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Introduction  
 

It is seemingly difficult to find information about the Florida State 

Government in one concise format. The Florida House and Senate publish 

booklets about their respective Houses, and the State Executive branch 

published a list of helpful phone numbers. Information is available also 

electronically, but it seems to be scattered all around. The compiler knows 

of two books on Florida Government, and they are complete works both 

around 400 pages each: The Florida Handbook, published by the Clerk 

of the Florida House of Representatives, and Politics in Florida, 4th ed. 

by Susan A. MacManus et. al. An attempt has been made in this work to 

incorporate basic governing principles of the State of Florida within a 

self-imposed limitation of around 90 pages. 

 
This 2022 (7th edition) of A Brief Introduction to Florida Government, 

is compiled mostly from government, political and Wikipedia Internet 

web-sites, and is designed with two main purposes in mind:  

1. to provide a supplement to college or advanced placement courses 

in State and Local government and/or American government and to 

give a localized value added to each of those courses;  

2. this concise 90-pages compilation would also be beneficial for 

interested citizens who would like to know the basic information on 

the structure and work of the Florida Government. 

  It is hoped that this booklet serves well both these audiences. 

 

 

J ohn  B ertalan, Ed.D. 
 
Emeritus Professor John Bertalan, Ed.D., Hillsborough Community College & 

Lecturer in Political Sciences at University of South Florida-Tampa & St. Petersburg  
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I.  Demographics 

    To begin the study of the Florida government, below are a few illustrated 

charts that help point out the composition of the Florida population. Over the 

decades Floridaôs population is becoming older and more Hispanic.  

According to the 2010 census, Hispanics made up 22% of the population and 

in 2020 that percentage has risen to over 25%. Individuals over the age of 65 

accounted for about 17% of the population in 2010 and now account for over 

20% of Floridaôs population. 

 
Figure 1: Florida Demographic Statistics 

 
Total Population 

 
21,944,600 

 
100% 

 

 

 

Sex 

51.1%  48.9%  

Male (10,220,800) 
 

Female (10,680,800) 
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Florida Population by Age 

20.1%  

79.9%  

65 and over (4,205,428) 
 

Under 65 

Florida Population by Race 

2.73% 2.74% 

3.05% 

0.28% 

16.07% 

75.12% 

White (15,702,210) 

American-Indian & Alaska Native (59,320)  

Other Race (637,732) 

Black or African-American (3.359,034) 

Asian (571,276) 

Two or More Races (572,021) 
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Non-Hispanic/Latino Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 
 

Source: https://worldpopulationreview.com/states/florida-population  
 

 As of December 2020, Floridians have registered to vote by a 

political party as noted in Figure 2. Please take note of the large number 

(almost four million) of voters who claim no political preference, nearly 

25% of voting public. At bottom are voters data by 30 November 2022. 

Source: Florida Secretary of State 
 

Registered Voters in Florida as of 30 November 2022 

Year Republican Party 
of Florida 

Democratic Party 
of Florida 

 Minor 
Parties 

No Party 
Affiliation 

    Total 

2022  5,325,589        4,969,377 264,802     4,037,098 14,596,866 

Source: Florida Secretary of State 

Hispanic/Latino 

  25.6%  

  74.4%  

Figure 2: Political Party Registration: 
31 December 2020 vs. 18 October 2016 

5,218,739 5,315,954 

4,877,749 
4,550,311 

3,799,799 

3,098,929 

231,246 343,505 

Republican Party of Florida Democratic Party of Florida Minor Parties No Party Affiliation 

Total (2020): 14,565,738 Total (2016): 12,867,773 
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II.  A Brief History of  Florida 
 

 

  Figure 3: Historic Timeline  

 

Major Events 
 

 

 

Timeline 
 

Until 1497 
Pre- 

History 

1513-1763 
Spanish 

Rule 

1763-1783 
British 
Rule 

1822-1845 
U.S. 

Territorial 
Period 

1845-Now 
Statehood 

1775-1783 American Revolutionary War  

1811-1814 War of 1812 

1817-1818 First Seminole War  

1824 Capital moved to Tallahassee  

1835-1842 Second Seminole War  

1838 Constitutional Convention  

1855-1858 Third Seminole War  

1861  Ordinance of Secession 

1861-1865 Civil War 

1865 3rd Constitution 

1865-1868 Reconstruction 

1868 4th Constitution 

1885 5th Constitution 

1910-1930 Great Migration 

1925-1929 Land Boom 

1941 World War II brings U.S. troops training to Florida 

1961 Expansion of the Space Program  

1968 6th Constitution 

1971 Disney World opens 

2000 Gore vs. Harris 2000 Presidential Election 
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History  

The history of Florida can be traced back to when the first Native- 

Americans began to inhabit the peninsula as early as 14,000 years ago.[1] 

They left behind artifacts and archeological evidence.  Written history 

begins with the arrival of Europeans to Florida when the Spanish 

explorer Juan Ponce de León in 1513 made the first textual records. The 

state was the first mainland area of the United States to be settled by 

Europeans. Thus, 1513 marked the beginning of the American Frontier 

as St. Augustine on Floridaôs north-east Atlantic coast is considered to 

be the oldest permanent European settlement in the United States. 

From the time of that first contact, Florida has had many waves of 

immigration, including French and Spanish settlement during the 16th 

Century, as well as entry of new Native American groups migrating from 

elsewhere in the Old South, including both free Blacks and fugitive 

Black slaves who became known as Black Seminoles. 

Florida remained under colonial rule by Spain and briefly by Great 

Britain during the 18th and 19th Centuries before becoming a territory of 

the United States in 1821. Two decades later, in 1845, Florida was 

admitted to the Union as the 27th U.S. State. Since the 19th Century, 

further immigrants have arrived from Europe, Latin America and Asia. 

Florida is nicknamed the "Sunshine State" due to its warm climate 

and long days of sunshine, which have attracted Northern migrants and 

ñSnow Birdò vacationers since the 1920s. The late-1800s completion of 

railroads down both coasts of Florida and the invention of air-

conditioning in the 1950s also contributed to rapid local growth, 

developing a diverse population and urbanized economy. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Florida#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recorded_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juan_Ponce_de_Le%C3%B3n
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Frontier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Frontier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Seminoles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate
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 At the outbreak of World War II, thousands of U.S. troops were sent 

to Florida to train and wait for embarkation to battle. Airstrips were built, 

dockyards deepened and soldiers quartered into new barracks. Some 

soldiers returned after the war to make Florida their permanent residence. 

In the 1960s, President Kennedy announced the American goal to land a 

man on the Moon by the end of the decade. The rockets were to take-off 

from a Space exploration center in Cape Canaveral on Floridaôs east coast. 

In the 1970s Walt Disney World opened near Orlando its largest 

facilities outside California as Disneyôs second world-wide attraction, 

bringing tens of millions of visitors to Florida since its opening. Not long 

after, Sea World and MGM studios (both also located near Orlando) 

brought additional domestic and foreign visitors to the Sunshine State as 

well as major expansions to all of their theme parks. 

In 2011, Florida had over 19 million people, surpassing New York to 

become the third largest U.S. state in population.[2] 

Floridaôs economy has developed over time, starting with natural 

resource exploitation in logging, mining, fishing and sponge diving, as 

well as cattle ranching, farming and citrus growing. The tourism, real-

estate, trade, banking and retirement destination businesses followed. 

Source: Wikipedia and the editor 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Florida#cite_note-2
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III.  THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF  FLORIDA  

Brief Facts 
 

That lasted until the 1968 rewrite. 

  Since the 1968 Constitution (and not counting the Article V re-write  

left undone until 1972), there have been over a hundred amendments 

proposed to the Florida Constitution. Of those, a majority have passed, 

and at least three were removed by the Florida Supreme Court for 

infirmities in the ballot language or other problems. Figure 4 below was 

gathered from information provided by the Secretary of Stateôs office and 

the tables document the success of various amendment proposals since 

1978. There are five ways to amend the State Charter. The first is a 

Constitutional Convention (which has not been used in recent times) and 

the second is the legislature that can send an amendment to voters by a 

three-fifths vote of both Chambers. Then there is a citizen initiative 

method, the Constitution Revision Commission (CRC), which is 

appointed by state leaders and meets every 20 years, and the Tax and 

Budget Reform Commission, which meets in-between the CRC meetings 

and is limited to fiscal matters. Appendix III gives a more detailed 

statement about the stateôs Liberal amendment policy. 

 

Florida has had six constitutions, three of them clustered around the 

U.S. Civil War and Reconstruction, which in turn led to the 1885 

Constitution which was a reaction to the last reconstruction constitution, 

which had a strong executive. Consequently, the 1885 document diffused 

executive authority in several Cabinet agencies, among other changes.  

  The Florida Legislature leads the way in the stateôs amendment 

sweepstakes, having proposed 88 Amendments from 1978 to the 2022 

Mid-Term Elections, of which 71 have been ratified and 17 rejected. 

Additionally, 40 Amendments have reached the ballot by referendum 

initiatives, of which 31 have been approved (see Figures 4). 
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  The Constitution Revision Commission has had an almost all or 

nothing record. The 1977-78 CRC proposed eight amendments, all 

rejected by voters, although some of its proposals were incorporated in 

later amendments which were approved. The 1997-98 CRC proposed 

nine amendments, eight of which were adopted and in 2017-2018 all 

eight proposed amendments were passed by the voters.  

   The Florida Tax and Budget Reform Commission has proposed seven 

amendments, of which five passed and two were rejected. 

   There are an average of 50 citizen initiatives/referenda as constitutional 

amendment petitions currently circulating in Florida, although 

historically, most do not gather enough signatures to make the ballot. 

Please see Appendix III for a more in-depth look at the amending process. 
 

Source: https://www.floridabar.org/divcom/jn/jnnews01.nsf/Articles/32C14170D9E65067852570C70054EB39 

 

 

Figures 4: Amendment Success Rate by Method, 1978-2020 

Revised Amendments as of Mid-Term 2022 
 88 Proposed                          vs.                    71 Adopted 

http://www.floridabar.org/divcom/jn/jnnews01.nsf/Articles/32C14170D9E65067852570C70054EB39
http://www.floridabar.org/divcom/jn/jnnews01.nsf/Articles/32C14170D9E65067852570C70054EB39
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IV.  Executive Branch 
 

The executive branch of the government of Florida consists of the 

Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Florida Cabinet (which includes the 

Attorney-General, Commissioner of Agriculture and Chief Financial 

Officer), and several executive departments.[1] Each office term is 

limited to two four-years terms.[2]
 

Governor 

    The Governor of Florida is the chief executive of the government 

of Florida and chief administrative officer of the state, responsible for 

the stateôs planning and budgeting, and also serves as Chair when the 

Governor and Florida Cabinet act as decision-making body in various 

constitutional roles.[3] The Governor has the power to execute Florida's 

laws and call-out the state militia to preserve public peace, being 

Commander-in-Chief of the state's military forces that are not in the 

active service of the United States. At least once every legislative 

session, the Governor is required to deliver a "State of the State Address" 

to the Florida Legislature regarding the condition and operation of the 

state government and to suggest new legislation. 

  The Governor of Florida must share executive duties with the other 

members of the cabinet and a variety of boards and commissions. In 

addition to the duties mentioned above, the Florida Constitution does 

grant the Governor some strong administrative powers (see the Florida 

Constitution in Appendix 1). 

  The Governor, for cause and by statute, can suspend state and local 

officials and, if necessary, replace them until the next election. He can 

also fill county and municipal that are vacated by resignation until the 

next scheduled election. The Governor appoints members to a variety of 

state and regional boards and commissions including 15 members of the 

Constitutional Revision Commission every 20 years. The Governor can 

initiate judicial proceeding against State and local officials for failure to 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_of_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_Governor_of_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Cabinet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attorney_General_of_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commissioner_of_Agriculture_of_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_Financial_Officer_of_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_Financial_Officer_of_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-AIVS6-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-jewett-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-AIVS1-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Militia_%28United_States%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Legislature
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enforce state laws and regulations. The Governor may also request the 

opinion, in writing, of the Florida State Supreme Court as to the 

interpretation of the State Constitution in relation to the Governorôs 

executive and administrative duties. Likewise, the Governor can request 

the opinion of all State, local and municipal officers in regards to their 

duties and obligations. 

Lieutenant-Governor 

    The Lieutenant-Governor is a constitutionally elected officer of the 

state elected every four years on the same partisan ballot as the Governor. 

The Lieutenant-Governor may serve up to two consecutive four-year 

terms and must meet the same age and residency requirements as the 

Governor. His constitutional mandates are to fill the office of the 

Governor when a vacancy occurs and to perform duties assigned to 

him/her by the Governor. 

Cabinet 

Florida is unique among U.S. states in having a strong cabinet-style 

government. Members of the Florida Cabinet are independently elected 

and have equal footing with the Governor on issues under the Cabinet's 

jurisdiction. The Cabinet consists of the Attorney-General, the 

Commissioner of Agriculture and the Chief Financial Officer (although 

in the recent past there have been as many as six independently elected 

cabinet officers).  Along with the Governor, each member carries one 

vote in the decision-making process. In the event of a tie, the side of the 

Governor is always the prevailing side.  Cabinet elections are held every 

four years on even-numbered years not divisible by four (as 2010, 2014, 

2018, 2022, etc.). Some have likened this system to a ñBoard of 

Directorsò for the Florida Departments under the control and supervision 

of the Governor and Cabinet. 

The Florida Attorney-General is the State's chief legal officer. As 

defined under the Florida Constitution,[4] the Attorney-General appoints

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Attorney_General
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_legal_officer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-AIVS4b-4
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a state-wide Prosecutor who may prosecute violations of criminal law 

occurring in or affecting two or more judicial circuits. The Attorney-

General is responsible for the Department of Legal Affairs[5] and is also 

head of the Florida Department of Legal Affairs.[6][7]
 

The Florida Chief Financial Officer's duties include monitoring the 

stateôs finances and fiscal well-being, auditing and assuring that state 

programs are properly spending money, and overseeing the proper 

management of the revenue and spending of the state.[8] The Chief 

Financial Officer is the head of the Florida Department of Financial 

Services (FDFS).[6]
 

The Florida Commissioner of Agriculture is the head of the Florida 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS). The 

Commissioner of Agriculture has many divisions including inspections 

and management of fruits, dairy, vegetables, meats, pesticides, food safety 

forestry and aquaculture. 

Agencies and Departments 

The purpose of all agencies is to promulgate rules to implement 

legislation.  In April 2014, there were 25,362 administrative rules and 

eight agencies have over 1,000 rules each, of which the most heavily 

regulated agencies are the Department of Financial Services and 

Department of Health.[9]  The Florida Administrative Register (FAR) is 

the daily publication containing proposed rules and notices of state 

agencies.[10]  The regulations are codified in the Florida Administrative 

Code (FAC).[11]  There are also numerous decisions, opinions and rulings 

of state agencies.[12]  
 

The state had about 122,000 employees in 2010.[13][14]
 

Source: Wikipedia 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Florida_Department_of_Legal_Affairs&amp;action=edit&amp;redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-orgchart-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-orgchart-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_Financial_Officer_of_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-AIVS4c-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Department_of_Financial_Services
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Department_of_Financial_Services
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-orgchart-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Commissioner_of_Agriculture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Department_of_Agriculture_and_Consumer_Services
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Department_of_Agriculture_and_Consumer_Services
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Administrative_Register
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-ufl-far-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Administrative_Code
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Administrative_Code
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-ufl-fac-11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-ufl-agency-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Florida#cite_note-13


Florida  Political  Chronicle                                                       vol.29, n.2 (2022) 

-21- 

 

Figure 5: 

Salaries of Key State Office Holders 
 

 

 

Elected Florida State Officials and Full-Time Commission Members Salary 

Governor $ 141,400 

Lieutenant-Governor $ 135,516 

Chief Financial Officer $ 139,988 

Attorney-General $ 139,988 

Commissioner of Agriculture $ 139,988 

Florida Supreme Court Justice $ 239,442 

Judges - District Courts of Appeal $ 202,440 

Judges - Circuit Courts  $ 182,060 

Judges - County Courts $ 172,015 

Judges of Compensation Claims $ 160,000 

State Attorneys $ 202,440 

Public Defenders $ 202,440 

Commissioner - Public Service Commission $ 143,314 

Public Employees Relations Commission Chair $ 106,142 

Public Employees Relations Commission Commissioners $   50,322 

Commission on Offender Review Chair $ 135,000 

Commission on Offender Review Commissioners $ 125,000 

Criminal Conflict and Civil Regional Counsels $ 130,295 

Senate President and House Speaker $   41,181 

Senate and House Members $   29,697 

 

 
Source:  http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/local-government/reports/finsal22.pdf  & 

https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_state_government_salary  
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Figure 6: Florida Executive Branch 

 
 

 

 
 

 


