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FLORIDA POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION  

CHARTER  OFFICERS 202 5-202 6  
    
   

 
 
 

 
President:  Austin Trantham, Saint Leo University, austin.trantham@saintleo.edu 
 

1st Vice-President:  Judithanne  Scourfield-McLauchlan, University of South Florida-St. Petersburg, jsm2@usf.edu 
 

2nd Vice-President:  Marco Rimanelli, Saint Leo University, Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu   
 

Secretary:  Sean Foreman, Barry University, sforeman@barry.edu 
 

Treasurer:  Aubrey Jewett, University of Central Florida, aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 
 
 
 

EX -OFFICIO  

 

Marco  Rimanelli, Ph.D., Vice-President FloridaΩs Political Sciences Association (FPSA) and Editor, Florida 
Political Chronicle, peer-review scholarly journal of FPSA, Saint Leo University, near-Tampa,  
Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu   
 

Austin Trantham,  FPSA President and Editor, The Political Scientist Newsletter of FPSA 
Saint Leo University, near-Tampa,  austin.trantham@saintleo.edu   
 

Past FPSA President:  Kelly A. McHugh, Florida Southern University, kmchugh@flsouthern.edu 

 

Past FPSA President:  Leah Blumenfeld, Barry University, lblumenfeld@barry.edu 
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

(staggered 3 -years terms)  

 
 

-Bradley  Gardner (2023-2025),  Bethune-Cookman University,  gardnerb@cookman.edu   
 

-Brian  Kupfer (2024-2026),  ¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎŜŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ  kupferb@tcc.fl.edu   
 

-Richard  Murgo (2022-2024),  ¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎŜŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ  ricmurgo@gmail.com   
 

-Jack  Reilly (2024-2026),  New College of Florida-USF, Sarasota,  jreilly@fl.edu  
 

-Houman  Sadri (2023-2025),  IPAC & University of Central Florida, houman.sadri@ucf.edu  
 

-Ben  Smith (2023-2024),  University of FloridaΣ  bbsmith@ufl.edu    
 

-Kevin  Wagner (2022-2024),  Florida Atlantic University, kwagne15@fau.edu    
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τEDITORIAL BOARDτ 
 

Florida Political Chronicle 

Peer-Reviewed Regional Scholarly Journal for Faculty, Students and 
Community of the Florida Political Sciences Association (FPSA) 

 
¶ Editor  and  FPSA Vice-President Marco  Rimanelli, Ph.D., U.S./International Security, NATO and Europe  

(Saint Leo University) 
 
 

¶ Sean   Foreman, Ph.D., U.S. Politics/Elections, Latin America and International Affairs (Barry University, Miami) 
 
 

¶ Aubrey  Jewett, Ph.D., U.S./Florida Politics and Elections (University of Central Florida, Orlando) 
 
 

¶ Kelly  McHugh, Ph.D., U.S./International Security and United Nations (Chair, Florida Southern College, Lakeland) 
 
 

¶ Dan  DuBois, Ph.D., U.S. History (Director Honors and International Studies, Saint Leo University) 
 
 

¶ Frank  Orlando, U.S./Florida Politics, U.S. Elections and Director of Polling Institute (Saint Leo University) 
 
 

¶ FPSA President Austin Trantham, Ph.D., U.S. Politics, U.S. Presidency, Constitutional Law and Political Philosophy 
(Saint Leo University) and Editor of Political Scientist, FPSA Newsletter 
 
 

¶ Robert W. Robertson, Ph.D., International Business and Academic Administration (President and Chief 
Executive Officer of University College of the Cayman Islands and Senior Research Fellow at University of 
London--School of Advanced Studies and Commonwealth, Great Britain) 

 
 
 
 

 τFLORIDA  POLITICAL  SCIENCES  ASSOCIATIONτ 
 

JOIN FPSA:  Membership see:  www.fpsanet.com  

The Florida Political Sciences Association is committed to promoting political science research, education 
and service throughout the State of Florida.  Our Board of Officers represents the diverse educational 
opportunities available for higher education in Florida.  From the University of West Florida in Pensacola 
to Florida International University and the University of Miami, our FPSA association spans the state 
bringing together political scientists at public and private institutions to network, to collaborate on 
research and to discuss innovative strategies in the classroom. 
 

Join/Renew Membership in FPSA (Includes Annual Conference Registration): CLICK HERE 

    - Faculty: $75 (includes membership fee)/$85 by time of FPSA Annual Conference 

    - Student: $35 (includes membership fee)/$40 by time of FPSA Annual Conference 

 

http://www.fpsanet.com/
https://drc.wufoo.com/forms/florida-political-science-association/
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PUBLICATIONS: 

FLORIDA  POLITICAL  SCIENCE ASSOCIATION 

 

Florida Political Chronicle 
http://www.fpsanet.com/florida -political-chronicle.html  

 
The Florida Political Chronicle is the bi-annual peer-reviewed scholarly journal of the Florida 

Political Sciences Association, which encourages submissions from all discipline sub-fields. 
 

Call for Submissions to the Florida Political Chronicle (FPSA academic journal): 
https://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html. Scholarly articles from past FPSA 
conferences are welcome, plus any papers not previously published. Please contact the 
Editor, Marco Rimanelli (Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu) to start the peer-review process. 

 

The Political Scientist: 

Newsletter of the Florida Political Sciences Association 

 

http://www.fpsanet.com/the -political-scientist.html 
 
The  Political  Scientists newsletter is a semi-annual publication of the Florida Political Sciences 
Association.  Call for Submissions to The Political Scientist, the semi-annual newsletter of 
the FPSA: https://www.fpsanet.com/the-political-scientist.html. Possible submissions 
include short research articles, reflections on classroom activities, reviews of teaching 
resources, and/or short book reviews. Participation by graduate students and junior 
faculty is encouraged and welcomed! Please contact the Editor, Austin Trantham 
(austin.trantham@saintleo.edu) for more information concerning submission guidelines. 
 

See FPSA website:    www.fpsanet.com 

 

 

 

  

http://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html
https://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html
mailto:Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu
http://www.fpsanet.com/the-political-scientist.html
https://www.fpsanet.com/the-political-scientist.html
mailto:austin.trantham@saintleo.edu
http://www.fpsanet.com/
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Florida Political             Chronicle 

ς SUBMISSION  PUBLICATION  GUIDELINES ς 
 
 

ESSAYS & BOOK REVIEWS SUBMISSIONS:    FPSA MEMBERSHIP & CONFERENCES: 
Editor Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D.      please go to the FPSA website: 
Professor of Politics & International Studies    http://www.fpsanet.org/  
SAINT  LEO  UNIVERSITY      then click on: 
Social  Sciences  Department      Join FPSA/Conference Registration 
MC-2127,  P.O.-Box 6665 
Saint Leo, Florida, 33574-6665, U.S.A.     E-mail FPSA Treasurer: 
E-mail:  Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu     Aubrey.Jewett@ucf.edu 
 

Current (since 2020) and past (2010-2019) issues of the Florida Political Chronicle, as well as the on-line Archive of older 
issues (1989-2009) are FREE for readers by clicking on the Florida Political Sciences !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΥ   
http://www.fpsanet.org/chronicle.html    or   http://www.fpsanet.org/ archive 
 

The Florida Political Chronicle is the peer-reviewed scholarly journal of the Florida Political Sciences Association (FPSA), 
published twice-a-year, on-line, in colour. It is free for access on the FPSA website to serve the academic disciplines of Political 
Sciences and International Relations, practitioners, students and the community of readers in a balanced, non-political and 
analytical way.  The Florida Political Chronicle journal encourages scholarly submissions from all Political Sciences disciplinary 
subfields:  American Politics, Theories, Comparative Politics, International Relations, International Security, Diplomatic 
History, International Political Economy, Public Administration, International Law and International Organizations. 

 

SUBMISSIONS:  e-mail as WORD (NOT PDF) attachments all Submissions (Essays or Book Reviews) ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΩǎ 
Editor Marco  Rimanelli, Ph.D. of Saint Leo University at  Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu  for consideration: 

1. Essays  &  Book Reviews in Word (12 Font, single-spaced, Calibri style or Times Roman), not PDF. 
o Essay length: single-spaced from 5/6 pages minimum to maximum length of 50 pages with 1-inch margins, 

inclusive of Abstract, Bibliography & 1-ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ .ƛƻ.  
o Book Review length: single-spaced from 2-to-10+ pages-long in Word with 1-inch margins, with 

Bibliography & 1-ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ .ƛƻΦ .ƻƻƪ wŜǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǎŜǾeral related books. 
2. Footnotes preferred style (at end of each page in Calibri style or Times Roman) is the Chicago Manual of Style, 

but accepted are also APA, APSA or others if the author has already a finished work for review. 
3. Abstract (a long-paragraph; no library reference codes). 
4. Maps/Graphs/Tables/photos in the text or as appendixes (use 11 or 12 Font to make it fit) must fit the same 

vertical format with around 1-inch margin--No landscape-size Tables! Must fit in a standard paper page 
portrait-size! Photos can be sent separately for inclusion.  I will reformat all work, but it helps if it fits initially. 

5. Bibliography (10 Font, single-spaced);  preferred use Manual of Chicago Style, but other styles accepted. 
6. !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ .ƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ at end paper (a long-paragraph, with Ph.D. and M.A. Degrees, position, publications). 
7. 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ tŜǊǎƻƴ όάLέ);  ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅέ ƻǊ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪέ ƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊέΦ  
8. Do not use colloquial contractionsΣ ƭƛƪŜΥ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ ƛǘΩǎΣ ŎŀƴΩǘΣ ǿƻƴΩǘΣ ŜǘŎΦ 
9. άн .ƭƛƴŘ tŜŜǊ wŜǾƛŜǿǎέ scholarly process (yes, I have 2 blind mice!) and those accepted for publication will 

incorporate editorial modification and suggested changes by Reviewers. 
10. Best Graduate Student Paper Award & Best Undergraduate Student Paper Award reviewed by related 

committee. Both Award Winners and any Alternate Best Papers will be published in the journal. 
 

DISCLAIMER:   All interpretations, opinions or conclusions printed in the Florida Political Chronicle are solely those of the 
author/s and should not be attributed to or considered to be reflective of an institutional position by either the Florida Political 
Sciences Association (FPSA) and its Officers, or by Saint Leo University, its Board of Trustees, officers and staff, or any 
organization and individuals supporting either the FPSA or Saint Leo University as institutions. 
 

http://www.fpsanet.org/
mailto:Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu
mailto:Aubrey.Jewett@ucf.edu
http://www.fpsanet.org/chronicle.html
http://www.fpsanet.org/
mailto:Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu
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FPSA Awards 
Manning J. Dauer Award 

Best Graduate Paper Award 
Best Undergraduate Paper Award 

 

Manning J. Dauer Award 

 

Manning J. Dauer was a distinguished Professor in the Department of Political Science at the University 
of Florida for over half a century. When he passed away in 1986, he left a legacy that is unparalleled in the 
State of Florida. He had served as both a formal and an informal advisor to scores of governors, the state 
legislature, mayors, county commissioners and city council-members. Indeed, it is said that he left his 
imprint on many public policies at both the state and local level. He is perhaps best known for leading a 
team of scholars and public officials that devised a reapportionment scheme for the State of Florida in the 
aftermath of the famous Baker v. Carr and Reynolds v. Sims cases. 
 
As an academic, he wrote numerous articles and books on state and local government and politics, and 
his work was frequently cited by other scholars. He also edited a well-received book on government and 
politics in Florida. Professor Dauer was a well-known figure within and outside of academia including both 
the political science and public administration communities, local and state government and the media. 
But, his heart and loyalty were perhaps tied closest to the organization that helped to co-foundðthe Florida 
Political Science Association (FPSA).   
 
In the late-1990s, the FPSA decided that it was time to establish a lasting and fitting tribute to the person 
who had breathed life into our Association and devoted so much of his time and energy to the FPSA and the 
state he loved. To that end, the Associationôs officers, Executive Council and membership in 2000 created 
the Manning J. Dauer Award to be given every three years to a faculty member at a Florida institution. 
 
Recipients of the Manning Dauer Award should have a sustained exemplary record of research, teaching, 
mentoring and service related to Florida politics and policy and supportive involvement with the Florida 
Political Science Association. Like Manning Dauer himself, recipients of this award should be recognized 
experts on Sunshine State politics and have impact and recognition beyond the discipline of political 
science reaching out to their local community, the state, nation and/or internationally. 
 

 

Manning J. Dauer Award Recipients 
 

2025     Sean Foreman, Barry University 

2020     Aubrey Jewett, University of Central Florida 

2016     Jonathan West, University of Miami 

2009     J. Edwin Benton, University of South Florida  

2006     Joan Carver, Jacksonville University 

2003     Susan A. MacManus, University of South Florida 

2000     Thomas R. Dye, Florida State University 
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FPSA Best Graduate Paper Award 
 

The FPSA recognizes the Best Graduate Paper presented at the annual meeting. The recipient of the 
award is recognized at the next meeting and receives a $250 check from the association. In addition, the 
paper is published in the related next volume of the associationôs journal, Florida Political Chronicle. 
 

FPSA Best Graduate Paper Award Winners 
 

2025     Francisco J. Jimenez, A.B.D. & M.A., Florida International University, Miami 
ñConstitutional Courts, Democracy and Public Trust: Boliviaôs Constitutional Tribunal as Case-Studyò 

 
2024     David Olusanjo, A.B.D. & M.A., Florida International University, Miami 

ñPolitical Violence and Democratic Transition in West Africa: a Vicious Circle of Relationshipò 
 
2023    Alexander Krest, University of South Florida-St. Petersburg 
            "Citizen Departure: Investigating Party Dissolution Within Urban & Rural Populations" 
 
2022    Sara Belligoni, University of Central Florida, Orlando 
            ñHeld in the Grip: Governing Institutions and Emergency Management Procedural Arrangements in the  
             Cases of Florida and Puerto Rico.ò 
 
2021     Craig Wilding, University of Central Florida, Orlando 
             "Florida Campaign Money: Are Constituents Being Represented?" 
 
2019     Davide DellôIsola, University of Central Florida, Orlando 
             ñImmigration and Demise of Social-Democratic Parties in Western Europe: France, United Kingdom,  
              Germany and Italy.ò  
 
2018     Sandor Fabian, University of Central Florida, Orlando 
             "Why Does David Sometimes Defeat Goliath? Effects of Military Culture on the Outcome of Asymmetric Warsò 
 
2017     Christopher Faulkner & Joshua Lambert, University of Central Florida, Orlando 
             "Sign on the Dotted Line: Contracting Private Military and Security Companies in African Civil Wars" 
 
2016     Jennifer L. Hudson, University of Central Florida, Orlando 
             ñLegislative Gridlock, Partisanship and Trust in Governmentò  
 
2015     Thomas Just, Florida International University, Miami 
             "Post-Communist Recovery and the State: Case Studies of Poland and Ukraine"  
 
2014     Enrijeta Shino, University of Florida, Gainesville 
             "Absentee Voting: A Cross State Analysis" 
 
2013     Essien Ukpe Ukoyo Ukpe, Akwa Ibom State University, Nigeria 
             "The Arab Connection and Upsurge of Insurgency in Africa: A Case Study of Boko Haram in Nigeria" 
 
2012     Tammie Marcus Clary, Florida Atlantic University, Fort Lauderdale 
             "Politicians of a Feather, Tweet Together" 
 
2011     Magda Giurcanu, University of Florida, Gainesville 
             "Europe at Stake at first European Parliament Elections Organized in an Enlarged Europe" 
 
2010    Jordan Michael Ragusa, University of Florida, Gainesville 
             "Chamber Hopping" in the U.S. Congress: Structure-Induced Learning and Development of a Partisan Senate" 
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FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper Award 
 

The FPSA recognizes the Best Undergraduate Paper presented at the annual meeting. The recipient of 
the award is recognized at the next meeting and receives a $200 check from the association.  In addition, 
the paper is published in the related next volume of the associationôs journal, Florida Political Chronicle. 
 

FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper Award Winners 
 

2025     Lucca Carlson, B.A., University of Florida, Gainesville 

ñCalculating Turnout in Tribal Elections: Structural Determinants of Participationò 
 
2024      Adam Bernstein, B.A., University of Florida, Gainesville 
              ñPay Fathers to Work Less? Paternity Leave Policyôs Impact on E.U. Womenôs Employmentò 
 
2023     Colin Kennerly, Stetson University, DeLand 
             "Mauritius: A Question of Democratic Development" 
 
2022     Carlos Gonzalez, USF-New College of Florida, Sarasota 
             "Paving over Democracy: The Relationship Between Highways and Voter Turnout in Florida" 
 
2021     Alyson E. Johnson, University of Central Florida, Orlando  
             "Explaining Income Inequality in Florida: 2000-2016"  
 
2019     Meghan L. Stevens, University of Central Florida, Orlando 
             "Differences in Vote Margin of Candidates in the Florida Legislatureò   
 
2018     Alexander Bruens and Mirella Miranda, Florida Atlantic University, Fort Lauderdale 
             ñRedefining Post-Conflict Peacekeeping Success in Regional and International Missionsò  
 
2017     Bradley J. Caouette, University of Central Florida, Orlando 
              "Regional Political Power in Floridaò  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2015-2024 Florida Political Science Association 
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Call for Papers: 
Florida  Political  Science  Association 
Annual  Conference:  Saturday, 18  April  2026 

1972-2022: 50 Years      Saint  Leo  University,  Florida 
 

 

 

     Program Chair:               Arrangements Chair:   
     Dr. Judithanne MacLauchlan, USF-St. Petersburg            Dr. Austin Trantham, Saint Leo University 
     Phone:  727-873-4956                 Phone:  352-588-6313 
     E-Mail:  jsm2@usf.edu                                E-Mail:  austin.trantham@saintleo.edu 
 

      
 

The 2026FPSA Annual Conference will be held on Saturday, 18 April 2026 at Saint Leo University, Florida. All 
information pertaining to the conference, driving directions, parking and hotels will be posted on the FPSA 
website by January 2026.   
 

PRE-REGISTRATION before Conference Day is $75 for faculty and $35 for students. All paper presenters, panel chairs 
and discussants please pre-register.  REGISTRATION AT CONFERENCE is $85 for faculty and $40 for students. 
Registration includes conference, lunch and subscriptions to Florida  Political  Chronicle and Political Scientist Newsletter. 
ü PRE-REGISTER  on  NEW  FPSA  website:  www.fpsanet.com  or  www.fpsanet.com/annual-conference.html  

 

Faculty, talented Graduates and Undergraduate Students are strongly encouraged to submit papers. Please send 
Paper/Panel Proposals to related Section Chairs including: Name, Institution, Rank (Faculty, Graduate Students, 
Undergraduate Students) or general public, Contact Information (E-Mail), Paper Title and Abstract (150-250 words). 
 

A $250 award is given to FPSA Best Graduate Student Paper Award and a $200 award to FPSA Best Undergraduate 
Student Paper Award, presented at the annual conference and Award papers published in Florida Political Chronicle. 

 

Selected Faculty papers, plus all Best Award Papers and Runner-ups also published in Florida Political Chronicle. 
 

Deadline for proposals is 15 December 2024.  Accepted papers notified by 30 January 2025.   
 

Sections/Panels                   Section  Chairs Contact  Information 

 American National Politics 
 Austin Trantham 
 Saint Leo University 

  austin.trantham@saintleo.edu  
352-588-6313 

 Political Theory 
 Brian Kupfer  
 Tallahassee Community College 

  brian.kupfer@tcc.fl.edu  
850-201-9951 

 Public Policy & Public 
Administration  

 Douglas Rivero   
 St. Petersburg 
College 

rivero.douglas@spcollege.edu  
727-394-6948 

 States & Local Governments 
 Sean Foreman 

 Barry University  

  sforeman@barry.edu 
305-899-4098 

 International Relations 
 Leah Blumenfeld 
 Barry University  

  lblumenfeld@barry.edu 
305-899-3386 

 Comparative Politics 
 Houman Sadri, IPAC &  

 University of Central Florida  

houman.sadri@ucf.edu  

 407-823-6023 

 Regional Security 
 

 Marco Rimanelli 
 Saint Leo University 

  marco.rimanelli@saintleo.edu 
352-588-8277 

 Roundtable: Teaching  
 Political Science 

 Kelly A. McHugh  

 Florida Southern College 
kmchugh@flsouthern.edu 

863-680-4111 
 

Call for Submissions to the Florida Political Chronicle journal:  http://www.fpsanet.com/florida -political-chronicle.htm 

Scholarly articles from past FPSA conferences are welcome as well as other papers not been previously published.  
Contact and submit papers to Editor Marco Rimanelli at Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu for the peer-review process. 
See FPSA website for conference information and archives of the Florida Political Chronicle and Political Scientist:  www.fpsanet.com    

mailto:jsm2@usf.edu
mailto:austin.trantham@saintleo.edu
http://www.fpsanet.com/
http://www.fpsanet.com/annual-conference.html
mailto:austin.trantham@saintleo.edu
mailto:brian.kupfer@tcc.fl.edu
mailto:rivero.douglas@spcollege.edu
mailto:sforeman@barry.edu
mailto:lblumenfeld@barry.edu
mailto:houman.sadri@ucf.edu
mailto:marco.rimanelli@saintleo.edu
mailto:kmchugh@flsouthern
http://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.htm
mailto:Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu
http://www.fpsanet.com/
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FPSA tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀƴƎŜ in Political Science 
by FPSA President Austin Trantham, Ph.D. (Saint Leo University, Florida) 

 

 
 
Dear colleagues and readers, 
I am honored to serve as President of the Florida Political Science Association (FPSA). Since its inception 
over five decades ago, the FPSA has remained true to its mission: promoting Political Science research, 
education and service throughout the State of Florida. The Florida Political Science Association is 
committed to the understanding of the importance of government and international politics in both 
academia and among the community. The FPSA also strives to share important changing political ideas by 
pushing intellectual boundaries and publishing innovative and original scholarship. 
 

As Artificial Intelligence (A.I.) continues to impact and alter the course of higher education, our discipline 
must reevaluate how educators convey information to studentsτand how students, in turn, learn and 
engage with political knowledge. Saint Leo is currently embracing this new educational reality by offering 
AI-ōŀǎŜŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ L ŀƳ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƻǊȅ ά!ΦLΦ ¦ƴƭƻŎƪŜŘΥ {ƪƛƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜΣ ²ƻǊƪ 
ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ Ŏƻurse, while also developing an upper-ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ά!ΦLΦ ŀƴŘ tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎέ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Fall 2026 semester.  A.I. is also changing traditional scholarly discourse. The American Journal of Political 
Science recently announced that manuscript authors must disclose A.I. use in preparing their work for 
review. Further, I am currently guest-editing a special issue of the eJournal of Public Affairs on the 
intersection between A.I. and civic engagement. I believe that all in the academy must carefully consider 
the changes A.I. has already brought to Political Scienceτand what our response will be.    
 

Despite this, some things remain tried and true. Continuity can be a reassuring reminder that while change 
is inevitable in our interconnected and globalized society, we must continue to hold onto and appreciate 
what has served us well. One of these constants is the Florida Political ChronicleΣ ǘƘŜ Ct{!Ωǎ ǇŜŜǊ-reviewed 
regional scholarly journal.  Thus, as FPSA President and as a Political Scientist specialized in Constitutional 
and American politics in Florida, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to the newest issue of the Florida 
Political Chronicle, vol.32, n.1 (2025), p.140. All essays in this new issue were first presented at the Spring 
2025 FPSA Annual Conference at the University of South Florida-Saint Petersburg on Saturday 30 March 
2025. The spirit of continuity and change is best embodied by those we honored at the 2025 FPSA 
Conference. Their commitment to scholarship and professional service is to be commended through our 
yearly exchange of ideas about politics at the local, States, Federal national and international levels. 
 

After a five-year hiatus, the FPSA bestowed its highest honor, the Manning J. Dauer Award. Manning J. 
Dauer served tirelessly in both academic and professional realms as a longtime Professor at the University 
of Florida and advisor to State Governors, legislators, mayors, county commissioner, and scores of others. 
A co-founder of the Association, we still honor his leadership and legacy today.   

¶ In 2025, Professor Sean Foreman of Barry University deservedly received this accolade for his 
continuous, long-standing scholarly and public-facing work to advance the study, understanding, 
and appreciation of Florida politics and policy. 

¶ The FPSA is also embracing change in the coming 2027 year. The officers and Executive Council 
have been collaborating on new awards to honor a distinguished faculty member in the fields of 
either Comparative Politics or International Relations, as well as an Emerging Scholar Award. These 
honors will ideally begin accepting nominations in 2027, and they represent the newest collective 
efforts to move the Association forward.   
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This issue of Florida Political Chronicle, vol. 32, n.1 (2025), also honors change by highlighting the work of 
two up-and-coming young scholars in the State of Florida and we wish to both of them all the best in their 
future professional endeavors: 

1. The recipient of the 2025 FPSA Best Graduate Paper Award is Francisco J. Jimenez, a doctoral 
ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ WƛƳŜƴŜȊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ά/ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳǊǘǎΣ 
5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ tǳōƭƛŎ ¢ǊǳǎǘΥ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎŜ ƻŦ .ƻƭƛǾƛŀΩǎ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢Ǌƛōǳƴŀƭέ on p.105-119.   

2. The recipient of the 2025 FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper Award is Lucca Carlson, B.A. from the 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŀȅΣ άCalculating Turnout in Tribal Elections: Structural Determinants 
of ParticipationέΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ 
 

The Florida Political Chronicle also published the work of two other award finalists: 
1. Dennis Mpere, a graduate student from the University of Central Florida in Orlando was the 2025 

Runner-Up for Best Graduate Paper Award with the essay, άExplaining Divergent Outcomes in 
African Territorial Disputes: a Comparative Study of Burkina-Faso-Niger and Nigeria-/ŀƳŜǊƻƻƴΣέ 
which you can read on p. 108-120.  

2. Michael Thayer, an undergraduate student at the University of Central Florida was 2025 Runner-
Up for Best Undergraduate Paper Award with the essay, άA Political-Historical Analysis on Zhou 
Enlai: tƘŜ aŀƴ .ŜƘƛƴŘ aƻŘŜǊƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅέ ƻƴ ǇΦ мнм-132.   

 

Finally, I invite you all to participate to our 2026 FPSA Annual Conference on Saturday 18 April 2026 , which 
brings together Political Science students, faculty and practitioners from across our State for a day of 
scholarly engagement for the first time at {ŀƛƴǘ [Ŝƻ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ [ŀƪŜ 
Jovita, in Saint Leo, north of Tampa, Florida. Please pre-register to benefit from the discounted rate at: 
https://www.fpsanet.com/annual-conference.html ($75 for Faculty and $35 for Students, or add $10 
more if registering at the conference site). The same link above lists our 2026 FPSA Annual Conference 
Program and local hotel information. Saint Leo University is a premier Catholic university whose Core 
Values of Community, Excellence and Respect are emblematic of the environment that the Association 
promotes through its activities. Our conference will continue to be a place where new and established 
voices in the discipline can share and learn from one another.  
 

If you would like to join the conversation, I hope that you will get to know our organization better through 
reading and participating in our publications, offered free to the public in our website 
https://www.fpsanet.com/ for both the Florida Political Chronicle as our professional, peer-reviewed, 
regional scholarly journal όōȅ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ aŀǊŎƻ wƛƳŀƴŜƭƭƛΣ Ct{!Ωǎ нnd Vice-President), and The 
Political Scientist as our professional newsletter (edited by me, Dr. Austin Trantham, FPSA President). Both 
FPSA publications always welcome interested contributors.  
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about the FPSA or wish to become involved 
ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ōȅ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ I look forward to our continued 
engagement as we navigate a discipline defined by both continuity and change. 

Sincerely, 
 

A ustin  T rantham ,Ph.D. 
President Florida Political Science Association (FPSA):  https://www.fpsanet.com/  
Assistant-Professor of Political Science 
Saint Leo University, Florida   

https://www.fpsanet.com/annual-conference.html
https://www.fpsanet.com/
https://www.fpsanet.com/
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9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ: Florida Political Chronicle in 2025 
 

by FPSA Vice-President Marco Rimanelli, Ph.D. (Saint Leo University, Florida) 
 
 
 

5ŜŀǊ Ct{! tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ άCŜƭƭƻǿ-¢ǊŀǾŜƭŜǊǎέΣ 
welcome to this new Issue of the Florida Political Chronicle, regional peer-reviewed scholarly journal of 
the Florida Political Sciences Association (FPSA) published on-line and in colour. All current, recent (2009-
2020) and archived issues (1989-2009) are available free for access on the FPSA website 
(https://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html) as a community resource for members, scholars, 
students and public interested in domestic and international affairs, as well as the work of the FPSA. Since 
2018, EBSCO Library collection of sources include also the Florida Political Chronicle and all its past issues 
as current references in library and university searches.  
 

This current Florida Political Chronicle Issue at 140 pages (vol.32, n.1, Summer 2025) welcomes our 
readers with an introductory άFPSA tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ: Continuity and Change in Political Scienceέ 
(p.12-13) by our new President of the Florida Political Sciences Association, Assistant-Professor Austin 
Trantham, Ph.D., of Saint Leo University, north of Tampa in Florida, and as FPSA Vice-President with also 
Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ά9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΥ Florida Political Chronicle ƛƴ нлнрέ όǇΦмп-17) which contains several new 
essays from our recent 2025 FPSA Annual Conference at the University of South Florida-St. Petersburg 
on 20 March 2025. I am honoued to announce these important FPSA awards:  

1) Manning Dawer Award has been conferred in 2025 to Professor Sean Foreman of Barry 
University in Miami for his academic work and leadership as past FPSA President;  

2) 2025 Winner of the FPSA Best Graduate Paper Award is Francisco J. Jimenez, A.B.D., from Florida 
LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ aƛŀƳƛΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŀȅΣ ά/ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳǊǘǎΣ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ tǳōƭƛŎ 
¢ǊǳǎǘΥ .ƻƭƛǾƛŀΩǎ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢Ǌƛōǳƴŀƭ ŀǎ /ŀǎŜ-{ǘǳŘȅέ όǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊe on p.105-119);   

3) 2025 Winner of the FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper Award is Lucca Carlson, B.A. from the University 
ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΣ DŀƛƴŜǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅ άCalculating Turnout in Tribal Elections: Structural Determinants 
of ParticipationέΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴg his award honorarium he has chosen to publish his work elsewere. 

 

The first essay of this issue, άClimate Change and Resilience Measures in U.S. and Canadian Local 
Governments: Implementing the United Nations Sustainable Development Goalsέ όǇΦ18-26) is a joint-
regional contribution from the former-President of University College of Cayman Islands & Professor 
Robert W. Robertson, Ph.D. with the Interim-Dean of the School of Business and Technology of Webster 
University Professor Carlos Aquino, Ph.D.  This joint-paper analyzes how climate change controversies for 
political scientists, public administrators and the public-at-large have spark the intervention globally also 
of the United Nations (U.N.) with a series of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by all its 193 
member-states in 2015. The SDGs provide a framework for national and sub-national actions to improve 
the socio-economic and environmental conditions by promoting sustainable development and building a 
better future for all people and the planet in a cooperative effort. At the sub-national level, a key 
stakeholder in the quest to achieving the SDGs is local governments. One of the pressing public policy issues 
impacting local governments globally is related to the increased importance of climate change and 
ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ t9² wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΤ 
seventy-ŦƛǾŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀǊŜŀǎΤ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
from the 10 largest U.S. cities account for 10% of total U.S. emissions; around the world, 2 billion more 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ōȅ нлолέ όt9² /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻƴ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜΣ ƴΦŘΦύΦ /ƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
governments have an important role in addressing climate change and resilience. This essay briefly 

https://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html
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ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5DǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
States (U.S.) and Canada aimed at addressing climate change and resilience to advance the United Nations 
Sustainable Development DƻŀƭǎΦ CǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ άǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ 
Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅέ ōȅ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
resilience being undertaken at the local level in the U.S. and Canada. 
 

The second essay, άSwinging Left and Right: An Exploration of the Political Ideology of Non-Party Affiliated 
and Independent Voters in Floridaέ όp.27-45) is also a jointςpaper by Professors Brandon Armstrong, Ph.D. 
& Abdul Sharif, Ph.D., both from Florida A&M University. This joint-study offers a clearer understanding 
of how non-party-affiliated and independent voters in Florida develop their political ideologies and 
how their political behaviors are influenced. Scholars have long questioned what drives this group 
politically. This demographic is crucial in Florida as it is growing in voter registration and has the 
potential to influence electoral outcomes if effectively engaged by either the Left or the Right. The 
main goal of this paper is to examine whether adults change their political beliefs when they have a 
stable sense of self or political identity. If so, who are the individuals more or less likely to shift their 
ideologies, and what factors contribute to these changes? We analyzed this group of voters in Florida 
using original survey data. The study focuses on various factors, including political ideology, gender, 
race, education and employment, to understand the choices of these voters. While many in this group 
are not affiliated with a political party, they may still lean towards a particular ideological stance. Our 
findings indicate that a significant majority of these voters have changed their ideologies, regardless 
of their original beliefs. However, the significance of these results depends on a variety of factors. 
 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŜǎǎŀȅΣ άLǘŀƭȅΩǎ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ !Ǌǘ ŀƴŘ Historic Chiurazzi Artistic Foundry of Naples-Rome: Twin Chiurazzi 
Dynasties from Unification to Fascism to Cold War, 1860s-2000έ όǇΦп6-92) by Professor Marco Rimanelli, 
Ph.D. in Politics & International Security, from Saint Leo University & Fulbright Chair E.U. College of Europe-
Bruges, as well as Editor of this journal. This essay explores how like other countries, Italy too developed 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ όάwƛǎƻǊƎƛƳŜƴǘƻέκwŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴύ ŀ pattern of political art to both commemorate 
its past Greaco-Roman artwork and recent political events. During the 1880s to 1990s, the world famous 
Chiurazzi Artistic Foundry of Naples-Rome did cast fine Classical art bronze and marble copies sold globally 
ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎƛȊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΣ ǎƻƻƴ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŀǎ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ CǊŜƴŎƘ ōǊƻƴȊŜ 
production of sculptor/artist Auguste Rodin of Paris (1840-1917). The Chiurazzi Foundry artwork today is 
exposed in many museums world-wide, and especially at the Ringling Museum of Sarasota, Florida and 
Getty Museum of Los Angeles, California. The Italian Chiurazzi dynasty of Naples was also represented in 
Rome in the 1920s-60s by ά¢ŀƴƛƴƻέ /ƘƛǳǊŀȊȊƛ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ Ŧor 
patriotic monuments, while running the Chiurazzi Art Gallery in Rome and sponsoring the avant-guarde 
Roman School of paintings. The Italian Chiurazzi dynasty of Naples was joined by its related Chiurazzi branch 
of Rome who were not in the arts or business, but involved in law and government ties, with Guido Chiurazzi 
who became one of the Directors of the Fascist Chamber of Commerce, while his nephew Ettore Chiurazzi 
ƻŦ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ wƻȅŀƭ /ŀǊŀōƛƴƛŜǊƛ ǳƴŘŜǊǘƻƻƪ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŀǊŜ veteran who begun as a Private 
(1903), rapidly rose as NCO (1906-11), then Officer (1911-1944), Gold Medal for Valour in World War I 
(1917), Full-/ƻƭƻƴŜƭ ōȅ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǿŀǊΩǎ ŜƴŘ ŀǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ .ǊƛƎŀŘƛŜǊ-General (1944-45). 
9ǘǘƻǊŜ /ƘƛǳǊŀȊȊƛΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀƭǎo first-ƘŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ мутлǎ-1945 gradual imperialist penetrations in 
the Adriatic/Balkans and East Mediterranean, seeking to build upon patient diplomatic intrigue, limited 
regional influence, and brief periods of dominance through the Triple AlliŀƴŎŜΣ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ CŀǎŎƛǎƳΩǎ 
imperialism, Axis alliance and World War II. Finally, due to the drastic changes in art tastes after World War 
II the once glorious Chiurazzi Foundry of Naples and Rome rapidly declined during the Cold War and went 
bankrupt by мффу ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ƎŀƳōƭƛƴƎΦ 
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The fourth essay, ά/ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳǊǘǎΣ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ tǳōƭƛŎ ¢ǊǳǎǘΥ .ƻƭƛǾƛŀΩǎ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢Ǌƛōǳƴŀƭ ŀǎ 
Case-{ǘǳŘȅέ όǇΦ93-107) is by Francisco J. Jimenez, A.B.D., from Florida International University in Miami 
and the 2025 Winner of the FPSA Best Graduate Paper Award. This paper examines the case-study of 
.ƻƭƛǾƛŀΩǎ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΣ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ 
ōŀŎƪǎƭƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘΦ .ƻƭƛǾƛŀΩǎ нл09 judicial reform, which introduced elections for 
justices, strived to increase legitimacy but instead facilitated greater executive influence over the 
Judiciary. Relying on data from the Latin American Public Opinion Project (2006ς2023), the study finds 
that trust in the Tribunal declines when it fails to defend democratic principles and aligns with the 
executive. The findings contribute to the literature on democratic backsliding by showing how reforms 
framed as democratizing tools can facilitate authoritarian consolidation in hybrid regimes. Ultimately, this 
study contributes to judicial political literature as it enriches the debate on the mechanisms used by 
popular executives to exert influence over the courts.  
 

The fifth essay, άExplaining Divergent Outcomes in African Territorial Disputes: Comparative Study 
of Burkina Faso vs. Niger and Nigeria vs. Cameroonέ (p.108-120) is by Dennis Mpere, M.A., from the 
University of Central Florida in Orlando) and the 2025 Runner-up of the FPSA Best Graduate Paper Award. 
This study analyzes why African states respond differently to international rulings on territorial disputes 
despite facing similar historical and resource-based challenges. Using a comparative analysis of the 
Burkina Faso vs. Niger and Nigeria vs. Cameroon border cases, it examines how domestic institutional 
capacity and regional institutional influence shape compliance with International Court of Justice (I.C.J.) 
decisions. The paper argues that stronger domestic governance structures and effective regional 
mediation mechanisms increase the likelihood of peaceful and timely compliance, offering broader 
insights into conflict resolution and international law enforcement across Sub-Saharan Africa. 
 

The sixth essay, άA Political-Historical Analysis on Zhou Enlai: the Man Behind Modern Chinese Diplomacyέ 
(p.121-132) is by Michael Thayer, B.A., from the University of Central Florida in Orlando and the 2025 
Runner-up for the FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper Award. This paper analyzes the career of the People's 
Republic of China's (PRC) first Premier and Foreign Minister Zhou Enlai from the Communist take-over in 
late-1949 until his death in 1976. Zhou Enlai is credited as the father of modern Chinese foreign policy and 
was the most respected and competent leader of Communist China. Zhou's diplomatic expertise, political 
foresight and commitment to pragmatic governance influenced Communist China's evolution from an 
ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘΣ ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻǊƴ ōȅ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ όмфот-1945), World War II (1939-1945) and three civil 
wars (1920s, 1930s and 1946-1949) to an independent nation capable of holding its own on the global 
stage. Communist China rose internationally first under the bilateral ideologico-politico-military alignment 
in the Soviet Union-led Communist Bloc (1949-1963, including expensive participation in the Korean and 
Two Viet-Nam Wars) to attempted-ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƛǊŘ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŘŜŎƻƭƻƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ !ǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ 
Africa (1950s-1970s) to complete global isolationism (1963-1971) until the opening to the West and 
historical reconciliation with the ex-enemy U.S.A. (1971). 
 

The seventh essay is our Book Review (p.133-136): άMher D. Sahakyan & Kevin Lo eds., Routledge 
IŀƴŘōƻƻƪ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ .Ŝƭǘ ŀƴŘ wƻŀŘ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ 9ǳǊŀǎƛŀέ (London: Routledge/Taylor & Francis, 2026), 
pages 614, ISBN 9781032840956, reviewed by Associate-Professor Houman Sadri, Ph.D., from the 
University of Central Florida and IPAC, Orlando, as well as ex-Officio President of the Florida Political Sciences 
Association. This interesting handbook is a comprehensive and timely volume that brings together leading 
scholars to examine the geo-political, geo-strategy, geo-economic, technological and environmental 
ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ .Ŝƭǘ ŀƴŘ wƻŀŘ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ό.ΦwΦLΦύ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 9ǳǊŀǎƛŀΦ The handbook is organized into 
ten thematic parts and comprises 29 chapters, each authored by experts in their respective fields. 

Over the last decade, the B.R.I. contributed to China becoming an economic and political SuperPower, but 
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the RussoςUkrainian War brought seismic geo-political and geo-economic impacts and a new struggle 
between Great Powers. Covering the impact of the B.R.I. and the positions of other Great, Middle and 
Small Powers, the ten parts explain the geo-political and geo-economic dynamics along the Silk Road 
9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ .ŜƭǘΩǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ό9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǳŎŀǎǳǎΣ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ǎƛŀΣ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŀǊ 
East, Middle East, South Asia, Southeast Asia and East Asia), implementing case-studies on Europe, South 
Caucasus, Central Asia, Russian Far East, Middle East, South Asia, Southeast Asia and East Asia. Expert 
scholars from East, West, North and South engage with B.R.I. concepts to create a book that will be of 
interest to policy-makers, business, scholars and students of area studies, cybersecurity and digitalization, 
economics, security studies, politics of international trade, foreign policy, global governance and 
international organizations. 
 

Finally, this issue displays the CƭƻǊƛŘŀ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ 
Freedom in our universities and community colleges (p.137). This is followed by our traditional display of 
two Back-Covers (p.138 & 139) for the Florida Political Chronicle, highlighting the institutional profile of 
current FPSA University Members:  Back-Cover I depicts Saint Leo University in Florida, and Back-Cover II the 
Information & Policy Analysis Center (IPAC) of the University of Central Florida in Orlando. As FPSA sponsor, 
Lt!/Ωǎ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ-Director Houman Sadri, Ph.D. and Associate-Professor at the University of Central Florida in 
Orlando (also ex-Officio FPSA President in 2012-2013) has generously funded the FPSA Best Undergraduate 
Paper Award to meritorious candidates in 2015, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2022, 2023 and 2024. Dr. Sadri proudly 
reconfirms that IPAC will kindly continue to sponsor future FPSA Best Undergraduate Paper Awards. 
 

Our Mission:  since 1989, the Florida Political Chronicle is the peer-reviewed, regional, scholarly journal 
of the Florida Political Sciences Association, serving the academic disciplines and professors of Political 
Sciences and International Relations in a balanced, non-political, analytical, intellectual and non-
ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƻǊȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
requirements for public policy in universities. The Florida Political Chronicle is registered on EBSCO and 
encourages submissions of scholarly academic essays and Book-Reviews from all Political Sciences-related 
Disciplines:  American Government & Politics; Political Theories & Philosophy; Comparative Politics; 
International Affairs and Security; Diplomatic History;  International Political Economy;  Public 
Administration;   International Law and Organizations.  
  
Our FPSA regional scholarly journal supports submissions from current and past FPSA members, as well 
as domestic and foreign scholars who have either presented their work at any FPSA Annual Conference or 
support our regional ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
 

Thank you for your enduring trust in the Florida Political Chronicle (Submission Guidelines on p.7). 
Most sincerely, 

 

M arco R imane ll i,Ph.D. 
Vice-President of FloridaΩs Political Sciences Association (FPSA), https://www.fpsanet.com/  
Editor of Florida  Political  Chronicle, FP{!Ωǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΣ https://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html  

Full-Professor of Politics & International Security at Saint Leo University-Florida, U.S.A. https://www.saintleo.edu/faculty-bios/marco-rimanelli-ph-d 

& 2013-2014 Fulbright-Schuman Chair at E.U. graduate College of Europe-Bruges, Flanders/Belgium.   

https://www.fpsanet.com/
https://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html
https://www.saintleo.edu/faculty-bios/marco-rimanelli-ph-d
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Climate Change and Resilience Measures in U.S. and Canadian Local 
Governments: Implementing the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals 
by Robert W. Robertson, Ph.D. (ex-President University College of Cayman Islands) & 
Carlos Aquino, Ph.D. (Interim-Dean School of Business & Technology, Webster University) 

 
 
  
Abstract:  Climate change is an increasingly topical issue for political scientists, public administrators and 
the public-at-large. Globally, the United Nations (U.N.) has developed a series of Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) adopted by all its 193 member-states in 2015. The SDGs provide a framework for national and 
sub-national actions to improve the socio-economic and environmental conditions by promoting 
sustainable development and building a better future for all people and the planet in a cooperative effort. 
At the sub-national level, a key stakeholder in the quest to achieving the SDGs is local governments. One 
of the pressing public policy issues impacting local governments globally is related to the increased 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ t9² wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΤ 75% ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀǊŜŀǎΤ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ 
greenhouse gas emissions from the 10 largest U.S. cities account for 10% of total U.S. emissions; around 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ н ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ōȅ нлолέ όt9² /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻn Climate Change, 
n.d.). Clearly, local governments have an important role in addressing climate change and resilience. This 
Ŝǎǎŀȅ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5DǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ 
in the United States (U.S.) and Canada aimed at addressing climate change and resilience to advance the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Fundamentally, this research highlights the importance of 
άǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅέ ōȅ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ǝƻvernments related to climate change 
and resilience being undertaken at the local level in the U.S. and Canada. 

 
 
 
Introduction 

b!{! ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀǎ άŀ ƭƻƴƎ-term change in the average weather patterns that have 
ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭΣ ǊŜƎƛƻƴal and global climates. These changes have a broad range of observed 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳΦ /ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ-20th 
Century are driven by human activities, particularly fossil fuel burning, which increases heat-trapping 
ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƛƴ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΣ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜέ όb!{!Σ ƴΦŘΦύΦ 
There are also natural causes that can change heat trapping gasesτsuch as volcanic activity; however, 
only the human generated greenhouse gas levels can be controlled. The Union of Concerned Scientists 
ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ άǿŜ are in a climate crisis. As the world warms, people across the globe face daunting new 
challenges, on a scale never seen before. To withstand those challengesτand to thriveτwe need climate 
ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜέ ό¦ƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎΣ нлннύΦ ¢ƘŜ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ όaL¢Σ ƴΦŘΦύ 
notes that climate change is primarily driven by human activity. The impacts of climate change will only 
increase as global warming continǳŜǎΦ aL¢ όнлннύ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ άƛǘ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎ 
we all need for clean, fresh water will change, drying up in some places while causing floods in others. 
There is also significant evidence that, as a result of climate change, wildfires will worsen, destroying lives 
and property; that sea levels will rise, flooding many large cities; that hurricanes will become stronger; 
that the oceans will grow more acidic and hold less oxygen, threatening sea life and the people who rely 
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on it for food; and that many people around the world would need to move to escape floods, famines or 
ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊŜǎǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŘŀǇǘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΦέ 

wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŎƻǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ managing the impacts of climate change 
while preventing those impacts from growing worse. A climate resilient society would be low-carbon and 
ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŀǊƳŜǊ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ό¦ƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎΣ нлннύΦ 

The issue of climate change has been viewed as increasing in importance due to the number and 
impact of disasters evidenced globally. As a result of these very significant and visceral events there has 
been an awareness of the need to build more sustainable and resilient communities.  
 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

On a global scale, one policy initiative developed by the United Nations (U.N.) to frame 
sustainability issues was the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted in 2015. 
The seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are coupled with 169 targets (United Nations, n.d.). 
The goals include: 

1. no poverty; 
2. zero hunger;  
3. good health and well-being;  
4. quality education;  
5. gender equality;  
6. clean water and sanitation;  
7. affordable clean energy;  
8. decent work and economic growth;  
9. industry innovation and infrastructure; 
10. reduced inequalities; 
11. sustainable cities and communities;  
12. responsible consumption and production;  
13. climate action;   
14. life below water;  
15. life on land;  
16. peace justice and strong institutions; and  
17. partnerships for goals (United Nations (n.d.).  
Of course, these goals represent an aspirational vision of the future and consistent, incremental 

steps supported by key performance indicators are required to advance these SDGs. 
 
Climate Change and Resilience: Impacts 

¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ CƻǊǳƳ όнлноύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǘƻƭƭ ƻŦ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ 
substantially, according to a World Meteorological Organization report which highlighted the fact that 
extreme weather events and climate-related disasters have caused significant economic losses, reaching 
nearly $1.5 trillion in the decade to 2019. In addition, the international system has struggled to make the 
required progress on climate change, according to the World Economic ForǳƳΩǎ Dƭƻōŀƭ wƛǎƪǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ нлноέ 
(World Economic Forum, 2023). 

bh!! όнлнрύ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ άƛƴ нлнпΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ нт ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
at least $1 billion in damages, trailing only the record-setting 28 events analyzed in 2023. These disasters 
caused at least 568 direct or indirect fatalities, which is the eighth highest for these billion-dollar 
disasters over the last 45 years (1980-2024). The U.S. has sustained 403 weather and climate disasters 
for which the individual damage costs reached or exceeded $1 billion. The cumulative cost for these 403 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘǎ ϷнΦфмр ǘǊƛƭƭƛƻƴέ όbh!!Σ нлнрύΦ 
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The United States Environmental Protection Agency states that climate change is happening with 
impacts across the whole country (United States Environmental Protection Agency, n.d.). The EPA notes 
that global temperatures have risen by 1.7o Celsius from 1970 to 2023. The impact of increasing 
temperatures includes climate change, and the scale of the impacts continues to increase. 

Similarly, in Canada, the Canadian Climate Institute (2024) states that the financial toll from this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘǿƻ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎŜŘ ϷмΦу ōƛƭƭƛƻƴΣ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴǎǳǊŜŘ 
losses. A single afternoon of heavy rain in Toronto, Ontario, caused flooding that may wind up costing 
almost $1 billion. The wildfire that destroyed parts of Jasper will cost at least $880 million in insured losses 
alone (Canadian Climate Institute, 2024).  

Wildfires in Canada have created serious impacts in the U.S. resulting in a bilateral memorandum 
ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ  ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ 
of America are providing enhanced protection for their citizens by ensuring a more efficient exchange of 
wildfire suppression resources across international borders. It also facilitates information-sharing that 
ŜȄǇŀƴŘǎ ǿƛƭŘƭŀƴŘ ŦƛǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέ ό¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΣ нлноύΦ 

Most scientists (World Population Review, 2024) are of the view that climate change is being driven 
ōȅ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ DǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎ όDIDύ άƛǎ ŀ Ǝŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
traps heat in the atmosphere. Greenhouse gases are so named because they function similarly to the glass 
in a greenhouse. They pose no hindrance to sunlight which passes straight through and generates heat 
when it reaches the ground. However, when that heat attempts to rise and dissipate, it cannot penetrate 
the gases/glass and instead builds up, raising the ambient temperature. This phenomenon is known as the 
ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘέ ό²ƻǊƭŘ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǾƛŜǿΣ нлнпύΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀŘŀ Ǌŀƴƪ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǊŘ 
in the generation of greenhouse gas emissions behind Australia. 

¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tŀƴŜƭ ƻƴ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ όLt//ύ ǿŀǎ άcreated by the United Nations 
Environment Programme (U.N. Environment) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) in 1988, 
ǘƘŜ Lt// Ƙŀǎ мфр aŜƳōŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎέ όLƴǘŜǊ-governmental Panel on Climate Change, n.d.). 

In 2021, the IPCC issued a report that noted climate change reflects a range of impacts including: 
1. climate change is intensifying the water cycle. This brings more intense rainfall and associated 

flooding, as well as more intense drought in many regions;  
2. climate change is affecting rainfall patterns. In high latitudes, precipitation is likely to increase, 

while it is projected to decrease over large parts of the subtropics; also changes to monsoon 
precipitation are expected, which will vary by region;  

3. coastal areas will see continued sea level rise throughout the 21st Century, contributing to more 
frequent and severe coastal flooding in low-lying areas and coastal erosion. Extreme sea level 
events that previously occurred once in 100 years could happen every year by the end of this 
century. Further warming will amplify permafrost thawing, and the loss of seasonal snow 
cover, melting of glaciers and ice sheets, and loss of summer Arctic sea ice;  

4. changes to the ocean, including warming, more frequent marine heatwaves, ocean 
acidification, and reduced oxygen levels have been clearly linked to human influence. These 
changes affect both ocean ecosystems and the people that rely on them, and they will continue 
throughout at least the rest of this century; and 

5. for cities, some aspects of climate change may be amplified, including heat (since urban areas 
are usually warmer than their surroundings), flooding from heavy precipitation events and sea 
ƭŜǾŜƭ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŎƛǘƛŜǎέ όLƴǘŜǊƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tŀƴŜƭ ƻƴ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜΣнлнмύΦ   

Climate change is happening globally, and the impacts do not respect political boundaries. 
However, it is important to note that the effects of climate change can differ locally. Certain sectors, 
regions, and human populations are more vulnerable or have unique risks due to climate change. For 
example, in the Caribbean, the region generates a small percentage of greenhouse gases compared to 
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ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ άǎƳŀƭƭ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ 
the countries in the world most vulnerable to the effects of climate change, including rising sea levels, 
coastal erosion, and stronger and more frequent storms. Several countries, including Barbados and 
Dominica, stand out for their ambitious plans to reduce their emissions and invest in more climate-
resilient infrastructure. However, climate finance remains a challenge as Caribbean nations struggle with 
heavy debt burdens, despite receiving some regional and international support (Roy, 2024).  

On a sub-national level, the International City Management Association notes that climate change 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ άŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜƭȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέ όL/a!Σ ƴΦŘΦύΦ 
Many local governments have adopted the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals which can 
serve as a framework to address environmental issues. In 2013, The Global Taskforce of Local and Regional 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ άΧōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀnd coordinate the joint advocacy 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎέ ό¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ 
нлмоύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƻŀŘƳŀǇ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ {5DΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΥ  

1. awareness-raising by promoting the goals;  
2. advocacy by providing a sub-national perspective of local issues and concerns;  
3. implementation adopting specific actions; 
4. monitoring by documenting and evaluating practical applications; and  
5. where do we go from here by charting a continuously improving response for future actions 

(United Nations Development Program, 2013). 
 
Climate Change and Resilience in U. S. Local Governments 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ 
climate change and resilience in the United States (U.S.). 

The National League of Cities (NLC) is a network of more than 2,700 cities nationwide which 
άǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ 
change. We focus on advancing plans, policies and programs to create climate-ready municipal 
ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ όbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜ 
ƻŦ /ƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƴΦŘΦύΦ ¢ƘŜ b[/ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ άǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛǘs 
members in cities, towns and villages as they build their resilience to the impacts of climate change. We 
focus on advancing plans, policies and programs to create climate-ready municipal infrastructure that 
supports healthy, prepared communities today aƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ όbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ /ƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƴΦŘΦύΦ 

A key area facing climate change challenges in the United States is Florida. Safdie (2025) notes that 
άCƭƻǊƛŘŀ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŀǎ άƎǊƻǳƴŘ ȊŜǊƻέ ŦƻǊ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ United 
{ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƛǘ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀǘŜǊ ς where 
ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ aƛŀƳƛ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ сл҈ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀǘŜǊ ōȅ нлслΦέ 

CƭƻǊƛŘŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ όƴΦŘΦύ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘhe Southeast is already 
changing and will continue to change over the coming decades, the extent of change and severity of 
impacts will depend in part on human actions. Communities are preparing by becoming more efficient, 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, identifying vulnerable sectors of society, scaling up adaptation 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǊƛǎƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέΦ 

¢ƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǎŜŀ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ϧ9ƭŜǾŀǘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀέ 
which is a first-of-its-kind, groundbreaking statewide residential mitigation program. Led by the Florida 
Division of Emergency Management (FDEM), this program is designed to protect homes and communities 
by reducing damage caused by natural disasters like hurricanes and floods. Ϧ9ƭŜǾŀǘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀέ is designed 
ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέ όCƭƻǊƛŘŀ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊΣ ƴΦŘΦύΦ 
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!ǎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ CƻǊǘ [ŀǳŘŜǊŘŀƭŜ C[Φ Ƙŀǎ άǎŜǾŜƴ ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜΤ 
300+ miles of waterway coastline; a flat topography; a shallow, porous aquifer; and a subtropical climate; 
Fort Lauderdale is vulnerable to the effects of climate change, particularly sea level rise, extreme rain 
events and elevated temperatures. Consequently, Fort Lauderdale prioritizes increasing its resilience to 
sea level rise, temperature increases and other climate impacts. Resilience means that the City is striving 
ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛǘǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎέ ό/ƛǘȅ of Fort 
Lauderdale, n.d.).  

In Fort Lauderdale, Florida, a city-wide initiative (άFortify Fort Lauderdaleέ) focused on improving 
ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
communities was created to focus on the rising sea, hotter and longer seasons, rainfall patterns and storm 
intensity (City of Fort Lauderdale, n.d.). To strategically address the issues Fort Lauderdale used an 
Adaptation Action Areas (AAAs) approach that specifically identified storm water and seawall/tidal barrier 
infrastructure priorities based on data and community input. άFortify Fort Lauderdaleέ has created a 
Frequently Asked Questions that provides guidance and advice to neighborhoods and community groups 
about priority actions and opportunities for stakeholder input.   

Both Ϧ9ƭŜǾŀǘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀέ and άFortify Fort Lauderdaleέ essentially assist in the redevelopment of 
existing infrastructure and properties. Brey (2022) notes that there is tension inherent in the types of 
programs being ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΦ .ǊŜȅ όнлннύ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ άƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ 
infrastructure are as forward-ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ 
based on evidence should drive decision making.   

Another example of the impacts of climate change on U.S. cities is evident in Phoenix, Arizona. 
5Ŝ.ǳȅǎ όнлмоύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άtƘƻŜƴƛȄΩǎ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘƛŜǎ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǎƘŀƪƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ 
ǎǉǳŀǊŜƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƘŀƛǊǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ Lƴ tƘƻŜƴƛȄΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴvergence of heat, drought, and violent 
ǿƛƴŘǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƳǇƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tƘƻŜƴƛȄ ƛǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ 
series of workshops based on a city-wide consultative process to identify climate solutions for the Phoenix 
2025 Climate Action Plan Update. The initial plan was adopted in 2021 and it included four key topics 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǘΣ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊέ όhŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ нлнрύΦ  

The goals from the original 2009 plan have generated a seriŜǎ ƻŦ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ ά/ƛǘy of Phoenix 
Climate Goals are: 

1. A carbon-neutral city by 2050 operating on 100% clean energy;  
2. !ƭƭ ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ άƴŜǘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜϦ ōȅ нлрл ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΤ  
3. Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emission reduction targets: 

¶ 15% by 2015 for City Operations achieved 

¶ 40% by 2025 (City Operations only) on track 

¶ 50% by 2030 community-wide (Paris-compliant) on track 

¶ 100% by 2050 community-wide by 2050 

¶ Clean Air ς meeting federal standards by 2050 

¶ Zero waste through the circular economy 

¶ A 100-year supply of clean and reliable water 

¶ /ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŦƻƻŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ōȅ нлрл ǿƛǘƘ ȊŜǊƻ ŦƻƻŘ ŘŜǎŜǊǘǎέ όhŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
Environmental Programs, 2025). 

Both cases in Florida and Arizona reflect the wide range of climate change driven impacts and the 
extensive public consultation efforts to address these impacts. In addition, the cases illustrate the 
importance of a partnership approach to address the root causes of the climate change driven impacts. 
Indeed, (Sanders, Tompkins & Huber, 2025) identify the critical importance of a coordinated approach to 
planning in preparation for disaster resilience.  
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Climate Change and Resilience in Canadian Local Governments 
The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) represents local governments across the country. 

¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ C/a ƛǎ ǘƻ άōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нΣллл ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǎƛȊŜǎτrepresenting 
more than 92% of Canadians. Together with our members, we have secured historic gains at the Federal 
levelτempowering local leaders to build betǘŜǊ ƭƛǾŜǎέ όCŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƴΦŘΦύΦ ¢ƘŜ 
C/a ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ CǊƻƳ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŦƛǊŜǎ ǘƻ ƛŎŜ ǎǘƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ 
flooding, cities and communities are where the economic and human costs of global warming hit the 
hardest. Climate change is the single biggest challenge of our time. With municipalities influencing roughly 
ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǎŎŀƭŜ ǳǇ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ 
resilient low-carbon future by 2050. Together, we can build a greener and more prosperous Canadaτone 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜέ όCŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƴΦŘΦύΦ 

In June 2020, the City of Halifax, Nova Scotia, adopted a comprehensive plan in response to the 
climate crisis called HalifACT. ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ άƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ 
It's our community response to the climate crisis that will build a more resilient and healthy future in 
Atlantic Canada while preparing for current and future climate impacts with a goal to achieve a net-zero 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ōȅ нлрлέ όIŀƭƛŦŀȄΣ ƴΦŘΦύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
property tax being dedicated to the implementation of identified actions such as the addition of solar on 
public buildings, using electric vehicles for public purposes including buses and similar initiatives. In the 
case of Halifax, sea level rise is not as significant a concern as is the case in Florida. 

Lƴ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ YŀƳƭƻƻǇǎ άŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /limate Action Plan (CCAP) in 2021 
which sets a course for reducing community emissions by 80% by 2050 while increasing our resilience to the 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ //!tΩǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎτcalled Big Movesτtarget community 
GHG emissions sources primarily from transportation fuels; energy use in buildings; and waste by promoting 
low-carbon growth, sustainable transportation options, zero-ŎŀǊōƻƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅέ ό/ƛǘȅ 
of Kamloops, n.d.). The City of Kamloops used a consultative process to develop the CCAP and included an 
annual reporting system to track progress. The key climate change impact evident in the Kamloops area has 
ōŜŜƴ ǿƛƭŘŦƛǊŜǎΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ άŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǿƻǊǎŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƛǊŜ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ 
northwestern Canada. Dry fuel significantly increased fire severity and severe fires occurred more frequently 
ƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ŦƛǊŜ Řŀȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀƭƭέ ό5ŀǿǎƻƴΣ нлнрύΦ 

Both Halifax, Nova Scotia, and Kamloops, British Columbia, reflect the growing awareness of the 
impacts of climate change across Canada and the need to take local action. These cases illustrate the wide 
range of impacts requiring attention at the local level. 
 
Summary 

The lived experiences of climate change have generated a significant increase in awareness of the 
impacts impacting individuals, communities and nations globally. Efforts to develop resilient communities 
have been pursued at the subnational level. Many of these efforts have been advanced at the local level. 
Cities have taken the lead in addressing climate change globally and there are examples in both the United 
States and Canada. Common elements are an inclusive approach that engages stakeholders, reviewing 
existing infrastructure with a view to hardening the physical elements of the community, prioritizing key 
projects. The significant differences in the impacts of climate change as evidenced by these cases reflect 
distinct geographic locations and political realities that highlight the complexity of the problem. A 
coordinated proactive, public policy approach based on evidence is critical in addressing climate change 
(see as example, PEW, ƴΦŘΦύΣ ά!ŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ ŀ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ [ƛƳƛǘƛƴƎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ LƳǇŀŎǘǎέ: 
https://www.pew.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2024/04/05/pew-advances-a-comprehensive-approach-to-limiting-climate-change-impacts).  

/ƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀ άƻƴŜ ǎƛȊŜ Ŧƛǘǎ ŀƭƭέ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 
  

https://www.pew.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2024/04/05/pew-advances-a-comprehensive-approach-to-limiting-climate-change-impacts
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https://www.caymaniantimes.ky/news/robertson-receives-prestigious-fellowship 

 

Dr. Robert W. Robertson received the Fellow City and Guilds London Institute Diploma from Sir Andrew 
Parmley, former-Lord Mayor of London and Faiza Khan, MBE, Executive-Director, Corporate Affairs and 
Foundation of the City and Guilds. The ceremony was held at Mansion House in the City of London, United 
Kingdom. ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ DǳƛƭŘǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ άŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƛƳǇactful, strategic 
and innovative leadership in higher education and for his commitment in promoting work-based skills and 
creating opportunities to assist learners in achieving their personal and professional goals. The Council is 
honoured to confer Fellowship on Robert ²Φ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΦέ 
 

The City and Guilds was founded in 1878 by the City of London and its traditional craft Guilds to ensure 
that there were properly trained employees for industry growth in the face of international competition. 
In 1900, the City and Guilds was granted a Royal Charter by Queen Victoria. City and Guilds is one of the 
founding partners of the Imperial College in London, and the Fellowship reflects that long and impactful 
association. It is a prestigious honour, recognising individuals who have demonstrated outstanding 
professional and personal achievements in skills development, workforce readiness and workplace 
training including formal apprenticeships. 
 

Fewer than 1,000 Fellowships have been conferred by the City and Guilds Council on individuals who have 
made a very significant, sustainable, evidence-based strategic contribution to industry or the education 
sector. The Fellowship is considered equivalent to a Doctorate on the Regulated Qualifications Framework 
in the United Kingdom and Fellowship of the City and Guilds of London Institute is seen as equivalent to 
an Honorary Doctorate awarded by a university. Dr. Robertson has more than 25 years of experience 
leading award-winning organizations in Canada, United States, Central Asia and the Caribbeans. He is 
currently a Senior-Research Fellow at the Commonwealth Institute of the School of Advanced Studies of 
the University of London, United Kingdom. As a consultant he assisting three Caribbean countries in 
developing and implementing strategic workforce readiness initiatives. Dr. Robertson previously served 
as President of the University College of the Cayman Islands (2022-2025) and as first President of the 
Bahamas Technical and Vocational Institute (2016-2022). He is the recipient of a Fulbright Specialist Award 
from the U.S. Department of State, Washingtgon, D.C.; is an International Scholar (Emerging Leader in the 
Americas; Global Affairs Canada), a Principal Fellow of the Higher Education Academy, United Kingdom; 
and a Paul Harris Fellow with the Rotary Club of Grand Cayman--Sunrise.   

https://www.caymaniantimes.ky/news/robertson-receives-prestigious-fellowship
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