
 Call for      Call for Papers 
  Florida Political Science Association 
  Annual Conference: April 18, 2026 

  1972-2022: 50 Years        Saint Leo University, Saint Leo, Florida  
 
       Program Chair:                 Arrangements Chair:  

       Dr. Judithanne McLauchlan, USF St. Petersburg         Dr. Austin Trantham, Saint Leo University 

       E-Mail: jsm2@usf.edu               E-Mail: austin.trantham@saintleo.edu   

 
The 2026 FPSA Annual Conference will be held on Saturday, April 18, 2026, at Saint Leo University in Saint 

Leo, Florida. All information pertaining to the conference, including driving directions, parking, and hotels, 

will be posted on the FPSA website in February 2026.  

 
Faculty, talented graduate students, and undergraduate students are strongly encouraged to participate.   
Please submit your proposals for individual papers or panels directly to the relevant section chair.  
 

Proposals must include the following: Name, Institutional Affiliation, Rank (Faculty, Graduate Student, or 
Undergraduate Student), Contact Information (E-Mail Address), Paper Title, and Abstract of 150-250 words. 
 
The deadline for proposals is now January 31, 2026.  Papers accepted will be notified in February 2026.  

 

 

  Section or Roundtable  Section Chair Contact Information 

  American National Politics 
 Austin Trantham 
 Saint Leo University 

  austin.trantham@saintleo.edu  
352-588-6313 

  Political Theory 
 Brian Kupfer 
 Tallahassee Community College 

  brian.kupfer@tcc.fl.edu  
850-201-9951 

  Public Policy and     

  Public Administration 
 Douglas Rivero   

 St. Petersburg College 

rivero.douglas@spcollege.edu  
727-394-6948 

  State and Local Government 
 Sean Foreman 

 Barry University 

  sforeman@barry.edu 
305-899-4098 

  International Relations 
 Leah Blumenfeld 
 Barry University 

  lblumenfeld@barry.edu 
305-899-3386 

  Comparative Politics 
 Houman Sadri, IPAC &  

 University of Central Florida 

 

 

houman.sadri@ucf.edu  

  407 823-2608 

Regional Security from 
WWI to Today 

 

 Marco Rimanelli 
 Saint Leo University 

  marco.rimanelli@saintleo.edu 
352-588-8277 

  Roundtable: Teaching  
  Political Science 

 Kelly A. McHugh  
 Florida Southern College 

kmchugh@flsouthern.edu 
863-680-4111 

 

 

Registration 

Registration fees include conference attendance, lunch, and subscriptions to the Florida Political 

Chronicle and The Political Scientist newsletter.  Preregistration online is $75 for faculty and $35 for 

students. All paper presenters, panel chairs, and discussants are asked to pre-register. On-site registration is 

$85 for faculty and $40 for students. Online registration is available on the FPSA website at: 

www.fpsanet.com/annual-conference.html .  Refunds for conference registration are not provided.  
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Conference Paper Awards  

A $250.00 award is given to the Best Graduate Student Paper, and a $200.00 award is presented to the Best 

Undergraduate Student Paper Award at the annual conference. The FPSA will begin awarding an Emerging 

Scholar Award in 2026 for those untenured or serving in non-tenure earning roles. Additional information on 

eligibility requirements will be forthcoming.  

 

Award recipients may have their papers published in the Florida Political Chronicle; the peer-reviewed 

academic journal published by the FPSA. Selected faculty papers, plus all runner-up student papers, are also 

eligible for publication.  

 

FPSA Publications 

Call for Submissions to the Florida Political Chronicle, the FPSA’s peer-reviewed academic journal: 

https://www.fpsanet.com/florida-political-chronicle.html. Scholarly articles from past FPSA conferences are 

welcome, as well as other papers that have not been previously published. Please contact the Editor, Marco 

Rimanelli (Marco.Rimanelli@saintleo.edu) to begin the peer-review process. 

 

Call for Submissions to The Political Scientist, the semi-annual newsletter of the FPSA: 

https://www.fpsanet.com/the-political-scientist.html. Submissions may include scholarly reflections and 

reviews, as well as practical pieces on running for office, working on campaigns, etc. Please contact 

the Editor, Austin Trantham (austin.trantham@saintleo.edu) for information on submission guidelines. 
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