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ tƻǿŜǊtƻƛƴǘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴκǇŀǇŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ф aŀǊŎƘ нлнп !ƴƴǳŀƭ 
Conference of the Florida Political Sciences Association at the University of Florida-Gainesville, especially slides 177-209 on the 
Career of Captain Ettore Chiurazzi and the 1924-2024 Hon. Matteotti Scandal, scheduled to be published in late-2024 on the Florida 
Political Chronicle (FPSA Journal), vol.31, n.1 (Summer 2024);  Fabio Andriola, Mussolini-Churchill Carteggio Segreto (Casale 
Monferrato (AL): Piemme, 1996); Franco Bandini, Le Ultime 95 Ore di Mussolini (Milan: Sugar, 1960); ά5ŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ǳŎŜ .Ŝƴƛǘƻ 
Mussolinƛέ ƛƴ National World War II Museum-New Orleans (28 April 2020):  https://www.nationalww2museum.org/death-of-benito-
mussolini;   Denis Mack Smith & Michael A. Ledeen, Un Monumento al Duce? (Firenze: Guaraldi Editore, 1976). 
 

54 άGiose Rimanelliέ ƛƴ Wikipedia:  https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giose_Rimanelli;  {ƘŜǊȅƭ [Φ tƻǎǘƳŀƴΣ άGiose Rimanelliέ ƛƴ The 
Literary Encyclopedia:  https://www.litencyc.com/php/speople.php?rec=true&UID=13235;  Giose Rimanelli, The Day of the Lion/Tiro al 
Piccione (translated in English by African-American Dr. Ben Johnson, New York: Random House, 1954; original Italian printing 
as, Tiro al Piccione, Milan: Mondadori, 1953, and reprinted by Turin: Einaudi, 1991), see in the English translation on p.211-223 
(in the original 1953 Italian edition on p.225-239) the description of tƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ th²ǎ LƴǘŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ /ŀƳǇ t²9 оот ƻŦ 
/ƻƭǘŀƴƻ ŦƻǊ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ wΦ{ΦLΦ CŀǎŎƛǎǘǎ th²ǎΣ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ tƛǎŀ ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ DƛƻǎŜ wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ ǎƻƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ƛƴ bŀǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ-June 1945 
from the only U.S. prison-train for 1,000 R.S.I. Italian Fascists POWs bound for North Africa, but left unguarded and parked on 
a station track by undisciplined Black M.P.s of the U.S. 92nd ά.ǳŦŦŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ όŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ƭŜŦǘ ƭƻŎƪŜŘ 
the R.S.I. POWs prison-train was recalled back to Pisa and its POWs marched back to Internment Camp PWE 337 at Coltano);   
see also G. Rimanelli & E. Cestari, 5ƛǎŎƻǊǎƻ Ŏƻƴ ƭΩ!ƭǘǊƻΥ {ŀƭƽ Ŝ DǳŜǊǊŀ /ƛǾƛƭŜΣ ƛŘŜƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ DƛƻǎŜ wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ όмфнр-2018) 
recollections on p.1-118 as a 17-years-old Italian forcibly pressed into serǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wΦ{ΦLΦ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ ά.ƭŀŎƪ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜǎέ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ 
counter-guerrilla warfare against the pro-Allies Italian Partisan groups, where he shared combat experiences in the same unit 
with Enrico Cestari and after being captured separately, unbeknownst to each other, both were interned as POWs at the 
massive Coltano Camp PWE 337, then on p.119-мнн DƛƻǎŜ wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 9ȊǊŀ tƻǳƴŘ ŀǎ ōƻǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ th²ǎ ŀǘ t²9 оот 
Coltano, plus on p.261-нст DƛƻǎŜ wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǎƻƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ-June 1945 from the only U.S. prison-train for 1,000 
R.S.I. POWs parked in Naples; P. Ciabattini, Coltano 1945: Campo di Concentramento Dimenticato, idem, p.17-21 & 65-173; 
ά/ŀƳǇƻ Řƛ /ƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀƳŜƴǘƻ Řƛ /ƻƭǘŀƴƻέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  R.B. Edgerton, Hidden Heroism, idem, p.157 & 159-161;  Roy J. Caldwood, 
Making the Right Moves: Rikers Island and N.Y.C. Corrections (North Charleston, S.C.: CreateSpace Independent Publ., 2015). 
 

55 William M. Hammond & George L. MacGarrigle, Black Soldier, White Army: 24th Infantry Regiment in Korea (Washington, 
D.C.: Center for Military History, 1996);  William T. Bowers, ά{ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ²ŀǊΥ YƻǊŜŀƴ ²ŀǊΣ мфрл-мфроέ ƛƴ African-Americans Military 
Monument:  https://aavmwny.org/war/korean-war/;  ά9Φ !ƭƳƻƴŘέΣ ƛŘŜƳΤ  Colin L. Powell & Joseph E. Persico, My American Journey 
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